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H E great Encouragement; 
Your Highnefs gave to the 
Firft Part of my { \oman Hi- 
Jlory , by reading it with De¬ 
light and Improvement, 
makes me prefume, that this wjjlnotbe 
unacceptable: Efpecially fmce ir contains 
fuch Variety of extraordinary Examples, 

A 5 fuch 































'The Epiftle ‘Dedicatory. 

proper for the Inftru&ion of Princes; 
fuch Miracles of Virtue, as well as 

Prodigies of Vice j and fucli ama¬ 
zing Conferences of both, as are 
fcarcely to be found in any other 
Hiftory. Cf all thofe Emperors 
that I prefent to Your Highnefs, the 
greater Part muft be acknowledg’d 
to have been notorioufly culpable, 
both in their Governments and their 
Morals ; and of thofe Forty which 
compofe the Body of this Hiftory, 
Twenty Seven were brought to un¬ 
natural Death. Yet thefe will afford 
Matter of great Caurion and Inftru- 
dtion to young Princes 5 their Mif- 
fortunes being almoft all owing to 
their own Mifmanagements ; theii 
devoting themfelves to the tlazling 
Charms of Rule and Empire; and 
their giving a full Loofe to theii 
exorbitant Paffions, and infatiable 
Appetites. By thefe Examples Youi 
Fiighnefs may learn the deplorable 
and fatal Mifchiefs of a bouridlefs Ty¬ 
ranny 5 what Flames it raifes on Earth; 

and 
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and what Punifhments it draws down 




from Hcayen. By thefe may be dif- 

covered various Steps of the divine 

Providence purfuing the Tyrants 

with inevitable Vengeance, ^nd cha- 

ftifing them and their Progeny with 

the extreameft Miferies and Calami- 
# • 

ties: And tho’ they fometimes were 
for a while triumphant in their enor¬ 
mous Proceedings, yet all their Pow¬ 
er and Authority could not prefcrve 
them from the Hatred of their Sub- 

9 

jedts, or from the Treafons of their 
greateft Confidents, and moft obliged 
Favourites; nor could all their nu¬ 
merous Forces fecure them from vi- 
olent and unnatural Deaths; which 
were often accompany’d with the moft 
barbarous and ignominious Ufage; 
fometimes with the Extirpation s of 
their whole Race and Families, and 
ever with the utter Ruin of their Fame 

and Memory to all fucceeding Gene¬ 
rations. 
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On the contrary. Your Highnefs 
will find that the Reigns of the good 
Emperors and Governors, fuch as Au¬ 
gustus VeJfafiaH) Titus , Trajan y and the 

two Antonines-y were conftantly attend¬ 
ed with the greateft Profperity and 
Felicity : Their Actions were Noble 
and Succefsful 5 their Deaths Natural 

w 

and Glorious; and their Memories fo 
Dear and Precious to their Subjects, 
that they could' not refrain from Ido¬ 
lizing and placing thefe Princes in a 
Rank above all other Mortals. And 
tho’ when the Empire declined, and 
became almoft incurably corrupted b) 
ill Princes and Tyrants, Heaven per¬ 
mitted two or three of the good Em¬ 
perors, namely , Alexander , Gordian. 

and Trcbusy to fall by the irreclaimable 
Infolence of the Soldiers: Yet thii 
is (till very obfervable, that tho’ bj 
reifon of wicked Predeceflors, anc 
fuch Accidents as rarely happen it 
the Word, thefe few good Prince 

wen 
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were brought to untimely Ends; yet 
we find not one of the bad Empe¬ 
rors that efcap’d ; unlefs we may ex¬ 
cept SeveruS) whofe Noble Service to 
the State and Government, exempts 
him, k in a great Meafure, from that 
Name and Rank. 

Thefe are Confiderations of the 
higheft Importance to the Happinefs 
of a Prince and his Subjects; and 
therefore, I hope they may vindi¬ 
cate my Prelumption in offering this 
Book to Your Highnefs’s Patronage; 
which, notwithftanding I would not 
have attempted, without particular 
Leave and Incouragement. Your 
Highnefs has made a Progrefs far 
above Yonr Age, in Literature and 
Humanity; and thofe extraordinary 
Improvements have rais’d the Na¬ 
tions Hopes, and given it a mighty 
Expectation and Satisfaction. And 
that Your Highnefs’s Proceeding may 
continually anfwer thefe promifing 

Begin- 
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Beginnings, is undoubtedly the Pray 
ers of all good Men, and casn be nc 
kfs of him, who is, with all poffiblc 

Refpeft, 


Tour tit fbnefs’s 
mofi bumble , 

» 

mofi obedient , and, 

devoted SerVant 9 
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Writing of this fecond 


the Way fc 


I took f 
of the fa 


U(e with the firfi Part i and iu 
poffble, to make it of a Piece with that. As the frfi was a 
Series ofjij Tears, to the compleat Eflablifhmcnt of the 
Roman Empire ,fo this is a Series of 3 55 Years from thence, 
to the Removal of the Imperial Seat , which was a principal 
Caufe of its Ruin , and carry d down inthe fame Manner and 
Method , fofar as was confijient with the Subject and Ma¬ 
terials. In this I have alfo interwoven fame Ecclefiaftical 
Affairs, fuch as the ten General Perfecutions of the Church , 
and fome other Matters , which are not Foreign , but make 
up a Material Part of the Roman Hiftory. 

The Authors I _ us'd for the compofing of this Piece, 

were principally Dion-Caifius, Jofephus, Eufebius, He- 
rodian, and Zozimus, among the Greeks ; and Taci- 
Suetonius, thofe Authors call'd Hiftoriae Augu- 
ftae Scriptores, and feveral Epitomizes , fuch as Flo- 
rus, Laet us, Vi&or, and Eutropius among the Latins. 


tus 


f thefe and fome 
Story as I could ; 


I have made as Regular a 
fometimes met with great Diffi- 


by reafon of the Courf mefs and Sterility of 
vrts of my Materials , which together with tbs Strang 
fs of the Subjetf , have often obliged me to defcend fr 
Quality of an Hiftonan, to thi 


the _ 

The Reigns of fome of the 


of 


i ‘ 


fo monftroufly 

Wicked. 












The Preface! 

Wicked, and Jo extravagantly Inconfifient, that it -wa 
•very bard to treat them either with Decency or Gravity 
And for tbit Seutonius and the Auguftan Writers bavi 

been jufily blamed, for mixing too much Lewdnefs as tvd 
as Meatmefsm tbeir Writings. I havelikewife examine 
feveral Modem Authors of this Kind, and have made uf 
of them, whenfoever I judg'd them for the Benefit of m\ 
Reader \ and of tbefe I am rrtofi oblig'd to Pedro Mexia 
a Spanifli Author, long fince 7rinflated into our Tongue 
But I have not bad any Advatage from the French Hi- 
forians, nor made any ufe of them, tho' I am inform’d 
that fame have -writ very finely and ingenicujly upon thi 
SnbjeS : And this was partly by n afon of my Vn skilful- 
nefs in there Language, and partly my being unacejuaintcc 
with their Lax and dijfufive Way of writing Hifiory. 

As to the Stile, I have endeavour'd to make it plan 
and intelligible, and withal grave and nerves, f ee fron, 
mean and lew ExpreJJions, as well as too ntbny Fleurijhes 
And tho I believe that it is generally more correS i ark 

pure, than the fir ft Imprejjion of the other Parts,yet I dah 
not pronounce it Faultlejs. Nor had I Time to beftow wj 
utmefi Pams upon it in all Places, efpecially towards tbt 
latter End. 

I will not detain the Reader any longer, but only en¬ 
treat bis Pardon for f mall Errors and Faults, if be find 
any j for the greatefi part of this Book was writ in at 
objeure Place, where I labour'd under many Inconveniefi- 
ties, both as to Books and Oportunities of Studying 
However, l hope it will merit as favourable a Receptm 
astbe former Part. 
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II. 


BOOK I. 


From the perfeft Settlement of the Empire 


by Augustus, to the End of the Twelve 

CMS ARS. 

Containing the Space of tt I XEA^S. 
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CHAP. I. 

torn the full Settlement of the Roman Em¬ 
pire., to the Death of AUGUSTUS; in 
whofe Reign the State and Form of the Empire 
was in its great eft Perfection. 

Containing the Space of near 41 TEARS. 

H E Affairs of Rome were never in a XJ. C» 



more peaceable and Souriftiing Con¬ 
dition, than at the time when August 
afar took upon him the foie Admi- 
the Government; whether it be con¬ 
ation to Foreign Wars or Domeftick 

B Troubles. 


7*7 
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Troubles, As the Temple of Janus was (till kept 
lhut, fo the Soldiers cheif Concern wa c the reap¬ 
ing the Fruits of their former Conquelts, and as 
all private Prerenfions to Government were ex¬ 
cluded by this New Settlement, fo thefecret Practi¬ 
ces and ambitious Defigns of particular Perfons, 

which of late Years, had miferably harrafc’d and 
almoft ruin’d the State, were now wholly crufh’d 
and ftifled. And to compleat the Happinefs of 
Rome, Auguftus himfelf made it his principal Care 
and Employment to maintain this Peace, and to 
gain the Hearts and Affections of the People, who 
were now made his Subjects by Confent, as before 
they had been by Conliraint; without which he 
cou’d not with any Security have preferv’d hfs Au¬ 
thority entire. This Love and Efteem which he 
endeavour’d to gain, manifeftly dilplay’d it fell 
inortly after his being nam’d Augufius, in the Senate’s 
giving him the Title of Father of this Country, in thefe 
words , The Senate, by the unanimous Confent and Con¬ 
currence of the People of Rome, falutcs You, Cxfar Au- 
guftus, -with a Title of Pater Patriae, wiping all man¬ 
ner of Profperity to You and Tour Family } and in f o do¬ 
ing, they wifn perpetual Felicity to the Commonwealth 

To which hearty Salutation the Emperor reply’d 
with the utmoft Marks of Satisfaction ; That now hi 

was become M. jler of hisgreat eft Wipes ; and V’bat prin¬ 
cipally remain'd for him was, to implore the Ajfifiance o) 
the Immortal Gods to make him a true Father of hi 
Country', and to continue him in their Love and Ajfefti 
ons to the l.-fr Moment of bis Life. The Sincerity 0 

this Anfwer was more fully confirm’d by Time 
for in all his Publick Cares and ACtions the genera 
Good of his Country was manifeftly his principa 
Aim. And this appear’d not only in his Difcourfe 
but in one of his Edicts, which runs thus: Would t 

Heaven I might fo firmly cjlablip the Common- Weah 
upon its proper Rafis, and reap futb Fruits of my incej 

flit 
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font Labour , as in after Ages 1 may be reputed the Foun- 
fer of fo Noble a Fabrick 3 and carry this Hope with me 
at my Deaths That the Common-Wealth will perpetually 

flourifh upon the Foundations which I have laid. 

His hrft Concern Was ro eftablifh rhe Religion of 
the State as he found it, and whatever Changes he 
made in other Publick Matters, he was ftill careful 
to avoid making any in this 3 well confidering how 
tender a Point that was, and how dangerous fueh 
Alterations might prove in an unfettl’d Empire. In 
Matters of Civil Government and Common Right, 
he reform'd many ancient Laws, and enacted fe« 
Veral New 3 yet he adled not wholly by his own 
Pleafure, but propounded many Things to be deba¬ 
ted in Publick, that if any difapprov’d of'em, they 
might be alter'd and corrected. He defir'd all to 
declare their Opinions with the utmoft Freedom 
and Opennefs, and after hearing and weighing their 
Reafons, he wou'd adt as he thought ’em moft co¬ 
gent 3 but he more particularly defir’d to be advis’d 
by the Confuls, or his Collegue. if he himfelf bore 
that Office 3 all which manner of Proceeding made 
him ftill more highly efteem’d and belov’d. Of the 
other Magiftrates he made choice of one our of 
each fort, and out of the Senate fifteen, which 
were eledted by Suffrage, and were conftituted for 
fix Months to be his Councellors 3 that by this 
Means he might feem to communicate his Ddigns 
to the reft. He brought many things of great Note 
before the whole Senate 3 but in Affairs of the high- 
eft Importance he often rhought it moft proper to 
confult a few feledt Perfons of the greateft Wifdom 
and Underftanding. He fometimes call'd thefe 
Perfons to decide Caufes 3 tho’ the Senate conftant- 
ly heard fome particular Matters, andlikewife gave 
Anfwer to the Ambaffadors of Kingdoms and other 
States as formerly. Tho' the Comitta or AiTemblieS 
of the People were fometimes held, yet nothing^ 

B % of 
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of Importance was there a&ed contrary to the Plea- 
fore of the Emperor: He permitted the Tribones 
to .intercede for rhe Feople, but-not to prefer or 
hinder any Bill ; and without this particular Re- 
ftraint he knew that the common Sort woU’d never 
foffer him tc (itfecurely in his Throne. He part¬ 
ly nominated Magiftrates himfelf, and left others 
to be created by the People; ftill raking Care that 


no unworthy Perfons advanc’d themfelves by in 




indirect Pradices. And this was the general (poarfe 
of Augujtus's Adminiftration of the Government*; 
no Prince in the World being more Judkious in the 
complying with his People, or more Skilful in the 
preferring his Authority. 

His prudent Bearing with feveral Affronts, arid 

his dilcreet Back wardnefs in punifhing many Crl- 
inals, was very remarkable; being always rhe 
ffe&s of a moft mature Judgment, and a profound, 
Capacity. He fometimes freely pardon’d many 
great Perfons, whom the Senate had condemn’d 
and that out of Policy as well as Clemency'; judi- 
cioully conceiving, that the bare Queftioningof 
Men of the higheft Rank, wou’d produce as much 
Terror, tho\ i t argu’d not fo much Rigour, as the 
Puniftmtent of ’em. And when ever the Extremi¬ 
ty of the Law was us’d, it was in Matters of the 
higheft Importance and greareft Neceflity; and that 
to fettle a general Tranquility, and a more lading 
Happincfs. He was juftty icnftble, that he had 
ftill many Enemies, both upon the account of his 
former Cornells, as well as his prefent Authority; 
therefore he the more readily embrac’d the Advice 

of his Friend Mecxvas, Never to he concern'd at wd)itt 
was ike* againft him ; For, added he, if their Aceu- 
fatnms Iff true r be ought rather to correct -himfelf than re¬ 
ft ran others ; if falfc , the contemft of fueb Difcourjes 
would defray the Belief of’em ; but a Concern wow'd ar¬ 
gue the Truth of'em ; and put it in the Tower of the 


vi¬ 


le# 


« 
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left Per fen to difturb bis Repofe. This Rule was exact¬ 
ly obferv’d by Juguftus, as a Perfon whofe Title and 
Authority was not yet well ripen’d and ftrengthen'd 
by Time. And afterwards, when his Son-in Law 
Tiberius had by Letter urg’d him to punilh one ^tlum 
for his Irreverence and Scurrility towards his Sove¬ 
reign, he in his Anfwer defir’d him, Not to indulge the 

Pajftons of his Tears ; adding. That if any Man dares [peak 
ill of us, ■we art fufficiently happy , •while our Condition is 
fuch as he can Jo us no Injury. His great Kindnefs , 
and Civility to Jntony's Party prov’d a firm Support 
to his own Intereft; and the greater, becaule he 
had given fuch Publick Demonrtrations of his Fa¬ 
vour to ’em, by adding Places of Truft and Ho¬ 
nours to his Pardons. His Kindnefs and Bounty to 
the generality of the People was no lets remarkable - } 
for many of the Commons who were in a decli¬ 
ning Condition he generally reliev’d: And when 
feveral of’em had made him Heir to their Goods 
and Eftates, he immediately reftor’d all to the Chil¬ 
dren of the Deceas’d, intimating, That no good Fa¬ 
ther ever appointed any Prince for bis Heir but a Tyrant. 

If they were too young to receive it, he kept it till 
they were of a competent Age ; and then deliver’d 
it with a confiderable Addition of his own. Which 
generous Action ftiew'd this Emperor to be as 
true a Guardian to Orphans* as a Father to his 
Country. 

But the principal Care of Juguftus was to fatisfie 
his Soldiers, and to render them conftant and faith¬ 
ful upon all Exigencies. A confiderable number of 
which he difpers’d in all Parts of Italy, in thirty Co¬ 
lonies, as well for the Defence ot the Country, 
as for their more fpeedy reaflembiing, if Occafion 
(hou’d require it. Abroad, among the Frontier Pro¬ 
vinces, were maintain’d at the Charge of the Pub- The rents 
lick, twenty five Legions, with their Auxiliaries, *f tht £m 
feventeen of which were in Europe j namely, eight ftrtm 

B 3 about 
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about the Rhine, four about the Danube, three in 
Spain, and two in Dalmatia j the other eight were 
half in Afa, and half in Africa •> namely, four a- 
bout the Euphrates and the Eaftern Provinces, two 
in Egypt, and two in the Province of Carthage. 
Thele were for fome Ages with little Alterations 
conftandy maintain’d in Times of Peace, amount¬ 
ing to 170650 Men, reckoning 6100 Foot and 
Horfe in each Legion; all which were paid with 
the utmoft Care and Exaftnefs, their Annual Wa¬ 
ges amounting to near fix Millions of our Mo¬ 
ney, befides plentiful Provifions of Corn, and the 
Stipends of Officers. But nigh the City of Rome 
were always lodg’d twelve Cohorts, confiding of 
about roooo Men, nine of which were call’d Pra~ 
torian, and the other three Urbane • and thefe were 
eftablifh’d under a double Notion,! the Guard of the 
Emperor’s Perfon, and the Safety and Security of 

the City. Befides thefe numerous and well difci- 
plin’d Forces by Land, Augufius alfo kept up two 
large and powerful Fleets at Sea; the one riding at 
Anchor near Ravenna in the upper Sea, to come 

mand and defend Dalmatia, Greece , Crete , Cyprus, 

Ajia , with the Eaftern Provinces; the other at Mi- 
ftnum in the lower Sea, to awe and protect Gaul, 
Spain, Africk, and the Weftern Parts. But this was 
not the lole ufe of thefe two Navies, they being 
defign’d Jikewrfe to fcout the Seas of all Pirates ; 
to lerve for Convoys to the Tributes, Cuftoms, 

and Impofts, upon all Occafions; and to tranfport 
Corn and o:her Provifions necellary for the Sub- 
fiftence and Relief of the City. Augufius was no 
left careful in Re-peopling Italy, which he joyn’d to 
Cis-Alfm-Gaul , and brought twenty eight'Colonies 

into it, having been much enfeebled and exhaufted 
of Men by the late Civil Wars. He at the fame 
rime took muen care about the publick High-ways, 

and finding them extreamly neglefted of late Years 
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he left Come of them to be repair’d by certain Sena¬ 
tors, at their own proper Charges, and undertook 
the Via Flaminia himfelf ; for which work, Statues 
were ere&ed to him on the Bridge of the 7 /for, and 
at Arimimtm. At the beginning of his Adminiftra- 
tion, many Robberies and Outrages were commit¬ 
ted in Italy j and feveral Parties had form’d them- 
felves into a Sociery, calling themfelves The Ntw 
Colledge , and adling all kinds of Villanies; all which 
he fupprefs’d by his Guards, and abolifh’d all Fra¬ 
ternities but fuch as were ancient and legal. He al- 
fo burnt all the old Bonds and Accounts which were 
due to the publick Treafury, as the chief occalion 
of vexatious Suits 5 and if the Title of any publick 
Place in the City was dubious and litigious, he a- 
warded it to the prefent Polfelfor. Then to make 
all Men eafie and fatisfi’d, hegeneroufly releas’d all 
fuch Prifoners, both Debtors and Criminals, as 
were kept under Reftraint, only for the Malicious 
Pleafure to the Creditors and Informers. 

Thus carefully was Attgujhts employ’d for the two 
firft Years of his new Adminiftration, and it might 
have been reafonably expelled, that the Wifdorn of 
his Inftitutions, and the Mildnefs of his Govern¬ 
ment, Ihou’d have prevented all Revolts and Jnfur- 
re&ions in the Conquer’d Countries: But fo pre¬ 
vailing is the love of Liberty, that in thefe prospe¬ 
rous Times he was alarm’d with News of Britain 
being full of Sedition, part of Spain up in Arms, and 
Gaul prepar’d for an Infurre&ion. All which he 
judg’d a fufficient Caufe to open the Temple of 
Janus , which he did, after it had been /hut near 
five Years , and for the better Eftablilhment of all 
Affairs, he left Rome himfelf and departed for Gaul 
with all neceflary Expedition. There rhe Britijh 
Amballadors, by their fair Promifes, prevented his 
palling over thither j and the Gauls, by their Sub- 

miflion, fliorten’d his Stay in their Country fo 

B 4 that 
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that his principal Bufinfcfs was to Ghaftife the Info- 
lency ot the Spaniards, especially the Cantabrians and 
jifiurtms, who now had made great 1 Devaluations, 
and done much Damage to the Rontan Allies, Ju- 
gujhis, at hkiAfrfiVal, found ’em Befieging of a con- 
fldmble Town/* txhich he in a ftort time reliev’d ; 
After WlnchttvSivided his Army into three'Parts, 

and furroundM the whole Country of the Canta¬ 
brians, who had obftinatefy refitted the Romans for 

many Years. Having discover’d the Way to fur- 
prize ’em in their Mountainous Countjy, he prefs’d 
forwards with great Vigour and Severity, till they 
were cOnftrar M to retire to one of their higheft 
Mountains, wuh their Wives and Children, and all 
their beft Eftfc&s, where they ftrongly fortifi’d 
themfelves againft any Attempt that cou’d be made 
againft ihem. ' 

The Romans finding it extreamly hazardous to 

attack fo Warlike and Obftinate a People ih fuch 

an advantageous 0oft declin'd following ’em, but 
with great Expedition built many Forts, and fe- 
curely block’d up all the Paffages and Avenues to 
the Mountain, with a Dfefign ro ftarve ’em. Yet 
fuch was the Hatdinefs and Refolution of this Peo¬ 
ple, that inftead of Yielding, they endur’d all the 
imaginable MfferieSof Want and Famine, Mother? 
killing their own Children, and the Youhg Men 
flaring the Old, and devouring their Flefli'to fu- 
ftain the Neceflities of Nature. This Evil occa- 
fion’d another as fatal, which was a lharp and vio¬ 
lent Difodrd among themfetves, fome being refolv’d 
to Yi£fd; and others to Oppofe: the former &l- 

ledgjng, The a bfolate Necrjjsty of fubmittiugat lajl, 

and the latter, The Honour of dying bravely with ibtir 

Swards pi Heir Hands: This dangerous Contention 

fo for inerted, fh£t the Centabriehs at la ft forc’d 
ouribopboFthe Afur tans, wirh thejrWives ahd 

Children'5 who defeending by the 'Rohm Forts; 
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begg’d of the Remans, with Floods of Tears, and 
I the moft moving Arguments imaginable, To make 

I Slaves, and to give ’em any Sufienance to fave 'em 

\ from per But the Emprefc’s Son Tiberius , then 
one of Auguftuis Lieutenants, would nc: A ermit ’em 
to be Deceiv’d, that he might finilh the whole War 
with lefs Bloodflied. And when tl» r e miferable' 
people found themfelves thus depriv’d of all Hopes 
and Thoughts of Relief, they immediatly pound- 
led a Vcnemous Herb, and poyfon’d themfelves j 
only the Young-Men, by a way more fuitablc to 

their Employments, and agreeable to their Profeffi- 
ons, kill’d themfelves by running upp^^each others 
Swords. ' v- 

In: a (liort time after, the Remainder of the E- 
nemy,; to the Number of 13000, came down in a 
deplorable Manner, and yielded themfelves to the 
Mercy arid Diftretion of the Romans , who feledled 
10000 of the Stropgeft to ferve in the Wars againft 
the. Afturians^ the reft being fold by Troops, and 
lent to Places remote from their own Country, 
Of 10000 that were all difarm’d, many of ’em re¬ 
lented it fe extreamly, that they kill’d themfelves 
with their own Hands, efteeming their Lives of no 
value after the lots of their Liberties and Arms. 
Auguflus being then in thofe Parts, permitted the 
Soldiers of his Guards of Spaniards to depart into 
Gaul with large Prefents, and Privilege to enter in 
Rank among the Roman Legions. He built Saragofa , 
and fevcral other Places ot Note, which he fill’d 
with ftrong Garrifons, to prevent the Infurre&ions 
of the Ctltibtrians , and afterwards he built a large 
Stone • Bridge over the great River Iberus. Thea 
Ihortly after having overthrown the Cornifii , Allo¬ 
cates to the Afturians, taken their City, and put 
all the Inhabitants to the Sword 3 he march'd a- 
gainft fhe Aftwians, themfelves, who being envi- 

ton’d an aU Parts, burnt, ftabb’d, and poyfon’d 

' ; ' them- 
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themfelves, together with a great Number of thei 
Neighbours. Yet there remain’d many Parties ol 
fcatter’d People, who in a fhort time gather’d toge¬ 
ther from all Parts, and all at once refolv’d to at¬ 
tack the Romans, which they did with fuch extra¬ 
ordinary Refolution and Obftinacy, that nothing 
but the Night could feparate ’em, after very great 
Lodes on both Sides. The next Morning they 
joyn’d with more dreadful Fury than before, and 
the Battel continu’d very /harp and bloody till 
Night, at which time the Romans by their extraor¬ 
dinary Difdpline, and with extream difficulty, ob¬ 
tain’d the Viftory, confefling. That they never en¬ 
counter'dfuch fierce and cruel Enemies. Augufius having 

thus happily finiffi’d this War, built feveral Places 
in that Country, which afterwards were much im¬ 
prov’d and enlarg’d. 

This Year was as remarkable for feveral Wars in 
other Parts, as it had been for Revolts in Spain 
Marcus Crajfius , one of Augufius's Lieutenants on the 
Danube march’d into the Country of the Mafians 
a fierce and lavage People beyond Tanonia and the 
Danube , who had never feen the Romans. Upon the 
Approach of the Enemies Troops, Gne of their Com¬ 
manders came boldly up to the Front of the Roman 
Army, and cry’d, Who are you , that dare come to mo* 
left us ? The other reply’d. We are Romans, the 
Lords of Nations. It (hall be Jo, anfwer’d the Msefian, 
if you overcome us j and there upon made a Vow to 
facrifice to their Gods the Entrails of fuch Captains as they 
took of the Romans, and afterwards devour 'em. Not- 

wirhftanding their Threats and their unufual Fierce- 
nefs, they were foon put to Flight, and afterwards 
fubdu’d, with all thole who had joyn’d with ’em. 
About the lame time Terentius Vano, another of the 
Emperor’s Lieutenants, fubdu’d the Salajfi, a People 
upon the Alps, dilarm’d ’em, gave pan of their 

Territory to the fratorian Soldiers, and there built 

a City 
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I Augufia Pretoria, now Aoufie. Vinctus 
appeas’d fome Troubles in Germany , and 
was very fuccefcful in feveral Places, by which Vi- 

Augufius the Title of Impera - 

tor, an Honour he had feveral times receiv’d before. 

Agrippa, whom Augufius had juftly advanc’d to the 
higheft Dignities, was no lefs employ’d in the City 
than others were in the Provinces, adorning it with 
feveral Noble Structures at his own Charges among 

finifliing the Pantheon •, a famous Temple, fo Pa 

:s of the Gods, or from 
its Arch’d Roof, which refembl’d the Heavens. Au¬ 
gufius at his Return ended the Year with the Mar¬ 
riage of Anthony’s Daughter Cleopatra , to Juba King 
of Mauritania , and with that of his own Daughter J l 
Julia to OilaviaS Son Marcellas , a Youth ot the 

higheft Merits and Accomplifhments. And now ce iius. 

having fmi/h'd all Wars he tout up the Temple of The Tem t 
Janus a fecond time, within lefs than a Year after 
it had been open'd, being not very ambitious of f 
new Conquefts: For tho’ during the whole courfe time. 
of his Government, he neglected no Wars that 
might be neceflary or ufeful, yet he always left fuch 
to Heroes as were purely glorious. 




II. For a fliort fpace the whole Roman Empire 
continu’d in a profound Peace; and now Augufius 
entring upon his tenth Confullhip with Norbanus , 
the Senate by Oath approv’d of all his ACts j and 
after a Donative of about twelve Crowns to each 
Citizen, the Senate gave him a greater Authority" 
than ever, making him wholly free from the Power 
of the Laws. Many other things were decreed in 
Honour of him; and likewife, That his Nephew 
Marcellas , upon the account of his extraordinary 
Merits, Ihou’d take Place in the Senate among thofe 
of the Praetorian Rank, and that he might ftand for 

the Confullhip ten Years before the Laws permitted 

hp 
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him. And in favour of his EmpreflesSon ftbcrit 
ic was ordain’d. That lie might ftand -for any 0 
ficc of Magiftfacy five Tears before die ufual Time 
fliortiy after which, MarceSus was’made tsLdilc, an 
Tiberius, Qua ft or. In which Year eAiiists Gaik 
Goverhour cif tALgjpt, hy Augaftus's Order, to it 
venge fome Affronts upon the Arabians pierc’d 

conudcrahle Way into their Country, under tb 
Guidance of SyUaus , a Noble Man of Arabia. Th 
caus’d the Temple of Janus to be open’d, after i 
had been fhut lels than a Tear; but Callus, havinj 
firft overthrown the Sabaaus in Battle, and then Iol 
the greateft Part of his Men in the Sandy Defan 
where Syllaus had treacheroufly led ’em, was at lal 
oblig’d to retire. About the lame time the Canta 
brians in Spain and their Neighbours revolted, an< 
furprizing a confiderable Number of die Ramans bj 

a Stratagem, they put.'em all to the Sword. Bui 
ty£lius Lama , Goverriour in thofe Parts, fuffidentjj 
reveng’d their Deaths, laying all their Country 
wafte with Fire and Sword, 'and purfuing the Ene¬ 
my fo vigproufly, that he fliorrly reduc’d ’em to an 
inline Subie&ion. 

The following Year the Emperor being in his e- 
leventh Confullhip, fell into a dangerous Dirtemper, 
in which Time he feem’d to defign the putting the 
Common-wealth once more into the Hands of rhe 
Senate and People; which appear’d the more pro¬ 
bable by his not naming a Succeffor, and by his 
giving the Senate a Book of all the Towns, Provin¬ 
ces, Allies, Forces, Riches, and Cuftoms of the 
whole Roman Empire. When almoft all defpair’d 
of his Life, Antemius Mm fa reftor’d him to his Health, 
to the great Satisfe&ion of the People, who imme¬ 
diately ere&ed a Statue to Mufa, and plac’d it by 
that of istjculapius : The Senate likewue conferr’a 
great Honours upon him, and in favour of his Pro- 

idlion, gave Immunity from publick Imports, to 
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all others who from that time fliould Pra£Hfe Phy- 
fick. At his Recovery there was a general Jpy 
throughout the whole City, which was exprefs’d 
by, many publick and magnificent Shows j and ma¬ 
ny Fathers upon their Death-Beds commanded their 
Children to carry their Sacrifices to the Capitol with 
this Infcriptiori, THAT AT THE DAY OF THEIR 
DEATHS THEY LEFT AUGUSTUS IN 
HEALTH: And further it Was ordain’d, that 
from that time no Man fliould be put to Death on 
fuch Days isAuguftus would enter the City j fo 
much, and heartily was this great Prince belov’d. 

Shortly after Auguftus joyn’d hithfelf to Calpttmius 

Tifo in the Coniulftiip, a Perfon of the Party of 
Vompey and Brutus. After which he for a time re¬ 
tir’d himfelf into the Countr y, leaving Lucius Sc [Hus 
his Deputy, a conftanr Friend to Brutus and his Me¬ 
mory j which Impartial Carriage fo affefited the Se¬ 
nate, that they immediately decreed him Perpetual 

Tmonjul of the Roman Empire, and Tribune of the 

People, and gave him Power of aflembling the Se¬ 
nate whenfoever he pleas’d. In the mean time 
MarctUus , for whofe Sake Agrippa had gone into 
Jfus, by his generous and noble Behaviour in his 
v£dile-(hip, gain’d himfelf much Love and Repu¬ 
tation. All the City judg’d and hop’d that,he fliould 
fucceed Auguftus in ihe Empire3 but lhortly after, 
this extraordinary promiling Youth died, to the 
excceeding Grief of all 3 a Perfon of whom Virgil The Death 

faid, That the Dejlinies had only (hewn him to the World, *f Mar * 
and taken bint away, left Rome jhoud have had too much ce ^ u *' 
Vanity for the poffejftng of fo great a Bleffwg. He had 

a Publick Funeral, with many other Honours de¬ 
creed him and his Death was by fome imputed to 
the Emprefs Libia, the moft exquifite Project refs of 
her Sex, who was much diflatisfy’d at his 6emg pre- 

ferr’d before her own Son Tibahts. 
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The following Tear had M. MarceUus and L. j 
runtius for Confuls, and was accompanied with 1 
many difeouraging Accidents, and fo great a Plagui 
that the Lands of Italy were left untill’d. Th 
Commons imagined thefe Calamities to have pre 
ceeded from the Want of Augufius's being Confi 
this Tear, with great Ardency requir'd the Senai 
to make him Dictator, threatning to fire the Houfi 
and there detain’d the Senators rill they had decree 
it. After which they all repair’d to Augufius , wit 
twenty four Axes and Fa fees, begging him to accef 
of the Dictatorjhip, and to permit himfelf to be mad 
Procurator of Provifions, as Tom fey had former! 
been. He unwillingly accepted of the latter Im 
ployment, and a died accordingly, but wou’d by » 
Pertwafions admit of the Diclatorjhip ; and when h 
cou’d no otherwife fatisfie the People, he in a vio 
lent Paffion tore his Robes in their Prefence, wife! 
declining the Envy and Danger of that Title, whei 
he had already the Honour and Authority of it ii 
mod Cafes. He made the fame Refufal when the] 
offer’d to creare him perpetual Cenfor, naming *s£m 
Hus Lepidus, and Munatius Flancus for that Office 
who were the laft Ctnfors of Private Perfons. An< 
tho’ they bore the Office, yet Augufius a&edin ma 
ny thing pertaining thereto. In this Tear he pui 
an end to fome particular Aflemblies, and refornu 
l'otce others. He requir’d the Frators , whom late 
ly he had reduc’d to Ten, to take Care of the Cele¬ 
bration of all Publick Games; yet ftill that fom< 
Stipend ftiould be allow’d ’em by the People. Ht 
likewife ordain’d, by a particular Edidt, That none 
fhould exhibit the Show of Gladiators, without Or- 
dersfrom the Senate, and then no ofener than twice 
a Year, nor with more than i io Gladiators. To 
the Curule vAdiles he committed the Charge of ex- 
tinguifting Fires, allowing 600 Slaves for that Set- 
vice. And becaufe the Elites, and many Illuftri- 

OU» 
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ous Women of late were accuftom’d to dance in 

the Orchefira at the Theaters, he order’d, that not 
only the Children of Senators, which before had 
been prohibited j but likewife that their Grand- 
Children, and thofe of the Eauefirian Order, fliou’d 
be retrain'd from fuch Exerciles for the future. And 
that he might appear a Prince more folicitous of 
good Difcipline, than Luxury and Profufenefs, 
when complaint was made ro him of the great 
Scarcity of Wine, he made Anfwer, That Agrippa 
had , by his AquaduCts, provided, that no Man need die 
with Tbirfi. 

In all thefe Matters Augufius ftiew’d the Authori¬ 
ty of a Legiflator and an Emperor j but in others 
he fo far humbl’d himfelf, as even to plead for fome 
of his Friends, who were cited to anfwer before 
the Publick, and to appear in Courts of Judicature 
like a Private Perfon. M. Frimus , Governour of 
Macedonia , having a Day aflign’d him to anfwer 
for his making War with the Odrifii , alledg’d it was 
by Orders from Augafius or Marcellas j whereupon 
Augufius fpontaneoully enter’d into the Court, and 
being ask’d by the Prator , whether he had given 
any fuch Orders, deny’d it. Upon which L. Murena 
who pleaded for Frimus , with great Boldnefs and 

Anger demanded, What he did there , and who fent 
for him thither ? Augufius with as much Calmnefs and 
Moderation reply a, It was the Commonwealth. Which 
Deportment gain’d him much Efteem, tho’ many 
harbour’d ill Thoughts of him upc*n this Account j 
and fome not only acquitted Primus , but likewife 
confpir’d againft Augufius : The principal of which 
were Murena and Capio, who absenting themfelves, 
were banifli’d by Decree, and afterwards put to 
Death. At the lame time Augufius freely reftor’d 
the Province of Gallia Narbonenfis and Cyprus to the 
People, as little needing the Protections of his Arms j 
and thenceforth Procohfuls began to be few inta 

tWfe 
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thole Provinces. About this Time the Cantabrian 
and Altaians in Sfain revolting again, were in a 
fljort time reduc’d j after which Augufius dedicated 
a Temple to Jupiter the Thunderer. The fame Year 
alio the ^/Ethiopians about <Agjpu under the ConduQ 
of their great Queen C*ndace t walled all the Coun¬ 
try as far as the City Elephantina y where when 
they underftood that C.?etronius y Governour of 
tAEffpu was marching again ft ’em, they endeavour’d 
to make their Retreat, bur were intercepted and 
defeated. This Succeis occafion’d Tetronins to march 
into their Country, where he manag’d the War 
with great Advantage, taking, among others, the 
Royal City Tanape, which after he had demolilh’d, 
and left a Garnfon in another City, he retreated 
with the greateft nart of his Army, not being able 
to proceed by reafon of the violent Heats and Moun¬ 
tains of Sand. Yet afterwards underftanding, that 
the Garrifon which he had left behind him was vi- 
goroufly attack’d, he return’d with much Celerity 
and Diligence, and reliev’d it y and (hortly after he 
conftrain’d Candace to receive Terms of Accommo¬ 
dation, returning with his Army, richly laden with 

Booty, to Alexandria . 

The following Year Augujlus defigning a Journey 
C ’ through all the Eaftern Provinces the People of 
73 3 - Rome tell into great Cornells and Difturbances a- 

bout the ele&ing of Confuls , which gave the Em¬ 
peror fuch TrouDle, that he found it neceflary to 
create a new Magiftrate to govern the City, and 

to prevent thefe and the like Diforders in his Ab- 

fence. He judg’d Agrippa to be the moft proper 

Perfon for fo great a Command, and to procure 

him the more Rcfpe& and Authority, he caus’d 

him to divorce his Wife, tbo’ Ihe was his Sifter OBa- 

Juii*’* via 's Daughter, and to marry his own Daughter Ju- 

: Mccanas having before polirickly fuggelted him, 

Aaripp*. Tb* t fa* b* already modi A grippa fo grtat and power- 
* fid 
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ful, be hrujt ofmiejftf make him his Son-in-Let-w , or take 

his Lift. While Agrippa with the utmoft Wifdom and 
Diligence ■Was raking Care of the City, Augustus, , firft 
fettling the 'Affairs of’ Sicily, pafs’d over into Greece , 
where he honour’d the Lacedaemonians With His Com- 
ny, and lheW’d ’emparticular Marks of his Favour 
caufe they had formerly harbour’d and entertain’d 
Livia with her Husband and Son, when they fled out 
of Italy. From Greece he fail’d to Samos, and there 
Winter’d. In the Spring following when Apuleius 
and Sillius Were Confuls, he crofs’d over into A fa, 
and fettled Aftairs in Bithynia, and other Provinces 

through which he pafs’d, with no lefs Care and Dili¬ 
gence, than if they had belong’d to himfelf, and not 
to the People. Upon his approaching nigh the 
Borders of Parthia , Phraortes , King of that Nation, 
out of Refpeft to his Perfon, and Dread to his Arms, 
fent him all the Military Erifighs and Prifoners taken 
from CraJJks and Antony ; Which he receiv’d after the 

fame Mariner, and with the fame Satisfaction as if 

he had overthrown the Parthia ns in Battel. Having 

recover’d all rhefe ThingsWith much Honour and no 



Bloodflied, he caus’d Sacrifices to be offer’d, and , 
commanded that a Temple fhou’d be decreed in the 
Capitol to Mars the Avenger,, in Imitation of that to 
Jupiter Feritpus, in which Military Enfigns were al- 

At which time Julia brought A~ 

on whofe Birth- 


o to be hung up. 

■ippa a Son whom he nam’d Caius, 

'ay a perpetual Sacrifice was decreed, with other 

at their own Charge 
and Hunting, to the 


olemnities; and the t/£dilc. 
dded Games on Horfeback, 


Birth-Day Solemnities of the Emperor. 

Auguflus, a fter he had pafs’d through many Provin¬ 
ces in the Ea(t, in the latter end of the Yearreturn’d 
to Samos, a fecond time, to Which Places he granted 
?reat Privileges j and was met there by Ambaffadors 
from Tor as and Pandion, two of the mightieft Kings' 
if the Indians , who came fuch a Diftance to fue for 

C the 
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the Alliance of fo great an Emperor, and brought 
with ’em many Grange Creatures, and many rare 
and valuable Prefents. During his long ftay at Sa¬ 
mos, at the next Election of Confuls, the City of 
Rome was fill’d with dangerous Tumults and Diftur- 
banc.s, caus’d by the violent Pr a Slices of Egsiatius Ru¬ 
fus, who forceably endeavour’d to be cholen Conful 
i n the Place of Augustus. Auguftus underftanding thefe 
Mifchiefs, immediately nam’d Q^Lucretiusfot the Per- 
fon, formerly a Profcrib’d Man, which threw Rufus 
into fuch a terrible Rage, that he immediately form’d 
a Confpiracy with M. Genucius and Tlautius Rufus to 
aflalfinate the Emperor at his Return. But before 
that time their Defigns and Practices were all difco- 
ver’d, and they themfelves Executed by Order of Se¬ 
nate. As Auguftus return’d home he was met at A- 
tbens by that great Poet Virgil, who to finifh his tenets 
had retir’d to Greece ; and meeting here with Auguftus 
he return’d with them, and vifiting Megara in a very 
hot Seafon, contrasted a Diftemper, which fo njuch 
increas’d with Sailing, that in a few Days after his 
S J 11 Landing at Rrundufum he dy’d, in the 5id Year of 

his Age. This Great Men was highly in Favour, 
and moft intimately acquainted with Auguftus , who 
extreamiy admir’d and lov’d him, as well for the Ini¬ 
mitable Excellencies of his Mufe, as the Immortal 
Honours he receiv’d from his Pen: For under the 

Name of -AEneas he made the nobleft, the moft ex- 
quifite, and moft compieat Panegyrick upon Auguftus, 
that ever was made in any Age of the World; and 
is generally believ’d to have much promoted that Ve¬ 
neration the Senate and People had for him, which 
difplay'd it felf more openly at his Return home 
than formerly. For they now gave him the Dignity 
of Conful for Life, ordaining, That he fliou’d always 
have twelve Axes and Fafces bore before him; and 
that he fliou’d fit in a Cwule Chair between the Con¬ 
fuls. They alfo petition’d him to make new Laws, 

and 
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and offer’d to fwear to obey ’em : He made feveral 
new iJaws, but refus’d their Oaths, intimating. That 
if his Laws Were grateful to 'em, their Oaths woud he 
needlefs } if not, they wou d he ineffectual. 

At this time Agrippa, from his Government in the jj ^ 
City, march’d into Gad, where thelnvafions of the * 
Germans had rais’d fome new Troubles. Having fet- 7 
led the Affairs of that Country, he pafs’d from thence 
into Spain, where there was great need of the Pre¬ 
fence of fo renown’d a Commander: For the Can¬ 
tabrians, who before had been Prifoners of War, and 
been made Slaves, had with great Dexterity deftroy’d 
their Matters3 and gathering together in great Num¬ 
bers, fortify’d feveral Places, and vigoroufly attack'd 
the Roman Garrifons. Agrippa march'd againft thefe 
with great diligence, where he had a molt dreadful 
and bloody Conteft with fuch of ’em as had ferv’d 
the Romans , and had now defpair’d of Pardon. He 
for a while fuffer’d the extreameft Inconveniendes $ 
but at length having loft many of his Soldiers, and 
fix’d a Mark of Ignominy upon many others for 
their ill Services, he deftroy’d almoft all the Canta¬ 
brians that were of Military Age, difarm’d the reft, 
and brought ’em all from their Mountainous Places 
into the open Plains. Thus Agrippa conipleated the Spain’s 
Conqueft of Spain , which Country had with fomeA tt *f. R/M 
Intermilfions refilled the Romans with great Obftina- dH 
c y and Bravery for about too Years; and notwith- 
ftanding Agrippa s excellent Services, this Great Man 
modefty refus’d a Triumph, giving Augufius the Ho¬ 
nour of all. And Augufius himfelf was not very 
ambitious of the Honour of fubduing Barbarous Peo- 

I kle, as it plainly appear’d in the following Year, 
fhen the Getes and Dacians being in Civil Wars a- 
nong themfelves, Lentulm, who before had warr’d 
gainft’em with good Succefs, reprefented to him the 
advantages he might make of thefe Domeftick Di-* 
turbances. Augufius with great Reafon and Mode- 

C % ration 
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ration told him, The Injufiice of making War with any 

Nation without an Injury firfi committed } then added, 
That tbof : who fought a fmaU Gain with great Hazard 
and Danger , were like fucb as angled with a Golden Hook , 
the breaking or lofs of which was of much greater Confide- 
ration than the •value of any Fifi. And therefore thefe Bar¬ 
barous People were to be left to their own MiJtries j and that 
by the Bleodfhed from their own Companions , they were a- 
bundantly puniflld for their affronts they offer’d formerly tt 

the Romans, who ought not to begin to do Injury. 

About this time Augufius being defiroiis of reform¬ 
ing feveral Abufes in the City, to do it the more ef¬ 
fectually he joyn’d Agrippa with him in Quality oi 
Cenfor j and to give him greater Authority, made him 
alfo Tribune of the People for five Years. He firft cor¬ 
rected fome Diforders in the Senate, then reform’d 
the Eefuites , the Publick Spectacles and Plays, and 
the Methods of fuing for all Offices 5 in the latter he 
fometimes diftributed Money among whole Tribes, 
in fuch a Manner as might moft probably prevent 
Bribes. He Fin’d many that refus’d to Marry after 
an appointed Age, and as much incourag’d thofe 
who had many Children: He gave Hortenfius 15000 
Crowns to procure him a Wife, that he might pre- 
ferve the Noble Family of the Horten fi. He ordain’d 
alfo. That all Virgins fhou’d, be twelve Years of Age 
before they Marry’d, and permitted any Perfon to 
kill an Adulterer taken in the FaCt, without Punifh- 
ment 5 alfocondemning all Sodomites without Remit- 
fion. And in Matters of Military Difciplinc he was 
more than ordinary exaCt 5 and becaufea Knight had 
cut off his Son’s Thumbs to difable him from going 
to the Wars, he immediately fold him and all his 
Goods. He reduc’d many things to the primitive Or¬ 
der, and wou’d fuffer no difolure Officers in the 
Camp; and particularly he difcharg’d one Herennius , 
who fubmiffively begging Pardon, alledging. That 
he knew not what Excule to make to his Friends, he 

renlv’tl. 
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reply’d, Tell them Idifpleas’d you. He likewife took 
care, that the Senate fhou’d Be always holden with 
great Reverence; that the Senators ftiou’d meet as at 
a Temple of Devotion \ and that no Decree Ihou’d 
pafs but in the Prefence of 400 Senators, if poflibly 
to be effected. He alfo Ordain’d, That no Man 
fhou’d have fo great a Privilege and Honour as the 
Freedom of Rome, but after a ftridt Examination of 
his Merits; fetting new Rules and Limits to the Ma¬ 
ri u million of Slaves. In this Point he was always 
very fevere, and when Tiberius writ to him to beg the 
Freedom of Rome for a Grecian, who was one of his 
Clients, he anfwer’d him, That he wou d do nothing in 
this Cafe , 'till he came bimfelfand fatisfy d him oftheju- 
fiice of his Requefl. His beloved Wife Livia petitio¬ 
ning in like manner for a Tributary Gaul, he abfo- 
lutely deny’d him his Freedom, yet granted Immu¬ 
nity and Exemption from his Tribute, profelfing, 

7bat he -wou d fooner condcfeend to a Diminution of the 
Tublick Revenue, than to proflitHtt the Honour of the 

Roman Citizens. 

This Year the Emperor’s firft Ten Years being ex- 
pir’d he took the Government upon him for five Jon- w. 
ger, which were foon afrer encreas’d to Ten, and U. C. 
Agrippa's Authority enlarg’d. At the fame time He 717 
and Jgrippa gave the People the Pleafure of the great 
Secular Games , which had not been feen for a hundred 
Years before, and were now celebrated with more 
than ordinary Pomp and Magnificence. And in this 
Particular no Prince ever exceeded him, being him- 
felf a great Admirer of all thofe Publick Plays, Shows, 
ind Games which were fo much in ufe among the 
Romans. The Charge and Variety of thefe were 
tnuch greater in this Reign, than almoftin any other j 
ind the Emperor himfelf often gave great Rewards 
0 the Victors in all the Martial Exerciles. He took a 
Peculiar Delight in the Tournament, or Warlike Pa- 
time call’d Troy , and making choice of his Boys of 

C 3 greater 
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greater and lefler Stature, he exhibited it very fre¬ 
quently, judging it an Ancient and Honourable Ex- 
ercilc, and becoming the Education of the principal 
Nobility. He much incourag’d Wreftling, but in 
chofe Games he wou’d not permit any Woman to be 
prefent, juftly accounting it too grofs an Indecency 
for Women to gaze on Naked Men. His Affection 
to Plays greatly appear’d by his Rewards he gave to 
the bed A&ors, but more efpecially at a particular 
Time, when being at the Theatre, and finding the 
People difeomposu by a fudden Apprehenfion of the 
falling of the Building, he immediately remov’d from 
his own Seat, and plac’d himfelf where the Dangei 
was mofi imminent. Notwirhftanding the Encou¬ 
ragement he gave to Players, he exactly andfeverally 
examin’d their Morals; not allowing the lead Licen- 
tioufnefs in their Lives, nor Indecency in their Acti¬ 
ons. He punifh’d their Crimes many Ways j and 


having Information that one Stephanas, a Comedian 
was attended by a Woman in the Habit of a Boy, he 
order’d him to be whipt through the three Theatres 
and banifh’d the City. In thefe Secular Games, one 
of the Players calling him LorJ , he fhew’d remarka¬ 
ble Signs of his DilTatisfa&ion to the People ; and 
rhe next Morning he Publiflied a fevere Edift, for- 

Caiu* ntd biddin 8 ab P er f° ns to give him that Title for the 
Lucius future- Upon the finiftiing of thefe Games, he a- 
ySdopted by dopttd vigrippa's two Sons, Ca’ius and Lucius , the 

Augufias. latter of which was juft now born. 

About the fame rime the Stcambri, Ufpetes, and 
Tenchteri , People of Germany , furpriz’d fome Romans 

in their Territories, and crucify’d’em; then palling 
the Rhine with great Expedition, wafted many Parts 
of Gaul, overthrew a confiderable Parry of Horfe ; 
and Ihottly after Lollius, Proconful of Gaul's from 
whom they took a Standard. Lollius, tho’ a Perfpn of 
but ftnall Vigour and A&ian, in a fhort time found 

an Opportunity of revenging himfelf by engaging 

thefe 
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thefe barbarous Invadors, and driven ’em beyond 
the Rhine. On the other fide C.Lentulus wag’d War 
with the Dacians beyond the Danube , kill’d three of 
their Commanders, withgreat Numbersof their Men 
and afterwards plac’d a Garrifon near the Danube , to 
flop the Inroads and Devaftations of thefe Savage 
People. Auguflus finding all thefe Commotions, dis¬ 
pos'd of the Affairs in Italy to go into Gaul, and that 
as well to make his Prefence more valuable in the 
City, as for any Bufinefs in thofe Parts, as fome have 
written. At the fame time divers Nations about the 
Danube endeavour’d to Revolt, brr were foon fup- 
prefs’d by the Care and Vigilance of the Emperor’s 
Lieutenants in thofe Parts. But the greateft Infur- 
re&ions were now in Gaul, occafion’d by the Avarice 
of Licinius Enceladus, Solicitorof theEmperor’s Affairs 
in that Country: For he having commanded the 
People to procure their Tribute every Month, by a 
deceitful Account reckon’d Fourteen Months in the 
Tear, inftead of Twelve. This Perfon being accus’d 
to his Matter for Money gain’d by Rapine and Ex¬ 
tortion found means to efcape any fignal Puni fit¬ 
ment, by laying before Augustus his large Quantities 
of Gold and Silver, alluring him, That he ainid at no 

other Defign, than the taking from the Gauls their bejl 
Means of Rebellion. After fome rime continuing in 
Gaul, Augustus withdrew himfelf from thofe Parts, 
and fent Tiberius thither to fettle all things in the 
moft peaceable Order. 

During thefe Commotions, the Rhatians, Inhabi¬ 
tants of fome Parts of the Alpes and Germany, made a 
very dangerous Irruption into Italy it felf, making ter¬ 
rible Devaftations, and bearing away great Spoils and 
Booty. They were a People feparated from ail others, 
and fo fierce and cruel, that when ever they took 

any Place from the Romans, they kill’d all the Male 
Children ; and of all the Women with Child they 
ask’d the Opinions of their Augurs 3 and if they 
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ronounc’d the Embryo a Male, they immediate- 

/ ftabb’d the Woman. Auguftus was extreamly con¬ 
cern’d at (heir outrageous ACtiops and dangerous 
Progrefs, and with all Speed fent his Wife Livid i 
Son Drufus , a Perfon of extraordinary Valour, amj 
other Accomplifhments to flop the Torrent of theii 
Fury. He, in a fhort time, with great Skill and 
Dexterity, drove ’em out of Italy , having ftrft given 
’em an entire Overthrow in a fet Battel nigh Trent, 
They write, that the Women fhew’d themfelves fu 
cruel and barbarous in this Fight, that when their 
Darts fail’d them, they took their Infants by their 
Legs, and threw ’em at their Enemies Faces. Thofe 
that w ere forc'd out of Italy , endeavour’d to enter Gaul, 
bur were there repell’d by Tiberius 3 and at length 
they were all conftrain’d to fubmit, moft of their 
beft Men being carry’d away to ferve the Romans in 
Other Parts. Agrippa on the other fide gave Orders 
for the Affairs of Aftu, and all the Eafi, where he 
behav’d himfelf with that noble Skill and Bravery, 
that all the Roman Allies were more firmly eftablifh’d 
than ever,and their Enemies fo effectually fupprefs’d, 
that Auguftus had new Honours decreed him in thofe 
Parts. But Agrippa, notwithftanding his excellent 
Services, out of a peculiar Grearnefs of Mind, re¬ 
fus’d a Triumph when it was decreed him by the 


♦ # 
Senate • and this was the principal Caufe of the lofs 

of this Cuftom fo highly advantageous to thy Ro¬ 
mans 3 others generally following his Example, were 
fatisfy’d only with the Ornaments of Triumph, 
Auguftus having now fettled the Affairs of GW, 
ftopp’d the Incurfions of the Germans , and fupprefc’d 
the Rebellion of Spain 3 he left Drufusyt ith his Army 
upon the Rhine , and return’d to Rome, after he had 
been abfent hear three Years. He was receiv’d with 
an univerfal Joy and Satisfaction, but he refus’d fe- 

Veral New Hopours that were offer’d him 3 neither 

$vou*d he permit the People to come out and meet 
: • '' him 
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him as they defir’d, but according to his Cuftom en- j 
ter’d the City by Night, that he might not give ’em 
too much Trouble. Upon the Death of Lepidus the 
Triumvir about this time, who had liv’d a private 
Life ever fince his Difgrace, Auguftus fucceeded him 

in his Office of Pontifex Maximus , apd exhibited 

fumptuous Shows and Games before the People. He 
gather'd together all the Books of Divinations and 
Predictions, and caus’d ’em to be burnt, to the num¬ 
ber of 1000, referving only fojne feleCt pieces of 
the Sibyls, which he difpos’d into two gilt Desks 
under the Pedeftal of Apollo Palatinus, He augmented 
the Number, the Dignity, and the Revenue of the 
Priefts, efpecialiy oi the Vefial Virgins, for which 
Order he had a particular efteem. He now took a 
Review of the Senators, and confirm’d Agrippa in 
his Office of Tribune for five Years longer; but nor 
long after, this famous Man being return’d from a 
Journey out of Pannonia , where he had quell’d fome 
Difturbances, fell lick and dy’d, before Auguftus 
cou’d arrive to fee him. This was a great Afflicti¬ 
on to many Worthy Perfons, efpecialiy to Auguftus j 
who after his Body was brought into the City, and 
plac’d in the Forum , made a Funeral Oration him- 
iclf declaring all the Noble Exploits, and generous 
ACts of this Great Man, who was unquestionably 
the belt Man of his Age in Dion's Opinion, the bra- 
vefl: Soldier, the trueft Friend, and greateft Affiftant 
that Auguftus ever had j which prov’d highly advan¬ 
tageous both to the Empire and Emperor. His Fu¬ 
neral was celebrated with great Pomp and Solemni¬ 
ty , and Auguftus , out of his great Love and juft 
Efteem for him, laid him in his ownSepulcher, tho’ 
Agrippa had a Monument of his own granted him by 

( ie Publick in the Campus Martius. He dy’d in the 
fid Year of the City, m the 15 th Year of Auguftus' $ 
eign, from his EftabliffimentbytheSenateand Peo- 
e, and 10 Years before the Birth of our Saviour, 

■ 111. Thu^ 
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III. Thus long did Augufius Reign, in fome mea 
fare with a Partner, rho’ not a Rival in bis Empire 
and upon his Death he found it neceflary to hav 
one for his Alliance in the Government, fuperio 
to all others in Power and Dignity, the better t< 
prevent Confpiracics and other Inconveniencies. Fo 
this Authority he made choice of Tiberius\ whom hi 
caus’d to quit his Wife Agrippina, the Daughter o 

third hUr- Agrippaby a former Marriage, and to marry Julit 
risgt with Shortly after he fent him againft the Patmmians , wh( 

Ibcrios.^ revolted; whom he fucceftfully fubdu’< 

in a little Time, leading away the younger Sort in 
to other Countries. On the other fide, his youngei 
Brother Drufus did excellent Service again!): the Gaul 
and Germans and at his return was honour’d wid 
the Pruetorpnp. In the fame Year he pafs’d the Rbim 
a fecond time, and made very conliderable Con- 
quells; for which great Services he had Triumphal 
Honours decreed him; and when the rime, of his 
Trtetorflrip was expir’d, he obtain’d Proconfular Power 
Both he and his Brother Tiberius were by the Soldiers 
ialuted with the Title of Imperator , but it was not al¬ 
low’d ’em by Augufius. However the Games which 
Drufus exhibited as Prat or, weredifcharg’d with greai 
Expence, and the Birth-Day of Augufius celebrated 
with as much Solemnity $ thofe pompous Entertain- 
Auptfali* rnents call’d Augufialia, being now firft inftituted by 

verrue of a Cenatufcmfukum , which continu’d for ma¬ 
ny Ages. Thefe were made in honour of Augufius , 
and this Prince gain’d more and more the Love and 
Efteem of his People, particularly by a late Inllance 
of his Mildneft, when his great Friends Mactnts 
and Apuleius were publickly reproach’d for defend¬ 
ing a Perfon accus’d of Adultery Augufius came 
into the Court, and calmly admonilhing the Accu- 

fer. Not to traduce bis Friends and Kindred , rofe up and 

departed. He was fliOrtly after honour’d with Sta¬ 
tues, 
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toes, and it was decreed, That upon his Birth-Day, 
unmarried Perfons of both Sexes might be prefent 
at the Feaft, which had never been allow'd before. 

This Year the BeJJi and Sialtta, barbarous Nati¬ 
ons, making an Irruption into Thrace and Macedonia , 
were overthrown by Pifo , Governor of Pampbylia, 
who obtain’d Triumphal Honours, Thefe were Peo¬ 
ple of great Roughnefs and Ficrcenefs, and their Sa¬ 
vage Temper remarkably appear’d in the Prifoners 
frequent Endeavours to bite and gnaw their Chains 
in Pieces with their Teeth. In the mean time Au¬ 
guftus employ’d himfelf in making an Inventory of 
his whole Eftace, as if he had been a private Man j 
and again furveying the Senate, and perceiving rhe 
Members were very flow in meeting, he ordain’d that 

a Senatufconfultum might be madeby fewer than 400, 

1 which number had formerly been neceflary. Now 
i again both Senate and People contributed Money 
for making of Statues 3 but Auguftus would permit 
none to be ere&ed, but only to Publick Safety, Con¬ 
cord, and Peace. It was now alfo decreed, that the 
Temple of Janus fhou’d be fhut3 but this was hin¬ 
der’d by the Dacians , who fuddenly pafs’d over the 
River Ifter or Danube when it was frozen, and made 
great Devaftations in Pannonia • Befides which, the 
Dalmatians , not enduring the Exa&ion of Tribute, 
began to caft off their Yoak. The Germans were like- 
wife up in Arms, fince the departure of Drufus, who ex- 
pedirioufly return’d thither, and in a Ihort time fup- 

prefs’d ’em, as Tiberim did not Dacians and Dalmatians , 
ro the great Satisfaction of the Ciry. But the Joy and 
Satisfaction that the People receiv’d from the Sue- 
cedes abroad, was exrreamly allay’d by the Death 7 Deat6 

of Oclavia, Sifter to Auguftus , for whom the whole «/6a»ri*. 
City had a more than ordinary Efteem and Vene¬ 
ration. Auguftus caus’d her Body to be laid publick- 
ly in State, in the Sacrary of Julius Cxfar, where 

be himfelf made a Funeral Oration in Praiieof her 

g re M 
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great Merits and excellent Uertues. Drufus publick- 

ly chang’d his Senarorian Robe for a Mourning 
Gown, and her own Sons-in-law carryMher a way; 
but Augmflus thought it not convenient to admit of 
all the Honours that were decreed her. She died 
in the 744th Year of the City, and eight Years be¬ 
fore our Saviour’s Nativity. 

XJ. C. In the following Year, when Drufus was made 
745. Conful with Q^Crifpinus, he endeavouring to gain 

new Conquefts and Honours, pals’d the Rhine , and 
invaded the Territories of the Cbatti in Germany , and 
having defeated ’em in a fet Battel, proceeded into 
the Counrry of the Suevi, and from thence march’d 
againft the Chtrufd , pals’d the Vtfurgts, and laid all 
Walk as far as the River Alb is, which was much fur¬ 
ther than ever any Roman had attempted before. 
Having in vain endeavour’d to pafs this River, he 
ere&ed Trophies and retir’d ; fora Woman of more 
then Human Stature, as Dion relates the Story, met 
him in the Way, and calling him by his Name, de¬ 
manded of him. Whither bis boundlefs Ambition would 

burrj him ? Declaring further. That the Fates did not 

permit him to fee all Parts , therefore bid him retire , for 
the Period both of bis Life and Actions was now approach¬ 
ing. Drufus being now thirty Years of Age, Ihort- 
ly after died in his Return, before he cou’d reach 
the Rhine But his Sicknds continu’d fo long, that 
Augufius , who was at no great Diftance from him, 
fent with all fpeed for his Brother Tiberius, who had 
rraveil’d the la ft Two Hundred Miles in twenty four 
Hours, and at his arrival found him ftill alive, tho’ 
Yj Dfstb juft expiring. He convey’d his Body to Rome, where 
*> Crafus he was extreamly belov’d and admir’d. Centurions 

and Tribunes bearing it in the beginning, and af¬ 
terwards the chiefeft Men of the City, with much 
Sorrow and Solemnity. His Body being plac’d in 

the Forum , he was there honour’d by Tiberius with a 

Funeral Oration, and a^ain by Augufius himfelf in 
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the Flaminian Cirque. From thence he was born by 
the moft confiderable of the Equites , and others of 
the Senatorian Rank, into the Campus Martins, where 
being bumr, the Allies were laid in Augufius s own 
Sepulcher. The Surname of Germanicus was alfo 
given to him and his Sons, befides the Honours of 
magnificent Statues and Triumphal Arches, and of a 
noble Monument upon the River Rhine -, all which 
were juftly due to a young Perfon of his extraordi- 
nary Merits and uncommon Vertues. 

Augufius leaving this City lhortlyafter,retir’dhim- 
felf, and wou’d not return this Year upon the Ac¬ 
count of Drufus's Death 5 bur in the following he 
enter’d Rome , where he round both the Confute and 
other Magiftrates accus’d for procuring their Places 
by Money. Augufius at prefent wou’d make no In¬ 
quisition, refolving to punilh none by vulgar Re- 
Ports, nor pardon any who were manifeftly convict¬ 
ed. But he wifely took confiderable Sums of Money 
of all fuch as flood for any Office by way of Pledge 3 
and if any Indirect Practices or Briberies were dif- 
cover’d, they were oblig’d to forfeit all. This Ordi¬ 
nance met with great Approbation from moft Perfons, 
but his other concerning Slaves had not fo general a 
Succefs: Whereas the Laws had difallow’d of Slaves 
being oblig’d by Torture to confefs any thing againft 
their own Matters 3 Augufius therefore order’d, that 

when Necefiity requir’d it, fuch Slaves fhould be 
fold to himfelf, or the Publick, that their Property 
being alter’d, their Examination might be free. Tho’ 
this was difplealing to many, yet Augufius ftiU grew 
more and more popular, by reafonof his great Cle¬ 
mency and Compliance in many Cafes. Particu¬ 
larly, when one of his Soldiers about this time de- 
lir’d him to undertake his Caufe, he immediately 
lent him an Advocate 3 and that not fatisfying the 
Fellow, who boldly and bluntly told him, That he 

never few' d him by Proxy, he went himfelf and plead- 
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ed his Caufe. In like manner he affifted another 
Friend at the Bar, whofe Caufe he gain’d 3 arid not on¬ 
ly difmifs’d his Accufer, whofe behaviour towards 
him had been very impudent, but upon his being 
publickly cenfur’d for his Ill Manners fhortly after, 
he freely pardon’d him. He was fo affable that he 
admitted the Salutations of the meaneft of the Peo¬ 
ple, and received their Petitions with fuch Pleafant- 
nefs and Alacrity, that when a certain Perfon pre- 
fented him his Requeft fomewhattimeroufly, he mer¬ 
rily reprehended him, faying, He deliver d it,as tho 
be was preferring fometbing to an Elephant. His Firmnefs 
and Faithfulnefr to his Friends was al ways remarka¬ 
ble 5 yet how great and potent foever his Favourites 
were in Rome, he wou’d allow ’em no greater Pri - 
vileges than others, without juft and manifeft Rea- 
fons 3 nor by any means exempt ’em from the Judi¬ 
ciary Law's Vrocubts , one of his Freed-men and 
Favourires, being convi&ed of Adultery with La¬ 
dies of Quality, he wou’d not fpare him, but caus’d 
him to fuffer Death. Of all the Criminals and Ac¬ 
cus’d Perfons in his Reign, refcu’d but one, who 
before had been very ferviceable to him 3 but he 
protected him no other way than by his Intreaties 
with which he fo mollified the Heart of his Accufer 
in the Prefence of the Judges, that he withdrew his 
Procefs, and defifted, as Suetonius relates it. 

Jugufius’ sfecond Ten Years being now expir’d, he 
made feveral Offers of laying down his Authority, 
but at laft was perlwaded to receive the Government 
for Ten Years longer 3 which Limitation contribu¬ 
ted mod of all to his Safety and Security In the 
Throne. This Year Augujtus gave the Title of Ite¬ 
rator to Tiberius, upon the Account of fome late hg- 
nal Services in Germany , and likewife made him a 
fecond time Conful. He alfo inlarg’dthe Bounds of 
the Pomarium of the City, and nam’d the Month 
Sextilu, Jugujlus, after his own Name, as his Uncle 
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Julius had formerly done that of guintilis : and 
made a further Reformation of the Year. While he 
was thus bufily employ’d, his great Friend Mecunas 7 % Dta[ & 
died, which griev’d him extreamly, being a Perfon of Mec«. 
with whom he had contrafted the neareft Friendfhip nas * 
and Familiarity, and a Perfon who had been the 
moft ferviceable of all others in moderating his Paf- 
fions, and bringing him to a calm and fedate Tem¬ 
per. Of fhis there is a remarkable Inftance, when 

Auguftus fet judging many accus’d Perfons, Mtaenat 
perceiving by his Temper at that time that he wou’d 
condemn many of 'em, and not being able to ap¬ 
proach him by reafon of the Crowds of People, he 
wrote, Rife uf Executioner , and threw the Paper into 
his Lap; which Auguftus perceiving, he immediately 
rofe up without fentencing any of 'em. Auguftus 
was highly fatisfied that his Friends wou’d take the 
Liberty to reprove him, when his own Nature or his 
Bufineis too much inclin’d him to Paffion. This was 
j accounted a great Evidence of his Virtue, that nor- 
withftanding his frequent oppofing the Emperor’s 
extravagant Defires, neverthelefs he was ftill efteem’d 
as his moft familiar Friend. Yet tho’ he had fo 
great an Intereft with the Emperor, he was never fo 
ambitions as to accept of any Dignity himfclf, rett¬ 
ing fatisfied with the Eyutftrian Degree j which fome 
have attributed to his great defire of Eafe, and Love 
of Pleafure, tho’ more that of a Vertuofo than a Sevfu~ 
d\ft. And in this he was much encourag’d and high¬ 
ly applauded by the greateft Poets and ingenious 
Men in thofe Days, of whom he was the nobleft ' 
and moft munificent Patron, as alfo of all Learned 
Perfons j a Character which has rais’d and immor¬ 
taliz'd his Name as much as thofe of the greateft 
Princes in the World. He died in the 747th Year 
of the City, and Five Years before our Saviour’s 
Nativity j in which Year dy’d Horace, the Prince of 
the Latin Lyrick Poets, as tho’ he had fympathiz’d 

with 





with his great Patron* being in the 57 tb Year of 

hiS Age. About this time the famous Dionyfius Har- 
Ucamaflem began to write his Books of the Roman 
Hiftory and Antiquities. 

While Jigifus was feduloufly employ’d in the 
Publick Affairs, Tiberius was no lefsbtme in his Con- 
fulfhip: He undertook the Reparation of the Temple 
of Concord, upon which he plac’d his own Name, 
together with that of his Brother Drufus, After 
which he dedicated the Temple of JJv^a his Mother, 
flie her felf being ptefent at the Cerefnony and So¬ 
lemnity ; at which time he noble treated all the Sena¬ 
tors in the Capitol , and Livia, with the Ladies by them- 
felves. Shortly after he left Rome and march’d into 
Germany , where fome Infurre&ions had been made , 
but nothing memorable was perform’d in that Coun¬ 
try this Year. This Year a terrible Fire happened in 
Rome about the Forum , which confum’d many Build¬ 
ings, and was believ’d to have been caus’d by fuch 
as were deeply in Debt, who thought to eafe them- 
felves by the Ruin of their Neighbours, and the 
ConfuGon of the City. This occalion’d the Creati- 

Carafo on °f certain new Officers, call’d Curatorts Vicorum, 

Viconim! w ^° were permitted on certain Days, within the 

' Extent of their Authority, to wear the Robe of a 
Magiftrate, and to have two Lichrs go before ’em 3 
and to them were now aflign’d the Six hundred 
Slaves who formerly attended the ts£diles for the 
exringuifhing of Fires. And at the fame time, by 
Augujlui s particular Order, the City was divided 
into Fourteen Regions or Wards , thofe into inferiour 
PrecinSs, for the better Order and Conveniency 
in the City • the Government of which Wards wa9 
aflign’d to the foremention’d Curatores Vicorum , the 

Tribunes of ibe People, and to the Pratari, by Lot. 

In the following Year, Cains and Lucius, the Empe¬ 
ror’s Grandfons by Jgrippa, by reafon of their high 
Birth and Fortune,began to grow proud and infolent •, 

infomuch 




infomuch that Lucius the younger being at the The¬ 
atre, and hearing himfelr flatter’d there to a high 
Degree, very boldly demanded theConfulfhip for his 
Brother Cains, tho* then but a Boy. This extreamly 
difpleas’d Augujlus, notwithftanding the great Af¬ 
fection he bore to thefe Brothers, and with much 

Concern wilh’d. That never any [uch Neceffity might lie 
upon him as he found formerly, that the Conjuljhip Jhould 
be given to any under twenty years of Age. And when 

the Brothers Were more urgent than ordinary, he 
gravely told ’em, That this high Office was to be dip- 
charged by a Man , and /uch as cod'd take tare that he 
himjelf offended not , and cou d rightly manage the extra¬ 
vagant Dejires of the People. However his Tendernefs 
fo far prevail'd, that at length he gave the Prieft- 
hood to C.aius, and leave to go into the Senate, and 
to be prefent with Senators at Shows and Feafts* 

But fomewhat to balance and curb their ambitious 
Temper, he at the fame time Created Tiberius , Tri¬ 
bune of the People for five Years, and gave him the 
Government of Armenia. Tiberius was neitwith (land- ‘ 
ing extreamly difgufted at the Favour Augujlns lhew’d 
to his Grandfons ; and either for the Riling of 
thefe Youths, or rather as fome believe, for his Dif- 
like of his Wife Julia's Behaviour, he delired Per- 
milfion to retire to the Iiland of Rhodes , where he 
pretended to betake himfelf to Study. This was no 
ways pleafing to Auguffts, who at firll deny’d him 
leave, till by his exceilive Grief and long Falling, 
he obtain’d it; and parting with great Precipitation, 
lie arriv’d at Rhodes , where he there liv’d for feveral 

Years, for the moll part in a private and retir’d Tiberius 
Manner, reading and converfing with the Greeks af- his n c )i r * 
ter a familiar Way, only upon fome Occalioas he mem. 
wou’d appear like a Publick Magiftrate. 

The next Year Augujlns enter’d upon his twelfth U. C, 
Confullhip, in which Time he inftituted two Pra- 749. 
ftclsoi the Praetorian Guards; and Cants being now 

1 > com,- 
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come to Man’s Eftate, he brought him into the 
Court, where he made him Frinceps Juventutis , or 
Trince of the Toutb, and a Fraftcl of a Tribe, the Equites 

prefenting him with Silver Spears. He was like wife 
deiign’d Conful the fifth Year after this; all which 
Honours were conferr’d upon his Brother Lucius af¬ 
terwards. Thus were the two Sons highly honour’d 
and dignify’d by Augufiue-, bat their Mother Julia 
met with a very different Treatment fhortly after. 
For Augu(ius now found that (Tie was arriv’d to that 
excefs of Wantonnefs and Prodigality, that even in 
the Forum and at the Roftra , fhe had her nocturnal 
Meetings, andtibidinousRevels, grcfly abafing thofe 
Courts, in which her Father had made fuch fevere 
Laws againft Adultery. He formerly believ’d, that 
fhe had lived no very ftrift Life, but never imagin'd 
fhe had been fo notorioefly Infamous till now 3 ha¬ 
ving the Misfortune of other Princes, who are ge- 
nerallyleaft acquainted with their neareft Concerns. 
Upon a full difcovery of her Actions and Behavi¬ 
our, the good Emperor was fo violently and fenfibly 
affli&ed, that he could not conceal the Tranfporrs 
of his Grief and Anger from the Publick, but by a 
Writing communicated his Misfortune and the Dif- 
grace of his Family, to the Senate it felf 3 an Indif- 
cretion which he afterwards faid, He would never have 

committed , bad either Aglippa or McCXnas been living. 

Julu her But now being overcome with Shame and Rage, he 

Bawfa- thought of putting his Daughter to Death3 but af- 
■ ter a calmer Coniiderarion, he banifh’d her to Fan- 

datariu, an I Hand in Campania, to which Place fhe 
was voluntarily accompany’d by her Mother Seri bo¬ 
nis, who had been divorced from Auguftus, the fame 
D3y that fhe was deliver’d of her. Having banifh’d 
her, he forbad her the Ule of Wine, and all forts of 
Delicacy whatfoever, either in Diet or Cloaths 3 and 
permitted no Perfon of what Condition foever, to 
come near her without his approv’d Knowledge of 

thei i 
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their Lives and Morals. Shortly after, her Daughter 
of the fameName, marry’d to L. Paulus, was alfo 
convi&ed of the fame Crimes, and was banifh’d into 
an I Hand in the Adriatick Sea, called Tremera. 

Align ft us in the mid ft of thefe Misfortunes, was di¬ 
verted by a Revolt of the Armenians , who, by cal¬ 
ling in the Parthians, expell’d Artavafcles the Roman 

Governour, but with the Danger of ioling their 
Country to the Parthians , who now began to make 
Prerenfions to it, tho’ they had firft fet up Tigranes. 
Auguftus being inform’d of this dangerous Conjun&i- 
on, after a long Debate, fenr Cains into thole Parts, 

having firft made him Proconful, and marry’d him, 
to procure him the greater Efteem and Friend/hip, 
his Wife being the Daughter of M. Lcllius , who had 
been appointed Governour of his Youth. Cains be- 
hav’d himfelf with various Skill and Succefs in this 
Expedition; but in a Ihort time through the Terror 
and Greatnefs of the Roman Name quieted all In- 

lurre&ions, the Armenians being willing to fubmir, 
and the Parthians to delift. Augujtus being nowin his The Ten 

thirteenth Confullhip with Plautius Silanus, having 
made Peace with all Nations, and Ihut up the Tem -fifthtin 
pie of Janus a third time, after it had ltood open u.C. 
zz Years, he ordain’d a general Taxation or Cenfut j$z. 
throughout the Roman Empire, that he might know The Bird 
the true State and Value of the whole. In which «/Chnft 
fpace of Time the Lord of Heaven and Saviour of 
the World, Jefus Chrijt, after an ineffable Manner 
ioyn’d himfelf to Humane Nature, and appear’d on 
Earth, being born of a Virgin in the Kingdom of 
Jmlasa, at this time in fubjeition to the Roman Em¬ 
pire. This according to the vulgar Account of our 
Saviour’s Nativity, was in the 7 jzd Year of the Ci¬ 
ty, the 3 d of the 19 \th Olympiad, A. M- 4003, or 
4004., and in the zs>th Year of Jugufius’s Reign, 
from his Eftablilhment by the Senate and People. 
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A- D. IV. All the Provinces of the Roman Empire were 
i. now in a profound Peace and Quiet, and as much as 

we know, all the Nations in the World were in the 
fame State 3 and Augustus at prefent had but fmall 
Employment, betides his daily receiving thofe Ho¬ 
nours and Acknowledgments paid him by Foreign 
Nations, and by the greateft Monarchs and Poten¬ 
tates upon Earth. At the fame time Tiberius at Rhodes 
growing weary of his five Years Retirement, pub- 
lickly declar’d, Tb:it be left Rome purely to avoid the 
Sufficient of Envy between him and the two Brothers, Cai- 
us and Lucius 3 requeuing the Emperor, That flnee 

tbefe Ob facies were now remov’d by their being arriv d at 
Man sEfate, and their being plac'd next to him]elf in Au¬ 
thority, be would grant him leave to return home, and vifit 

kis Friends. But the Favour was abfolutely deny’d 
him, and a Aleffage was fent to bid him by afide ad 

Cere and Thoughts cf Us friends, fnce he had j'o refolutely 

deferted them. Thus be was oblig’d extreamly again!! 
his defire to continue at Rhodes 3 but to cover his Ig¬ 
nominy, his Mother the F.mpreis with much Art and 
Difficulty, obtained that he thou’d be there in Quali¬ 
ty of Legdtus from the Emperor. But inftead of ex- 
ercifing that Office, he retir’d to the Middle of the 
Illand to avoid the Complements of fuch as fail'd 
by 3 only when Cains paf’c that Way he crofs’d over 
t ) (.bios, to clear himlllf from all Sufpicions, all the 
tint; ll.ewing himfelf very lubmillive and refpectful 
t • Him and his Attendants. After this he Jett off 
his ufua'. Riding, and other Martial Exercifes 3 and 
lay in 3 fide the Habit of his Country, reduc’d him- 

Cir to his la tii um and Ceroid a-, thus continuing for 

almo t two Y ears. Tho’ he often fhew’d himlelf 
generous and brave, yet now his Vices had lo open - 
ly appear’d among the Inhabitants of the Illand, that 
the, daily more ecfpi.’d and hared him 3 intomuch 
that the l-copk ex Atm..: ;us defac’d his Pictures and 

Statues ■ 
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Statues: And in a familiar Banquet, mention be¬ 
ing made of him, one of the Company rofe up 
and promis’d Cains, thenprefent, That if he woudbut 

give the Word , he jhou'd have the Head of this Exile in a 

Moment. 

Tiberius now finding himfelf in great Danger and 
manifeft Hazard of his Safety, began more earneft- 
ly to folicite his Return, by the Inrereft of his Mo¬ 
ther, who had always a more then ordinary Influ¬ 
ence upon the Emperor ; notwithftanding which, 

Auguftus would no ways proceed in this Affair, with¬ 
out, the particular Content of Caim. Not long af¬ 
ter Cairn's Governour Lollim dy’d, and fair in us, a 
Friend to Therms, coming into his Place, fo chang’d 
the Face of Affairs, that Tiberius by Cains' s Permilfi- 
on, was at laft recall’d, upon Condition, That be 
port'd bear no Office in the Common-Wealth ; and ac¬ 
cordingly being arriv’d at Rome, he gave himfelf Tiberius 
wholly to a retir'd Life, doing fome private Cour- h ' s 
tefies, but aiding in no publick Bufinefs. But the 
Difquiers and Jealoulies of Tiberius were all at an end 
in no long time after ; for fir ft Lucius being appoint- The Death 
ed for the Armies in Spain, dy’d fuddenly at Mar- °f Cams. 
jeilles • and in lefs than two Years after, his Brother Luci " 
Cains having firft receiv'd a Wound in Armenia, in his 
Return towards Rome, dy’d at Limyra , a City in Li¬ 
da, The Bodies of both Brothers were brought to 
Rome by the Tribunes of the Army, and the Silver 
Bucklers and Spears they had receiv’d from the Equites 
were hung up in the Senate-Houfe. Such were the 
Ends of both thefe Brothers, who were much belov’d 
by Auguftus, for their Father’s fake, but of no great 
Fame and Renown rhemfelves ; but the Manner of 
their Deaths have by many been imputed to the fe- 
cret Arts of Livia, who by all poflible Ways and Me¬ 
thods, endeavour’d to advance her Son Tiberius to the 
Empire.Not long before which, Herod King of Judaea, 
in expectation of deftroying our Saviour, made a 

D j bar- 
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barbarous Maffacre of all the Infants in and about 
Bethlehem , that were two Years of Age and under. 

Herod*/ His Cruelty to his Wife, his Severity to his Children, 

*nd and his Tyranny to his Subjects, had given Auguftus 

- uft 

occallon to fay, That he had rather be a Hog , than 
bis Sen ; and his Death was no lefs miferable, than 
his Life had been detellable, labouring under all the 
naufeous and tormenting Concomitants that can be 
imagin’d ; as Scorchings and Ulcers in his Bowels, 
Convulfions in his Nerves, Swellings and Rottennefs 
in his Limbs, an infatiable Appetite, and Worms and 
intolerable Smells from all Parts of his Body. His 
Reign had been fo odious to his Sub]e£ts, that when 
his Son Arcbclaus was come to Rowe,' to beg the King¬ 
dom cf the j cv'ijl) Ambafi'adors, accompa- 

ny’d with Scco of their Country-men in Rome, pe¬ 
tition'd that they might be joyn’d to Syria , and live 
under Roman Governors without any King ■ but Au¬ 
guftus judg’d it mod proper to give one half of Jn~ 
djea to Arch el.ms, and the reft to his two Brothers An- 

tipas and Philip. 

Auguftus having thus fettled the Affairs of Judaa , 
and his third ten Years being now expired, he took 
the Government upon him for ten more, tho’ with 
fome Unwillingnei’s, and almoft by Conlfraint. In 
which Year the People unaniinoutly agreed to give 
him the Title of Ldrd ; but he abfolutely refus’d it, 
and publifti'd an Edict to that purpofe} judging the 
Title of Pater Patrice more Remarkable, as well as 
more Popular. Not long after which, his Palace 
■was by accident burnt down; and when many free¬ 
ly offer’d him large Sums cf Money for its Repara¬ 
tion, he, out of a Delire to be little burdenfome, re¬ 
fus’d all except a fmall and fet Quantity out of each 
Body or Corporation. And when his Palace was 
rebuilt, he woqld have it accounted a Fublick Edifice, 
either becaufe the People had contributed towards its 
Building, or bccaufe he w^s Poptifex Maximus, who 

always 
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always were diftinguifh’d by their Publick, as well as 
Private Houfes. He did one remarkable thing this 
Year, as more peculiarly belonging to his Office of 
Tontifex Maximum which was a further andcompleat 
Reformation of the Roman Year. The third Interca- T & t ^ 
lary Day, which had creptinbythe Carelefnefs ofrhe Reformat;. 
Roman Pi iefts, being fuperfluous, was omitted in the «» °f the 
Month of February j but thenceforward, he comman- ^ an 
ded that onedayinthebeginning of every fifth Year, <nr ‘ 
fhou’d be intercalated, according to the Inftitution 
oi Julius Cafarj and for the perpetual Obfervarion 
of this Order, he caus’d it to be engraven in Brafs. 

And from this Year, the Accounts of Time rook 
their Rife, this Courfe being conftantly obferv’d, 
till the change made in the Calendar by Pope Gregory , 

1574 Years after. But left the Roman Fairs which 
were held every ninth day, fhould fall upon the Ka¬ 
lends of January , one day was often added in the 
End of the preceding Year, over and above the Cu- 
ftom, and taken away again the Year following, 
that the whole Courfe might exactly agree with the 
former Inftitution of Julius Cafar , which was made 
about 47 Years before the laft Change. 

About this time, the People, whether out of Love 
to the Emperor, or Refpeft to his Family, earneftly 
petition’d him to recall his Daughter Julia j but he 
anfwer’d ’em. That Fire and Water fhould fooner meet, 
than they two. His Concern and Refentments in this 
Matter were fo great, that when he underftood that 
Thsebe, one of his Daughter’s Confidents, hadhang’d 
her felf, he prorefted openly. That he had rather have 
been Phosbe’r Father , than Julia’s. Yer after five Years 
drift Confinement, they alfo compeli’d him to 
permit her Removal from the Ifland into the Con¬ 
tinent, but wou’d never wholly reftoreher j and when 
the People were more than ordinary urgent with him 
in that Matter, he in a violent Paffion wifh’d, That 
they might have fuck Daughters and fuch Wives. How- 

D 4 ever 
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ever he conferr’d extraordinary Favours upon her 
Husband Tiberius, tho’ the People had affronted him 
for her lake : He firft made him Partner in his Tri¬ 
bune f ip for five Years, and partly through the prevail- 

Tiberios Solicitations of Livla, and partly from the Hopes 
sdtftei by he conceiv’d of his Vertues outweighing his Vices, 
Angaftas as Suetonius thinks, he after that adopted him for his 

Son. Tacitus wou’dinfinuarethat he did this, becaufe 
he knew the Wickednefs of his Succeffor, wou’d 
make his Death more regretted, and his Reign more 
admir'd; but whatever were his Motives, he publick- 
ly fwore before the People, That he adopted Tiberius, 
for the fake of the Common-Wealth. His cautious Pro¬ 
ceeding in this Matter, was very remarkable ; for 
firft to prevent any Inconveniences that might be 
occafion’d by fuch an Advancement of Tiberius , he 
'jfmd Ger- caus’d him to adopt his Brother Drufis's Son Germani- 
ra*nicus c *s, a Youth of rare Vertues and amazing Excellen- 
* des, tho’ at the fame time, Tiberius hid a Son of his 

own ; and in thefame Day, Augufins likewifeadopted. 
jlgrippa Pofibumus, the only furviving Brother of Cai¬ 
ns and Lucius • After Augustus had thus ftrengthen’d 
himfelf by the Adoption of Tiberius and Agrippa, he 
undertook a new Purgation and Modelling of the 
Senate, and again ftriitiy examin’d into the Manu- 
miffion of Slaves, and took care that his former 
Laws ftiou ? d be faithfully executed. At the fame 
time he generoufiy recruited the Eftares and Fortunes 
of feveral young Men both of Senatorian and Eque(Iri¬ 
an Dignity, whofe Lives were promiting, and had 
fallen into Decay, without any Crimes of theirs. 

In the mean time a great and dangerous Con- 
fpiracy againft the Emperor was difcover’d; and 

Cornelius Citspa , Grandfon to Tcmpey by his Daughter, 
was found to be the principal Perlbn concern’d, be- 
fides fame others of the higheft Rank. The Know¬ 
ledge of this was a very fenfible Affiiffion to An- 
gvjtus, and the more^ becaufe he knew r not how to 

determine 
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determine any thing advantageoufly concerning the 
Confpirators Perfons: For if he fhou’d put ’em to 
Death, he fear’d to exafperate their Friends, who 
were able to have rais’d dangerous Difturbances; 
and if he fhou’d pardon ’em, it might too much en¬ 
courage others in the like pernicious Attempts. His 
racking Doubts, and his penetrating Warinefs fo tor¬ 
mented him in this Exigency, that he could have no 
Reft for a confiderable Ipace, till Livia by her refin’d 
Artifices, extorted this important Secret from him, 
and by many ingenious and politick Arguments for 
Clemency, perfwaded him, To avoid all violent Reme~ 

dies , and make ufe of Lenitives , as the only Cure for this 

frefent Dijlemper. But whether mov’d by her Reafons, 
or led by his own Difcretion, he fent for the guilty 
Perfons, only correfted ’em with Words and lnftru- 
ttions, and difmifs’d them; and to fhew a farther 
Inftanceof his Clemency and Genorifity, he nomi¬ 
nated Cornelius Conlul for the next enfuing Year. 
At which time he told him thus, 1 have twice given 
you your Life j firfi as an Enemy , and next as a Rebel j 
and now I give you the Confuljhip. Let us therefore be 
Friends for the future , and firive to fiiew whether my Con¬ 
fidence or your Fidelity is mofi remarkable. This Action, 

in which was fhewn as much Courage as Judgment, 
fo far oblig’d all Men, and had fuch happy Effects 
Upon others, that from that time, as Dion writes, not 
only all Confpiracies againft him ceas’d, but like- 
wife the very lufpicion and Imagination of’em. 

In the following Year, when Cornelius was one of 
the Confuls, the Soldiers much complain’d of the 
fmalnefs of their Pay, and the want of their ufual 
Rewards; which occafion’d Augufius in a fhort time 
after, to ere£t a.Military Trcafury, committing the 
Charge thereof to three Perfons of Tratorian Rank, 
who were to be attended by two Litters and Ser¬ 
vants. For the more fpeedy Advertifement of Oc¬ 
currences in his Provinces,fhe had formerly appoint- 
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ed young Men upon all great Roads, who being at 
no great Diftance, ran on foot with the News from 
one to another j but now he plac’d a fort of flying 
Chariots, judging them more commodious for Ex¬ 
pedition, and more convenient for the Examination 
and Difcourfing with the MefTengers, when Occafi- 
on requir’d it. In this and the following Year, Rome 
was much affli&ed with Famine, infomuch, that the 
Gladiators, and all the faleabie Slaves, were fent 80 
Miles diftant from the City, and Auguftus himfelf, as 
well as many others, fent away their Servants. Se¬ 
nators were now permitted to go whither they de- 
fir’d; and left the Senatufconfulta Ihould by this means 
be of lefs Force, it was decreed. That whatever was 
enabled bythofe Senators in the City, fhou’d be va¬ 
lid. Auguflus ftill gave as much Corn as formerly, to 
fuch as ufually receiv’d it of the Publick, having 
fome few Years fince, reduc’d their indeterminate 
Number to two hundred thoufand. But finding all 
this too little, he wou’d not permit the People to 
feaft publickly on his Birth-Day: And thefe Wants 
and Miferies, made many of the common People 
very tumultuous and feditious; but thofe Difturban- 
ces gradually abated, as the Plenty of Provifions and 
Necrfiaries encreas’d. Auguflus w'as now no lefs em~ 
bamfs’d inthe Troubles of his own Family, than in 
Tttnig A- jhofe of the Publick; for Young Agrippa, whom he 

had lately adopted, by his extravagant Life, and ir- 
9 *u.jd . rec j a j ma h| e vices, became fo fcandalous to his Fa¬ 
mily, and odious to the Emperor, that he banilh’d 
him to the Illand of Tlanafia. After this, whenever 
; any mention was made of him, or the two Julia's , 
| he wou’d often with a profound Sigh cry. Would to 

I Heaven I bad liv'd without a Wife, or dy d without Chil¬ 
dren : Nor did he ordinarily call ’em by any other 

Name, than his three Biles or Impofthumes. 

A. D. At this time were many Wars in the Provinces, as 
7. well as Miferies in the City. The Ifauri in Afia began 

with 
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with Devaluations, but proceeding to a War, were 
overthrown. The Getuli in Africk , refuting any lon¬ 
ger to be fubjeft to King Juba, took Arms againft 
him, and kill’d many Romans , making likewife fo 
ftrong an Oppofition, that C. Cojfus for iubduing that 
Nation obtain’d Triumphal Honours, and the Sur¬ 
name of Gatulicus. Several Expeditions were made 
againft he Germans , and principally by Tiberius , who 
pierc’d with his Conquering Arms, as far as the Vi~ 
jurgis and Albis, did noble Service in thofe Parts, and 
gain’d great and rich Spoils; which caus’d both him 
and AuguJus to receive again the Title of Imperator. 
But the moft dangerous War was rais’d about this 
time by the Dalmations and Tannonians , who now 
grown in Strength, and unfatisfied with the Benefits 
of a long Peace, and the Burden of a longer Tri¬ 
bute, had revolted, and join’d with all the Neigh¬ 
bouring Nations, gathering together an Army of 
200000 Foot, and 9000 Horfe, which very much 
threatn’d Italy and Rome it felf. Levies were there¬ 
fore made with the utmoft Expedition, the Veterane 
Soldiers recall’d from all Parts, and Augustus left 
Rome, and betook himfelf to Ariminum , for the 
greater Conveniency of Cohrefpondence and Di¬ 
rections : And tho’ perfonal Valour was not this 
Emperor’s greateft Vertue, yet no Prince in the 
World gave wifer Orders upon all urgent Occafions, 
or cou’d tranfport himfelf with greater Expedition 
or Advantage into all Parts of his Dominions, when 
Occafion requir’d it. The War continu’d nigh three 
Years, with great Dangers and Difficulties, being 
principally manag’d by Tiberius and Germanicus , the 
lartei of which gain’d extraordinary Honour and 
Reputation againft thofe fierce Feople. Upon their 
Reduction, Rato their General being fummon’d be¬ 
fore Tiberius’s Tribunal, was ask’d by him, For what 

reafon they would revolt, and continue in Rebellion againfi 

the Roman Arms. This General boldly reply’d. 

That 
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That they tbemfelves were the Aggreffors, who infiead of 
Dogs and Shepherds to fecure their Flocks, had appointed 
Wolves and Wild Beafis to devour 'em. 

Before this War was compleatly finifh’d, Auguftus 
in the Winrer return’d to Rome , where great Com¬ 
plaints were made to him concerning the too great 
Number of the unmarry’d Equites, which in a great 
meafiire proceeded from the Loofenefs of their Lives. 
This, together with the fatal Example of it to others, 
appear’d a Matter of fo dangerous a Confequence 
to this good Emperor, that he immediately fum- 
mon’d the whole Body of the Equefirian. Order; 
where, in the Aflembly, he order’d the Marry’d 
and Unmarry’d Perfons to be feparately plac’d ; 
Then obferving the former to be much inferior to 
the latter in Number, after a high applauding of 
the Marry’d Sort, he told the other. That their Lives 

and Atlions had been fo peculiar, that he knew not by 
what Name to call 'em ; not by that of Men , for they per¬ 
form’d nothing that was Alanly , not by that of Citizens, 
for the City might per if) notwithstanding their Care nor 
bj that of Romans, for they Aeftgnd to extirpate the Ro¬ 
man Name. Then proceeding to fhew his tender 
Care and hearty Affe&ion for his People, he further 

told ’em. That their Courfe of Life was of fuch pernicious 
Confequence to the Glory and Grandeur of the Roman Na¬ 
tion t that he coiid not chufe but till 'em. That all other 
Crimes put together , con d not equalise theirs : For they 
were guilty of Murder ,, in not Juffering thofe to be born , 
which jhoti d proceed from 'em 5 of Impiety, in caufmg the 
Names and Honours of their Anceflors to ceafe j and of 
Sacrilege , in defraying their Kind, which proceed from the 
Immortal Gods , and Human Nature, the principal Thing 
eonf crated to 'em. Therefore, in this ref peel they diffolv d 
the Government, in difobeying its Laws , betray d their 
Country, by making it Barren and Wafie , nay, and de¬ 
nt olifi d their City, in depriving it of Inhabitants. And 
be was fenjible that all this proceeded not from any kind of 

Fertuc 
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Vertue or Abjltnence , but from a Loofenejs and IVantonnefs , 
which ought never to be encourag'd in any Civil Govern¬ 
ment. Having finifh’d his Speech, he immediately 
increas’d the Rewards of fuch as had Children, and 
impos’d conliderable Fines upon unmarry’d Per fons, 
allowing them the Term of a Year, in which Space 
if they comply’d, they were freed from the Penalty. 

Yet to fnew that he wou’d difcourage nothing that 
had the appearance of Vertue, he oeftow’d upon 
fuch Women as had vow’d a perpetual Virginity, 
Rewards equal to Mothers. And obferving that by 
the Immaturity of Contracts, and frequent changing 
of Marriages, the Force of his Laws were eluded, 
he limited the Time of Contracts, and regulated the 
Extravagencies of Divorces. This fame Year An- 

yuftus banifh’d Ovid , the famous Poet, into Pontus, The 
for his Amorous Eligies and his Art of Love , the o^id 
Loofenefs of which being thought capable of cor¬ 
rupting a larger Empire than that of the Romans ; 
tho’ many fuppofe it was for fuch fecret Crimes, or 
dangerous Difcoveries, as muft have been more fa¬ 
tal to him than Banifhment. 

Upon the finifhing the Wars in Dalmatia and Pan - p. 

nonia, Tiberius and Germanicus return’d to Rome, where I0< 

they were decreed Triumphal Honours, and Trium¬ 
phal Arches in Pannonia, on which magnificent Tro- 
phieiwere plac’d. • Germanicus for his excellent Ser¬ 
vices was alfo allow’d Praetorian Honours, and Liber¬ 
ty to Hand for the Confullhip, tho’only twenty lour 
Fears of Age. But the Joy of thele Triumphs and 
new Advancements in Rome immediately vanilh’d 
upon the dreadful News from Germany of the entire 
Defeat of gyintilius Varus ; a Perfon rather of an II- 

luftrioLis than a Noble Family, who commanded in 
that Country, and adted as tho’ the Germ .ms we .e 
more eallly curb’d by the Roman Laws than the Ro¬ 
man Sword. He had manag’d his Affairs with due 
exceeding Careiefsnefs and Indiferc don, that the 

Ger?h.,sh\ 
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Germans by their Induflry and Stratagems eafily found 
means to draw him into their Country, through 
Woods and Marfhes in feparate Bodies, which caus’d 
the lofs of his Life, and the entire deftru&ion of 
three compleat Legions, with as many Aire, and fix 
Cohorts; an Overthrow rhegreareft that the Romans 
ever receiv’d fince that of CraJJus againft the Varthi- 
ens, above 60 Years before. Thefe were thebeftand 
choiceft Legions of the whole Empire, either for 
Valour, Diicipline, or Experience; fo that the News 
of this Lofs at Rome, together w ith the defencelefs 
State of Italy againft the Gauls and Germans , put the 
City into a great Confternation, Guards being fet 
in all Places to prevent Tumults and Difturbances, 
This was fuch a fenfible Affii&ion to the good Old 
Emperor, that he let his Beard and Hair grow for 
feveral Months , and, as many write, did fometimes 
in a verydifturb’d and diforderly manner, knock his 
Head againft the Wall, crying. Reft ore the Legions , 
Varus! He vow’d the great Games to Jupiter, when 
he recover’d the Commonwealth, as had been done 
formerly in the Wars of the Cimbri and Marji } and 
he yearly obferv’d the Day of this Defeat as a Day 
of Mourning. Upon Intelligence, Ihortly after, that 
the Germans had not pafs’d the Rhine, as was ex¬ 
pected, nor made any great Advantage of their Vi¬ 
ctory, the Peoples Fears were much abated 7 how¬ 
ever Augujl-uf was ftilLyerv diligent in railing what 
Men he cou’d procure, which he fuddenly difpatch’d 

aw’ay under the Command of Tiberius into Germany. 

Tiberius invaded Germany with much Vigour, toge¬ 
ther with Germanicus , who had the Power of Pro^ 
conful: They made great Devaftation in many 
Parts ; but fubdu’d no Nation, nor fought any Battel, 
keeping chieilv about the Rhine, and prudently a- 
voiding thefe falfe fteps which ruin’d Varus. In the 
latter end of the Year they return’d to Rome, at 
which time Young Drufus , the Son of Tiberius; was 

made 
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made Jguajlor, and fixteen Praters were created at 
this time, tho’ for many Years following there were 
but twelve. Some Difturbances being now rais’d by 
Augurs and Fortune-tellers, Augujius wifely forbad 
all liich Perfons to ufe any Publick or private Pre¬ 
dictions concerning the Death of any Man; not 
that he was any way apprehenfive himfelf, for he 
publickly expos’d the Scheme of the Heaven under 
which he was fuppos’d to have been born. He alfo 
commanded rhat none fliould give Publick Ho¬ 
nours to Governors of Provinces, during the Time 
of their .Adminiftration, nor within fixty Days after 
their Departure ; becaufe by reafon of the Honours 
and Applaufes they receiv’d there, they often carry’d 
themfelves haughtily, and aCted injurioufly to the 
Publick. He fliew’d more than ordinary Kindnefs 
and Favour to Germanicus , who, according to his 
high Merits, was fhortly after made Conful with 
C. Capito ■) and now Augujius being grown ancient, 
in the 74th Year of his Age, he by Writing recom¬ 
mended Germanicus to the Senate, and the Senate to 
Tiberius. He defir’d tjie Senate, That they wou d no 
longer Jalute him at the Palace , according to their Cujlom , 
nor take it amifs if for the future he could not publickly 
converfe with 'em as formerly. From this time Tiberius 

was join’d in the Government of the Provinces with 
Augujius , and inverted with almoft the fame Autho¬ 
rity: Yet after this Augujius did no ways throw off 
the Care and Concern of the Commonwealth, or 
give himfelf up to his Eafe, but by many wife and 
vertuous ACtions, fliew’d himfelf ftill a hearty and 
zealous Lover of his People, and a true and affecti¬ 
onate Father of his Country. 

The Year following the Confulfliip of Germanicus^ 
Augujlus's fourth Ten Years being expir’d, he with 
much unwillingnefs took upon him the Govern¬ 
ment for Ten longer ; but transferr’d the Authority 
of his perpetual Tribune flip upon Tiberius } and like- 

wife 
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wife granted his Son Drufus the Privilege of (land¬ 
ing for the Confulfliip within three Years. Finding 
ir very inconvenient to come to the Senate by rea- 
l'on of his Age, he defir’d to have twetity Privy- 
Counfellors allign’d him for a Year, having for¬ 
merly but fifteen for fix Months; and it was decreed, 
That whatever he agreed upon with theih, together 
with theConfuls, and his adopted Nephews, ftou’d 
have the fame Force as if they were voted in the 
Curia. This Year Auguftus made his Will, and de¬ 
liver’d it to the Veftal Virgins3 in the following, he 
folemniz’d a Cenfus, in which Lujirum were found 
four Millions and 137000 Heads in Rome , a Number 
proportionable to the vaftnefs of the Roman Domi¬ 
nions. While theCeremonies were performing, with 
a mighty Concourfe of People in the Campus Martini , 
an Eagle was obferv’d to fly about him feveral Times, 
and directing her Flight to a Chappel, fat over the 
Name of Agnppa , which, with fome other things of 
the like Nature, was by all look’d upon as a prefa- 
ging Omen of his Death fliortly after. . The Au¬ 
gurs declar’d it wou’d be after a hundred Days, from 
the firft Letter of Ccefar being (truck off his Statue by 
a Thunder-bolt 3 at which time he (hould be rec¬ 
kon'd among the Gods, for AES A R in the Hetru- 
rian Tongue fignifies a God. Shortly after he ferit 
Tiberius into lUmeton, and accompany’d hi ill as far 
as Bwziaitumj bdt returning back indifpos’d by a 
Diarruaj, he came to Nola high Capua, and there 
finding himidt dangeroufiy ill, he lent for Tiberius, 
and his moil inward Friends and Acquaintance, to 
whom he recommended many wile and ulcful 
Things, particularly idling ’em, That be bad found 

Rome bud; of Brick, but -e had left it of Marble, 

meaning not oniv the Beauty and Neatnefs of the 
Buildings, but alio the Majefty and firmnefs of the 
Empire. Then calling for a Looking-Glafs, he 
caus’d his Hair to be comb’d, and his wrinkl’d 

Check? 




Cheeks to be fmooth’d up, as an A6tor upon the 
Stage, he ask’d his Friends, Whether he had flay'd his 
Tart well} And upon their anfwering, Yes, he cry’d, ^ D , 
Tlaudite ! and fo expir’d in the Embraces of his be-»/Au g a- 
lov’d Wife Livia , bidding her Remember their Marri- ftus. S 
age, and Farewel. 

Such wa9theEnd of the great Auguftus , who dy’d 
almoft in the76^ Year of his Age, to the unexpref- 
fible Grief of the whole City and Empire ; his Death 
being promoted, asfome believe, by the exquifite 
Contrivances of Livia , who, by reafon of a late pri¬ 
vate Vifit to his Banifh’d Grandfon Agrippa , much 
fear’d the Dilinheriting of her Son Tiberius. To draw 
his Character in fhort. He was a Perfon of the high- 
eft Learning and Eloquence, and the moft amazing 
Wifdom and Sagacity 3 and tho’ he cannot be faid 
to have had fo largea Soul, and 1 b vaft a Genius as his 
Great Uncle Julius Coe far , yet he had as Generous 
a Temper, a Mind as penetrating, and certainly a 
more regular Spirit. His principal Vices were his 
Love of Women, arid his Cruelty and faliacious 

Actions in the fecond Triumvirate ; in the former he 
was not very excellive, except in relation to his own 
Wife Livia , and the latter proceeded not from his 
Nature and Temper, but were purely the effe&s of 
his exquilitePolicy: However, his innumerable Afts 
ofWildomand Virtue afterwards, fufficiently wip’d 
away thofe Blots and I mperfe&ions; and never an y 
Prince, in what Age foever, was more univerfally 
honour’d and efteem’d by the greateft Potentates 
upon Earth, nor more truly belov’d and ador’d by 
his own Subjects. He was almoft Matchlefs in his 
Government, yet confiderlng the many Misfortunes 
of his Life, it’s hard to judge whether he was more 
happy than miferable. He is moft properly call’d 
the Founder and Former of the Roman Empire, as 
Julius Co?far is faid to have mark’d it out, having 

Reign’d almoft 41 Years, from the full Eftablifh- 
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ment of his Authority by the Senate and People, 
and 44 from the Death of his Rival Anthony^ or ra¬ 
ther from the Battel of A&ium, from which time 
many will have his Reign to commence, as fome 
will have it from the Death of Julius Cafar , which 
makes his Reign 57 Years, according to that Ac¬ 
count. He dy’d in the 767th Year or the City, the 
fecond of the 198/4 OlpmpiaJ, and the i$tb Year of 
our Saviour Cbrif , leaving Rewe in a State flourilh- 
ing beyond all other Cities in the World. 

A (ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ? ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft 
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From the Death of Augustus, to the Death 
,/Ttb E RIU S the Third Emperor ■, who de- 
lasd, and brought the chief Corruptions into 

the Roman Empire. 

Containing the Space of above zz TEARS. 

’A. D. I. r 'T~' H E Affairs of the Empire were now fo unfet- 
15. tied, and the Fears of Livia fo ftrong, that for 

fome Space of Time the Death of Agufius was kept 
fecret, left upon the Abfence of Tiberius in Illyricum , 
fome Tumults and Difturbances might happen to his 
Diladvantage. It is very doubtful, whether Tiberius 
at his Return found him alive or dead; for Livia had 
carefully guarded and fecurcd the Palfages to the 
Houfe, fometimes intimating his Recovery, and a- 
gain a Relapfe} till having fettled Matters as the 
Time and Occafion requir’d, the fame Report which 
not long before brought the joyful News of Augnjtuss 
Amendment, now publilh’d his Death, and that 77 - 
r, V K A * herius was in adtual pofleflion of rhe Empire. In the 

d time of thefe fecret Pra&ices and Contrivances, 
Young Agrippa, whom Augujtui bad banilh’d, was 

now 
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now murder’d by order of Tiberius , with this Report 

made, That it was done by the funicular appointment of 
Auguftus, who had given Charge to the Centurion that 
guarded him, to difpatcb him upon the firft Intelligence of 
his Death. And Tiberius , the better to fupport this 
Story, when the Centurion gave him an Account, 

That he had perform'd his Commands , immediately an- 
fwer’d him, That he had given him no fucb Command, and 
that he jhoud anfwer it before the Senate. Crifpus Sallu- 

fiius, who was acquainted with the greateft Secrets 
of Tiberius , hearing of this, and fearing his own 
Danger, immediately advis’d Livia, by no means to 
divulge the Secrets ofher Houfe, the Counfel of Friends, and 
the Services of Soldiers 3 and that Tiberius Jhsud beware 
of weakening and diminiflsing the Sovereign Authority, by 
referring all Things to the Senate j the Nature of abfolute 
Power being fuch as coud not be preferv d entire but in 

one alone. By which means the whole Matter was 
hufh’d and pafs’d over without any further Noife or 
Enquiry about it. 

In the mean time the Body of Auguftus was born 
by the principal Men of the feveral Cities from 
Nola to Rome, where it was receiv’d in a folemn and 
pompous Manner by the Equites, and brought into 
the City by Night. The Day following the Senate 
were aflembled by vertue of Tiberius' s Tribunitial 

Power, to which Aflembly the Senators came only 

in their Equeftrian Habit, and the Magiftratesin their 
Senatorian, except the Pratexta , Tiberius and his Soil 
Drufus both appear’d in deep Mourning, and ofter’d 
Incenfe at their coming, omitting the ufual Cere¬ 
mony of Trumpeters. The Senators being feated 
in their ufual Places, and the Confuls at this time 
below ’em. Tiberius began a confolatory Oration to 
’em, but fuddenly flopp’d in the begining of his 
Speech, as unable roreftrain the Violence ot his Sor¬ 
row, and with a profound Sigh wifh’d, That not only 
his Voice y but bis Life might fail him j and at the fame 

E % time 
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time gave his Notes to his Son Drufm to read ’em out. 

After which Polybius , one of Augujtus' s Freed-men, 
publickly read his Will in the Senate-Houfe, where¬ 
in he made Ttkcrim and Livia his Heirs; and by rhat 
Li vl.i was likewife adopted into the Julian Family, 
and intituled by the Name of Augufia. His Will be¬ 
gan in this term, Whereas my Sons Caius and Lucius 

have been unfortunately taken from me, I do hereby nomi¬ 
nate Tiberius to be my SucceJJor , &c. Which Preface 
made mod conclude, that his choice of Tiberius was 
more the Effects of Necellity than Freedom. He 
gaveconfiderable Legacies to many private Perfons, 
to thofe of the Fratorian Guards, to the Legionary 
Soldiers, and to all the Inhabitants of Rome. He 
was very bountiful to the Children of many, but 
wou’d not reftore his Daughter Julia , Wife to Tibe¬ 
rius’, butparticularly forbad her being bury’d in his 

Sepulchre, notwithstanding he left her a Legacy in 
his Will. Befides Jiis Will, four other Waitings of 
his were produc’d at this time: In one he had left 
InftruiSions concerning his Funeral: In another, an 
Enumeration wasmadeofhis feveralExploits, which 
was to be cut in Tables of Brafs, and plac’d before 
his Monument. The third Writing contain’d, an 
Account of the Provinces, Forces, and Revenues-of 
the Empire, with the Iffues, Arrears, State of the 
Treafury, with other Matters belonging to the Pub- 
lick. In the fourth he gave many wife Inftruftions 
and Direff ions to Tiberius and the Commonwealth ; 
Among other Things there, it was his Opinion, 

That they ought carefully to endeavour the committing the 
Government to Perjons be(l qualify d for it, and not to al¬ 
low too much Authority to one Man, left he ffiould turn Ty¬ 
rant, or bis Ruin endanger the Commonwealth. He like- 
wifecharg’d ’em, to be (atisfy’d With their prefent For¬ 
tune, and not to dejtre the Enlargement of the Empire's 
Bounds j for it being difficult to keep what they had al- 
ready gain'd, they would probably, by endeavouring to ob¬ 
tain 
* 
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tain more, lofe what they now poffefs'd . After this fol¬ 
low’d his Funeral, which was folemniz’d with ex¬ 
traordinary Pomp and Magnificence, Tiberius himfelf 
making his Funeral Oration, which he did withfuch . 
Eloquence and Artifice, as fuited both the Greatnels 


of his Parrs, and the Depth 
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sDefigns. It was 


decreed, that Women fhould mourn for him a whole 
Year; Temples were erefted to him. Divine Ho¬ 
nours allow’d him, and a Sum of Money given by 
Livia to Numerous / itticus , a Senator, as Dion relates 

it, for having fworn that he law him afcending in¬ 
to Heaven, as Proclus anciently had faid of Romulus. 

The People of Rome at this time began to raife 
various Dilcourfes, and feveral had great Expecta¬ 
tions of their ancient Liberties; but now the Confuls , 
Senators and Equites , ran headlong into Servitude, as 
Tacitus writes; and that Complaifance and juft 
Efteem they had for the Perfon of Auguftus, was 
now degenerated into bafe Fawnings and vile Flat¬ 
teries to Tiberius. All Suits and Petitions were now 
made to him ; and being offer’d the Governn^ent 
in the Senate, tho’ he had already fecur’d it to him¬ 
felf, he with much Artifice began to difcourfc of 
the Greatnefs of the Roman Empire, and in modeft 
Terms of his own Infufficiency, thought the Care 
and IVifdom of Auguftus only capable of jo weighty a 
Charge: That himfelf , being advanc'd by Auguftus as 
an Affbciate and Partner in the State , had by jufficient 
Proofs learnt the Difficulties , Contingencies , and Dangers 
infefarably annex'd to Rule and Sovereignty: And fincethe 
City was fo happily replenifh'd with great umbers of fa¬ 
mous and worth] Perfons , it were highly 
ous, that many by joining their Cares and Counfels , fhould 
undertake this Charge , than to lay the whole Burden upon 

one Man. After which he expreft himfelf in more 
doubtful and ambiguous Terms than before, till the 
whole Body of the Senators, in the moft low and 
hiynble manner imaginable, begg’d of him to ac- 
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ceptof the Government. Tiberius then infipuating* 
Tba: be was unable to take Charge of the tv bole, but at 
their Requtjls tv as willing to undertake the Protection of 
any one Part thy jhouldjbink proper to affign him y jifinius 

Galius ask’d him, Wbat Part be was willing to accept of ? 
Which unexpected Demand much ftartled Tiberius 
who for a while flood mure ; but recovering him- 
ieif, he with a fubtle Coldnefs anlwer’d, That it ill 

became bis Aiodejh to ebufe or refufe any one Part of that y 
from aU which be beggd to be excus'd, Gallus perceiving 

him inwardly offended, as readily reply’d. That be 

did not offer that Queftion, as tbd be defign d to divide 
wbat in it ft If was infeparable, but by his own ConfeJJion 
to convince him , That the Commonwealth was but one 
Body , and ccnfee/uently to be actuated by one Soul. Then 

continuing hi» Speech, he infilled upon the great 
Merits and Accompliftments of 7 iberius, and en-r 
larg’d upon the noble Victories and Conquefts he 
had gain’d abroad; all which would by no means 
appeafe his private Anger and fecret Malice againft 
him. At length Tiberius being wearied by the Cla- 

Tiberius mours of all in general, and the Importunities of 
takes uftn fomc in particular, by little and little yieldedtotheir 
hint the Requefts j not that he would confefs. That he took 

fo mighty a Charge as that of the Roman Empire upon 
bim y but to fnifb all troublefvm Denials , and all further 
Intreaties : Adding ar jaft, That be would accept and 
keep the Empire, till jucb time as they in their great Pru- 

d.nct jkosild thinkft to give Rsppfe to his Old Jge, Thus 
was a crafty Diuimuiation on one Side, and a more 
dangerous Flattery on the other, carry’d to a De¬ 
gree that prov'd very injurious to the Reman State 

and People. 

Tiberius was now Fifty fix Years of Age, when he 
enter’d upon the Government 5 and was not well 
fettfed in nis Thrqne, when he receiv’d Intelligence 

that the Legions in Panmmia or Hungary , hearing of 

fhp Qcgft 0? Auguffsts y and defiring Novelties aqd 3 

We 
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more licentious Freedom, had mutiny’d and revolted 
from Julius Bltfus their Commander, a Captain 
call’d Percentus, being Principal of the Mutiny. A- 
gainft thefe Tiberius lent his Son Drufus with the or- 
mod Diligence, who, after their requiring many 
great and unreafonable Advantages, quieted ’em 
with much Danger and Difficulty, firft by takin 
advantage of a total Eclipfe of the Moon, which ha 
much difcourag’d ’em, and then by putting to death 
Percent us ^ with Tome other Perfons moft engag’d in 
this Mutiny. As this Accident had much mov’d 
Tiberius , and caus’d him to be extreamly cautious in 
his Government at home, another Commotion had 
ftill greater Effects upon him: For aimoft at the 
fame time, and for the fame Caufes, the Legions of 
Germany^ in theabfence of Germanicus their Gene¬ 
ral, rebell’d j which prov’d the more violent and 
dangerous, as being far more ftrong and numerous 
than the other. Thefe boldly began to affirm, That 

the whole Roman Empire was in their Hands, and that 
its principal Grandeur was owing to their Arms and Con - 


yueft 


and when Germanicus arrived at the Camp, 


they unanimoufiyrefolv’d to chufe him Emperor, in 
oppofition to Tiberius. Germanicus Was the Soldiers 
Darling, and was aimoft Idolized by ’em ; fo that 
he might with no great Difficulties have rais’d him- 
felf to the higheft Dignity in the Roman State: but 
his unbounded Greatnefs of Mind and Generofity 
wou’d not per mi t him to accept of any fuch Offer; 
tho’ his Refufal, and his indefatigable Endeavours 
to appeafe the Soldiers, often endanger’d his Life. 
His great Loyalty here put him with his Wife and 
Children totheexrreameft Hazards imaginable; till 
at laft, byhisinduftrious Skill and wife Conduct, by 
a home and unexpected cutting off many of the 
principal Revolrers, and a quick and fudden turn¬ 
ing his Forces againft the Germans, he wholly quieted 
thefe Difturbances. Tiberius extreamly rejoye’d at 

E 4 
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this News, but was much difiatisfied to find GtrmaT 
nicus fucceed fo profperoufly in this and other Add¬ 
ons; tho’ at the fame time he highly applauded all 
his Exploits before the Senate, who for this and o- 
ther great Succeffes again ft the Germans, fttortly after 

tie Death Screed him great Honours. In the fame Year died 
Julia. J u } sa in extream Want and Mifery, being firft de-r 

priv’d of her Annual Penfions by her Husband Tibe- 

then of all Hopes or Afliftance; an End 


ruts 


and 


fcandaliz 


fuirable to one wl 
and fo publicldy 
the World. 

The late dangerous Diforders in Germany , toge-» 
{her with the venerable Efteem all had for Germania *, 
was a fevere Reftraint to the Ad ions of Tiberius , who 
now with a wonderful Diifimulation conceal'd thofe 
Vices and Enormities, which afterwards difplay’d 
themfelves fo openly ; and in almoft all things a&ed 
like a truly generous, difcreet, and mild Prince. He 
Utterly rejedkd many of thofe great Karnes and Titles 
of Honour, which werefo readily offer’d him by the 
Senate, and wou’d not allow ’em to build any Tem- 
les to him. He likewife forbad’em to eredt any 
tatuestohim, without exprefs Command ; and if 
at any time he did permit ir, it was with this parti¬ 



cular Caut 


bey (I 


amen* the 

o 


Images of the Gods, as they had done many others. 
He leem’d much difpleas'd when he heard himfelf 
prais’d and extoil’d, and wholly refus’d the Title of 
'Father of bis Country, which the People had often, and 
with great Applaufes attributed to him. Nor wou’d 
he permit any to fwear to the Obfervation of his Or¬ 
dinances, tho’the Senate were there confenring to it, 
inning. That all mortal Things were mutable arid imcer~ 

tain, and the higher he was rais'd, his State wou'd be tbe 

mart expos'd to Danger and Ruin. He djflembled like- 

yrifean extraordinary Patience and Meeknefs upon all 

\ and tho’ in the Senate there pafs’d fome 


Qccafipns 


Things 
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Things contrary to his Will and Opinion, and in 
other Affairs he met with fome Oppofition, yet he 
feem’d not the leaft difpleas’d or offended. And un- 
derftandingthatfomefpokeverydetraSingly of him, 
and us’d many opprobrious Speeches againft him and 
his Admjniftration, he fhexv’d no Difcontent or Alte¬ 
ration j but mildly faid, That in a free City, the longues 
of Men ought to.be free alfo. And whentheSenate wou’d 
have exhibited informations, and have proceeded a- 
gainift fome who publilh’d Libels againft him, he 
wou’d not confent to it, alledging, That he had greats 

er and more ufeful Employments, than to embarrafs himfelf 
with jttch Trivial Matters j adding further, That he 
wot* d ufe no other Punijhment againft juch as defam'd him, 
than troubling 'em with keeping an Account of his Actions j 
if that were injufficient, he cou d fatisfie himfelf with ba-t 
ving as fmall an Efteem for them, as they had for him. 

By thefe and other A6is of Patience and Clemen¬ 
cy, he not only cover’d over his Cruelty, Pride, and 
Ambition, but by his extraordinary Addrefs, he for 
a time mask’d his Incontinence, Loofenefs, and A- 
varice, which laft was his raoft apparent and pre¬ 
vailing Paflion j all which he did with fuch exqui- 
iite Artifices, that he feem’d to be no ways infcfted 
with thefe Vices, And when fome Covernors of 
Provinces demonftrartd to him by what Means he 
might eafily increafe his Revenues from thence, he 
with fome Concern anfwer’d, That a good shepherd. 

ought to pear, but never to flea his Flock j and imme¬ 
diately abated fome Tributes, and conferr’d Honours 
upon fome particular Perfons there. He conceal’d 
his luxurious Temper by reftraining the Delicacies 
of Eating-Houfes and Taverns, and his libidinous 
Difpoficions by feverely punifhingand banilhing ma¬ 
ny difhoneft Matrons and loofe Young Men : and 
in this Particurlar hew as fo ftri&,that by Proclama¬ 
tion he prohibited the Kilfes which were daily given 

by way of Salutation. In the Adminiftration and 

Exeeu- 

* ^ < 
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Execution of Jufticc he made many good and lauda¬ 
ble Beginnings, taking exadt care for the preventing 
of Thieves and Robbers, who were grown very nu¬ 
merous and inconvenient in Italy j and that Juftice 
fhould be truly and regularly executed in all Towns 
and Villages, and to eafe the Citizens of Rome, he 
caus’d the Praetorian Cohorts, which were the Em¬ 
peror’s Guards,to encamp and lodge themfelves with- 

outtheCity Walls in the Fields, where they were ob¬ 
lig’d to continue, being us’d in the Palace by Parties 
and by Turns. For a confiderable time his Carriage 
towards the Senate was very refpe&ful, to which Af- 
fembly hefliew’d a high Efteem,givingthem fo great 
an Authority inailPublick Matters, that he aCted 
nothing of moment without their Counfel, defiring 
thatall (hould be done by their Advice and Content. 
Having one day in a Publick Matter diffented in his 

Opinion fromj^ Haterius in the Senate, Pardon me, I 
bejeecb you, (aid he, if as a Senator I [peak again ft you 
Ti’itb more Freedom than ordinary : Then turning to 

the whole Aflembly, he faid. Mo ft venerable Fathers, 

I now but repeat wbat I formerly faid. That a good and 
prudent Prince , to whom you have given fo great and ab- 
fclute a Power , ought to be as ferviceable as pofftble to the 
Senate and Body of the City: iSor do I repent of any 
Thing I have faid in this nature, having always accounted 
ycu my good, juft, and moft gracious Lords. The Se¬ 
nate on the other fide, continually return’d him the 
moft extravagant Praifes and Commendations, as 
likewife did many of the Nobility; fo that no 
Prince upon Earth was ever accompanied with more 
fervile Flatterers than he \ which he perfectly knew 
how to ufe and manage to the enliav.ng and weak- 
ning the State. And at his firft coming to his 
Throne, the Remans feem’d far more dilpos’d to 
ferve, than he to command j and gave up thern- 
felvcsto Slavery at a time, when he cou’d fiercely 
have hop’d for their Subjection. 

Id 
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In the mean time Germanicus with admirable Skill A . D, 

and Succels proceeded in the Wars againft the Ger- * 7 » 
mans , overthrowing 'em in feverai Battels, fubduing 
the Augrivarii, the Cherufd, and the Chatty with ci¬ 
ther fierce Nations beyond the Rhine, recovering the 
Enfigns loft by Varus , and erecting feverai magnifi¬ 
cent Trophies and Monuments in Honour of the 
Roman State and Emperor. Upon one of which he 
modeftly put this Title, The People between the Rhine 
and the Elbe being vanquish'd, Tiberius Casfar’x Army 
dedicates thefe Monuments to Mars, Jupiter, and AugU- 

ftus; not fo much as mentioning his own Name, to 
avoid all Envy, or becaufe the Memory of the Ad ion 
was afufficient Teftimony of him, as Tacitus obferves, 

Bur as all his cautious and dutiful Proceedings Cou ’4 
not extinguifti the Jealoufiesand Sufpicions of Tiberi¬ 
us, fo his great Fortune and Succelles only ferv’d to 
blow up his Envy and Hatred } which began to ap¬ 
pear in his ufing fo many plaulible Pretences to draw 
Germanicus from the German Legions, which he knew 
wou’d ferve him to the urmoft. But at prefent Tiberius 
was diverted in his Intentions, and more bufiJy em¬ 
ploy’d in fuppreffing a Domeftick Infurre&ion made 

in Italy by one Clemens, a SlgVe 10 that Agrippa, who 
had been flain immediately after the Death of Augu- 
(lus. ThisPerfon being about thefame Age, and very 
much of the fame Shape with his Lord, took upon 
him his Name, and caus’d it to be reported in all Parts, 

That A giippa by the peculiar Goodnefs of the Gods, w<isfill 
preferv'd alive ; which rais’d great Tumults in many 
Parts of Italy, and brought over great numbers of 
loofeand feditious People, Clemens himfelf boldly pre¬ 
tending a Right to the Empire. But as his Pretenfions 
had but a weak Foundation, and himfelf a fmall 
Refpeft from Perfons of Note, fo he was foon de* 
feated, by a Stratagem taken Prifoner, and brought 
before Tiberius , who having ask’d him how he wa$ 

lade Agrippa, tb? F? 1 Iqw anfwer’d, As you were made 
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• C/efar. Tho’ Tiberius had him wholly in his Power, 

yet great was his Fear, or his Policy, that he did not 
punifli him publickly, but in a fecret Place of his Pa¬ 
lace, commanded him to be executed, and his Body 
to be privately convey'd away. And tho’many of the 
Emperor’s own Houfe, Senators and Nobility, were 
faid to have fupported him with their Purfes, and 
aflifted him with their Counfels; yet he made no 
farther Enquiry after any fuch Perfons. 

Tiberius had now quell’d all Domeftick Difturban- 
ces according to his Defires, but ftill the Actions and 
Exploits of Germanicus increas’d his Fears and Jealou- 
fies,and made himextreamly unfatisfy’d. He had fre¬ 
quently fought forplaufible Pretences of drawing him 
from Germany ; and the Affairs of this Year pi dented 
him with the faireft Opportunity for that purpofe, 
that he cou’d expert: For at this time the Vartbians 
having Firft flain two of their Kings, and refus’d their 
lawful Succeflor, whom Tiberius had freed from be¬ 
ing his Hoftage, they made War againft the Roman 
Empire, breaking the Peace ratify’d in A«gu(lus’sRtign 
and enter’d Armenia , whofe King was a Tributary of 
the Romans. Tiberius , that he might proceed more by 

Policy than Authority, having procur’d Germanicus a 

Triumph decreed for his Exploits in Germany, writ to 
him, To return to the Triumph which had been fo ju(ily 
decreed him', telling him belides. That be was truly jen- 
jVale that be bad pajs'd through numerous Dangers and Ha¬ 
zards • that be bad the mojt defurable Succefs in many hc- 
r;Durable Battels ; that be bad been Cent nine Times into 
Germany by Auguftus of famous Memory, where he had 
atchitvd many noble Exploits both by his Counfel and Cou¬ 
rage , but fince be bad reel'd* d the Submijfion of fo many 
People and Nations, and fmcetbe Romans had fuffcient Re - 
vengt cn cm, he thought it mo ft proper to leave thofe Nations 
tofnifl) their own Wars, But Germanicus 111 e wing no In¬ 
clination TO a Triumph, and earneftly begging for 
one Year longer to fini111 the Enterprises he |iad be¬ 
gun 
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gun; Ttberius mote briskly attack’d his Modefty, by 
offering him the Confullhip once more, which he 
Ihou’d execute in Perfon. Germanicus now t hought 
he cou’d not with Decency any longer withftand 
thefe prefling Importunities, and finding the Seafon 
very far advanc’d, he made no longer ftay in Ger¬ 
many ; tho’ he was well fatisfy’d that thefe were all 
but colourable Pretences, and the Effects of Envy, 
to draw him from the Glory he had already obtain’d. 

Before his Arrival at Rome , upon the account of his 
Victories, a Temple was built to Fortune, in the Gar¬ 
dens which Julius Cafar had given to Rome ; and 
likewife a Chappel dedicated to the Julian Family, 
with a fair Image ere£ted to Auguftus. 

In the beginning of the following Year, Germani - Germanl. 
cus return’d to Rome , and being met many Miles cus ’| Tri " 
with infinite Throngs of People, he triumph’d, and 
after a very Magnificent manner; an Honour now 

more uncommon than formerly. The extraordinary 
Gracefulnefs of his Perfon and Carriage, and his 
Triumphal Chariot loaden with five of his Children 
moft beautifully adorn’d, added much to the Pomp 
and Splendor; and the Joy was the more univerfal, 
both becaufe of his beingfo extreamly belov’d, and 
becaufe of his recovering the Enfigns and Standards 
loft by Varus , which had been a moft mortifying 
Difgraceto the Roman Narion. Tiberius , in the Name 
of Germanicus , gave to all the People 300 Sefterces 
each Man, and the fucceeding Year made him his 
Collegue in his Confuljbip. Yetvhefe Favours did not 
throughly fatisfy the People, who now perceiv’d 
forne Signs of Tiberius's Envy towards Germanicus : 

And at this time his envious and treacherous Dilpo- 
iition,, began todifeoverit felfinfome few Inftances; 
particularly as to Archelaus,K.ingof Cappadocia, whom 
he malicioufly remember’d, for not/hewing any 
Duty to him when he continu’d at Rhodes, many 

Tears before. For which reafon, after he had allur’d 

him 
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him over to Rome, with many gracious Promifes of 
Kindnefs, he caus'd him to be unjuftly accus'd, and 
committed to Prifon ; where fhortly after this un¬ 
fortunate King dy’d in great Mifery and Extremities, 
his Kingdom being upon this madeTriburary to Rome, 
At the lame time Antiocbus , King of Comagma, and 
Tbilcpater , King of Cilicia, being both dead, feme 
Differences aroie in thofe Nations, to the Prejudice 
of the Romans j and likewife Syria and Judaa, over* 
charg'd with Taxes, made earneft Supplications for 
Eafemenrs. A1J thefe Accidents, together with the 
Tartbian and Armenian Wars, much haftned the De- 
figns of Tiberias j who plaufibly reprefented to the 

Senate, That the Difturbances in the Eaft, coud by no 
means be fo effectually fupprefs’d, as by the Prefence of 

Germanicus in tbofe Parts. Whereupon all the Pro¬ 
vinces in Afia were readily decreed to Qermanicus, 
and a larger Power and Command given him, than 
had been granted to any Governour before him. But 
Tiberius , to balance and reftrain the Power of Germa- 
nicus , as much as pollible, had before depos’d his 
great Friend C. Sylanus from being Governor of Sy¬ 
ria, and fent Cn. Pifo in his Place, a Perfon of a furi¬ 
ous and headftrong Temper, and in every refpeft, 
fit to execute thofe fatal Purpofes for which he was 
chiefly defign’d. His Wife Plancina, who was of a 
more haughty Temper than he himfelf, had likewife 

lecrcr Inftrudtions from Ttbtrius and Lruia, to pro¬ 
cure and exdte all the Envy and Hatred they cou’d 
againft Germanicus ; and even his Death, if occafion 
fhou’d require it, as it afterwards appear’d. 

In the fame Year that Germanicus was made Conful 
with Tiberius , he departed from Rome, for hisEaftern 
Expedition, carrying with him his Wife Agrippina , 
and his Children ; and arriving at Lesbos, his Wife, 
in her laft Delivery, had Julia. In the mean time 
Pifo, purfuant of his Defigns, by Gifts, Flatteries, 
and all imaginable vile Methods, was induftrioufly 

gain- 
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gaining the Hearts and Affe&ions of the Army a- 


Gtrmantcus 


But Germa- 


bufing and . 

mats more purfu’d the glorious Ends of his Expe¬ 
dition, than obferv’d the private Defigns of Pifo ; 
and in a fliort time by his wife and diligent Ma¬ 
nagement, he plac’d the King in Jrmenia, who 
was a Friend and Ally of the Rotnans: And the 
Kingdoms of Comagena and Cilicia , being void by 
the Deaths of their Kings, he reduc’d -thofe Coun¬ 
tries into Provinces, and plac’d Trators and Gover¬ 
nors there j in the former Q. Servius, in the latter 
gK Veranius , moderating in them the Royal Subfidies 
and Tributes. After this he manag’d his Affairs 
wirh fo much Skill and Dexterity, that he in a very 
Ihort time conftrain’d the King of Parthia, to fue 
for Peace and Alliances; which he granted and con¬ 
cluded, much to the Honour of the Empire, and 
the Roman Name. However, Tifo and his Wife 
Plandna continu'd to defame him, and openly to 
tax his Proceedings j all which Affronts Germanicus 

fuffer’d with great Prudence and Patience, Hill car¬ 


rying himfelf towards ’em with that Courtefie and 


peculiar 


Defigns 


_. _, - _ Jarthian War, 

he took a Voyage into ey£gj>pt, principally to view 
the celebrated Rarities and Antiquities of that fa¬ 
mous Countryi which highly offended Tiberius , for 
prefuming to enter that Province , as he Writ to him, 

when Aguftus, among other great Secrets of State , had 
(iriclly forbidden all Senators , Noblemen and Knights, to 
travel thither without [pedal PtrmiJJtcn. In the 
Abfence of Germanicus , Tifo had form’d fuch Plots 
and Defigns againft him, that when he underftood 
of his Return, he for his better Security, departed 
out of his Province. But as he had practis’d his 

Death, he went not far diftant; but remain’d for 

Come 
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Germani- Germanicus coming fO Antioch , was there pOyfon’d 
cos j>7- with a (low working POyfon, by, the Pra&ices of 
f*J ud ' pifo and his Wife, but by the Dire ft ions and Counfels 

of Tiberius , as mo ft Authors are of Opinion. 

The unfortunate Germanicus now folding his End 

approaching, call’d for his Friends about him, and 
fpoke to ’em after this manner. Since I amfo fudden- 

ly (natcht from you, my faithful Friends , and my too much 
lov'd Country, my la ft Favour to you is , that you would 
fignifie to my Father and Brother , with what Cruelty torn, 
with what Fraud circumvented , I have fnijb-d my mifera- 
ble Life\ with a mofi inglorious Death. If Hopes conceiv'd 
of me have mov'd any 3 if Proximity of Blood-have excited 
any 3 nay, if Envy towards me when living has proVok'd 

any 3 they new will weep, to f.ndHim, who before fourifid, 
and efcap’d fo many Battles and imminent Dangers, to end 
his Life by the perfidious Arts and Treachery of a Woman. 
But you , 1 am jure, will do fometbing more: Tou will re¬ 
venge my Death. Therefore Jhew to the Roman People my 
Wip, the Grand-Child of Auguftus,<iwJ my Children 3 and 
the Actors tbemfehes will have Remmfe j and theft who 
pretend impious Commands, will eitbernot be believ'd, ornot 
pardon'd. His Friends with weeping Eyes, taking him 


ooner 


hft 


Then turning to 


his Wife, he conjur’d her by is Memory, and 
Bonds of Nuptial Love, That Jhe would lay afsde her 
afpiring Mind, and fubmit her Courage to the cruel Shocks 
of Fortune 3 left at her return to the City, by emulation of 
Greatnefs , jhe fhsu'd procure the mortal Enmity of two 
more powerful than her ftlf. Thus much he fpoke 

openly, other Things he faid in Secret 3 and fhortly 
aher expir’d, to the exceeding Grief of his Pro¬ 
vince, and all the Foreign Princes in thofe Parts 3 
To great had his Courtefie been to the Allies, and 
his Mildnefs to his Enemies. Thus dy’d the noble 


moft valiant Captain Germanicus , in 


Year 
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Year of his Age ; a Perfon of admirable Vermes, 
rare Accomplishments, and of a moft fwegt Difpo- 
iltion • and a Perfon perfe&ly skill’d in a juft Com¬ 
pliance and Obedience, yet moft worthy of the 
higheft Authority and Command. He was nearer 
ally*d to the Empire than Tiberius himfelf, his Mo¬ 
ther Antonia being Daughter to Anthony and OBavia % 
and his Wife Agrippina, Daughter to Agrippa and Ju¬ 
lia • and he left oehind him three Sons, Not, Drufus , 
and Caligula , and as many Daughters. His Death 
happen'd in the (ixth Year of Tiberius' % Reign, and 
the 77 2d Year of the City; the Year before which 
dy*d Livy the renown’d Hiftorian, and Ovid the fa¬ 
mous Poet, in his Banilhment. 


II. Tiberius was now freed from thePerfon fomuch A> T>, 
belov’d by others, and fo much dreaded by himfelf; ao, 
yet ftill he was oblig'd to ftand the Shock of an Af¬ 
ter-Blow, proceeding from the Peoples Heat and Re- 
fentments. For never was a greater and more real 
Sorro win Rome, than at the News of the Death of 
Germanicus ; and without any Edidt of Magiftrates, or 
Decree of Senate, Vacation was fuddenly made, the 
Places of Judgments abandon’d, Shops and Houfeslhut 
up, and great Sighs and Mournings heard in every 
Street. The People threw Stones at their Temples, 
pull’d down their Altars, call their Houlhold Gods 
out of Doors, while the new-born Infants were ex¬ 
pos’d, and in their Indignation forfaken by their Pa¬ 
rents. A violent Rage and Fury appear'd among ma¬ 
ny, and grievous Complaints and Murmurings were 
made againft Pifo, and againft the Emperor himfelf, 
with his Mother Livia ; all which Troubles were re¬ 
new’d, and increa's’d at the arrival of Agrippina , Ihort- 
ly after with the Allies of her Husband. At her firft 
Landing, (he was met by innumerable multitudes of 
People from Rome , and from moft Cities and Towns 

in Italy, all manifefting their mighty Efteem and 

f Atfe&i- 
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A Are Sion 3 efpecially the old Soldiers, many of whom 
had ferv’d under this great General, who gave the 
higheft Marks and Teftimonies of their deep Con¬ 
cern, and unfeign’d Sadnefs, At the City (he was 
met by the Senate and the whole People of Rome , with 
a ftrange and wonderful mixture of Lamentations and 
Acclamations, Tiberius himfelf outwardly appearing 
as highly concern’d as any other, for the untimely 
End of his adopted Son. On the Day that the A/hes 
were repoiited in the Tomb of Augujlus, all were in a 
profound Silence, in the former Parts, when of a hid¬ 
den they broke out into loud Cries and Lamentati¬ 
ons, and the Campus Martins was fill’d with mighty 
Throngs of People, and (hind like the Day with bla¬ 
zing Torches • where the Soldiers and people with 
extream Patlion cry’d out, The Common-Wealth was 
fallen to the Ground ! not confidering the jealous Tem¬ 
per of the prefent Governours. Tiberius moft craftily 
diflembled all this, but nothing fo fenfible touch’d 
him, as the fervent Affe&ion the People (hew’d to 
Agrippina - y calling her. The Honour of their Country , the 

true Pattern of Aniiyuitjy and the only Blood of the great. 

Auguftus3 and turning towards Heaven, and praying, 

That her IJfue might continue longy and outlive the Wicked. 

The People’s zealous Affection towards Agrippina , 
was not more remarkable than their violent Hatred 
to Pifoy whom they publickly accus’d of murdering 
Germamcus. Pifo having now overcome all Fear 
and Modefty, and piefuming upon the great Favour 
of Theriusy (hortly after came to Rome 3 where in be¬ 
half of Agrippina y and her Friends, he was accus’d 
before the Senate of many other Crimes befides the 
Death of Germanicus 3 particularly, That he had cor¬ 
rupted the commonSoldiers with Licentioufnefs and 
Debauchery, and had done great Injury to the Con¬ 
federates 3 that he was call’d. Father of the Legions by 
all the lewder Sort 3 that he had been barbarous and 

cruel to all good Men, and had born Arms againft 

the 
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the State. He defended himfelf but weakly againft 
thele Accufations, only the Poyfoning of Germanicus t 
cou’d not be fo evidently made appear as fome other 
things. However the Anger and Severity of the Judg¬ 
es, the Cries and Threats of the People, and above 
all the Artifices and Difiimularions of Tiberius , drove 
him to fuch Extremities, that before his Cafe could 
be finally determin’d he was found dead in his Bed* 
by his own Hands, as was conjectur’d. He had been 
often feen with a little Book in his Hand, which as 
his Friends reported, contain’d the Emperor’s Letter 

and Commiflion to kill Germanicus - 3 all which he de- 

fign’d to have fliewn openly in the Senate, and to 
have charg’d Tiberius with the Murder, had he not 
been cunningly deluded by his Favourite Sejaims's 
vain Promifes: And moreover, they affirm, 7 hat he 

kill’d not himfelf but was privately murder'd by a Ter- 
fon fent for that purpofe. His Wife Plancina, who is 
believ’d to have been more guilty than himfelf, by 
the Perfwafion and Interceiiion of Livia, efcap’d 
publick Puni/hmenti and thus all Difturbances rais’d 
upon this Account, were by degrees quieted. 

Tiberius having now got free from all his Troubles 
and Jealoufies, began to pull off the Mask- and to 
appear fomewhat more bare-fac’d in his vicious 
Actions and loofe Life, tho’ not yet fo open in his 
Tyrannical Defigns. However, it was apparent to 
many, that he had much receded from the wife 
Maxims of his Predeceffor Jugufus, all whofe pub- 
lick Actions manifeltly tended to the general Hap- 
pinefsofthe Roman People and Empire: But the 
Maxims of this Emperor taught him to make a Sci¬ 
ence of the Clofet, wherein was fhut up a falfe and 
myfterious Intereft of the Prince, feparate from the 
Inrereft of the State, and alrnoft always Contrary 
to the Publick Good. Here judgment, Capacity* 
and the wife Secrets of State, were converted into 
Siineis, Artifice, and a dangerous Diiiimulation, 

F x were 
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where there could be no knowing of good and evil 
Actions of themfelves, but every thing was taken 
according to the nice Intention of the Emperor, or 
judg’d by the Fincnefs of fome malicious Specula¬ 
tion. He began more and more to diminilh the 
Power and Authority of the Senate, which Defign 
was much facilitated by the naufeous Flatteries of 
mod People; a Vice which had now fooverfpread 
and corrupted the City, that not only the common 
Nobility were oblig’d in that fervile Manner to fu- 
ftain their Reputation, but fuch as had been Conftls 
and Prxtors, and alio many Senators drove who 
ihould propound Things mod vile and fordid, as 
1 a chus a Hines us. It is alfo written, That as Tibe¬ 
rius was wont to go out of the Senate and Publick 
Afitmblies, he often faid in Greek, O Nation, ready 
for Servitude ! as tho’ he, who cou’d fo little endure 
the Publick Liberty, did yet abhor fuch bafe and 
fervile Submidion, which, by little and little, fell 
from indecent Flatteries to Practices more lewd. 

Above a Year after the Death of Germctnicus , Ti¬ 
berius made himfcif Conful, raking alfo his Son Dra¬ 
fts for his Colltgue; after which feighing an Indil- 
podtion, he retir’d from Rome as for the Recovery oi 
his Health; but wirh defign, that his Sons Govern¬ 
ment Ihould facilitate his Settlement and Eftablilh- 
ment in the Empire alter his Deceale. During the 
Time of this Government, fevcral Nations ot the 
Gauls made Infurrections. being unableto endure the 
heavy Tributes and fevere Exactions which Tiberim 
had lately impos’d upon ’em. The principal Leader; 
and Promoters of this Rebellion, were two valliani 
and hardy Mc-n,call’d Floras and Sacrovir whofe Arm; 
w r ere fo profperou; in the beginning, that Rome ii 
felf was in fome kind of Coniicrnation, there bein£ 
much more reported there, than prov’d true. Thi 
was a great Concern to Tiberius, w ho never had Com 
mapdedimhe Field lince he came to the Empire, am 

hat 
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had now almoft forgotten all his former Valour and 
Bravery, and had given hirafelf up to Vice and Sen- 
fuality in his Old Age. But Cains Silius who Com¬ 
manded in thofe Parts, march’d fpeedily with his 
Legions againft thofe Revolters, and in one gene¬ 
ral Battel put ’em to Flight, and deftroy’d great 
Numbers of’em, by which he fettl’d and lupprefs’d 

all the Difturbances in Gaul. Drt/fus, in the mean 
time, diligently employ’d himfdf in his new Go- 

; and the Year following, his Father gave 
him the Tribunitial Power. In which Year Tacfari - 
nus,a great and powerful Man in Numidia, who had 
rebell’d and been defeated by L. Aftronictts two 
Years before, was now again overthrown and re¬ 
duc’d by Bltefus ; and for that Service Tiberius gave 
him the Honour of being falured Imperator by his 
Legions, according to the ancient Cuitom. 

Tiberius , tho’ he had carefully endeavour’d, and 
fuccefsfully gain’d fo ftriCta Command over the Per- 
fons of others, yet he had the Misfortune of being in- . 
a great meafure rul’d by his Favourite Sejanus, a Ro- 
man Knight, bold and afpiring in his Attempts, clofe ltf ’ l ' 
and c^fty in' his Defigns, but modeft in outward 
Shew and Appearance. This Perfon had by many 
ingenious Sleights, and cunning Inlinuations, fo 
gain’d upon the Affections of the Emperor, that tho* 
he was everreferv’d and fecret to others, he became 
free and open to him, making him Captain of the 
Traitor tan Guards, and advancing him ro the higheft 
Dignities; befides, he extol’d him in the Senate as an 
Affociate in his Labours, permitting his Statues to be 
fet up in the Theatres, and other publick Places. 

Thefe extraordinary Favours fofwell’dhim, that he 
thought of nothing lefs than the Empire it felf j as 
a ftep to which hefirft turn’d the Force ofhisDefigns 
aga nft Drufus , with whom he w r as highly incens’d, 

by reafon of forne late Affronts. In order to this At¬ 
tempt, headdrds’d himfelfto Drufm's Wife tivla % 

Fj Sifter 
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Sifter to Gcrmanicus , and by many Pretences of a 
moil violent Paffion for her, he enjoy’d her y after 


which he put her in great hopes of Marriage 


Partnerfhip in the Empire, ifjhe would be ajjijh 
Murdering her Husband. All which Was eafily effected 
by the means of Lygdus an Eunuch, and a flow work¬ 
ing Poyfon, which was chofen to make his Death 
appear ro be the effects of fome cafual Diftemper. 
Great Muimurings arofe in Rowe upon this Account- 
tho’ the greareft part of the People were not much 
concern’d, having now' Hopesthat Gertnanicus's Chil¬ 
dren /houldfucceed in theEmpire, whomthey high¬ 
ly refpe&ed and efteem’d for their Father’s fake. T»- 
berius fliew’d much Concern at firft, but in a great 
ipeafure laying afide the Care for him, or the Pub- 
lick, he unexpectedly ftiorren’d the Vacation upon 
this Occaficn ; and fh ew’d fo little Refpe/ft to hint, 
that when the Ambafiadors fram Troy or IHium came 

fomewhatlate withtheirComplimentsof Condolen- 

he told ’em in Derition, That he alfo could not hit 


c y 


Misfortune, in having lojt fo 

iXatn as He&or. Pra/w’s De, 


the following Pear, the War v. r iihTucfarinus in Africk 
was renew’d, 2nd concluded by Tub.. Dolabella y with 
the Death ot Tucferinus himfejf. j Dolebeda petition¬ 
ing for the Honour of Triumph, Tiberius deny’d it 
him, left the Glory of his Unde BUJhs before him 
fliou’d be obfcur’d thereby j but gave it to Sejanus , 
who had pertorm’d nothing to deierve it. 

. Tiberias’s Ten Year’s Government being now ex¬ 
pir’d, he took upon him the Imperial Authority for 
Ten Years longer, without receiving it from the Se¬ 
nate and People, as Auguflus had done 


Means 
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more corrupted by the finifter Defigns of its Prince3 
diftant Honours and Employments were generally fo 
many myfterious Exiles 3 and Charges and Govern¬ 
ments were chiefly given to Perfons defign’d for 
Ruin, or for the Ruin of others. So that the Bene¬ 
fit of Merits and good Services were rarely confi- 
der’d 3 for the ?Armies had rather Out-Laws than 
Generals, and the Provinces banifh’d Men than Go¬ 
vernors. All which Inconveniencies and Corrupti¬ 
ons were very much promoted by the vile Practices 
of Seianus , who at prefent was likewife conlpiring 
the Ruin of Germanicus' s Children, the undoubted 
SuccelTors to the Empire. But finding the inviolable 
Fidelity of their Keepers, and the invincible Chafti- 
ty of Agrippina 3 ana that thefe and many other De- 
(igns could not be eafily effected while the Emperor 
continu’d in the City 3 he us’d all Methods to per- 
fwade Tiforius, to retire to fomepleafantPlace remote 
from Rome. By this he forefaw many Advantages to 
himfelf 3 as that there cou’d be no Accefs to the 
Prince but by him 3 that all Letters being convey’d 
by Solars at his Devotion, fhow’d pafs through his 
Hands 3 that Tiberius declining in Age, and grown 
florhful and effeminate through the Solitude of the 

Place, wou’d disburden himfelf of the Cares of the 
State 3 and by thefe Means, all vain Shadows remov’d, 
he might grow Mighty in real Power and Authority. 
Therefore by little and liitle he cunningly infinuated 

to Tiberius , The great and numerous Inconveniencies of the 
City , the flavijh Attendance and Trouble belonging to the 
Senate , and the dijlurb'd and fcditious Temper of the Infe¬ 
rior Sort 3 highly extolling a qui et and /olitary Retirement , 
a Life without Anguifii of Mind , free from Envoy and Ill- 
Will , and more fit to think on important and weighty Mat¬ 
ters , Tiberius , whether moft prevail’d upon by his 
plaufible Perfwafions, or his own natural Inclinations 
to Eafe and Debauchery, in the twelfth Year of 


fas 


and went into Campania 3 but 
F 4 only 
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only with 


nth Pretence of dedicating a Temple to Jit¬ 
ter at Capita, and another to Augufius at Nela. After 
this, iho» he remov’d to feveraf Places, he never re¬ 
turn’d to the City in all his Reign, and from this 
time we hear not much of his A&ions, belides a 
black Train of prodigious Cruelties, abominable 
Pra£tices, and deftable Vices. 

% 

III. The fame Year that Tiberius departed from 
Rome, hefent Pontius Pilate into the Eafi, to be Go¬ 
vernor of Judaea, who at his firft Arrival, fet up 
the Image of Tiberius at Jerufalem ; bur after many 
Petitions and Dangers of Infurre&ions, he remov’d 
’em to C.cfarea. The following Year was introduc’d 
by a fatal Accident at FiJen* , not far from Rome 3 
occafion’d by the hidden Fall of a new-built Am* 
hitheater, which kill’d and wounded about fifty 
oufand People of all Ranks and Conditions, to 
theunoredible Surprize and Confternation of the Ci¬ 
ty. In the mean Time Tiberius having dedicated his 
Temples in Campania, lie publifh’d an Edi&, forbid¬ 
ding all Perfons to difturb his Repofe, and (topp’d 
the Concourfe of Citizens by placing Soldiers in the 
Ways 3 and fti I growing weary of Towns and Co¬ 
lonies, and all Places on theContinenr, he withdrew 
himfelf into a very pleafant and remarkable llland 
call'd Casretc, over again!! Naples, and three Miles 
from the Continent, where he wholly abandon’d 
himfelf to all imaginable Scandal and Wickednefs3 
upon which Account he was publickly called by the 
l\ams of Catrlficus. He never was more Sufpicious 




Spies and informers were employ’d in all Part? of the 

City, which caus’d numerous Difturbances and Cru¬ 
elties, and the Deaths of many Worthy Perfons, If 
U Peribn of confiderable Merit teftify’d any Concern 
foy the Glory of the Empire, Tiberius immediately 
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fufpe&ed it was only a fecret Defign of gaining ir. 

If any other had an innocent Remembrance of Li¬ 
berty, he was look’d upon as a dangerous Perfon, and 
one who aim’d at the re-eftabli(hing the Common¬ 
wealth. To praife Brutus and Cajfms was a capital 
Crime 3 to bewail Augufins, a fecret Offence 3 and fo 
much the more dangerous, becaufe Tiberius had al¬ 
ways commended him in Publick, and caus’d Divine 
Honours to be decreed him. And every Action be¬ 
came liable to forc’d Interpretations 3 Simplicity of 
Difcourfe, theyfaid, exprefs’d evil Defigns 3 a dis¬ 
creet Silence conceal’d mifchievous Intentions 3 Joy 
wa; the Hopes of the Prince’s Death 3 Melancholy 
an Envying his Profperity 3 and Fear the juft Ajppre- 
henfions of a guilty Conference: So that to Ipeak, 
to be filent, ro be glad, to be griev’d, to be fearful 
or affur’d, were all Crimes, and very often incurr’d 
the exrreameft Punifltmenrs. Many of thefe things 
were likewife promoted by the pernicious Practices 
and Contrivances of Sejanus , who more principally 
employ’d his Defignsagainft Nero and Drujus, the two 
Sons of Germanicus , whom Tiberius after the Death 
of his Son Drufus, had recommended to the Senate. 

Sejauus never defifted from profecuting ’em all man¬ 
ner of Ways, till he had unjuftly caus’d ’em to be 
declar’d Enemies to the State, after which he found 
Means toftatve ’em to Death, barbaroufly tiling their 
Mother Agrippina, who had been free in upbraiding 
and reprehending him for his impious A ft ions. A- The Death 
boutthe fame timedy’d the Emperor’s Mother Livia, «f Livia. 
in the S 6 tb Tear of her Age 3 a Woman of won¬ 
derful Policy, faid to have had all the Skill and Sub- 
tilty of her Husband, and all the Artifice and Diffi- 
mulation of her Son 3 one who had been an infup- 
porcable $tep-Mother to the State, and had labour’d 
under the Scandal of many great and notorious Pier 
ces of Treachery; For which (he was in fome mea- 
litre punilh-’d by her Son’s great Contempt of her 

for 
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for a confiderable time before her Death 5 his refu¬ 
ting to bury her, and fufiering her Body to putrifie j 
his rejecting the Honours decreed her, and vaca¬ 
ting her Will j and by his profecutingand punifti- 
inc her Friends with the utmoft Seventy. 


that 


wh'ch was the 


Jews 


Tiberius’s Reign, and the third of his Re 
, Jefus Cbrifi , our blefled Saviour, in 
er’d upon Ms Minifterial Function, and 
reach the" Gofpel in that Country to 
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Crucify’d 
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and laving Doctrines, and 
many Miracles and ACts 1 
more unexprelfible Inftance of his Love to loti Man¬ 
kind, infinitely furpafling all Human Conceptions, 
and mortal Imaginations: And this was his volun- 
tary Death and Sacrifice for the Sins of the World, 
which was brought about by the falfe and malicious 
Aocufations of the Jews, and the Ignorance and 
Sufpicions of Pilate their Governor, who com¬ 
manded h; 

cus’d to Tiberius of protecting a Seditious Perfon who 
aim’d at the Crown of Jutbea. His Death was ac 
-company’d with terrible Earthquakes and dreadfu 
Prodigies, the Sun it fclf being darken’d for three 
Hours, as is acknowledg’d even by Heathen Writers; 
And what appear’d no ids wonderful to Men, was 
his railing himfdf from the Dead, witMn three 
Days after his Crucifixion, and his afeending into 
Heaven from whence he came. Shortly after which, 
Pilate wrote to Tiberius an Account of his Pafiion 

with the Miracles perform’d by 


s pe 
Thai 


Multi 


and RefurreCtion, with the 
Mm, and others in lus Name, and. 

Jude of bis Follow*, rt daily increajing , he was accounted A 

God. Whereupon Tiberius made report of the whole 
Matter to the Senate, and further with this favou¬ 
rable Suffrage, That CHRIST might be accounted a 


the Senate being difpl 


that 
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that they had not firft mov’d it, and alledging an 
ancient Law which gave to them in particular the 
Superintendence in all Matters of Religion, refus’d 
to Canonize him; and by an Edift commanded that 
all Cbriftians fljould be bani/h’d the City. But Tibe¬ 
rius by another Edift threatned Death to the Ac- 
cufers of Cbriftians 3 and in all his Reign be would 
not permit, of at leaft not promote any Perfecution 
pf the Cbriftians, tho’ they were confiderably name- 
rous before his Death. 

Tho’ Tiberius was thus favourable to the Cbriftians\ 
yet he liv’d at pvefent neither like a true Chnftian, 
nor like a rarionalMan, dill more and more a- 
bounding in his Mercilels Cruelties, and his abomi¬ 
nable Lulls. His Inclinations to the former were 
firft difcover’d in his Infancy by his Mafter in Rhe- 
torick, who wou’d oftentimes by way of Reprehen- 

fion call him, A Mafs of Clay temper'll with Blood, He 
now condemn’d many of the principal and nobleft 
Men in Rome, and confifcated their Eftates, for ve¬ 
ry light Caufes, and moft of’em forged, Befides 

thefe Innocent Perfons,fell his great Minifter of State 
Sejanus, whofe Death was moft juft, and whofe fe- 
pret Pr a (Slices againft Tiberius's Life, and whofe deep 
Defigns upon the Empire, began more nianifeftly to 
appear than ever, Sejanus was very near difpatching 
him, when the Emperor, as by a Miracle, return’d 
from his fatal Biindnefs, preferv’d his unhappyDays, 
anddeftroy’d this great Confident, who would have 
ruin’d hxrm Tiberius proceeded with all imaginable 
Care and Caution in this Matter, prepared Ships for 
his Flight, order’d Soldiers for his Security, and fenc 
fervile Letters to the Senate, befeeching the Fathers, 

To protect a poor aid Man abandon'd of all People. When 

Sejanus was fecur’d, a thoufand Indignities were of¬ 
fer’d to him 5 after which he was Strangled by the f e * anu,r 
Hand °f the Common-Hangman, his Body yras 
ignorninioully dragg’d about jhe Streets, and his 
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whole Family Executed with him; a Puni/hment 
fcarce proportionable to the Number and Heinouf- 
nefs of his Crimes. Shortly after him follow’d ?ifo s 
Wife Flancha, who met with an unjuft Acculation 
and Condemnation, tho* a mod juft Punifhment for 
her former practices againft Germanic*! , a nd fell al- 
moft as unpity’d as the other. Great numbers of o- 
thers dy’d with fmall Appearance of Juftice, which 

very often proceeded from the infatiable Avarice as 
well as exoibitant Cruelty of this Prince, for he 
now augmented his Subfidiesand Tribunes in fuch a 
Meafure, that the Provinces became defolate and 
miferable, and Confifcated the Eftates of feveral 
Princes of Gall, Spain, Syria, Greece, and Other Parts 
upon the moft flight and inconftderable Informations. 
His unbounded Cruelties reduc’d the Nobility of 
Rome to a dangerous State, and madehimfelf become 
odious to thoTe who before had fwell’d him with 
their extravagant Flatteries j for now he a&ed open¬ 
ly, and treated his Subje&s as Enemies, becaule he 
hadfirft afforded’em an occafion of being fo. ' No 
Perfon, tho’ never fo verruous and cautious, could 
be fafe i for it was not enough for ’em to be free 
from the Corruptions of Accufers, the falfe Repons 
of Spies, and the Suppoficions of infamous Infor¬ 
mers j but they alfo flood in fear of the very Imagi¬ 
nation of the Emperor j and when they juftly thought 
themfelves fecure by the Innocence, not only of 
their A&ions, but their Thoughts alfo, they were 
often ruin’d by the Malice of his Conje&ures. 

Thus miferable were the Romans under the Arbi¬ 
trary Government of an outragious Tyrant j and 
the more, becaufe he made no Diftin&ion of Per- 
fons in his Cruelties -. For of the twenty Noblemen 
he chofe for his Council, he put fixtecn to Death } 
and with the fame Severities profecuted his Allies 
and own Kindred ; impioufly averring, That Pria- 
m u j was a happy Alan in cat-livipg his whole Race and 

Fofierity. 
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foflmty. His ufual Saying to fuch as alledged the 
Hatred of his Subjects to him, was. Let’em bate, at 
long as they fubmit ; and there was not a Day with¬ 
out fotne barbarous Execution, for which he ftriftly 
forbad the Relations of the Condemn’d to Mourn, 
or to make any fort of Lamentations. And what 
ftill made his Executions more terrible and detefta- 
ble, was his ordering the Condemn’d Perfons to fuf- 
fer many lhameful Indignities and Exquifite Tor¬ 
ments before they dy’d, which feveral prevented by 
Poyfons and Daggers. He generally executed his Fu¬ 
ry with fuch extreme Severity, that he efteem’d it a 
Favour, and an Aft of Mercy, to put Perfpns to an 
ordinary Death ; fo that when a particular Perfon 
call’d Carnulius , had kill’d himfelf to prevent further 
Torments, he cry’d ou x.^Ahfbow has Carnulius efcaf d 
me ? And to another, Prifoner, who earneftly begg’d. 
That he wou’d not defer his Death, he faid, He was 
not yet fo much his Friend as to haften it. Sometimes 
he was more merry, jocofe in his Cruelties; parti¬ 
cularly when a certain Buffoon had flopp’d a 
Hearfe, and defir’d the Dead Body to tell Augu jhis. 

That bis Legacies given to the People were yet unpaid j 

Tiberius fent for him, and having paid him his Share, 
caus’d him to be immediately executed,bidding him 

go tell Auguf us. That be was paid. NotWlthftanding 
his being fo continually hardened in his Vices, he 
had fomuch Senfe ofRemorfeat particular Inftances, 
that his Aftions fometimes proved his own Scourge 
and Puniftiment j particularly when he wrote to the 
Senate to fpare a Favourite of his, he after fome 
fervile Entreaties told'em, That the Gods and GoddeJJes 

bad fo ajjUBcd and confounded him , that be knew not 
how or what to write. Whereupon, Tacitus obferves. 

That if we could look into the Breads of Tyrants, 
we might fee the Marks of a thoufand Stripes and 
Stabs; fince the Mind is more wounded by Cruel¬ 
ty, Luft, and Ambition, than the Body by Racks 

and 
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and Tortures. At particular Intervals he Ihew’d 
fome Sparks and Reliques of his Former Virtues and 
ingenuity; but thefe were always ftifled, and his 
Cruelties encreafed by his prodigious Gluttony and 
Drunkennefs, and his more prodigious Lulls, which 
ftill more violently rag’d at a Time when Age and 
Nature defign’d to correct and cure ’em. He filthily 
abus’d moft of the eminent and illuftrious Ladies of 

w 

the City, and made ’em fubfervient to his Lulls; and 
his great Parts and Ingenuity now only ferv’d for 
exquifite Inventions, and to make his Vices more 
extravagant and abominable. At his Retirement in 
the lOc of Caprea, he Invented Rooms on purpofe 
for his libidinous Exercifes, where he made ule of 
all manner of Incentives, fome of which were of 
that monftrous and deteftable Nature, that they 
ought not to be mention’d or imagin’d. 

For all this fpace Tiberius was lhamefully negli¬ 
gent of his Armies and Governors of Provinces, 
and of the Security of his Dominions from Foreign 
Devaltations. He fuffer’d Maftato be feiz’d on by 
the Dadans and Sarmatians , Gaul to be wafted by the 
Germans , and himfelf to be infulted over by Artaba - 
m, King of Partbia , who not only poflefs’d himfelf 
of Armenia, but alfo highly affronted him by Letters, 
accufing him ot ParriciJe t Murders y Lax>inefs,andLuxu¬ 
ry, and Dad him with all pojjible [peed Jatisfte the tnoft 
'■aft hatred of his Sub jells by a voluntary Death. Thele 

were Affronts which w ere never offered to a Roman 
unreveng’u ; but they could not move the overgrown 
Stupidity of this Emperor, who left his Provinces 
w holly to the Care of his Handing Legions; and 
proceeding in his vile Enormities, often wilh’d. That 

Heaven and Earth might be defray'd at bis Death. In the 
twenty fecondYear of his Reign, his Strength began 
to forfakehim; which occafion’d him to remove to 
feverai Places, ietling at laft in a Promontory of Mi- 
fenum. Here, after many nice Confideracions and 

Con* 
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Macro , he nam’d 
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Caiui Caligula, the only furviving Son of Germanicus, 

for his Succelfor, together with a young Grandfon 
of his call’d Tiberius. It is probably conjectur'd, that 
henamed the former, expedting to have his Vices ef¬ 
face the memory of his own Wickednefs, and with 

Belief that he would extinguifh the Roman Nobility. 

For he had often faid, That in Caligula he badbro a 
up a Serpent for the People of Rome, and a Phaeton f 
the ref of the World. Though his Spirits fenfibly d< 
din’d, his Diflimulation was as ftrong as ever, and 
he defpis’d all Phyfick. But his Weaknefswas difeo- 
ver’d by Charides , a Famous Phyfican, who pretend¬ 
ing to kifs his Hand, felt the Defedt in his Pulle. This 
was immediatly perceiv’d by this fubtle and wary 
Prince, who fhortly after feem’d to fall into fuch 
Faintings, as all then judg’d Him dead, and began 
to make their Court to the new Emperor; but reco¬ 
vering again to the great Surprize, and almoll Con- 
fufion of Caligula and Macro , they foon found Mean- 
to difpatch him, which was by fmothering him with 
a Pillow, or by Poyfon, as fome Authors report, 
being now 78 Years of Age. Authors differ about The Death 
the Manner of his Death, and fome feem to excufe c/Tibcri- 
Caligula of the Fadt, though he publickly confefs’d , as - 

« 4 ^ • m * ^ 1 * _ ^ 


that he d=?%ned his Death, 


Murtbtr of 


his feveral 

This was the deferv’d End of Tierius Nero, the 
third Emperor of Rome ; and thought he had highly 
oblig’d the City by a liberal Contribution towards 
the Damages of a Fire in the preceding Year, yet the 
News of his Death was receiv’d at Rome with all the 
imaginable Demonftrations of Joy, fome running 
about in great numbers, and crying ThrowTibcnxis 
into the Tiber ! others befeeching their Mother Earth, 
and the Infernal Gods, to vouebjafe him no Place but a- 
mongimpious and detefiible Wretches ; and Others threat- 

ning to drag his vile Carcafs into the Gemonia, the 

Place 
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Place for Common Malefadors. All theft; Indig 
cities, together with his Unnatural Death, was bu 
a juft Vengeance from Heaven to a Perfon whom 
it had endued with the greateft Wit and Ingenuity, 
and who had wickedly employed it to the fatisfying 
hisLufts and Ambition, the enflaving of his Coun¬ 
try, the deftroying of his Subjeds, and the corrupt¬ 
ing and weakning the moft glorious Empire in the 
World by his Pernicious Maxims. To give his Cha¬ 
racter in fhort: As Augustus may juftly be faid to 
have been the wifeft and greateft Monarch, and the 
moft skilful Politician in the World, fo Tiberius may 
truly be faid to have been the moft fubtile and fwel- 
ling Tyrant, and the moft exquilite State-Jugler 
that Rome ever faw. He corrupted all that was 
good, and introduc’d all that was bad in the Em¬ 
pire : And what prov’d a far greater Misfortune to 
the State, was its having his falfe Politides embrac’d 
by the greateft Part of his Succeffors, feveral of 
which were greater Monfters, and far more igno¬ 
rant than himfelf, who plac’d the Honour and Glo¬ 
ry of their Reigns not in governing the Empire bcft, 
but enflaving it moft; Methods that generally prove 
as fatal to Princes, as deftrudive to Subjeds. Tibe¬ 
rius reign'd twenty two Tears, feven Months, and 
l'even Days, according ro Dion 5 and dy’d in the 
790th Year of the City, 63 Years after the perfcd 
Settlement of the Empire by Augustus, 38 Years af¬ 
ter our Saviour’s Nativity, and five after his Cruci* 
fixion. 


CHAP. 
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From the Death of Tiberius, to the Death of 
Nero, the Sixth Emperor; which ended the 
Julian Family , and firfl broke the Succeffion of 
the Empire. 

Containing the Space of about 30 TEARS. 

I. HH HE Death of Tiberius prov‘d a double Sari f- 8 

X faction to the Senate and People of Rome both ^ 
for its freeing them from a mercilefs Tyrant, and for 
its making Way for fo hopeful a Succeffor as Cains 
Caligula ; who was highly belov‘d and refpedted, up¬ 
on the Account of the extraordinary Merits of his 
Father Germanicus, and the great Injuries doneto him 


A. D. 


infinite 


Mi 


principal Men of Rome, went out to entertain him 
upon the Way, with extraordinary Rejoycings and 
Congratulations, noiwitbftanding he came mourn¬ 
ing with the dead Body of Tiberius , which the Soldi¬ 
ers brought to be burnt at Rome , according to the Cu- 
ftom of that Time. At his Entrance into Rome 
with great Solemnity, he was receiv’d with new 
Names and Epithers of Honour, and the utmoft 
Marks of real Affe&ion j and the Senate being af- 
l'embled, with the People thronging into the Houfe, 
he was by univerfal Confent declar’d Emperor, with CalJguU 
full Power,-contrary to the exprefs Will of Tiberius , made Em 
who left him but Coheir with his Grandfon liberius,t tm ' 
then under Age, and in his Tratexta. The Joy for 
this new Emperor, was not confin’d to the narrow 
Bounds of Rome and Italy , butdilared it felf through all 
the Empire ; So that in the Space of three Months, 
by Computation above 160000 Cattle were facrific’d 

his Election, 


upon that Occafion, 


Shortly after 

G 


upon 
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upon his Paffage into the I fie of Campania, not far 
diftant from the City, the People made Vows for his 
Return, not omitting the leaft Opportunity of ex- 
prefiing their exceeding Care for his Safety j and 
when afterwards he fell Sick, the People throng’d 
whole Nights about his Palace, Come offering them- 
fclves to Combat for his Safety, and others devoting 
themfclves to Death at his Recovery, and let up Bills 
of their Refolutions in the Streets. To this infinite 
Affedion of the Citizens, was added the no lefs Fa¬ 
vour and Refpeft of Strangers, for Artabanus King 
of Parthia, who had expreis’d nothing but Hatred 
and Contempt to Tibsrius , fought his Alliance him- 
felf: and coming to a perfonal Conference with one 
of his Legateswho had been Confnl, hepafs’d the Eu¬ 
phrates, ador’d the Eagles and other Enligns of thfe 
Empire, and kifs’d the Images of this new Emperor. 
So tharCrf%»/*wanted no Advantage nor Opportu¬ 
nity of making himfelt the greateft Prince in the 
World, fince he had lb much the Love of his own 
Subjects, and the Refpeil of all Foreigners. 

Cains was not much above 1 5 Years of Age when 
he arriv’d at the Empire; and was fur nam’d Caligula, 
from his wearing the Military Buskin in his Youth, 
call’d Caliga. He was of a fierce and cruel Tem¬ 
per, and no lefs remarkable for his extream Subtilty 
and Diflimulation: The formerDifpolitionhe isfup- 
pos’drohave fuck’d in with the Milk ofhisNurle, 
who ufually anointed her Breads with Blood; and to 
have learnt the latter from the Familiarity and Con- 
verfation of his Mailer Tiberius. His Enormities 
were all conceal’d in the Beginning of his Reign ; 
but toon after, as feveral of his Actions gave fome 
Indications of an irregular Head, and a diftrafted 
Brain, fo we are told that his Wit cCiejonia gave him 

a Drink which a little diftofted his Reafon and Un- 
derftanding; tho’ fhe did it with a defign of making 
him love her, and to prevent his Divorcing Her, as 
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lie had Tome others before her. After which. Au¬ 
thors report, that he never flept but three Hours in 
twenty four, fometimes rifing in a great Fright, as 
tho’ he had feen Apparitions and Vilions - notwith- 
flanding he always retain’d an extraordinary ready 
Wit and Apprehenfion, and an admirable faculty 
and fluency in Speaking. In the beginning he Was 
very bufie and careful of the Publick ; and having 
perform’d the Funeral Solemnities of Tiberius, he 
haftened to the Illand Vandataria and Vonta, to remove 
the Allies of his Mother and Brothers, expoling him- 
felf to the danger of tempeftuous Weather, that his 
Piety might be the more remarkable. Having ga¬ 
ther’d them together, and put them wirh much Re¬ 
verence into their Urns, with no lefs Pomp and 
Formality, he carry’d them to Qftia, fetting up his 
Standard in the Stern of his Galley; and from thence 
along the Tiber to Rome, where they were convey’d 
by the moft illuftrious of the Equeftrian Order, into 
a famous Maufolaum. Beiides which, he ordain’d 
publick Services and Devotions to be annually ob- 
lerv’d in their Commemoration 5 informed folemn 
Games for his Mother in the Circus, and in Honour 
of his renowned Father call’d the Month September 
by the Name of Germanicus. Thefe Ceremonies be¬ 
ing over, by an A& of the Senate, he conferr’d up¬ 
on his Grandmother Antonia, all the fame Honour 
that Livia Augujla had formerly • and that there 
might be no room left for Apprehenfions in the In¬ 
formers, againft his Mother and Brothers, he caus’d 
all the Regifters and Records relating to thofe Mat¬ 
ters, to. be brought publicity into the Forum, and 
there to be burnt in his Prefence, j firft calling the 
Gods to witnefs. That he never read them. And the 
Kindnefs which he had hitherto fhewn them, was 
the reafon he refus’d a Note that was offer’d him, 
tending to the Difcovery of a Confpiracy againft 

him, alitdging, That he was not conscious of any ABioir 

G a that 



84 77* (Roman Hijlory. Book I. 

that might defense the Hatred of any Man j therefore he 
bad no Ears for Informers. 

The Beginning of this Emperor’s Reign was all 
Clemency and Regularity; and pretending to go¬ 
vern with Juftice and Moderation, he caus’d the fa¬ 
mous Models and Inftitutions of Juguflus to be pub- 
lifli’d and reviv’d, which had been neglected and 
difus’d by Tiberius giving likewife a free Jurifdidti- 
on to the Magiftrates, without referving any Appeal 
to himfelf. He likewife began to regulate and re¬ 
form many Abufes in the State, and feverely pu- 
niih’d corrupt Governors j among which he banifh’d 

Pontius Pilate to Vanne in Gaul, where he afterwards 

kill’d himfelf, with his own Hands, and fo became 
f/P.Pilite f j 1c p even g er fl f wickednefs upon himfelf, as the 

Betrayer of our Saviour had done before. He took 
a ftridt View of all the Evuites, taking away their 
Rings and Horfes in a molt publick manner, when 
he found them guilty of any infamous Crime; and 
banifh’d without remiiiion the Sgintriee or Invented 
of abominable Recreations from Rcme. He remitted 
feveral Impofuions invented by Tiberius , and was fo 
popular, that Suetonius tells us that he endeavour’d 
to reftore the ancient Manner of Ekflions of Magi- 
ftrates, by the Suffrages of the People. Though the 
Will and Tc&ament of Tiberius , was declar’d null by 
the Senate, and that of Livia Augufta fuppreft by 
Tiberius, yet he caus’d all their Legacies to be pun du¬ 
ally paid, without either Clamour on one lide, or 

Fraud on the other 3 and to make Young Tiberius 

fome amends for his milling the Crown, he made 

him P; h.c>ps f liven:utis. He made good the Lodes 
which feveral had fuftain’d by Fire ; and when he 
rcftur’d fume Princes to their Kingdoms who had 
been unjullly difpoliefs’d by Tiberius , he gave them 
likewife ali the Arrears of their Revenues, particu¬ 
larly to Anticihite, King of Com a gen a, to whom he 
return’d aJmoft a Million of our Money. And that 

lie 
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he might appear an Incourager of great and goad 
Examples, he gave to a Libertine Woman 80000 
Sefterces, for enduring the moll exquifite Torments, 
without difcovering the Secrets of her Patron. For 
thefe worthy A 51 ions, among other Honours done 
to him, a Shield of Gold bearing his Image, was de¬ 
creed to becarry’d annually upon an appointed Day 
by the College of Priefts into the Capitol, being 
follow’d by all the Senate in order, with the Chil¬ 
dren of the Nobility finging in Praife of the Empe¬ 
ror’s Vertues , and belides it was ordain’d. That the 
Day in which he was eftablifti’d to the Empire, 

fliould be call’d Pubitia> implying a new Foundati¬ 
on of the City. 

Thus happily did Caligula reign for above eight 

Months, in which Space he had all the Appearance 
of a good Prince, and a Patron of Venue j but all 
his Moderation and Clemency vanifh’d in a Ihort 
Time, and giving a full Loofe to his furious Palfions, 
he foon degenerated into a Tyrant and a Monfter of 

Men 5 fo that it was truly faid of him, There never 
was a better Servant, and a worfe Mafierthan He. And 
for the reft of his Reign, the Reader is to expert 
nothing bur an uninterrupted Train of execrable 
Vices, monftrous Extravagancies, and fuch ridiculous 
Inconfiftences, and cannot be well related, with that 
Gravity and Decency neceflary to an Uifiorian , nor 
with that Order and Method which I wou’d willing¬ 
ly obferve. His Pride and Vanity began firft todil- 
play themfelves, and he was the firft Emperor that 
caus’d hirafelf to be call’d Lord, looking upon all 

Mankind as his Servants and Valfeis. When certain 
Kings, who came to pay him Homage, had fome 
Conteft about Place and Superiority in refpeft of 
their Crowns, he interrupted their Difpute, by re¬ 
peating a Verfe in Homer, in the Perfon of Ulyfles , 
which lays. Let there be but one Lord and King below: 

And had then taken upon him the Crown and Dia-< 
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dem of a King, which was moil odious to the Ro¬ 
mans, but Was told. That be was already above all the 
Kings and Monarcbs in the World. From that Time he 
tOOK upon him the Title of Father of Armies , Opti¬ 
ma* and Maximus , with other Epithets of Honour, 
which the Romans gave only to their great God J»- 
piter ; and feeing Shepherds and Herdfmen were in a 
Degree far above their Beads and Cattel, fo he 
judg’d that the Lord of Mankind was not to be 
rank’d in the Degree of Men, but of the Gods j 
whereupon he impioufly a (Fum’d Divine Honours. 
He caus’d the Heads of the Statue of Jupiter and of 
fome other Gods to be taken off, and others refem- 
bling his own to be pur in their places ; and in the^ 
Temple of Cafior and Pollux , he often plac’d himfelf 
between the Images of rhofe Brothers, to be ador’d 
of all that came thither, fome being fo prophane as 

to fajute him by the Name of Juoitcr Latialis. But 
being poffeft with the Spirit of Inconftancy, he 
chang’d his God-(hip as often as he chang'd his 
Clothes, being one time a Male Deity, and at ano- 
ther a Female : Sometimes he was Jupiter , other 
times Juno, fometimes a Mars , other times Venus j 
fon letimes Neptune 2nd Apollo, and other times Diana. 

At length his prodigiousTride and Impiety carry’d 
him lo far, as to build and dedicate a Temple to his 
own Divinity, in which Temple he had his own 
Image in Gold, done to the Life, and every Day 
cloatn’d in the fame Robes that he himfelf wore 
He likewife in dinned a Set of Priefts to officiate in 
his Temple, who daily facrific’d Peacocks Pheafants, 
jNurtiidian Hens,and the mod rare and delicate Fowls 


thaf cou’d be procur’d , and generally the richeft 
Men of the City, either by Money or Favour, pur¬ 
chas’d the Dignity of this Prjefthpod, according as 
Vgpanpes fell. And as tho’ his other Follies were 
hot fufficiently extravagant, he became Pried ro 


•M * 


jftciently extravagant, he became Prieft to 
If, and admitted hjs Wife and his Horfe tq be 

Fellow- 
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Fellow Priefts with him; and becaufe he would be 
a real Jupiter , he had Inventions to imitate Thun¬ 
der and Lightning, frequently defying Jupiter, in 
Hewer's Speech, Do you take me from hence, or I'd take 

you. As he accounted himfelf a God, he fometimes 
went out in a full Moon, and courted and made 
Love to her, as if die had been a fair Lady, invi¬ 
ting her to his Bed, To tafle of t,be Pleafure of his-Em¬ 
braces. He often went to the Temple of Jupiter , 
and joining himfelf to the Image, whilper’d to it; 
then laid his Ear to that for the receiving an Anfwer, 
fometimes feeming very angry, and threatning, To 
fend it packing to Greece; and afterwards to be paci- 
fi’d, being contented that they twofhou'd dwell friendly 
together : And in this manner he proceeded to a 
thoufand monftrous Abfurdities, as well as abomina¬ 
ble Impieties. 

On the other fide, this Prince who prefumed to 
difplace the immortal Gods, and to make himfelf 
one, cou’d not avoid envying and grieving at the 
Honours and Felicities of Mortal Men. He batter’d 
and defac’d the Images of Statues of many illuftri- 
ous Perfons; andfo much hated the Memory of his 
Grandfather Agripoa, that rather than be thought 
of his Extraction, ne publifh’d, That his Mother was 
conceiv'd by the Incefl between Auguftus and his Daughter 

Julia: And being not fatisfi’d with this unjuft Alper- 
lion upon Auguftus, he forbad the Celebration of the 
Feftivals, inftituted in Commemoration of his Vi¬ 
ctories in Sicily, and at Allium, condemning them as 
pernicious to the Common-Wealth. He us'd all en¬ 
deavours to bring the Poem of Virgil, and the Hifto- 
ry of Livy into Difgrace; the former he faid had no 
Wit, the latter was Verbofe and Negligent, ordering his 
Statutes to be remov’d from the Libraries in Rome ; 
and he faid. Seneca was all Sand without Lime , cen¬ 
tring in like manner the fublimeft Witsin Rome. 
beiides which, he took from many Patricians and 
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Noblemen of the City, the ancient Arms and Orna¬ 
ments of their Families ; as from Tor^uatus the Chain, 
from Cincinatus the Lock of Hair, and from C». 
Tompeius of very ancient Extraction, the Title of 

Great Ptolemy ; the latter of which being call’d from 
his Government, and receiv’d with great Honour, 
was inhumanly flain, only becaufethe Luftreofhis 
Purple Gown, had drawn the Eyes of the Spectators 
in the Theatre upon him, when the Emperor was 
prefent himfelf. His Envy yet defeended to meaner 
Matters; fo that there was no Man of fo low and 
abjeCt a Condition, whom he envy’d not, if any na¬ 
tural Bleflfingor Qualification diftinguilh’d him from 
others, even to the caufing feveralinthe City to be 
fhav’d,for having Hair more beautiful than ordinary. 
Forthe like Realon he barbaroufly treated Efeus IVc- 
culus, a worthy Gentleman, who was fo extraordi¬ 
nary beautiful, and fo remarkable in the City for his 
great Comlinefs and Tallnefs of Stature, that he 
was ufually call’d Colrjferos , or the lovely ColoJJies. 
This Perfon being oblerv’d by Caligula, as he fat 
viewing of the bloody Spectacles in the Amphithe¬ 
atre, out of pure Envy he caus’d him to be drag’d 
down from the Seats above to the Combatants, and 
there to fight for his Life. When after a brave Try- 
al with twofeveral Men,he came otf Victorious,this 
Tyrant immediately caus’d him to be bound, and 
cloath’d in Tatters and Rags, to be led about the 
City, Ihewn to the Women, and then llain. Being 
at a publick Game, where a particular Gladiator 
had fucceeded with more than ordinary Applaufe, 
he was fo highly difpleas’d, that he flung himielf out 

of the Aqiphuthcatre in a Fury, and (tumbling upon 

the Seats, he cry’d out with great Indignation, That 
the People of Rome, Lordf of all Nations, gave more 
fionour to a pitiful fencer, than to cpnfecrated Prints j 


pay, than to kimftlf, then prefent before them. 
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Caligula was no lefs notorious for his Lulls and Bru¬ 
tality, than for his Pride and Envy} and in thofe he 
equall’d, if not exceeded his Predecelfor Tiberius , 
fcarce making any Diftin&ion of Perfons or Places. 
Befideshis unnatural Lufts, there was fcarce any Lady 
of extraordinary Quality that efcap’d his Leudnefs, 
which was ufuaily artended with the moft impudent 
Circumftances imaginable. He committed Inceft 
with all his three Sifters, and at publick Feafts they 
laid with their Heads in his Bolom by Turns: Of 
thefe he took Drufilla from her Husband Longinus and 
kept her as his Wife} and proftituted Livia and A- 
gripftna to his own vile Companions, then banifh’d 
them as Adultereffes and Confpirators again!! his 
Perfon. He lov’d the former fo affectionately, that 
being Sick, he appointed her Heirefs both of his Em¬ 
pire and Eftate, and after her Death, he made her 
a Goddefs, whom all his Life long he had made his 
Harlot. Such a Deity the Romans never knew before, 
but only her Brother} and fhe troubled them as much 
in her Heaven} as he did on the Earth: For it was 
impolfiblefor any Man fo to comport himfelf, as not 
to be embarrafs’d by means of this new Goddefs. 

To mourn forher Death was a high Crime, becaufe 
was a Deity Immortal} to rejoice for her 
Deity was Capital, becaufe fhe was Dead} and to 
be Silent was an unpardonable Infenfibiiity, either 
of the Emperor’s Lois, or his Sifter’s Advancement. 

Thus he made his Sifter fubfcrvient to his Profit, as 
before he did to his Pleafure, railing vaft Sums by the 
Purchafe of the Lives of fome, and the Confifcation 
of the Goods of others. As to his Marriages, whether 
he contracted, continu’d, or diftolv’dthein with grea¬ 
ter Shame and Diftionefty,it is not eafie ro determine. 
Being prefent at the Nuptials of Li via Orefiilla with 
Fife, as foon as the Solemnity was over, he com¬ 
manded her to be brought to him as his own Wife j 

yet in a few Days he difmifs’d her, and after that 

ba- 
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banifh’d her, upon fufpicion (he had been with her 
Husband after (he had parted from him. He was 
alfo enamour’d of Lolita Paulina , upon a bare Rela¬ 
tion ofher Grandmother’s great Beauty; and there- 
uponfent for her from another Country, where her 
Husband C. Mimmim was General of an Army, and 
forc’d her to become his Wife; but he net only di¬ 
vorc’d her (hortly after, but likewife forbad her fu¬ 
ture matching with any Man whatfoever. C a forth 
came next into his Affections, and there continu’d ; 
a Mother of three Children, neither Young nor 
Beautiful, but fo addicted to Luxury and Lafciviouf- 
nefs, that he now met with a proper Contort: And 
he lov'd her fo intively, that he fometimes (hew’d 
her to the Soldiers all in Armour, and fometimes to 
his Friends dark Naked, transforming her by thefe 
Viciflitudes into two Extremes equally unbecoming 
her Sex, to a Man and to a Bcaft. 

But not to dwell any longer in thefe Scenes of Im¬ 
purity, Caligula was as boundlefs in his Prodigality, 
as he was extravagant in his Luffs; and yet - at the 
fame time infupportable in his Avarice. InLuxury 
and riotous Expences, he exceeded the Inventions of 
all theProdigals of that Age; having contrived new 
Ways of Bathing, and found out mod prodigious 
Dithes for his Entertainments. He us’d Baths of the 
richeft Oils, and mofi precious Perfumes in the 
World; and had Banquets with the mod valuable 
Pearls and Jewels diflblv’dandput amongft his Meat, 
and fometimes had Services of pure Gold to be given 
to his Gueits inftead of Meat, affirming, That a Man 
was either to he a good Husband or an Emperor. Befides 

which, for feveral Days together, from the Top of 
Julia's Tower, he caft down confiderable Sums of 

Money among the People. He commanded certain 

Ships to be built of prodigious Bulk, the Timber be¬ 
ing Cedar, the Sterns Ivory, befet with Gold and 
jewels, the Sails and Tackling of various Silks, the 

Cabins 

■> 
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Cabins and Galleries fpacious and convenient, with 
great variety of Vines and Apple-Trees, under the 
Shade of which he often din’d amongft Voices and 

other Mufick, fometimes coafting along the Shore 

of Campania with great Pomp and Splendor. In all 

his Buildings both of Palaces and Hbufes of Pleafure, 
he confider’d nothing but his own particular Fancy, 
and continually deiign’d fuch Works as to others 
feem’d impoflible. He order’d large Pillars and 
Towers to be built in the bottom of the Sea, cue 
his Way through Rocks of prodigious bulk, levell’d 

Mountains, and elevated Plains and Valleys, prefu¬ 
ming to alter and correct the greareft Works of Na¬ 
ture ; and all with incredible Expedition, punifhing 
the leaft Lazinefs or Delay in the Workmen with 
prefent Death. By his various kinds of Extravagan¬ 
cies, in lefs than a Years fpace, belides all his ordi¬ 
nary Revenues, he confum’d about Eighteen Milli¬ 
ons of our Money, which Tiberius had ferap’d toge¬ 
ther before his Death: Which (hews, that though 
there is a Treafure in the World fuffi:ient to main¬ 
tain and fupport all its infinite Numbers of Inhabi¬ 
tants, yet there is not enough in the whole World 
to maintain one prodigal Tyrant. 

But the moft notorious Inflance of his Prodigality 

and Vanity, was his vaft Work at Puteoli , which he 
undertook in the third Year of his Reign; and it is 
difficult to determine which was greater, the Folly 
or the Extragavancy of the Attempt. To fhew his 
Power and Greatnefs, and that he was able to walk 
upon the Sea, as well as the Land, he order’d an in--'“ 
finite Number of Ships to be fecur’d in all Parts, and 
many others to be new built, and all to be brought 
into the Bays of Ba'ue and Puteoli in Campania , about 

ninety Miles from Rowe. Wirh thefe he ordered a 

wonderful Bridge to be built, from the Point of Bai<e 
to the oppofite Shore of Puteoli, above Three Miles 
and ;i half in length 5 the Ships being plac’d in two 

Rows 
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Rows in Form of a Crefcent, fattened and moor’d 
together with Anchors, Chains and Cables, to make 
them firm and fecure. Over thefe were laid vail 
Quantities of large Planks and Boards, very ftrong 
and even, and cover’d over with fo much Earth, as 
it feem’d to have been firm Ground, and one of the 
Streets in Rome. Then to make this ftupendious 
Work the more magnificent and furprizing, he lent 
for innumerable Numbers of Artificers and Labour¬ 
ers, and with infinite Charge and Expedition built 
Houfes and Lodgings upon the Bridge for the Re¬ 
ception of Himfelf and Followers, into which was 
brought frelh Water in Pipes from the Land, to ferve 
the Occafions of his Revels. All this being com 
pleated. He and all his Court repaired thither with 
prodigious Throngs of all forts of People, who came 
from all Parts to behold his mighty Pomp j where, 
after fome folemn Sacrifices to the Gods, Caligula 
proudly adorn’d with magnificent Robes of Gold and 
Pearl, fitting on Horfeback with a Civick Crowr 
and Alexander's Breaft-plate, accompany’d with the 
Great Officers of his Army, and all the Nobility 
and Gentry of Rome he enter’d at one End of the 
Bridge, and with an awful Maiefty rode to the other 
And lodging all Night upon his Bridge, he caus’d 
fuch an infinite number of Torches, Lanthorns, and 
other Lights to be plac’d in all parts of the Work, that 
all the neighbouring Mountains were illuminated 
and whar was his Horfe-Way by Day, was his Am¬ 
phitheater by Night} Caligula boafting at the fame 

time. That be bad turn'd tbe Night into Day , as well at 

the Sea into Land. The next Day he rode over in hi; 
Triumphal Chariot, follow’d by a mighty Train ol 
Friends in their Chariots, all his Soldiers in brighl 
Armour, and Darius an Hoftage of Parthia attending 
his Chariot. And after this great Exploit of Walk¬ 
ing and Riding fo many Miles upon the Sea, he 
afcended a Rojfrum erected on purpofe, where he 

made 
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mack a moft folemn Oration in praife of his own 
vaft Attempt, and of the Pains and Care of his Sol¬ 
diers and Workmen, diftributing large Rewards 
among them. Then, that he might perform fome 
memorable Action before he left his Bridge, he fud- 
denly caus’d great Numbers of the Multitude to be 
call into the Sea, and when they laid hold of Rud¬ 
ders, or any Thing that might fave their Lives, he 
commanded them to be thruft off, fo that all perifh’d 
without Remedy. He fpent two Days in this Place 
in all manner of Feaflings and Extravagancies, in 
which time the Sea proving fmooth and calm, he 
(aid, That Neptune took care of that , out of Fear and 
Reverence to him j after which he return’d to Rome in 
a moft magnificent and triumphant Manner, for ha¬ 
ving furmounted, as he thought, the very Order and 
Laws of Nature. Which ihews how foolilh that 
Man is, who has let loofe the Reins of Reafon, 
and how boundlefs that Folly is, which is fupport- 
ed by Arbitrary Power. 

Caligula having by this and many other Extrava¬ 
gancies drain’d and exhaufted his Exchequer, he be- 

I took himfelf to all manner of Rapines and Extor¬ 
tions, inventing all kinds, of Penalties, Confifcati- 
ons, and Impotts: And in thefe Matters there was 
no fort of Fraud or Diflimulation which he fcrupled 
to ufe ofren upbraiding all Perfons with their Co- 

vetoufnefs, and that they -were not aflsamed to bane more 

Riches than be. He us’d ftrange Exactions and Im- 
pofitions, fuffering nothing to pafs in common Ufe 
without bringing Money into his Treafury ; fet a 
Rate upon all Meat, a Rate upon Proceflesin Law, 
a Rate upon Porters Wages, and a Rate upon Pro- 
ftitutes Gains. He caus’d Freemen to purchafe their 
Freedom a fecond time; and poifon’d many who 
had nam’d him for their Heir, to have an immediate 
Poffeflion of their Eftates 3 felling likewil’e the Jew¬ 
els and Goods of his condemned Sifters, the Royal 

Robes 
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Robes and Ornaments of Anthony, Augujlus , Julia t 
Antonia, and others of the Imperial Blood. And 
beiides the ftrange Profits ariling from his Dead Sifter 
DruftHa, that he might not be unexperienc’d in the 

bafeft and moft fcandalous Impofitions, he fet up a 
Brothel-Houfe in his own Palace, throughly furnith’d 
with all kinds of Proftitutes, Bawds, and Panders, 
for an Improvement of his Revenues. And likewife 
he made his Palace a common Gaming, houfe, and 
himfelf the Mafter-Gamefter, notfcrupling Cogging, 
Cheating, Lying, Forfwearing, and any kind of Ar¬ 
tifice to enhance his Gains. Having once in the 
midft of his Game efpy’d two Rich Knights palling 
through his Court, he fuddenly went down, caus’d 
both to be apprehended, and their Eftates to be con- 
fifcated j and returning to his Game, boafted, That be 
never bad a better Throw in bis Life. Another time 
Wanting Mony for his Stake, he went down and 
caus’d leveral Noblemen to be (lain; then returning, 

told the Company, That they J at flaying therefor a few 

Tence, while he had wen 6 ooooo Sejierces at one Cafi. 

Having a Daughter bom about that time, he com¬ 
plain’d publickly of his Poverty, not only as an Em¬ 
peror, but as a Father j and therefore pubiifh’d an E- 
dict. That he would receive New-Years-Gifts fhortly, 
and accordingly flood himfelf in the Porch of his 
Palace, to receive the Prefents which the People with 
full Hands and Laps pour’d out before Him, And ha¬ 
ving by all polfible Methods a mats’d together an in¬ 
finite Sum, heofcen laid down, and rowl’d himfelfupon 
it, efteeming it thegreateft Recreation in the World. 
As his Prodigality and Avarice were both prodigious, 
fo he had thegreateft Variety of Affe&ionsthatcou’d 
be imagined:Sometimes he was openly familiar,other 
times asfeverely referv’d: Sometimesheopenly defied 
all the Gods, yet the Noife of a Thunder--clap caus’d 
him to hide himfelf under his Bed : Sometimes he 
difparch’d Bulinefs with incredible Celerity and Ex¬ 
pedition, 
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pedition, and other times with as much Slownefs 

He excus’d many that had com- 


and Negligence, 
niitted hainous Crimes, 


and executed others who 


had committed no Offence; and wou’d one Da y 
praife a Thing, and in the next condemn him who 
commended it. Finally, he was fo ftrangely varia¬ 
ble, that no Man cou’d know how to a 61 or ierve 
him with Safety; and he was alfo the fame in his 
Habit and Apparel, in his Excrcifes and Recreati¬ 
ons, and in all his other ActionsOnly, 

In his Severities and Cruelties he was ever con- 
ftant and implacable, and had no refpedl to Family 
or Friendlhip, uling his Grand-mother Antonia fo 
barbaroully, as fhe poyfon’d her felf, murdering his 
Coheir Tiberius for ulinga Sweet Powder, and almoft 
all his Kindred, except his Uncle Claudius , whom 
he preferv’d only for a Laughing-ftock. He caus’d 
Ftolemy, Son of King Juba, Macro , and E rnia, and 

teveral others who were in League and Alliance with 
him, to be barbaroully executed and likewife Sil- 
hntfs, who had been his Father-in-Law, for refufing 
to go to Sea with him when he was indifpos’d. He 
lie w divers of the Senate, and afterwards cited them 
to appear as if they had been alive ; at laft pretend¬ 
ing they dy’d by their own Hands; others of them 
were cruelly fcoarg’d, and the Soldiers order’d to 
tread upon them as they lay, that they might have 
them at full Command. Being difturb’d at Midnight 
bp the Noife offuch as got Places in the Circus for 
the following Day, he caus’d them to be driven our 
with Clubs; in which Tumult were ilain above 
twenty Roman Knights, as many Ladies, and an in¬ 
numerable Company of the common People. He 
condemn’d many Perfons of the higheft Quality ro 
dig in the Mines, and to repair the High ways, for 
nocfhtwing fufficient Refpedt to his Gifts and Pub- 
lick Games. He likewifecaft great numbers of old 
InfirmMen,and poor deerepid Houfe-keepers to the 

wild 
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wild Beads, to free the State from fuch unferviceable 
Perfons ; and caus’d all the Pubiick Granaries to be 
Ihut up, that fuch as efcap’d the wild Beads, mighi 
peri/h with Famine. He order’d Wild-Beads, which 
be kept for Feads and Pubiick Games, tobe fed with 
the Bodies of living Men; and to that end every 
tenth Day he fign’d Warrants for the Executions oi 
what Priloners hethought fir, which he call’d. Clear¬ 
ing bis Accounts. A certain Knight who he had cad 
to the Wild Beads, crying our. He was Innocent , he 
caus’d him to be taken up, and his Tongue to becut 
out of his Head, and then to be thrown in again, 
He forc’d Parents and Relations to be prefent at the 
Executions of their Kindred,compelling them to dif- 
courfe of pleafant Matters; and to one who excus’d 
himfelf by reafon of his Sicknefs, he fent his own 
Litter to carry him. Demanding of one whom he 
had recall’d from a former baniihment, How he em¬ 
ploy d bimfelf in bis Exile ? upon his anfwering, Thai 
be often pray'd for the Death of Tiberius, that he might 
he Empercr , he immediately concluded, that, all whom 
he had banilh’d iikewife, pray’d for his Death, 
therefore commanded, that all that could be found 
fhou’d be llain without Mercy. He took fuch an ex 
ceeding delight in Cruelty and Blood, that he often 

had Men rack'd and tortur’d in his Presence as he 
iat at Meat, mingling his Sawce, as it were, with 
innocent’s Blood; and when the poor Wretches 
were miferably torn and mangled, headded another 
CrucKy of fpitetuiiy pitying and condoling theii 
Misfortunes, blaming only their Tormentors. 

As this Tyrant was barbarous in bis Actions, fo 
he was no lefs cruel in hh Words and Sayings ; foi 

he often declar’d. That he efbetns d nothing in bis Na¬ 
ture jo commendable as bis A driatrepfian, or bis Unrelent 
ing Temper at the fight of Executions. Being blam’d 
by his Grand-mother for his numerous Cruelties, he 
made anfvver, Remember I may do what I pleafe, am 

It 



Chap. III. CALIGULA IV. 

to whom Ipleafe. An Eminent Citizen, who for an 
Indifpofition had got leave to retire into the Ifle 
of Anticyra , defiring to have his Stay prolong’d, he 
was fo far from obtaining his Petition, that Caligula 
commanded him ro be flain3 adding withal, That 

Blood-letting mtifi ofnecejfity do him good , who had taken 
Hellebore Jo long without Succefs. He took deiightro 
kill Men with flow and reirerated Strokes, that ac¬ 
cording to his ufual Exprellion, they might feel thcm- 
felves die : and once executing a wrong Perfon by 
miftake, upon finding his Error, he faid, 'Twas well 

done, he dejcrv d it as much as the other. In Ihort, fo 

unlimited and boundlefs was his Inhumanity, that 
he often made ufe of that impious Expreflion, Ode- 

tint dum metaant. Let them hate , as long as they fear j 

and to add to the natural Fiercenefs of his Counte¬ 
nance, he often view’d himfelf in his Glafs to con- 
iider what Looks wou’d make him mod terrible to 
his Subjects. Whenever he kifs’d his Wife or Mi- 
ftrefs, he generally laid his Hand upon their Necks, 

uling this Sentence, As fmootb and as lovely as it is, 1 
can take it off when I pleaje 3 and he many times pro- 
refted, That hi would rack Cicfonia to dijcover what 
made him love her Jo paffionately. All his Sayings had 

the genuine Marks of Tyranny and unlimited Pow- 

1 3 and particularly he declar’d, That he woud J'o efta- 
fh the State, that the Lawyers Jliould have nothing to 
1 ad but what he thought Jlift and Equitable. And that 

:• might Ihew himlelf a real Monfter, as well as a 
.te Tyrant, he us’d frequently to complain of the 
ihappinds of his Reign, becaufenot afflicted with any 
fiderable Calamity to make it remarkable 3 lamenting, 
'hit the Reign o/Auguftus was memorable for the Over¬ 
's w of Varus 3 That of Tiberius for the Fall of the 
eat Amphitheatre at Fidemc, but juch was his unjlrru * 
!e Projperity , that he was in great danger of being for- 

ttm : Infomuch that he many times wiih’d for the 
eftru&ion of fome of his Armies, Famine, Pefti- 

H knee, 
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lence, Fire, or fome great Opening of the Earth, 
as wou’d fwallow up a large Proportion of his 
Subjects. 

The infupportable Cruelties, and monftrous Dif- 
pofitions of this Emperor caus’d many to confpire 
againft his Life } but their Defigns were for a while 
CaiiguU’/ deferr’d, by reafon of a famous Expedition he de- 
Expeditia. fign’d againft the Germans and Britains, which he 
A. D. undertook in the latter End of the third Year of his 
41. Reign. He caus’d vaft Numbers of Men to be rais’d 

in all Parts, made fuch mighty Preparations, us’d 
fuch great Expedition, and lhew’d fuch uncommon 
Refolution, that many believ’d, that he wou’d over¬ 
run all Germany and Britain with no difficulty. In 
his March he fometimes mov’d with fuch Fury and 
Hafte, that the Pratorian Cohorts were conftrain’d 
to difpofe their Standards upon the Backs of their 
Sumpters to be brought after; other times fo (low¬ 
ly, and in fuch State, that caufing himfelf to be 
carry’d -upon eight Mens Shoulders, he lent before 
and commanded the neighbouring Citie9 to have 
their High-ways well fwept and water’d to defend 
him from the Duft. Notwithftanding all his great 
Threats and Boaltings he perform’d nothing in his 
Expedition but receiving Adminiu r, the Son of Cym- 
belinus , a King in Britain , who being banifh’d by his 
Father, fled to him with a fmail Attendance. How¬ 
ever, Caligula immediately fent magnificent Letters 
to Rome, as if he had conquer’d and pofl'efs’d him¬ 
felf of the whole Ifland ; ftridtly enjoyning the 
Meffengers who carry’d his Letters, to ride dirctllj 

through the great Forum into the Palace , and not to de¬ 
liver them to the Confuls , but in the Temple of Mars, 
and in a full Senate. Not long after having no 0- 
ther Martial Imployment, he commanded certain 
of the German Guards to crofsthe Rhine , and hiding 
thcmfelves for a while, to return in a great Tumult 

and Conftemation with an Alarm, that the Enemy 

was 
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was at hand; which being exactly perform’d, he 
haften’d with a few feleft Friends, and a fmall 
Party of Horfe, into a neighbouring Wood, where 
caufing his Men to adorn rhemfelves with Branches 
of Trees for Trophies, he return’d by Torch-light 
with great Courage and bravery, reproaching them 
with Lazinefs and Timidity, who negle&ed to fol¬ 
low'him, and rewarding his Fellow' Adventurers 
with new forts of Crowns, and the honourable 
Names of Exploratorii. Soon after, that his Exploit# 
might be numerous as well as noble, he fecretly 
order’d fome Hoftages to be forceably taken from 
their appointed Places; and being at Supper when 
the News was brought him, he fhew’d fo much 
Concern for their Efcape, that he arofe fuddenly 
from the Table, mounted and purfu’d them with a 
great Party of Horfe, as if they had been Fugiiives; 
and having taken them, he brought them back in 
Chains, oxpreiiing himfclf in this Interlude no lefs 
vainly and extravagantly than in the former. At the 
fame time he publilh’d a fevere Complaint againft 
the Senate and People of Rome , /hewing, That while 

Casfar was fighting abroad and expos'd to mfinite Ha¬ 
zards and Perils^ they indulg’d them]elves in their Riotons 
Feafiings , and in all the Vleafiures and Diversions in the 

Town. Laftly, for a f.nal Determination of this 
War, he march’d with his whole Army to the Sea- 

ft ore in Batavia or Holland , where difpofing his En¬ 
gines and Machines in great Order, and drawing 
up his Army in Battalia, he went on to the Sea in a 
Galley, and immediately returning, he commanded 
the Trumpets to found, and the Signal to be given 
for Battel, then of a fudden order’d all his Men to 
gather the Shells of Cockles and Mufcles into their 
Helmets, terming them, The Spoils of the conquer’d 
Ocean , due to the Palace and Capitol. Then Calling his 

Army together, in fuch a Manner as Generals ulual- 
ly did after a Victory, he made a pompous Oration 

H z 10 



I0O The (Roman Hijlory. Bodk I. 

to them, highly extolling their renown’d Exploits 
and Achievements, commanding alfo a ridiculous 
Diftribution of Money to be made amongft them, 
and bidding them Rtjoyce and be Rich. In Memory 
of this great Victory, he caus’d a lofty Tower to be 
erefted by the Sea-iide, and order’d the Galleys in 
which he had put out to Sea, to be convey’d to 
Rome, and for the moft part by Land. 

At his Return towards Rome , and entrance into 
Gaul, he Cent Meflengers before him to prepare a 
moft folemn Triumph for his Conquefts, carrying 

with him fome few Prifoners, and Barbarian Fugi¬ 
tives for that purpofe; and for the greater Pomp, he 
took with him the principal of the Gallick Nobility, 
compelling them to difcolour their Faces and Hair, 
to learn the German Language, and to take upon 

them their barbarous Names. But before his Depar¬ 
ture from this Province, this Tyrant enter’d upon the 
moft impious and bloody Defign that was ever re¬ 
member’d ; which was to murder all thofe Legions 
which had formerly mutined under his Father Germa¬ 
n's cus , when he was a young Child in the Camp j and 
after all poiiible Perl'wafions againft this notorious 
Barbarity, he could not be diverted from a Refoluti- 
onofkiliingevery tenth Man; in which he perlifttd 
fo obftinately, that he immediately call’d them toge¬ 
ther without their Arms, as to an Harangue, and 
caus’d them to be furrounded by a ftrong Body oi 
Horfe, inorderto this abominable Defign. But obfer 
vingthat his Intentions were lufpected, and that ma¬ 
ny of them fupt away to recover their Arms, in caf 
ofany Violence, he iuddenly fled out of the Aflem 
bly, and went immediately towards Rome, turning al 
thoughts againft the Senate, and threatning to re 
venge on them the Ignominious Reports that wet 
rais’d of him } complaining, amongft other thing 1 

- That by their Faults be tv as defrauded of bisTriumph: The 

he had lately forbad them, upon pain of Death, t 

cor 
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concern themfelves with any of his Honours. Being 
met on the way by Ambafladors from that venerable 
Afiembly, with their humble Requeft to him to 
come and partake of the Honours defign’d for him, 
he laid his Hand upon his Sword, Saying, I will come, 
and bring this along vAthme : And alfo by an Edidt he 
declar d, That he ivou d return , but it Jhould be only to the 
Gentry and Commons 3 as to the Senate., he would be nei¬ 
ther a Prince nor Citizen for the future : and forbad any 

of the Senators to meet him. In this Manner, either 
quite omitting his Triumph, or deferring it to another 
Time, he contented himfelf to enter the City by 
way of Ovation , on his Birth-Day, Without any fur¬ 
ther Ceremony. But about rhe fame time the Se¬ 
nate found a remarkable Occafion of Reconciliati¬ 
on, by means of Protogenes, one of his bloodieft Exe¬ 
cutioners 3 who coming into the Houfe, wasfaluted 
and fawn’d upon by all the Senate, and more parti¬ 
cularly by Scribonius Proculus. Whereupon Protogenes, 
with a fierce Countenance reply’d. Why do you falute 

me, you that fo hate my Mafler the Emj>eror ? Upon which 

Words the reft of the Senators immediately feiz’d 

upon Proculus , and violently tore him in Pieces 3 

which piece of Service fo well fuited with the Ty¬ 
rant’s prodigious Humour, that he was pleas’d to de¬ 
clare, That the Senate had now regain’d his Favour. 

Continuing in Rome, Caligula proceeded in his 
former Cruelties after a more barbarous Manner 


than ever 3 and being incens’d with the Citizens, he 
us’d this execrable Wifti, O that the Roman People had 
bat one Neck, that I might difpatch 'em a(l at a Blow i 

And when the People petition’d him at the Theatre 
for an Eafement of their Taxes, he commanded his 
Guards to fet upon them, and put great Numbers 
of them to the Sword. He defign’d to remove his 
Court to Antium , and then to Alexandria, refolving 


firft to deftroy the Principal of the Senatorum , and 

E^uefivian Rank3 as appear’d from two Books found 
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in his Cabinet one intituled GUdius the Sword, and 
the other Pugio the Dagger $ in which were written 
the Names of fuch as were mark'd out for Executi¬ 
on. So that now indeed he prov’d a real Phaeton to 
the World,according to the Predictions of that im¬ 
pious Politician Tiberius ; but as he began to fet all 
things on Fire, fo he was foon fcorch’d and con- 
fum’d in thofe Flames which he had fo furioufly 
blown up. When neither his own Reafon, his Sub¬ 
jects Petitions, nor his Countries Cuftoms cou’d 
move him to Moderation, or divert him fro 


and 


his 

Cruelties, many began to confpire againft him, but 
durft not execute their Defigns by reafon of his 

Guards; till at length Cajfius Cbarreas, an Officer of 

his Guards refolv’duponit,beingpromptedtoit upon 
lany Accounts. He fecret 

to feveral Senators , Equites , 

joining with him, privately 
every Perfon promoting it with all pollible Vigour 
and Refoiuiion. Cbareas having appointed a fet Time 
for this fatal Attempt, he order’d his Companionsio 
attend him in a Vault, or private Gallery, where the 
Emperor ufually pafs’d unl’eenfrom his Palace to cer¬ 
tain Baths not far aidant. There Chareas repair’d to 
his AiTociates,and IhortJy after meeting with Caligu- 
Tbe Death /a, and firft paying feme RefpeCt to him, he gave 
ffCilige- him a mortal Wound, crying out, Tyrant , think upon 

•**' this ; and immediately rhe reft of the Confpirators 

rufli’d in, and difpatch’d him with thirty Wounds, 
he for foir.e fpace crying out, That he was (till alive. 
This was the miierablc end of Cains Caligula , the 
fourth Emperor of Rome , in the -9th Year of his 


Ruan 


and eight Days; a Pcrloncommendable only for his 

lharp Wit and Eloquence,and fo monltrouily Wick¬ 
ed, that Seneca truly faid of him. That JR at tire jeern d 
to have brought him forth, to (law what was PoJJible to be 
froduc dfrom thegreatejl Vijacitjvtjs,jugverted by the l 
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eft Authority. His prodigious Enormities juftly pull’d 
down Heaven’s Vengeanceupon the Head of him and 
his Family: For he himfelf not only fell by the Hands 
of his own Friends and Subjects, and had his Body 
left half burnt upon a poor Pile ereCted privately and 
in hafte ; but alfo his Wife Cxfonia, whom he lov’d 
to Madnefs, was at the fame time ftabb’d by a Cen- 
turian : and his only Daughter, an Infant in the 
Cradle, had her Brains daffi’d out againft a Wall, 
with Defign to extirpate the whole Race of a Tyrant, 
who had made himielffo infupportably odious to all 
Mankind. His Money was alfo melted down by 
Decree of Senate j that, if it were poflible, both his 
Name and Feature might be forgotten by future A- 
ges. He dy’d in the y<)\th Year of the City, 41 
after our Saviour’s Nativity, and 9 after his Cruci¬ 
fixion : In whofe fhort Reign, the Name and Faith 
of Jefus Chrift was preach’d in a confiderable Part 
of the World by the Holy Apoflles and many others, 

Sr. Matthew writing his firft Gofpel, and the Belie¬ 
vers of Chrift obtaining the Name of Chriftians. 

II. As foon as the Death of Caligula was publish'd A. D. 
in the City, it caus’d a great Alteration and Con- 41. 
fufion in all Parts. The Confpirators, who provi¬ 
ded only for their Safety and notSoveraignry, had all 
retir’d to private Places, tho’ not without great 
difficulty ; and fince the ACt was committed in l’uch 
a fecret Place, many imagining it fome Artifice to 
difeover the Affections of the People, fufpended 
their Belief of it, till the German Guards had fuffi- 
ciently manifefted it by the Difturbances the rais’d, 
and the Murders they committed in thej Palace. 

The Senate was immediately affembl’d; where after 
a lerious Debate, Saturninus the prefent Conful, in- 
lifted much upon the Benefits of Liberty, and the 
Miferics of Tyranny, particularly, That the latter 
utterly extinguishes all Aertue , deprives Free Men of all 
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true Magnanimity, end teaches 'em both to flatter and fear ; 
by which Means the Common-Wealth is not guided by the 
Wifdom of Laws, but abandon'd to the Fury of intemperate 
Governors 3 all which fatal Miferies , Rome had feverely 

experienc'd. After which he much pleaded for the re¬ 
warding of Chareas, who, he faid, had done fo great a 
Tiec of Service to State 3 not like BrutUS and CafliUS, 
wbt murder'd Julius Ctcfar 3 for they were the Original of 
Seditions and Civil Wars: But Ch&l'eas by the Death of a 
"Tyrant, had not only deliver d Rome from bis Vcrfon, but 
likewife from all thofe Adi [cries which arofe by his Means. 

The Senate being terrify’d with the. paft Calamities, 
readily agreed with his Opinion, refolving to reftore 
Rome to her ancient Liberty, and utterly to extin- 
guilh the Name of the Cafars and the Monarchy3 
and periifting in this Determination, they immedi¬ 
ately feiz’d on the Capitol, with fonie of the Cohorts 
of the City, who were likewife of their Opinion, 

But the City was much divided, the Commons ur¬ 
ging hotly for the Election of a New Emperor, and 
the Nobility as violently promoting the Reftoration 
cf their ancient Privileges. The former hated the 
Senate, and had been highly oblig’d by the publick 
Spedtaclesand Donatives of the Emperors 3 therefore 
refolv’d to continue the Monarchy, and endeavour to 
difcover the Confpirarors. The Praetorian Cohorts 
and the German Guards, had all the fame Intention 
and Refolution with the Commons 3 the former in 
hopes that the Election of the Emperor vvou’d fall to 
their Determination, and the latter upon the account 
"of the great Profits they had reap’d from the Executi¬ 
on of Caligula's Cruelties, Thele Divifions and Dif- 
fentions rais’d violent Dinurbances in the City 3 apd 
While Alrairscontinu’d in thisConfution, neither the 
Citizens nor Soldiers knew whom to nominate for 
ftnperor, till fome of theSoldiers running about the 
Palace, difeover’d Qalignin's Uncle Claudius in afecret 
tJQje ? in which h? had hid hijnfeif out of fear of his 

Life, 
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Life, and brought him upon their Shoulders to the 
Camp, where they proclaimed him Emperor, when 
he in great Fear expected nothing but Death at their 
Hands; the People in the mean time pitying him as 
going to his Execution. Whereupon the Senate fent 
the Tribune of the People to advife him to fubmit to 

their Fflablifment, and not to diflurb the Publick Peace 
with his Pretenfions , and to come and treat offuch Matters 
vs were for the Publick Good • but Claudius alledg’d, That 
he was detain'd by Force, being much encourag’d by 
Herod Hgrippa, King of fudasa, and then at Rome , to 
oppofe the Senates Determination. But Claudius had 
neither the Courage to attempt any thing for him- 
felf, or the Publick, behaving himfelf with all ima¬ 
ginable Fear and Concern, till the Difturbances of 
the People, and the Terror of the Soldiers caus’d 
feme Compliance in the Senate, who finding Clau¬ 
dius nearer ally’d to the Empire than any other, as 
being Uncle to Caligula , and Brother to Germanicus , 
agreed to make him Emperor, confirming him flion¬ 
ly after. Claudius diftributed fifteen great Sefterces to 
each of the Camp, who promis’d him Allegiance, 
which, as Suetonius obferves, was. the firft time that 
any of the Emperors gave Money to the Soldiers to 
bribe them to their Duties. 

Claudius w'as now fifty Years of Age, and till this Claudius 
time had liv’d in great Obfcurity, bellowing much made Em • 
of his Time in ftudying and waiting of Hiftory and percr ‘ 
other Subjects, of which he gave frequent and pub¬ 
lick Teftimonies of his Proficiency. But whether 
from his Bodily Diftempers, the grofs Stupidity of 
his Nature, or the unadtive Cowardice of his Tem¬ 
per, he cou’d not with all his Learning, acquire any 
Dignity in the State, befides fome few Months Con- 
fullhip with Caligula ± nor yet extinguifh the ill Opi¬ 
nion conceiv’d of him by moll Perfons, He had 
now cur’d himfelf of the Infirmities of his Body, and 

in a great meafure feem’d to have corrected thofe of 

his 
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his Mind • as was believ’d from his great Care h 
fhew’d for the State, and his feveral good Afts h 
did in the beginning of his Reign. The firft Thing h 
did was the abolifhing the Memory ofthefe two Daj 
in which the Alteration of the Government was i 
fervently debated; whereof he caus’d an Aft of Ob 
livion to be pad for all Words and Aftions whatfoe 
ver in that time. After which he difannull’d all th 
cruel Edifts made by Caligula commanding all t 
deliver’d from Prifon and Banifhment, who ha 
been unjuftly confin’d, particularly Caligula s Siftei 
and Nieces. He ftiew’d himfelf very merciful to hi 
Enemies and Oppofers in the Eleftion, and pafs’d; 
general Aft of Indemnity for all paft Crimes 5 ye 
for a publick Example, and to terrifie others iron 

the like Attempt, he commanded Choreas, and fom 

of the Confpirators, who (till oppos’d his Eleftion u 
be executed, who fuffer d Death with great Bold 
nefs and Resolution, Choreas deiiring only to die b 
the fame' Sword he had us’d againft Caligula. Thi 
Emperor fhew’d himfelf very difcrcet and temperar 
as to Honours and Titles ■ and upon fevere Penal 
ties, forbad all Pcrfons to lacrificeto him as theyhai 
done to Caligula ; tho’ he omitted no occafion of cele 
brating the Memory of his Brother Germanicus , whicl 
was dear to the Romans. He now afted much by rh< 
Authority of the Senate, and ask’d the Confents 0 
the Confuls in many Things. In the Hearing anc 
Examination of Caufes he was frequently prefenr 
and as diligent as any of the Advocates. He as fre 
quently adminifter’d Jufticein Perfon, in which hf 
did nor always bind himfelf to the Letter of the Law 
but moderated the Severity of the Mulfts, as in hi 
Judgment be thought equitable and juft. But or 
the other lide, if Perfons were convifted of more that 
ordinary Fraud and Collufion, he drain’d the Penak) 
of the Law, and condemn’d them to the Wild 
Beads. A Woman being unwilling to own her Son 

and 
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and the Proofs of either fide not being dear, he ad¬ 
judg’d her to marry him, and by that Award brought 
her to acknowledge him. The Tribunes of the Peo¬ 
ple coming one day to attend him, when he was on 
his Tribunal, he courteoufiy excus’d himfelf for not 
having Room for them to fit down. By his Deport¬ 
ment in this and other Cafes, he fo much gain’d the 
Favour and Affedion of the People in a fhort rime, 
that upon a bare Report ofhis being (lain by furprize, 
in a Journey to Ofiia, they ran about the Streets in a 
dreadful Rage and Tumult, calling the Soldiers Tray- 
tors , the Senate Paricides , and with horrible Impreca¬ 
tions curling all Perfons who were acceilary to it. 

Nor could they be appeas’d, till feveral diftin& Mef- 
fengers appear’d at the Rojlra, to allure them he was 
living,andwou’dbe amongftthem in a fhort time. 

This Emperor took a more than ordinary care that 
Rome fhou’d be continually fupply’d with all forts of 
Corn and Provifion, fecuring the Merchants againft 
all Pirates by Sea ■ andthisCare was the more necef- 
fary, becaufe of the incredible number cf People in 
Rome ; for in this Reign Tacitus allures us, that in one 
Lufirum were found 6844000 Heads. He lilcewife 
was very much employ’d in magnificent Works, and " e v .iousl^° 
Buildings, of which three were of as great Note as 
any that the World could fhew: The firft was a 
wonderful Conduit or Aquedudt, call’d afterhisown 
Name Claudia , much furpalling any other in Rome, 
either for the noblenefs of the Workman fliip, or the 
abundance of the Water it convey’d, which was 
brought forty Miles from Rowe, through great Moun¬ 
tains, and over ftately Arches in Valleys and from 
thence carried on to the higheft Hills in the City. 

The Second was a Haven of prodigious Capacity, 
digg’d into the firm Land at OJlia j a Work of that 
exceeding Coft and Charge,that his SuccdTors were 
not able to maintain it. The laft was the draining 
of a Lake call’d Fucinus-, the large ft of all Italj\ in 

the 
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the Country of the Mar ft, and the bringing all th 
Water into the River Tiber, to fhrengthen the Curren 
of the Stream. For effecting which, among othe 
vaft Difficulties, he mined through a high Mountaii 
of Flint three Miles in length; a ftupendious Under 
taking, which con ftantly employ’d 50000 Men fo 
Eleven Years together, as many good Authors teftifie 
Claudius was no lefs careful about the Province 
and Governments, than about the City and Edifices 
firft confirming Herod Agrippa in his Kingdom, whicl 
Caligula had taken from his Uncle Herod Antim 
whom he likewife banifh’d with Herodias-, both beinj 
jullly punifh’d for their inceftuous Match, and thi 
unjuft Death of John Baptifi. Claudius enlarg’d Agrty 
fa's Dominions, by an Addition of Judaa and Sam 
ria, which formerly belong’d to his Grandfather Ht 
rod the Great; and publifh’d favourable Edicts in be 

half of the Jews, who had groan’d under the Ty ran 

nies of Caligula. Th h Herod endeavouring by al 
Ways to gratifie the Jews, rais’d a fevere Perfecuti 
on againlt the Apoftles and Chriftiaru in thofe Part! 
deftroytng James, and imprifoning Peter ; but m 
(hortlyafterpunifh’d by an Angel from Heaven, wb 
in the midft of all his Pride and Glory, ftruckhir 
with a foul Difeafe, which foon ended his Impioi 
Life, his Kingdom being given to his Son. Claudh 

alforeftor’d Mithridatts the Iberian to his Kingdon 
jMitbridates the Cilician to the Kingdom of Bojphoru, 
and Antiocbus to Comagena , all which had been de 
priv’d of their Kingdoms by his Predeceflor Caligul 
But he depriv’d the Lycians and Rhodians of their Li 
berty; the former for railing a Sedition, and kil 
ling feveral Remans, and the latter for crucifyin 
fome of that Nation. 

About the Beginning of this Emperor’s Reigr 
many of the Britains having been harrafs’d with Ci 
vii Wars, and exafperated with dangerous FaCtioni 
began tofeek the Protection of the Romans, and us’ 

a 
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all Methods to fubjeft their Native Country to their 
Government. The principal of thefe was one B eri¬ 
cas, who by many Arguments perl'waded the Empe¬ 
ror to make a Defcent upon Britain , which none had 

attempted (met Julius Cafar, about 96 Years before. Britain 
Claudius therefore ordered J. Tlantius the Brator, to invaded a 

pafs over from Gaul, who making Preparation for third time 
this great Expedition, his mutinous Soldiers refus’d 

A* D# 

out of the Compafs of the World. ; for fo they judg’d Bri¬ 
tain to lie. But Plmtius , by the Afliftance of Nar- 


War 


44 


time 


eted ’em 5 and palhng over into Britain , overthrew 
the Sons of Cynobelinus feveral times, Flavius Vefpafian, 
his Lieutenant performing many noble Exploits in 
this War. The Expedition was undertaken in the 
Second Year of Claudius’s Reign, in which Year Sr. 

Peter, according to the Vulgar Opinion, came to 
Rome , and ferried himfelf there, after he had preach’d 
the Gofpel in divers Parts of the World. 

The Senate decreed Claudius Triumphal Orna¬ 
ments, upon the Account of the Succefles in Britain ; 
but he imagining that Honour beneath the Majefty 
of an Emperor, refolv’d in the fourth Year of his Claud!- 
Reign to pafs over into Britain in Perfon, upon Pre 
tence that the Britains were ftill feditious, and had ’ D 
not deliver’d up fome Roman Fugitives in their Pof- . < j > 
felfion, He made great Preparations borh by Sea and ^ 
Land, and landing in Britain , he in a fhort time fub- 
du’d partofthe Country with LttJe Oppolition, and 
among other Towns Camalcdunum , commonly be¬ 
liev’d to be Maldon in Ejjex, the Royal Seat of Cym- 
bdinus j but whether he fought any Battel, Authors 
are not agreed. Having been divers times faluted 
Imperator , a Thing not known in one Expedition, he 
ditarm’d the Britains , and committed the Govern¬ 
ment of thefe, as likewife the War, with the others 
not fubdu’d to Flantius , he haften’d to Rome in the 
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fixth Month, fending before him Pompey and Salanus, 

his Sons in Law, with the News of his Victories. 

Great Rejoicings were made at Rome for the Con- 
queft of this imall Part of Britain , and every Per- 
lon’s Mouth was fill’d with the Praifes of Claudius, 
the Senate in honour to him, decreeing not only a 
fplended Triumph, but alfo Yearly Games, and Tri¬ 
umphal Arches, both 2.tRome and Gejjoriacum in Gaul, 
the Place where he took Shipping. Claudius made his 
Triumph in Rome with great Splendor and Magnifi¬ 
cence ; and that the Spectacle might be more glori¬ 
ous by the Confluence of People, lie not only gave 
leave ro the Governors of Provinces to be prefent at 
it, but permitted feveral banilh’d Perfons to return 
home, on purpofe to behold it. In the Solemnty, 
his Emprets Mejfalina follow’d him in a diftant Cha¬ 
riot, magnificently adorn’d ; andhehimfelfmounted 
the Steps of the Capitol on his Knees, being fupported 
on each fide by his two Sons in-Law. Among the 
Spoils of his Enemies, he plac’d a Naval Crown of 
Gold hard by the Civick Crown, over the Gate of 
the Imperial Palace, in token of his Victory overthe 
Brit ip Sea, when he crofs’d it j and for the fame 
Realon he order’d his Son Germanicus , whom he had 
by MijJalina , (hou’d be hereafter call’d Brit arnicas put 
Name which was given to himfelf but juft before. 
In the mean time Plantius carried on the War in Bri¬ 
tain with that Succefs, that Claudius decreed him an 
Ovation, and when he enter’d Rome, he himfelf met 
him, giving him the Right-hand all the way. Vefps- 
fuin, partly under Claud.us, and partly under Plantius, 
fought thirty Battels with the Enemy, according to 
Suetonius j alfo fubdu’d two mighty Nations, and 

above twenty Towns, together with the Ifle of feel is 
or Might. For which Exploits he obtain’d Trium¬ 
phal Ornaments, and within a fhort fpace two Sa¬ 
cerdotal Dignities, with the ConfuHhip, which he 

had the two iaft Months of the Year. Under him 

ferv’d 
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ferv’d his Son Titus in Quality of a Tribune , whole 
extraordinary Valour and Mod e fly gain’d him ex¬ 
ceeding Reputation, as appears from the Number of 
his Images, and their Inleriptions, throughout the 
Provinces of Germany and Britain. 

Claudius began now to ldTen his Care and Con¬ 
cern for the Publick, and to give himfelf up to his 
Gluttonous Difpofition, and his paffive Stupidity, but 
moft of all to his Freed-Men and Favourites, toge¬ 
ther with his libidinous Wife MeJJalina. To thefe he 
made himfelf fo fubjefr, and was fo much govern’d 
by ’em that by their Dire&ions and Counfels he 
committed many Diforders, Follies and Injuries, more 
like their Slave and Subjeft, than their Prince and So¬ 
vereign ; pardoning fuch heinous Offences, and com¬ 
mitting luch Cruelties, as wou’d be tedious to men¬ 
tion all, thofe againft his own Blood will be fuffici- 
ent. The firft was the Execution of jlppius Silanus, a 
Perfon of the higheft Merits, who had been Gover¬ 
nor of Spain , and marry’d to his Mother-in-Law, 
whofe Death was caus’d by the Malicious Infinuati- 
ons of his Wife MeJJalina , and his Favourite NaniJJus. 
After him he put both his Sons-in-Law, Silanus and 
Pompey to Death; and the two Livia’ s, his own Nieces, 
one the Daughter of Drujus, and the other of Ger- 
mnicus , and ail without admitting of any Defence, 
and none knowing for what Caufe. Great Num¬ 
bers of others were likewife put to Death, by the 

abominable Practices of MeJJalina , and his Freed- 
Men, who bore fo great a Sway in the State, that 
they fold Offices, Governments and Dignities; and 
what was more dangerous, took Money for Pardons, 
Penalties, Punifhments, and Baniffiments: A great 
part of which was pra&is’d without the Knowledge 
of the Emperor; fo large was their Power and Autho¬ 
rity, and fo grofs his Ignorance and Stupidity. He 
begg’d fuch Remarks from the Senate for his two 

favourites JSarciJJus and Fallas, and gave fo great a 

Latitude 
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Latitude to their Rapines and Extortions, that com¬ 
plaining one Day that his Exchequer was exhaufted, 

he was handfomely anfwer’d. That he might he ahun- 

dently rich , if bis two Freed-Men woud hut take him in¬ 
to their Society. By means of thefe great Diforders 
and Grievances, Claudius made himfelf odious to ma¬ 
ny, and piincipally to the wifer fort; infomuch that 
feveral pra&is’d his Death, and confpir’d againft 
him, tho’ for his former good A its he was ftfll be- 
lov’d and efteem’d by great numbers. But as thofe 
who hated him were more numerous, or at lead more 
bold, they fear’d not to make an ^Attempt upon his 
Life; of which were two Elites, who refoiv’d to 

ftab him, befides Statius Corvinus , and Gallus jdjinius, 
two Perfons of the higheft Rank, who had form’d a 
Con (piracy againft him. But the Defignsand Practi¬ 
ces of all being timely difcover’d, Claudius prevented 
the Danger, by executing new Cruelties upon the 

feveral Parties, and upon fuch as had confented and 
participated with them ; and finding himfelf freed 
from this Fear and Danger, he continu’tj more vile 
in his impious Purpofes, and cruel Courfes. 

CamillusV But t ^ s Confpiracy w r as not the Emperor’s great- 
RebcUite. eft Concern, for fhortly after Furius Camillas , his 

Lieutenant in Dalmatia, incited by many principal 
Men of Rome , openly rebell’d againft him, and the 
Legions of that Province joyning with him, he call’d 
himtelt by the Title of Emperor. This threw Clau-^ 
dins into the urmoft rear and Amazement; and as his 
Nature and his Crimes had made him more cowardly 
and timerous than the reft of Mankind, he was fo 
d cjeCted and mean-fpii ited,thatupon Camillas his wri¬ 
ting to him a hectoring Letter, Commanding him to 
leave bis Empire , and betake himfelf to a private and re- 

th 'd Life, he alfembl’d the principal Perfons of his 
Council, to deliberate whether he fhou’d refign to 
Camillas, or not: So that if the Rebellion had lafted, 

he woud lave mad c but a freebie Defence of his En> 

plre, 
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pire. Butas Camllus’s Pretences had no Foundation, 
and his ambitious Defigns manifedly appearing to the 
Legions, they foon repented of their Choice, and de- 
ftroy’d him five Days after, by reafon of fome re- His Dcatk 
irtarkable Prodigies which had rerrify’d 'em, as fome 


And thus 


and Jealoufie: for he 
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liv'd ever after in Difquiets and Sufpicions, iniomuch 
that being one day in the Temple offering his Sacri¬ 
fices, and by chance finding a Sword which had 
been left thereby accident, he with great Trembling 
and Confufion, immediately caus’d the Senate to be 
aflembled, and with Fear told the Fathers, That he 

■was a Mart the mofi unfortunate and. miferable of all other j, 
and that he cot! d be afford at no Time or Place, but tv as 
continually in Danger -> <and for many Days together he 
tetir’d, and ftird not abroad. After this, he never 
durftgo to any Feaft without his Guards about him, 
waiting with their Lances at the Table inftead of o- 
ther Servants} norwou’d he vifitany fick Perfon,tilI 
the Chamber wasdrittly fearch’d to the very Bolder 
of the Bed. He fuffcr’d no Man to come near him, 
upon the account of Salutation, or otherwife, before 
his Searchers had been with him, who fpared none, 
and fometimes were very rude and fevere in their 
Scrutiny, and that t< 

But Meffalina , with her Favourites and Confede¬ 
rates, made a more profitable Ufe of the Emperor’s 
Fears and Sufpicions, taking an Occafion from them 
to put manyPerfons to Death,and toponfifcaie their 

Goods, alledging, That they were guilty of fame of the 
Lite Conff tracks and Rebellions ; all which was effe&ed 
in amott bloody and barbarous manner, many being 
condemn’d and executed without Proof or Trial,and 
other guilty Perfons clear’d, by means of Bribes and 
Gifts: And tho’ for the mod part Claudius was grofly 
abus’d and impos’d upon by thofe he mod rruft- 

l,yet dill the World believ’d him mod guilty and 
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cenfur’d and hated him for thefe Adts, Forbefides his 

frrange Remifnefs and Forgetfulnefs in all Things, 
and the great Trufl which he repos’d in fuch impious 
Perfons3 he appear’d very Bloody and Cruel himfelf, 
being frequently prefent when Torments were in¬ 
flicted, and with great Pleafure beholding the moft 
exquifite Cruelties 3 a thing highly unworthy of his 
Office and Dignity. He was fo delighted with fuch 
Spectacles, that being at the City Tibttr, and de- 
isrous to fee an Execution, after the ancient Mode, 
upon the want of an Executioner, when the Delin¬ 
quents were fatten’d to the Stake, he fent to Rom 
for one, and flay’d upon the Place with great pati¬ 
ence till Night, in Expectation of his coming. Sue- 
Tcnins writes that he put to death thirty five Senators, 
and above three hundred Estates in his Reign, and 
with fo much Eale and Unconccrnment, that one 
cf his Captains bringing him an Account, That ac¬ 
cording to bis Comm.indy inch a C onj alary Man was exe¬ 
cuted 3 he denv’d he had given any fuch Order, yet 
approv'd of what had been perform’d. 

In the Seventh Year of this Emperor’s Reign, the 
great Secular Games were exhibited, it being now 
the Booth Year of the City, and 64 Years after 
their Celebration by Augustus. In the fame Year Mef- 
fa!ina began to appear more publick in her Wick- 
ednefs, and tiiumphant in her Adulterous Practices, 
in which the now became fupcriatively Impudent 3 
and to enter into all the Particulars of her Mon¬ 
itions Lewd nets, wou’d be a Scandal to my Story, 
and an Offence to my Reader. She caus’d forne 
Women to commit Adultery in the very Pretence 
of their own Husbands, ruining and deftroying fuch 
as refus’d their Compliance 3 and oftentimes gain’d 
the Emperor ignorantly to confent to her own 
Wickednefs and his Shame. After fhe had facrific’d 
many of her Gallants, who were too deficiently 
lerviceable to her unbounded Defires, fh'e fell palli- 

onately 
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onately in Love with C. Cilius , the moft beautiful 
Yoitth in all Rome, whom {he oblig’d, tho’ unwil¬ 
lingly, to divorce his Wife Junta Syllana , an Illu- 
ftridus Lady, that /he might wholly enjoy the Adul¬ 
terer to her felf. Which /he did not with Secrefy, 
but with a great Retinue frequented his Houfe, was 
always at his Side, and profufedly bellow'd Wealth 
and Honour upon him } and ac, laft, as tho’ For¬ 
tune had transferr’d the Empire to him, all Atten¬ 
dants and Imperial Ornaments wfere-daily feen at 
the Adulterer’s Houfe. After fome fpace Silius, be¬ 
ing app rehen five of the Dangers in which they had 
involv’d themfelves, told her direftly, That Harm- 

left Counfels were proper for the Innocent j hut audacious 
and dejperate Attempts were the only Security for open 
and manifejl ViUanies : And after fome little delibe¬ 
ration they agreed upon a notorious Expedient, im¬ 
pudent beyond all Example, and almolt all Belief 5 
which was to marry each other while the Emperor 
was alive, relying upon his ftupid Blindnefs, and 
the tranfcendent Bower /he had over him. They 
waited no longer than for Claudius' s Journey to Oftia 
/hortly after, at which time they celebrated their 
Nuptials, with all the ufual Ceremonies, and all the 
Shainelefnefs and Opennefs imaginable j which 
rais’d great Indignation and Jealouties among many 
in the City, who refolv’d to difcover all the Em- 
prefs’s Practices to Claudius during his long Stay at 
Oftia, but fear’d nothing fo much as his admitting 
her to make her Defence, becaufe her dextrous Ma¬ 
nagement of this blockilh Prince might render their 
Accufations ineffectual. Narcijjus and Pallas firft 
made the Difcovery to him of this infamous Aft, 
with an infinite number of other Villanies com¬ 
mitted by her, which after many A ggravations and 
provoking Incitements,fomewhatrouz’d him outof 
hisdrowly Slumber and Forgetfulnefs , but at the 
fame time thtew him into fuch a dreadful Fright, 

l z and 
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and Confirmation, that he oftentimes ask’d, Whether 
he ‘Was JliU Sovereign of the Empire or not ? and was as. 
cautious in his Preparations for their Punifliment, 
as if he were to engage fome dangerous Enemy, 

In the mean time Mejfilina , never more ioofe and 
difTolute in her lafeivious Frolicksand Debaucheries, 
Celebrated with her Lover the Jovial Feaftsof Iteca&jw, 
in the time of Vintage; the fwelling Grapes were 
prefs’d, theVeffels flow’d with delicious Wines,Wo- 
men girt with Skins, danc’d about like Buchanals 
at their Sacrifices; her felf with her Hair, loofely 
dancing in the Air, fhaking a Javelin finely wrap’d 
about with Vine Leaves; and Silius hard by, his Body 
cover’d with Ivy, and his Legs with Buskins, with a 
fhamelefs Company of Singers and Dancers; all ex¬ 
porting the utmoft Mirth and Jollity which the Heat 
and Extravagance of Humour could produce. In 
the midft of it one Valent, an Idiot, is faid to have 
climb’d a Tree, and being demanded What he faw 

there , anfwer’d, A erstd Storm coming from Oftia, 

which caft afudden Coldnefs and Damp upon the 
Minds of the Company. Shortly after which they 
receiv’d Intelligence, that the Emperor had made a 
full difeovery of the whole Matter, and was coming 
to take his Revenge. All retir’d with great Confufion 
to feveral Places, and Mejfalina to the Gardens be¬ 
longing formerly to Lucullus , from whence fhe fent 
her Son and Daughter, Britannicus and OBavia, to 
meet the Emperor, and implore his Mercy, imme¬ 
diately after following them her felf; but in vain, 
fince NarriJJiis and her other Accufersfo diverted Clau- 
that he could not attend to her Defence. Silius and 
many other of her adulterous Companions were im¬ 
mediately fecur’d, and lhortly after receiv’d the 
juft Reward of their Villanies, among which fom< 
were Senators and fome were Players. All wbicl 
time Mejfalina in Lucullus's Gardens endeavour’d bj 

all poflible Methods to prolong her wretched Life 

fome 
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fometimesufing Prayers and Supplications, and other 
times fhewing no lefs Rage and Anger \ and had not 
J^arcijfus haften’d her Death, /he had probably turn’d 
the Mifchief upon her Accufers Heads: For the 
Emperor having return’d from the Executions, and 
allay’d his Choler in a Banquet, began to relent, de¬ 
ferring her Punilhment till after (he had made her 
Defence. Which being underftood, NarciJJ'm rufli’d 
out and Order’d the Centurions and Tribunes juft 
by to execure her immediately, according to the 
Emperor’s Commands $ who haftening to the Gar¬ 
dens, found her extended on the Earth, with her 
Mother Lepida fitting by her, who perfwaded her, 

not to tarry for the Executioner, jince Jhe could expect no 

other Honour but the killing her felf. But fhe had no 

fpark of Generofity left, and her Courage was too 
enfeebl’d with impure Senfuality to think on fuch 
an Attempt; tho’ at laft with many cowardly Fears MefTalina 
and Tremblings fhe took a Sword from one of the Her Death. 
Soldiers, and put it to her Throat, and then to her 
Breaftj which at laft was pierc’d with a Blow lent 
her by the Tribune; an End fuitable to one who 
was the higheft in Quality, but the moft monftrous 
in Impiety of all her Sex. Claudius was immediate¬ 
ly inform’d of her Death inthemidftof his Banquet; 
but without the leaft Queftion ask’d, or Concern 
lhew’d, he call’d for his Cup, a fid proceeded in his 
Banquet3 and fo ftrange was his Infenfibility, that 
neither the ardent Love he bore her, the Satisfaction 
of the Accufers, northeSadnefsof his Children could 
makehimgive the leaft Tokens of Hate, Joy, An¬ 
ger, Sorrow, or of any other humane Paflion or Af¬ 
fection. And what is ftill further remarkable, the 
next Day fitting at his Table, he ask’d Why Meflali- 
na came not to the Supper . The like monftrous Forgetful- 
nefs appear’d in many other Inftances, as when he 
had condemn’d feveral particular Perfons, he often 
ask’d and fent for ’em the next Day. 

I 3 Claudius, 
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that in the next meeting of the Senate he fubtyn’d 
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CUndins Patience to contain himfelf a Day before the Solcrn- 
wamahit nization of the Nuptials but none follow’d his Ex- 
Utece. A- ample befides one of his Freed-Men and one of the 

Captains of his Guards,at whofe Nuptials both him¬ 
felf and Agrippina were prefent,forthegreaterIncou- 
ragementofthofe Marriages which were detefted by 
the Remans. Agrippina was a Ladyof very great Spirit 
and Underftanding, of ambitious Defigns, and well 
knowing the WeaknelTes and Infirmities of Claudius's 

Temper, fhefoon found means to advance her Son 
Donatius Nero , whom fhe had by her other Husband 
Domitius Enobarbus, procuring him to be marry’d 
to Claudius' s Daughter Oclavia, which was. done fome 
few Days after her own Marriage. Not long after 
which the Emperor’s Favourite Pallas , by her Infti- 
gation urg’d Claudius to provide for the Safety of the 
Common-wealth , and Jlrcngthen the Inter eft of bis Son Bri- 

tannicus, by his Adoption of young Domitius jfor AugU- 
ftusV IVivesChildren were advanc’d^ tho ’ he had Grand]ons 
of his own , and Tiberius votwithftanding his own Sen 
Drufus, Adopted Germanicus. That he alfi jhcu d take 

in another , tojkare, in fame me, J ure, the Burden of the Ent¬ 
ire with him. This Emperor, who, as Tacitus fays, 
nad neither Judgment nor Malice,but what was put 
into him, immediately yielded to the Perfwalion, 
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preferring Domitius before bis own Son Britannic/* s ; 
and made a Speech upon that account to the Senate, 
which he had receiv’d from Pallas. Great Thanks 
were return’d to Claudius , and exquifite Flatteries us’d 
to Domitius, and a Decree made by which he fhou’d 
be accounted of the Claudian Family, and call’d Clau¬ 
dius Nero ; and likewife that Agrippina fhou’d be fur- 
nam’d Augufia. This was done in the ninth Year of 
Claudius's Reign ; in which Year he banifh’d all the 
Jews from Rome , by reafon of there being continual¬ 
ly in an Uproar and Tumult upon the Account of 
the new Religion of the Chriftians, as Suetonius allures 

us; and many are of Opinion, that under the Name 
of Jews the Cbriflians were likewife expell’d. In 
this Year alfo were fome Conquefts made in Mau¬ 
ritania and thofe Parts, which were made into two 
Tributary Provinces, one call’d Mauritania Cafarien- 
fis, now the Kingdom of Fez,, and Mauritania Tipgi- 
tana, now the Kingdom of Morocco. 

In the tenth Year of Claudius Reign, the Britains A. D. 
revolted, and upon the Arrival of P. Oflorins , Pro- 5 1. 
Prsetor in thofe Parts, grew more confident than be- Further 
fore, contemning Him as a Perfon of no Military c * r ‘ 3 u ff'. 
Experience. But he well knowing, that the firft A - in 
ftion wou’d either encourage or difhearren ’em, vi- 
goroufly attack’d fuch as were up in Arms, and dis¬ 
pers’d ’em, proceeding to difarm all whom he had 
reafon to fulpeft j but the Iceni , the Inhabitants of 
the prefent Counties of Suffolk, Nortbfolk , Cambridge, 
and Huntingdon , a powerful Nation, refuting to fub- 
mit, gain’d others over to their Party, and encam¬ 
ping upon commodious Ground, engag’d with the 
Romansy were at laft overthrown, but with the great¬ 
er Bloodfhed, by reafon of their Defpair of Pardon. 

By this Overthrow of the Iceni, many others, before 
undetermin’d, were reduc'd to Obedience, and Oclo- 
rius led his Army againft the Cangi, a People about 
the Irijh Sea - } and wafting their Territories, had pafs’d 

I 4. almoft 
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almoft to the Ocean, when he was recall’d by the In- 
furreftions of the Brigantes , a People on the North of 
England, and having deftroy’d theprincipal Revoltets, 
the Rebellion was extinguilh’d. But the Silure, the 
Inhabitants of South Wales, wou’d by no Methods be 
allur’d or difeourag’d from profecuting the War a- 
gainft the Romans, relying upon their own Courages, 
and the Valour and Bravery of their great General 
Car abacus, who having waded through numerous Pe¬ 
rils and Difficulties, had gain’d fuch Reputation, that 
he was juftly prefen’d before all the Britijh Com¬ 
manders and by his Policy and Condudfc remov’d 
the Seat of the War into the Territories of the Ordtb 
•vices , the Inhabitants of North-fto/w, as more con¬ 
venient for his Defigns, by reafon of the Rocks and 
Mountains. Here at the approach of the Romans , C<a- 
raBacus in a Speech to his Soldiers told ’em. That this 
Rattle fiioud either eflablifii their glorious Liberty, or confirm 
their perpetual Servitude j and that they ought to remem¬ 
ber the Honour of their Ancejlors, -who had driven Julius 
Csefar from thu l fie \ by wbofe Valour they were happily 
deliver'd from Axes and Tributes j and to -whom they ow'd 
the Enjoyment of their urrviolated Wives and Children . 

But as nothing cou’d withftand the Force of the Ro¬ 
man Legions, the Britains , tho they had considerable 
Advantages in the beginning of the Battle, by rea¬ 
fon of their Intienchments, were after an obftinate 
Fight entirely routed, and the Wife and Daughter of 
CaraBacus , taken Prifoners, his Brothers furrendring 
themfejves Ihortly after: CaraBacus himfelf flying to 
C artifmandua Queen of Brigantes, was treache- 
roufly bound and deliver’d up to the Conquerors, 
after nine Tears brave Refiftance of the Romans , by 
which he had gain’d great Fame and Renown. 

CaraBacus was brought to Rome, where all were de- 
firous of feeing the Perfon who had fa long con¬ 
demn’d their Forces, and the People were aflembkd 
9 $ at theSiglit of fome publick Games and Spe&acksj 

tlN 
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the Emperor’s Guards were plac’d in Order, and he 
himfelr feared on his Tribunal 3 the Captive Princes, 
Vaffals, and Retinue going frrft, the Caparifons, and 
others Spoils of War follow’d after • then hisBtothers, 
his Wife and Daughter $ and iaft of all, he himfelf 
was brought before the People in a very remarkable 
Habit. The Prayers which the reft made to the Em¬ 
peror were mean and fervile 5 but Caraltacus neither 
hanging down his Head, nor craving Mercy when 
he flood before the Tribunal, with a riobie Bravery 
fpoke thus : If my Moderation in Profperity bad been <- 
qual to my Nobility and Fortune, I bad come rather as a 
Friend into this City , than a Captive 3 nor won'd you have 
Jif Join'd to have receiv'd me with Articles of Peace and 
Alliance, being a Prince nobly descended from Illuftrious Pro¬ 
genitors, and an abfolute Commander over many Nations. 
My prejent Fortune, as it is to me low and difhonourablc , fo 
to you it is glorious and magnificent. I have been Mafier of 
Horfes , Men, Arms and Wealth‘ y what wonder is it, if 
oft Jr many Stragglings I have loft 'em all ? If Rome af- 
fires at Univerjal Empire , does it follow that the World 
rnuft needs truckle to her 3 If I had yielded immediately , 
end without Oppofitson, neither my Fortune woud have been 
remarkable, nor your Glory memorable 3 and Oblivion woud 
have follow'd my Punijhment. But if you Jpare my Life t 
I jhall be a perpetual Example ofyotsr Clemency. Upon 

I thefe Words Claudius generoufly pardon’d him, his 
Wife and Brothers 3 and being all unbound, they 
paid their Reverence to Agrippina, who fet aloft on 
another Seat hard by; and gave her the like Praifes 
and Thanks, as they had given to the Emperor. Ta¬ 
citus (ays, that this was the firft Time that ever a 
Woman fat among the Roman Standards; but Ae, in 
Juftification caft’aher felf Partner of that Empire her 
Ance/tors had gain'd by their Valour. After this the Se* 

nate was aflembied, where the Fathers made many 
commendatory Speeches concerning the Captivity of 
Qaractacus 3 declaring, It was no lefs honourable than 

. 7 ^ ^ - *•* - ^ --- - * 
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when the great Scipio expos'd Syphax and Tmilius Per- 

fius} and Oft mas was decreed Triumphal Ornaments 
he being foil in Britain. But now his Fortune began 
to change, either from his own Remiffnels, or the 
Enemies Diligence, who fuddenly got to Arms, and 
almoft imirely cut off thofe Troops defign’d for the 
bridling of the Silures j which Advantage, and fome 
others, caus’d a new Revolt of feveral other Nations, 
' not long after which Ofiorius , fpent with Care and 
Labour, dy’d. In whofe Place Clauduis fent A. Didi- 
m, who found Affairs in an ill Pofture 5 but the Bri¬ 
tain afterwards having Civil Cornells, were feveral 
times overthrown, and than more eafily kept under. 
Agrippina The Emprefe Agrippina in the mean time was indu- 
kr Dtjtgu. ftrioufly contriving to raife her felf to the higheft De¬ 
gree of Greatnefe, as well as to fecure the Succeflion 
of the Empire to her Son Nero ; and her Ambition car- 
ry’d her the further, by reafon of her beingDaughter, 
Sifter, and Wife to an Emperor, and was now endea¬ 
vouring to be Mother alfo. She had already procur’d 
the Deaths of fome Roman Ladies, who had been her 
Rivals for her Marriage with Claudius, notwithftand- 
ing they were favour’d by Narcijfus and Calixtas > and 
to make her Reputation and Authority more confpi- 
.cuous tothe Provincesand Foreigners, fhe command¬ 
ed a Colony to be planted at Uhium on the Rhine, 
where (he was born, calling it Colonia Agrippina, now 
Cologn. To facilitate his Son’s Advancement, fhe 
had, bdides his Mariiage and Adoption, procur’d 
Amuuu Seneca to be recall’d from Banifhment, and 
ihe Rr*torJhip to be given him, together with the 

.Care and Tuition of her Son : which Reftoration 

^ ^ 4 

and Advancement Ihe knew wou’d be grateful to the 
People, who highly efteem’d him for his great Learn¬ 
ing and eminent Morality. She was like wife fenfible 
that her Son mighc receive great Advantages from 
fuch a Mailer} and (he was lo ambitious ol his Suc¬ 
ceeding in the Empire, that when it was told her by 

fome 
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fome Oracle or Augur, That her Son Jhould be Empe¬ 
ror , but woud be the Caufe of her Death , (he anfwer’d, 
let him, fo he but Reigns. But flie durft not level at 
that Mark while Get a and Crifpinus , both Favourers 
of Britannicus , continu’d Captains of the Guard j 
which caus’d her to infinuate to the Emperor, That 

the Guard wai divided into FaB ions through the ambitious 
Contentions of the two Captains for fuperiority ; and that 
true Difcipline woud be better prejerv d if the Soldiers 
were commanded by one alone. Upon which the whole 

Charge of the Tratorian Cohorts was transferr’d to 
Afranius Burrhus , A Perfon of great Fame in Military 
Affairs, yet well knowing by whofe Favour and 
Practice he was advanc’d to this Poft. From that 
Time the Emprefs Ihew’d more Command and Au¬ 
thority than ever, and frequently enter’d the Capi¬ 
tol in a Chariot 5 an Honour and Privilege only al- 

| '~w’d to thofe of the Sacerdotal Order. 

In the following Year, which was the Eleventh 
this Reign, Claudius finilh’d his vaft Work former- 
mention’d in the Lake Fufinus $ but before the 

ater was let our, he order’d a Naval Battel to be 
light there chiefly by Slaves and Perfons condem- 
d to Death or Banilhment, promifing Liberty and 
awards to the Conquerors. Fifty Galleys were 
’d for this purpofe, according to Dion, and Nine- 
:n Thoufand Men, being equally divided, and 
■aurifuily adorn’d with Banners, Flags, and Srream- 
s of various Colours; one Party being call’d Sicili¬ 
es, and the other Rhodians. To fee this remarkable 
lettacle ; there came infinite Multitudes of People 
im all parts of Italy, and from other Countries, 
hich cover’d the Banks of the Lake, and all the 
ills and Mountains within view, making it appear 
<e a vaft Amphitheatre; where the F.mperor Clau- 
us, with Agrippina and Nero, were conveniently 
ated, moft glorioufly attir’d in Gold and precious 

ones. The Perfons appointed for the Fight, cry¬ 
ing 
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ing OUt, Farewell good Emperor , aye Terfons falutt 

jo*, Claudius ridiculoufly anfwered them in their 
own Language, Farewel to you alfo j by which words, 

imag ining bus had excus’d them from any further 
Danger, they ftood ftill by confent, refolving not to 
engage. Which fo enrag’d the Emperor, that he 
deliberated whether he fhould deftroy ’em all by Fire 
or Sword. But leaping from his Seat, partly by 
Threats, and more efpecially by Promifes, he pre¬ 
vail’d ; fo the Battel began with great Refoiution 
•and Obftinacy, thefe poor Men hackingand wound¬ 
ing each other moft miferably, in hopes of Liberty 
and Honour, and this continu’d the greateft pan of 
the Day, till one Party overcame the other, and fo 
ended this cruel Paftime, and chargeable Vanity. 

- Claudius, in the Twelfth Year of his Reigh reftor’d 
■the Rhodians to their former Liberty upon their hum¬ 
ble Repentance, and freed the Inhabitants of Ilium 
from all Cuftoms andTributesas being the Originals 
of the Roman Progenitors. Young Nero pleaded the 
Caufes of both Cities, whofe Mother jrripp’ma now 
became more haughty and imperious than ever, fo 
that fte gain’d the Envy and Hatred of the Empe¬ 
ror’s Favourites, and the Difefteem of Claudius him- 
felf, who, notwithftanding his ftrangc InfenfibilityJ 
began to repent of his Marriage with her, and the] 
Adoption of her Son. Which Agrippina foon difj 
cover’d by his unufual Favours to Britannicus , anl 
by wh2t he accidentally declar’d when he was heatj 

ed with Wine, That be had ever been unfortunate in h'\ 
Wives, but none of ’em bad efcap’d unpunijh’d. Where] 
upon Agrippina foon determin’d to procure her Hull 
band’s Death by Poyfon,but was very doubtful whad 
kind to ufe; a ftrong Poyfon Ihe judg’d would makJ 
her Villany too apparent - y and a How one mighj 
give the Emperor opportunity of difeoveringfo muclj 
of her Pra&ices, as to prevent her Son’s Succeffion | 
till at laft ihe refolv’d upon fome lingular Potion] 
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which might diftradt his Senfes, and not too fudden- 
ty end his Life. For this fhe wanted not her Afli- 
ftancs, who infus’d the Poyfon into fome Mu fh rooms, 
a Di/h which Claudius lov’d beyond meafurej but that 
only making himCick y Agrippina fuddenlyfent for Xf 
nefbon her Phyfician, who upon pretence of making 
him Vomit, according to his ufual Cuftom. after his 
gluttonous Debauches, thruft a poyfon’d Feather ^ f»yf»n 
down his Throat, which Shortly after ended his Life. CImjmus. 
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down his Throat, which Shortly after ended his Life. Clau “ lus 
Tins was the untimely End of Claudius Cafar , the 
Fifth Emperor of Rome, after a Reign of Thirteen 
Years, Eight Months, and twenty Days, in the Sixty 
fourth Tear of his Age; a Perfon moft remarkable 
for his Studies, having befides his writing feveral Pie¬ 
ces, added three Letters to the Latin Alphabet, which 
continu’d in ufe no longer than his Reign. The State 
and Greatnefs of the Roman Empire was not much 
impair’d in this Reign; but the City and the Nobility 
were feverely opprefs’d,and barbaroufly treated; and 

the exorbitant Vices of the Emperor juftly brought 
upon him his unnatural Death, and fiich a Death as 
feem’d proper to his unfatiable Gluttony, which in 
a great meafure had ftupify’d him, and made him 
unfit for Government, His Death happen’d in the 
807th Year of the City, 55 Years after the Birth of 
our Saviour j and 22 after his Crucifixion. 

III. Thus all things had contributed to the Ad- J- T>. 
vancement of young Nero ; and immediately after j>. 
the Death of Claudius , Agrippina, as one overwhelm’d 
with the Violence and Extremity of Grief, held Bri- 
tannicusi aft between her Arms, calling him the dear 
Image of his Father's Face , and by many Artifices de¬ 
tain’d him in the Chamber, doing the like to his Si¬ 
fters Antonia and Octavia, placing a ftrong Guard at 
every Door and Paflage, and often publifhing, that 
the Emperor was ftill in a hopeful Condition, rill fhe 
found the moft proper Time of the Day for the ef¬ 
fecting 
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fe&ing her Defigns. Then the Palace Gates Were 
fuddenly let open, and Nero accompanied With Burr- 
bus, Prefect of the Praetorian Guards, went out to the 
Cohort then attending, who at the Command of 
Burrhus, receiv’d him with loud Acclamations, tho’ 

not without fome Enquiries after Britatoicds, and 
carried him in a Charriot to the reft of the Cohorts, 
N*™ There Nero having made a Speech proper for the 
WfE**. Time, andpromifed a Donative according to the Ex- 
fenr ‘ ample of former Emperors, he Was faluted Empbror j 

and /horriy after, this Sentence was confirtn’d by a 
Decree of Senate3 nor wa s there' any great Scruple 
made of it in the Provinces. Then to /hew an extra¬ 
ordinary RefpeCt to the late Emperor, his Obfequies 
were celebrated with as much Pomp and Solemnity 

asthofeofthe Great Auguftus, Agrippina imitating the 
Magnificence of her great Grandmother Livid: Tho’ 
Claudius was thus unreafonably honour’d by Agrippi¬ 
na and her Son, and even Canoniz’d amongt^e Gods, 
yet they refus’d to have his Will read publickly, ac¬ 
cording to the ufual Cuftom 3 juftly conceiving that 
his unnatural Carriage to his' own Son Brit amicus, 

wou’d provoke the Indignation of the People. Nero 

himfelt pronounc’d his Funeral Oration, and while 

he fpake of the Antiquity of his Family,and the Confuljhips 
and Triumrpbs of his Ancejlors, all were vfcry attentive j 
as likewite when he fpake of his Love to the Liberal Sri- 
tnces, and that during bis Government the Commonwealth 
was not injur'd by Foreign Power : But when he defen¬ 
ded to bis Prudence and IVifdom , no Man COu’d with¬ 
hold their Laughter 3 tho’ the Oration compos’d by 
Seneca Ihew’d the exquifite Skill of that Man’s plea- 
lant Vein, finely accommodated to the Ears or that 
Time. But fome Perfons made Reflections of a dif¬ 
ferent kind, namely. That Nero was the fir ft Emperor 
cf Rome that needed the Eloquence of another Man. 

Nero , tho’ but Seventeen Years of Age, began his 
Reign with the general Joy and Satisfaction of the 

City, 
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City, which conceiv’d great Hopes from his outward 

Endeavours to ferve the Publick. For firft, he pro¬ 
mis’d to govern according to the wife Rules and In- 
ftirutions of Augufim, and began both in Words and 
Attions to Ihew himfelf Juft, Liberal, and Merciful; 
conferring Favours, dividing large Sums of Money, 
among the People and Pratorian Soldiers, and mode¬ 
rating the I mpofitions and Tributes of the Provinces; 
and to the Senators, who were poor, he affign’d Pen- 
lions, ufing all Men with fuch Courtefie and Huma¬ 
nity, as there feem’d no Reafon to fear thofe Mife- 
rits that afterwards follow’d. He likewife lhew’d 
fuch great Clemency and Pity in the execution of 
Juftice and Punilhments, that when a Warrant was 
brought to him to lign for a Condemn’d Perfon, with 

great Concern he laid, Wou'd to Heaven that I knew 
not how to write ! which Words are muchextoll’d by 
his Mafter Seneca. The Senate giving him Thanks for 
the Juftnefs and Regularity of his Adminiftration, 

he reply’d with Angular Modefty, Pray defer your 
Thanks till I dtferve 'em. He entertain’d, in like man¬ 
ner, all Men, with exceeding Civility and Friend- 

ftip, and in his Sports and Exercifes he permitted 
any to be prefent, fo that it feem’d as if Heaven had 
fent the Remans fuch a Prince as they defir’d3 and 
his firft five Years Government was fo excellent in 
general, that the Famous Emperor Trajan afterwards 
laid, That for that Space all Governments came jhort of bis. 

But a great part of this is rather to be attributed to the 

wife Conduct of Burrhus and Seneca • which two were 

this young Emperor’s Guides and Governors, in equal 
Authority, and bearing equal Share in divers Facul¬ 
ties 3 Burrhus in Military Dilcipline and Gravity of 
Manners 3 Seneca in Precepts of Eloquence and Cour¬ 
teous Demeanor j afiiftingeach other in their Charge, 
the more effectually to reftrain the Imperfections of 
Youth with honeft and lawful Diverfions, whenever 
Vertue lhou’d lofeitsnative Power and Authority. Their 

Care 
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Care was equally employ’d alfo in curbing the fierce 
and violent Temper of Jtrtfpina y who boiling with 
the Ambitious Defires of Rule and Dominion, had 
deftroy’d Silanus , Proconful of Afia, and Narcijj’ut •, 
the former without the Emperors Knowledge, and 
the latter without his Confent. But her haughty and 
imperious Carriage began in no long time to alienate 
the Affection of her Son, at leaft fo far as to abate 
her Exorbitant Power and Authority j and to her he 
lhew’d his firft Refentments j tho* fhe had given him 
not only Birth, but Dominion alfo, for which fhe had 
facrific’d both her Confidence and Honour. The 
firft Occafion was his falling in Love with Acle, a 
mean enfranchis’d Woman, which rais’d great Jea- 
loufie in Agrippina, who dreading the Extravagant 
Power of a Concubine, us’d all Methods to prevent 
the EffeSs of growing Paffion ■> but Nero, by the 
aififtance of Otbo and Claudius Phcenicius, two Perfons 
lately advanc’d in his Favour, found means to obtain 
his beloved A&e j which open’d a Paflage to many 
other remarkable Acddents that follow’d, wherein 

he manifefted hii Hatred and Difobedience to his 
Mother, who till now had a tranfcendent Power 
over him, as well as others. 

Agrippina finding the Difpofition of her Son, at¬ 
tempted by all poflible Methods to recover his Fa¬ 
vour, fomctimes by Authoritative Counfels and In- 
ftru&ions; and other times by Servile Entreaties and 
Flatteries j till Nero fhortly after difpladng her chief 
Favourite Pallas, fhe fell into the extreameft Rage 
imaginable; and the more to terrifie him, told him 

That Britannicus, a true and worthy Prince , was now in a 
Condition to receive bis Father s Empire , which at prefent 
was pojfefs'd by an Impcfior : threading to go to the 

Camp, and lay open all the Villanous Practices of 
her unfortunate Family, invoking likewifeall the In¬ 
fernal Furies to her Aififtance. Thefe furious Mena¬ 


ces put Nere in great fear of a Competitor, if not the 

Lofs 
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Lois of his Empire 3 and to freehimfelf from all Jea- 
loufies, he appointed a Poyfon for Britannicus, which 
was given him with the greateft fecrecy, but had not 

its intended Effedt. Whereupon Nero had recourfe 

to a fefcond Potion much ftronger than the former3 
which was dexteroufly adminifter’d to this young 
Prince in a Publick Banquet, and fo fuddenly lpread Cr:tann > 
through his Veins, that at once his Speech ana Spi- 5 * 
ritsforfook him. The Spedlators were all amaz’d ■n ko# 
and Agrityina and Octavia in a great Fright and Con- 
fufion j but Nero leaning unconcern’dly upon the 
Table,, afluring the Company, That it was ufual for 

him to he feiz?d with fitch Epileptick Fits , fo they need not 
doubt his Recovery 3 the reft, for different Ends and 

Purpofes, diffembl’d their Griefs, compos’d their 
Countenances, and after fome Silence the Mirth of 
the Banquet began again. Brittannicus was privately 
bury’d that fame Night, his mean Funeral being 
provided before3 but Agrippina , tho’ almoft in a de- 
lpairing Condition, ftill contended with her Son, 
entertaining the Tribunes and Centurions with all 
Courtefy, and honouring the Names and Vertues of 
the Nobility in Town, as tho’ (he had fought for a 
Head to raife a Faction. Whereupon Nero laying 
afideallHonour and Refpeft, commanded her Guara 
of Germans to be taken from her, and her felf to be 
lodg’d out of the Palace, forbidding particular Per- 
fons to vifit her 3 and he himlelf went very rarely to 
fee her, and then with great Coldnefs and ffnall E- 
fleem Ihewn to her, either in refpedt of Nature or 
Quality. And being thus in Dilgrace, as it ul’ual 
after fuch Misfortunes, moftofherFriendsabandon’d 
her 3 and fhortly after Julia Silana, Wife to the fa* 
mous Silius, falily accused her of confpi.ing againft 
herSon, and that Ihe was about marrying to RubtUiut! 

Vlautius , a Perfon defcended from Augufitis by his 
Mather, and making him Emperor. This brought I 
Agrippina into great Danger, till the Acculationwasf 
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difcover’d to be all Forgery and Falfhood, arid Julia 
banilh’d: Which flight Punifhment gave encourage¬ 
ment to a mercenary Fellow, call’d Petus, to accufe 

Pallas and Burrhus of endeavouring to depo|e Nero, 
and tofet up Cornelius SyUa for Emperor ; but his Ac- 
cufations appearing to have no Foundation he and 
his Accompliceswere banilh’d. All this pafs’din the 
fecond Year of Nero's Reign ; in the latter end of 
which Year, or two Years alter, St. Paul was brought 
Prifoner to Rome, by the Command of Ftfius, Go¬ 
vernor of J tides a , who fucceeded Fadix, Brother to 
Pallas, who had been fent thither by Claudius . 

As Nero increas’d in Years, fohis Vicesand Extra¬ 
vagancies became more confpicuous ; and now di- 
vefting himfelf of his Majefty and Quality; he fre¬ 
quently ran about the City by Night, difguis’d in the 
Habit of a Slave, entring Taverns and infamous 
Houfes, with fome lewd Companions, hurting Per- 
fons, and committing many I nfolencies in the Streets, 
fometimes to the danger of his own Life. And as the 
Vices and Follies of Princes, tho’ condemn’d in their 
Abfence, are generally excus’d, and often applauded 
in their Prefer.ce: fo Nero's Favourites endeavour’d 
not to withdraw him from thefe Extravagancies, but 
only advis’d him to rake care of his Perfon, and not 
to go without a Guard 5 by which means they were 
the occahon of far greater Riots and Diforders than 
before : And from thefe Practices of the Emperor, 
great numbers of profligate young Perfons took oc- 

cafion to do the like; fo that infinite Violences were 
committed by him and them, which rais’d no fmal! 
Tumults and Difturbances in the City; tho’in other 
Matters good Order was ftill obferv’d, and Juftice 
regularly adminiftcr’d ;and the People bore the Mif- 
chicfsand Levities of the young Emperor with grea¬ 
ter Patience, by reafon of his bountiful Diftributions 
'of Money, and his abolilhing certain Taxes and Ini- 
pofitione The Provinces were alio kept in excellent 

Order, 
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Order* and at prefent there was no Action or Wars 
but in the Eajl againft the Parthians , who having ex- 
peird Rbadamiflus OUt of Armenia, whom Claudius had. 
plac’d over that Kingdom, they invaded Armenia 
with great Vigour. Domitius Corbulo , a worthy Com* 
mander, was thereupon fent for the Security of that 
Country, who for two or three Years perform’d no¬ 
thing memorable, by reafon of the Parthians pro- 
rra&ing and deferring the War. But afterwards T»- 
ridates , Brother to Vologefus King of Parthia , refol- 

ving to endeavour for that Crown, and the Armenia 

ans being inclinable to receive him, Corbulo immedi¬ 
ately enter’d upon Adlion, took feveral Forts, and in¬ 
verted Artaxata, the Metropolis of the Country; and 
tho’ the Inhabitants open’d the Gates to him, and 
by that means fav’d their own Lives, yet they cou’d 
not fave the City, which being not tenable, was 
burnt and demolilh’d. Upon this Succefs Nero was 
faluted Imperator, Statuesand Triumphal Arches erect¬ 
ed and Proceflions made, with feveral other Honours 
deriv’d from the extravagant Flatteries of the Senate j 
fothat C. Cajfius , one of the Fathers, fpeaking of the 
Proceflions, faid, That if they mould give the Gods 
Thanks for fo many Favours of Fortune, the whole Tear 

ivould not be fufficient for the Procefftons. 

Nero now in the fifth Year of his Reign, aban¬ 
don’d himfelf to Senfuality without Diitin&ion j 
falling in Love with P off tea Sabina, Wife to his 
great Favourite Otbo , afterwards Emperor, a Lady 
of great Beauty and Endowments, but of no Re¬ 
putation nor Chaftity j and that he might enjoy 
her without any Obftacle, he fent her Husband in¬ 
to Spain, to be Governor of Lufitania , and yielded 
himfelf wholly to Pofpteah Charms, forgetting and 
abhorring his own Wife Ottavia, and likewile his 
Miftrefs, Able. Whereupon Popftea became fo ele¬ 
vated with the infamous Favours flie receiv’d, that 
fte infolently urg’d the Emperor to divorce Octavia, 
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and marry her, reproaching him as a Pupil, who not 

only wfitted Command and Authority, but alfo Liberty , in- 

cenfing him likewife again ft his Mother, who vigo- 
roufty fupported 08 avia's Inrereft ; and amongother 
Methods to regain her Son’s Favour, when ne was 
heated with Wine, flie offered the deteftable Ufe of 
her Body to him; from which he was diverted by 
Senecafho' fome Authors do not clear him of the Faflt. 
However,by means of PoppaalsPinSticcs^nd his own 
Wickedne(s, he refolved upon his Mother’s Death, 
beginning with Poyfons, which three times proved 
ineffectual, by reafon of her Antidotes and Preferva- 
tives. After which, he invented a Ship fo artificially 
contrived, as it (hould fuddenly fplit in two. and let 
her perilh in the Water 5 then diffembling a Recon¬ 
ciliation, he caufed her to fail to the Coafts of Cala¬ 
bria, under colour of fome publick Solemnities in 
which he himfelf was afliftant. Nero finding this Plot 
ineffectual alfo,(he her felf efcaping, when feveral of 
her Company perifhed, now refolved to put her to 
Death openly ; and for that Reafon he caufed a Re¬ 
port to be fpread, 7 i«f fie had confpired againfi his life, 

and a Poynard wasdropt at his Feet by one who pre¬ 
tended a Command from Agrippina to difpatch him. 
Under which falfe Pretext, he commanded certain 
Tribunes to murder her, who upon their unlhearh- 
ing their Swords, Authors write. That Agrippina 
Agrippi- (hewing ’em her Belly, cry’d. Strike me here for this 

Part has deferved it, Jince it has conceived and bought forth 

Nero’/ fucb a Manfter as Nero, and immediately expir’d with 
Order, the Wounds (he receiv’d : And that Nero came im¬ 
mediately after to view his Dead Mother, and flood 
gazing upon her naked Body,asif it had been thatofa 
Beaftj praifing and difprailing her feveral Parts and 
Members, according to his Judgment, adding withal, 

That be did not think fix bad been fo beautiful . This was 
the fatal End of Agrippina, a Woman who by her ex¬ 
travagant Pride and Ambition, and by a numerous 
- Train 
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Train of deteftable Vices and Villanies, had drawn 
this ftrange Punifhmenr upon her felf, which was 
the greater Judgment, as proceeding from the 1 m- 
pious Hands of her own Son ; the Horror of which 
Fa ft, became a Scourge to his Mind, he often con- 

felling, That be was frequently difiurb'd by the dppre- 
henfions of bis Mother's Ghofi , and tormented by the Infer¬ 
nal Furies. 

Nero the next day vindicated this A 61 before the 
Senate, laying many heavy Crimes to hi; Mother’s 
Charge; and the Fathers not only excus’d, but al¬ 
io applauded the Deed; nay, to fuch a fordidnefs 
of Spirit, were the Senate and People degenerated, 
that when he entered the City that day, they met 
him with as much Pomp and Solemnity, as if he 
had return’d from fome great Vi6tory, many Vows 
and Sacrifices being made for the Emperor’s efcaping 
fo great a Treafon. Hereupon he grew excetfive 

Proud, as Lord over fo many Slaves , and feeing him- 

felf at Liberty, and free from any Reftrainr, he gave 
the Reins to his brutal Appetite, abandoning him- 
felf to all kinds of Extravagances and Vices, fuch 
as were never pradtis’d by a Prince, and fcarce con¬ 
ceived by a Man. He now debafed himfelf fo much, 
as to become a Stage-Player, learning that Art, and 
frequently a&ing a Parr before the whole City: 
And in this he had fo high an Opinion of himfelf, 
that he generally procured great Numbersof Noble¬ 
men and young Ladies to be prefent when ever 
he played his Part. But Singing was his principal De¬ 
light and Excellency, and he was lo careful of his 
Voice, that he many times refufed to eat, left it (hould 
receive any Damage; and he often purged himfelf, 
and made ufe of luch Potions as were ufual for the 
beft Singers in thofe times. While he fung upon the 
Stage, no Man was permitted to depart the Theatre 
upon any Oceafion, tho’ never fo urgent j infomuch 
that it is written, that Women were delivered there, 
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and feveral Pcrfons fo weary’d with the Tedioufnefs 
and FJanery of theAppiaufes, that they either leaped 
ivately over the Wall, or elfe fell down, diffem- 
ling themfelves dead, that they might be carried 
out as to their Burials. He ufually placed Soldiers in 
feveral Parts of the Theater, to obferve the very 
Looks and Geftures of the Spe&ators, and to make 
Report of them, which very often proved to the 
Ruin of many. It is fcarce credible with what ex- 
ceflive Fear and Anxiety, with what eager Emulati¬ 
on of his Fellow-Players, and with what direful A|> 
prehenfion of the Judges, he contended for the Pri¬ 
zes of the Srage: And he was fo mean and poor- 
fpirited, that he moft nicely obferv’d, and curioufly 
pry’d into every fmall Thing relating to his Compe¬ 
titors. Finally, this Emperor forgetting the great 
Dignity and Majefty of his State, fell into all oaf 
and vile Exercifes, and all imaginable Pol 
filthy and abominable, as ought not to be 
by Cbrlpant : which afterwards brought 
very Sink of all Impiety and Cruelty, 
iects generally imitate the Fafhions ai 


e 


And as Sub- 
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much corrupted before by a long Security, and bad 
Princes, now more openly follow’d thq Vices and 

Extravagancies'of the Emperor; fo that the very 
Laws and Cuftoms, and Arts and Sciences, began to 
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Druides , whofe ancient Seats were in thislfland, alfo 

S ouring out molt dreadful Execrations. Thefe at 
rft discourag’d the Romans , but being animated by 
their General, they £oon broke through, diflipated 
this Furious Company, and deftroy’d their Superftiti- 
ous Woods and Groves, a Garrifon being plac’d in 
that Ifland. During Suetonius's fray in this llland, Vra- 
futagus King of the Iceni, provok’d by the Cruelty of 
the Reman Centurions and Slaves, who fcourg’d his 
Wife Boadicia , deflowr’d his Daughters, and ruin’d 
his Subjects, took up Arms, and caus’d a general Re¬ 
volt of the Britain /, who in a Ihort time drove out 
Clapus the Governor; and purfuing their Advanta¬ 
ges, they us’d fo much Diligence, that in a few Days 
they flew 70000 Ramans in leveral Places. The News 
of this great Difafter haftened the march of Suetonius , 
who haying an Army of r 0000 well difciplin’d Men, 
refolv’d to hazard a Battel with all Expedition, and 
chuling an advantageous Poll, waited the coming 
down ofthe Enemy, which was Ihortly after, under the 
Conduct of Queen Boadicia her felf. She with her two 
Daughters in her Chariot, rode about to theCompa- 
nies, telling ’em, That it had been ufual before for the Bri- 
tains to fight under the Conduct of IViman, but fie was now 
in a diff erent Capacity than her Ancefiors, being not to fight 
fora Kingdom, out as one ofthe inferior fort to revenge her 
loft Liberty , her own difiionourabte Stripes , and the violated 

Cbafiity of her Daughters. That the Lufts of the Romans 
were now become fo exorbitant , that they left no Virgin un¬ 
defil’d. Therefore (he her felf was refolvd to obtain Vi Story 
or Death , as fie was a Woman j but the Men , if they 
fleas'll, might chufe Life and Slavery. Suetonius on the 
other iide, encourag’d his Men not to be difheartned 
at the Enemies Numbers, and advancing with great 
Bravery, foon overthrew the diforderly Troops of the 
Britain*, who wanted not the Courage but Difcipline 
of renown’d Soldiers, Some write that nor lefsthan 

Soooo of sjie Brit aim were flain, and the more by rea- 
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fon of the Difficulty of their Flighr, which was hin¬ 
der’d by the great Numbers of Waggons plac’d about 
the Army, where their Wives were ieated in expec¬ 
tation of Vi&ory, Boadicia revolving not to outlive 
this fatal Defeat, poyfon’d her felf: and this remar¬ 
kable Vi£tory, together with the New Supplies fent 
fhortly after into thefe parts, brought the Brit aim 
to a Peace in a little Time. 

V ^ 

Nero the mean time proceeded in his Enormities 

and Cruelties, the Cares of Burrbta and Seneca no¬ 
thing availing 3 and in the ninth Year of his Reign, 
thetormer dy’d, not without Sufpicions of Poyfon by 
Nero's Order, which fo weaken’d the Intereft and Au¬ 
thority of the other, that feeing himfelf defpis’d, he 
defir’d Permiflion of the Emperor to withdraw him- 
i'elf, Hkewife offering to deliver up his large Eftate, 
which had created him fo much Envy • but Nero 
having learnt and praftjs’d the Art of Diflimulation, 

under Colour of Refpeft, deny’d his Petition3 and Se¬ 
neca from that time alter’d his Courfe of Life, admit¬ 
ted of few Vifits, and always appear’d with a fmal} 
Retinue. He now unjuftly put many eminent Perfons 
to Death, among the reft Rabellius Plautus , and Pallas, 
the former for being of the Julian Family, and the 
latter for being rich, aCrirne for which many fuifer’dj 
Nerow/fr- then proceeding in his Cruelties, he divorc’d and ba- 

ries Pop- nifh’d his Wife Oclavia, upon the Account of Pofpaa, 

k^nolta- ' w ^ om now uiarry’d 3 and when the People mur- 
^■ u ’ " mur’d at this Injury, he afterwards caus’d her to be 

put to Death. A 11 which time the Wars in Armenia 
were continu’d againft th ePartblans. Ccrbulo having 
after many Succeifes difpoflefs’d Tiridates and fettled 
Tigrcnes in Armenia 3 which caus’d Vclogeftn , King of 
Partbia, to invade Armenia with a powerfulArmy, en¬ 
deavouring to re-eftabli/h his Brother Tiridates, which 
he effected in a few Months. But upon the Reinforce¬ 
ments of Cmkuloy and another Invafion of Armenia , 
thy Parisians yvere brought to a Treaty, wherein it 
-• was 
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Was agreed. That Titidates laying down his Crown at 
the Feet ^Nero's Statue , jhou'd not receive it without his 

Leave. But N#*> being defirous of vain Glory, and 
a glorious Spectacle, by Letters and great Promifes, 
invited Tp-idates to come to Rome j which he fhortly 
after perform’d, being nobly accompany’d, and ho¬ 
nourably entertain’d. Nero attended his coming with 
moft Magnificent Preparations, accompany’d with 
the whole Senate and People, and feated in a (lately 
Throne, with all the imaginable Pomp of Majefty 
and Grandeur, and almoft lurrounded with Military 


Enfigns and Banners, the Pratorian Cohorts Handing 
all by in their rich and bright Armour. Tiridates at- 
cended the Scaffold where Nero fat with great For¬ 
mality, and approaching the Emperor, he fell at his 
Feet, who raking him by the Right Hand, rais’d him, 
and plac’d aCrown upon his Head, ufing many Words 
and Pompous Ceremonies. Tiridates being crown’d 
with this Solemnity, after many fumptuous Feafts 
made him in Rome, and many Honours (hewn him, 
departed for his own Country, carrying with him 
an incredible Mafs of Money, which the Emperor 
gave him for his Journey. Nero was alfo faluted I/w-I*" 0 **' 
ferator, and having caus’d a Cr»wn of Laurel to be 
carry’d into the Capitol, he fhut up the Temple of 
Jam-s, according to Suetonius , in token of an univcr-* 
ial Peace, which had been open about 64. Years. 6 ^. 

Shortly after the departure of Tiridates, Nero took 
a Journey into Greece , reporting that he defign’d to 
cut the Ifthmus of Peloyonnefus 5 and tho’ he began that 
Work yet his chief Intentions was ailing of Plays 
(which he did in all the Theatres where he came) 
iinging, and running of Chariot-Races, Running in 
the oljmyick Games; tho’ he fell from his Chariot, 
he was notwithftanding rewarded with a Crown as 
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World. In the following Year he fell into more pro¬ 
digious I mpie ties than ever, and into unheard of Pol¬ 
lutions ; and as nothing is fo manftrous as Lull when 
it is unconfin’d, fo it hrought Nero into the moft ex¬ 
travagant Follies, and unnatural Inconfiftencies that 
every any Monfier conceiv’d. Having attir’d himfelf 
in the Habit of a Woman, and cover’d with a yel¬ 
low Veil like a Bride, he was wedded to one of his 


abominable Crew call’d Pythagoras , and again to his 


Freed-man Doripborus ■> after which he became a Huf- 
band to a Boy call’d Sportu , from whom he took as 
much of the Male as was poflible, adorning him with 
the Ornaments of an Emprefs, and accom 
him in all publick Places: Which occafion’ 
to obferve. That the World had been happy , had the Em- 

or s Father been marry i only to fitch a Spouft r, His un- 




unded Luft, and'exorbitant Luxury daily increas’d 

the Rage of his fierce and cruel Mind, fo that he de- 
ftroy’d fuch numbers of People, that he rather ap¬ 
pear’d a Devil incarnate, than a Man j likewifo boalt- 
ing of his A&ions. and faying. That none of bis Predt- 
cejjors knew their own Tower. He fo little difiembling 

his Hatred to the Senate, that he frequently intimated, 
That he defign’d to deftroy that Order, and to put 
the Government of the Provinces and Armies into 
the Hands of the Elites and his Freed-Men. He like- 
wife often laid, That be bad rather be bated> than be lov’d ,, 
becaufe the People lov'd him according to their own Hu¬ 
mours , but bated him according to bis : And when one 

in his Prefence faid as a Proverb, When I am dead let tbe 

World be burnt: Nay y replyed he, let it be while I am a- 
live. And not long after this he caus’d Rome to be fet 
on fire in ieveral Places, getting himfelf upon a high 
Tower, beholding the muerable Defolatlon with in¬ 


finite Joy and Saiisfa&ion, and in a Player’s Habit fing- 


fog, Tbe Defirudion of Troy. The Fire continu’d above 

fix Days, confutnfog innumerable Rows of (lately ) 
and glorious Buil 4 fogs> and Jtiches, Goods and Mer- 1 

chandjfe 
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chandife of an ineftimable Value, there being but 
four Parts of the fourteen remaining. And Nero to 
make his Wickednefs more compleat, out of Hatred 
to the ChriJHans , which were then very numerous in 
the City,accus’d them of this Fa&, and rais’d the firft 
general Per fee ut ion, putting great numbers of ’em r he pft 
to Death, treating them with all imaginable Scorn general 
and Cruelty, caufing fome to be cover’d with Skins 
of wild Beads, and to be devour’d by Dogs ; others D 

to be crucify’d,and others to be burnt alive,and in the ' 

Night to give Light to Palfengers, as Tacitus allures 5 * 
us. He fet apart hw Gardens for this Spectacle, join¬ 
ing to them the Diverfions of the Circjue, and ap¬ 
pear’d publickly iii the Habit of a Charioteer fitting 
in his Chariot. This Perfecution began in the eleventh 
Year of Nero's Reign, and 3 z after our Saviour’s Cru¬ 
cifixion ; in which Perfecution, befides Sr. Paul, who 
was beheaded, St. Peter alfo was crown’d with Mar¬ 
tyrdom, being crucify’d, as it is written, with his 
Head downwards,which Death hechofe as moredif- 
honourable than that of his Lord and Mafter. 

Nero , after his burning the City, as tho’ he defir ’4 
to free himfelf from that Scandal, took great care 
to re-edifie it, efpecially his own Palace, which was 
done with far greater Magnificence than formerly: 

It now reach’d from Mount Palatine ro Mount Ef- 
ijuiline, the Entrance fpacious enough to receive a 
Colofliis of this Emperor,a hundred and twenty Foot 
high; the Galleries confifted of three Rows of ftately 
Pillars a full Milein length; and within were large 
Ponds, curious Gardens and Orchards, and pleafant 
Hills and Groves, furnilh’d with all forts of wild 
Beafts. The Halls and Dining-Rooms, befides their 
Ving built of Marble, Alabalfer Jafper,Topazes,and 
other excellent Stones, had the Timber-works and 
failings richly inlaid with Gold and I vory, and glo- 
rioufly adiorn’d with Precious Stones, and Mother 
of Pearl, Some of which Rooms were beautifully 

? arch’d 
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arched fikfc the Firmament, the Roofs being movea- 
ble, having Spouts and Jetd’eau’s of Gold and Ivory, 
which frequently call out fweet Waters, and molt 
predousOyls: And now heacknowledged, That at 
U ft be began to dwell like a Man. I need not defcend to 
further Particulars,it being fufficient to obferve, that 
this Emperor's Strudtures were magnificent to a Mi¬ 
racle, and his Prodigalities boundlefs to Madnefs, 
and fcarcely fo much in his Buildingsasin mod other 
Things, wherein his Excefswas incredible. He high¬ 
ly extolled the Management of his Uncle Caligula, for 
(pending in foftiorta time (itch vaftSums as had been 
hoarded up by Ttberim $ and whenever he went a 
fifhing his Nets were of Gold-Thread, and the 
Cords of the fineft Silk. In his Journeys and Pro- 
grdTes, which were very frequent, befides an infinite 
Number of Followers and Attendants, he never had 
Ids than a Thoufand Waggons, for his Wardrobe, 
drawn with Mules richly adorn’d and fhod with Sil¬ 
ver, and the Leaders of them glorioufly attir’d in 
Cloth of Gold, Silver, and Silk. Suetonius tells us, 
That he made a moft Princely Funeral for his Mon¬ 
key, on which he bellowed the whole Eftate of a ve¬ 
ry rich Ufurer called Panercs. His Donatives to the 
People were ftilJ more extravagant $ for whereas o- 
ther Emperors were wont to throw' fet Quantities 
of Money and Things of fmali Value amongthe Peo¬ 
ple, called Mijfilia , being deligned for them who could 
firftcatch ’em, this Emperor brought outvaft Quan¬ 
tities of rich Apparel, Gold, Silver, and Precious 
Stones i and for Things which could not be thrown 
abroad in their kind, he caufed certain Tickets to be 
call among the People, each containing what the 
Ptrfon Ihould have into whofe Hands ir came, as 
Wheat, Herds, Slaves, &c. extending fo far as to give 
Heritages, Fields, Houfes, I Hands, aud Things of ex¬ 
traordinary Value. All which immenfeProdigalities 
caufed him to yfe intolerable Extortions and Exafti- 

ops 
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ons in all the Provinces; which were fuch, as ma¬ 
ny Places were difpeopled and became defolate ; 
tho’ his profufe Gifts in a great meafure preferved 
the Love of the Commons of Rome. 

But as this Emperor’s Aftions were infapportable J. D. 
tothe generality of his Subjects, the following Year 66. 
after the Burning of Rome., many of the Principal 
Noblemen of Rome formed a Confpiracy againft him, 

I at the Head of which wais Cairn Pifo, a Perfon of 
whom Tacitus gives an excellent Character, and ac¬ 
cording to his Name the Plot was called Pifmana, But 
being at the very Point of Execution, this was difco* 
vered before it took efleft, and inftead of the happy 
Confequences that were expedted by fome, it open’d 
aPaflage to new Mifchiefs and Cruelties: For upon 
this Occafion Nero put great Numbers to Death ot all 
Ranks, Noble and Ignoble, Guilty and Innocent 3 
! among which Numbersdy’d the great Poet Lucan, a 
Man of extraordinary Flame and Spirit, tho* not of 
fo great Judgment, who hated Nero for his forbidding 
himtopublifli his Verfes, vainly comparing his own 
to them. Seneca was likewife condemn’d, not being 
Iconvidtcd of any Treafon, rho’accufed by one Nata¬ 
lis, to compliment Nero, as was believed, the Emperor 
having an earned defire to difpatch him, as appear’d 

from his former Attempts by Poyfon, tho’he had 

fworn to, Seneca » Rather to lof r bis own Life , than to hurt 
him.Sentta being, commanded to die, chearfully un¬ 
dertook it, defiring only to difpofe ,of fome Legacies, 

which being refus’d, he told his Friends, That fmce he 

had been kindred from giving them what they bad merited\ 
he hft them the Example of bis Life , the Memory and Imi¬ 
tation of which would gaip them Immortal Honour among 

all good Men. He was oblig’d tofeek for Death feveral 
ways; for he had fo macerated himfeff with Abfti- 
nence, that he could not Weed, a nd Poyfon would The Death 
have no Operation upon him; but at length entring °f Scnec*. 
a Bath, he was (tided with the Fumes, having accor¬ 
ding, 
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ding to his ufual Elegancy, difcours’d even to the 
laft, of many excellent Things, which being taken 
from his Mouth, were afterwards publifhd. Such 

was the Death of this great Philosopher Seneca, ac¬ 
cording to Tacitus, who gives him a far better Cha¬ 
racter than Dim CaJfuu^oAxi the Account which the 
latter gives of him may be credited, we may truly 
fay that his Death was a. juft Judgment upon him, 

for livingfo contrary to iu&Writings and. Principles, 
and for educating hrs Pupil no better. Not long after 
Semes. , follow’d C. Petrmias , rite moft polite, tho* 
not the chafteft of the Roman Writers - T a Perfon who 
had been a great Afliftant to Nero in his Unlawful 
Pleafures, .and one famous for his exquifite Art of 
. p heightning and reiininga voluptuous Lire. His Death 

Wasthc moft remsatafoie inthe World, and moft re- 

fembling the whole Courfe of his Life,in which he 
proceeded with the leaft imaginable Concern, open* 

ing his Veins, and clofing ’em as he thought fit, dif- 

courting with his Friends, not of ferious Matters, or 
of the immortality of th&Soul, but of light and plea- 
fane Things, ail the rime attending to foft Verfes, 
and delicate Love-Songs. So that his Death, tho’ con- 
ttrain’d feem’d cafuat, no Circumftance marking the 
teaft Perplexity of a dying Perfon j and in him it 
might be truly faid, That t* , die is to o*afe living. Be¬ 
tides there dy’dthe Emprefs Poppsea her (elf, who be* 
ing with Child ai)d indifpos’d, Nero kill’d her by a 
Kick with his Foot, for upbraiding him as he re¬ 
turn'd late from driving his Chariot in publick, 

In the Twelfth Year of Nero's Reign, the Jam 
fell into a ddperate Rebellion,having been feverely 
opprefs’d by the Roman Deputies and Governors; 
especially by Floms, who was arriv’d to that De¬ 
gree of Tyranny, as by a publick Crier to give Per 
nutfion to Rob and Steal through the whole Coun¬ 
try, on Condition that he might have pan of the 

Booty. It was nfanifeft that the terrible Vengeance 

ot 
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was now fallen upon 


_ , blinded rhemfelvesa- 

gainft the undeniable Miracles of our Saviour, and 
fhed his innocent Blood, ' which they folemnly im¬ 
precated upon themfelves and their whole Race, 
and brought upon ’em the moft calamitous Misfor¬ 
tunes, and the extreme!! Miferies that ever any Peo¬ 
ple fuffcr’d fince the Creation of the World. For 
fuch intolerable Robberies and Devaluations, and 
fuch barbarous Murders and Maflacres were corn- 
red in all Parts; fuch implacable Divilions and 
lions, and fuch amazing Delufions by falfe Prom¬ 
ts prevail’d among ’em, as after a wonderful 
iner fubverted the Whole State, drew upon ’em 
utmoft Malice of their Enemies, and apparent* 
ly demonftrated the higheft Difpleafiire of Almighty 
God. Notwitftanding thefe Miferies among them- 
, and the MaffaCte of 100000 Jeivs in one 
and 50000 in another, they prevail’d fo much 
ft Ceftius GaUus , Governor of Syria, who was 
gamft ’em, as to expell him Judaa. Nero now 
wanted his General Corbulo, whom he had lately put 
Death, and deliberating whom to fend thither, 
length defign’d Vefpafian , as the only Perfon ca¬ 
pable of fuch a Charge, tho’ he had not long be- 


his Drowfinefs 


Prefence 


upon 


4$ 


ng his Service, and not fearing him by reafon of 
the Meannefs of his Birth and Name, inveftedhim 
with this Office. 

tion, gather’d a mighty Igypt and Sy~ an’/ Expc ■ 

ria, and together ___1__ 

the Province of Galilee , and in a Ihort time ftorm’d the • 
Gadara , deftroying the Town, and putting the Jars JiV,s ' 
to the Sword. Then advancing to Jot a pat a, he 
took that Diace bv Storm, after a clofe Siese of For- 
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being bravely defended by JofetL 
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mous Hiftorian, who has given us a large Account 
of this remarkable Siege, and all thefe Wars, and tells 
-us, that in the Siege alone 49000 Jews perifh’d. % 



ftfbtu was here taken Prifoner, and 
to Neroy but deiiring tofpeak with Vefftfian, fore. 

told him, Tbut be jhe* £ freekirnfrom bis Captivity, but 
fltou'd jurjl be Emperor himfelf After fonle Refreft- 




advanc’dtp^eWa 

Tanch**) of which the former yielded, and was {pa¬ 
red at the Requeft of Apipfa^b ut the latter was ta¬ 
ken by force, and deftroyd, where great Nu 


ben 


jperiftfd,befides 20000 which were 


A* 


lie proceeded with extraordinary Vafour and Con- 

dud againft Gamula and Giicala, with the Hill It* 


'tore. 


burittm, ail which were taken with terrible Slaugh¬ 
ters of the Jews ; and ail Qalilte beingnow reduc’d, 
Vefpajum and Titus return’d to Csefareo* 

During the time of thefe great A£t jops, the in- 
bred Di%mpers of the Rerntm Empire, -which had 

been contra <2 ed by the notorious j^ifaia^agement 
of four fucceeding Princes, began to break out and 
jh frjt dilicoyer. themfelves in their furious EffeSs. the 
grett jkf Romans had, with great Patience and Courage, bom 

cfrRraun t ' ie Calamities proceeding from the fatal biifimula- 
tore, tion of Ttberius , the monftruous Brutality otCaliguU, 

and the dangerous Stupidity of Claudius 5 but the 
raging Fury of Kero having exhaufted all human 
Patience, their was a, general Revolution In Mens 
Minds, and as general a Resolution in a£) their Acti¬ 
ons- This appear’d firft in Gaul, by means of Julius 
Vindtxy oneof that Nation, but of the SenaferUn De¬ 
gree, who commanded the Legjions the/c, and pub- 
lickly protefted againft the A&ionsand Government 
of Nero : which he did with fo little feat of his own 
Lite, that when it was told him. That Nero had frjz i 

Lis Head at ten Millions of Sefierces^ he made -ant WCr, 

Whoever brings Nero’/ Head to me 9 {hall have mine in 
exchange. But, to fliew that he had no ambitious De- 
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ligos of Sovereignty himfelf, he proclaim’^ Seri 
Qalba Emperor, a Per fan eminent for his Illuftri 

Family, with the feveral Charges and Dignities 

had worthily executed 5 who being now Goven 
of Part'of Sp'ftttiy to fecure himfelf from Nero , had 
ven (himfelf foM unaftive and obfcure kind of L 
rmdtxmoK fMr'al Letters to him in Spain , earn* 

ly p^fwading Hun to declare himfelf in favour of Mi 
kind, tgfipfi f u $ * Mmfler as Nero j which was V( 

acceptable tp hJm v tho’ hedurft not proceed but w 
great Caution, till he fully difcover’d the Readin 


and the 


Therefore onaDay appointed for EnfranChifing of 
Slaves, having; his Army, and all the Country about 
him, he fpoke to’em after this manner: My Fellow- 

Soldiers and friends, we are afientbPd to befiow upon o~ 


tbers the great Benefit of Liberty and Freedom y a Benefit 

of which we bfr Jellies' have had butfmall Enjoyment , tbo 
belonging to us by all the Rights of Nature and Fortune. It 
grieves me to fay , but it hinders not every Man from fee - 
ing^ttyat no Slave under the feverefi Mafier , ever endur’d 
a Tear of harder Service than we have jo many tinder 
Nero. What kind, ofExaBion has he not us’d, to fiupply 
with Extortion what he has fpent with Shame ? What kind 
of Cruelty bas 'he not fraclis’d ? Has he not wallow’din the 
Blood of his father, his Brother , his Mother , his Wife, bit 
Mafier, and all who are valiant or virtuous in the Senate, 
City, or Provinces, without any Difiinclion of Age or Sex ? 
All which cry for Vengeance upon fitch a Prince : A Prince ! 
No, an Incendiary , a Singer, a Fidler, a Player, a Carter, 
c Cryer, no Prince, nay, no Man, having a Man to his 
Husband, and a Man to his Wife, but a Monfier of Man- 
Lmd ; againfi whom what Vindex in Gaul has already 
ailed, I well know, and 1 am mofi forty to hear. The 
whole Courfe of my former Life has been far remov'd from 
ambitious and afpirmg Defigns j and I cou’d heartily wijh, 
that the fmall Remainder of my Days were fpent in more 
p-jf \ 'j but fince, by what Misfortune I know net, fame 

L have 
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have impos'd upon me a Part which I never defend to aft, 
and leap of aU at this Age, I will not refufe , with your Af- 
probation , to facrifiee my inform and decrtpid Body for tit 
good of my Country , not as Emperor or AuguftuS, which 
Ga!b« it- J acre * Names I adore at a Diflance, not daring to approach 

cUritm- 'em , but as -The Speech was not finilh*d, when 

Soldiers and People with one common Voi£e in- 
^terrnptmg him, faluted him Emperor. Galba CQfn* 

mending their Zeal to the Good of the Empire, arid 
accepting the Subftance, refus’d the, Title terming 

himfelf Lieutenant of the Senate and People o^ROrhe. 

The firft News of V.index's Revolt came to Nero at 
Naples, in the midft of his Pleafures ■> but he Was fo 
little affe&ed with it, that he feem’d rather ro re¬ 
joice, as having an Occafion of pillaging thofe opu¬ 
lent Provinces by the Right of War: At Supper alfo 
receiving Letters offre/her A dvice, more preiling and 
importunate than the former, he fhew’d no other E- 
motion than a bare threatning the Revolter for ii- 

fiurbing bis Pleafures and Recreat ions } and fo For eight 

Dayscontinu’d without writingor giving any Orders 
about the Publick. A t length the opprobnous Edicts of 
Vindex, fo far awaken’d him, as he writ ro the Senate; 
recommending to the Fathers the Intereft of him¬ 
felf and the Republick, excufing his Ahfencc with 
the Pretence of fome Indifpofinon. But nothing 
mov’d nor inrag’d Nero fo much as Vindex' s catling 
him Unskilful Mufidan , often demanding ofthePcr- 
fons about him, IVhether the ) reaUyknew any in that Prc- 
ftjficr. more skilful than bimjtlf? The Senate receiving 
Nero's Letters, out of Flattery and Fear, judg’d Vin¬ 
dex a Traytor to the State j but urg’d by new Alarms, 
he in a great Fright repair’d to Rome , wherenot cal¬ 
ling the Senate or People together, but fome princi¬ 
pal Men to his Palace late at Night as to conl'ult a- 
bout urgent Affairs, he fhew’d ,em certain Engines 
and Contrivances of Mutick by Water-Inftruments, 
i'agely difcourling of the Nature and Workmanfliip 

ui 
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pf each, and that he fhortly . wou'd produce 'em on the 
Stage, i/V index wou d give %im liberty. But hearing 
fhortly after of the Commotions in Spain , under Gal- 
la, he in a great Rage rent his Clothes, beat his 
Head, crying out. He was undone,his Misfortunes above 
all Trefident , being alive to fee his Empire lofl ! and 

wou’d receive no Comfort till the Senate by Decree 
had declar’d Galba an Enemy to the State. And he 
was fo fordidly infatuated, that even in fo great a 
Diforder of Affairs, he continu’d his former Debau¬ 
ches : and foon after putting Galba's Servants in Pri- 
fon feiz’d his Goods, and expos’d ’em to Sale. After 
that he enter’d upon the moft barbarous and ourra- 
gious Defigns immaginable, refolvingtomaffacreall 
Governors of Provinces, and Commanders of Ar¬ 
mies, lAder pretence of Confpiracies; to deftroy all 
Exil’d Perfons, left they flioufd join wtth the Revol¬ 
ted ^ to murder all the Gauls in Rowe, as Favourers of 
their Countrymen; to give up Gaul to the Plunder 
of his Army to poyfon the whole Senate at an En¬ 
tertainment ; to burn theCity,androrurnout Wild- 
Beafts among the People, that fo obftruCting the ex- 
tinguifhing of the Fire, their DeftruCUon might be 
the more inevitable. But fetting afide thefe Defigns, 
not out out of Compunction or Remorfe, bur out of 
Defpair of effecting ’em, he refolved upon an Expe¬ 
dition in Perfon 3 and among his Preparations his 
principal Care was to procure Waggons convenient 
for the Carriage of his Mufical Initruments for the 
Theater; to cut the Hair of his Concubines, after 
the Faflrion of Men, and to arm ’em like Amazums, 
with Battel-Axes and Shields. 

As in a corrrupt Body, full of malignant Humours, 
the firft Pain that appears draws on the reft, difclo- 
fesold Aches and Strains, and agitates all that is un¬ 
found in the Body i fo in a Government, when it is 
univerfally dillik’d, the firft Diforder endangers a 
Dilfolution of the whole: For this one Attempt of 

L z " Vindex 
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VUtdex not only caus’d the Revolt of the Armies in 
Spam, but fhortly after that of the Legions in Germa¬ 
ny > and other Places, all unanimoufly declaring a- 
gainft the prefent Emperor. Upon which News, Nrn 
being at Dinner, in a defperate Fury tore the Let¬ 
ters, overturn’d the Table, dafh’d two Chryftal Cups 
of great value on the Ground, and calling off all 
Care of his own Prefervation, call’d for Poyfon, 
which he enclos’d in a Golden Box, that his Death 
might be anfwerable to his Condition, and then re¬ 
pair’d to the Scrvtlian Gardens. From thence he dif- 
parch’d the Freed-men, in whottrhehad mod confi¬ 
dence, to prepare his Fleet at Ofiia ; then founding 

jhe Minds of the Tribunes and Centurions of his 

« * • 

Guards, and finding them unwilling to accompany 
him, and one of’em to ask him. Whether it -was Jo 
lard a thing to die, he was quite diftra&ed and con¬ 
founded in his Thoughts and Intentions 5 and he 
.cop’d not refolve whether he (hould addrefs himfelfto 
the Varthians , whom he had lately oblig’d, or to Gal- 
bain a, fupplicatory manner; or whether he (hou’d 
put himfelf in deep Mourning, appear publickly be¬ 
fore the Rofira^ ana with all pollible Humility and 

Dejection implore the Peoples Forgivenefs for what 
was pad, and if they were inflexible, to beg the Go¬ 
vernment of Egjpt. He at laft determin’d to do this, 
but fearing the People (hould tear him in pieces, be¬ 
fore he got to the Place, he deferr’d the Matter till 
the next Morning ; but awaking at Midnight, and 
under (landing that his Guards were retir’d; he leapt 
out of Bed, and lent about for fome of his Friends; 

from whom receiving no Anfwer, he went to their 

Lodgings himfelf, with two or three others. Thus 
the great Monarch of the World, lately ador’d as a 
God, and attended by Thoufands of Friend', Soldi- 
*ers, and Servants, now as a common Page flood 
knocking at Doors, finding all (hut again It his un- 
Tortunare State. And now deiliture of all Aflitlar.ee 

and 
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and Advice from Friends, he return’d back, where 
finding his Chamber rifled, his Servants fled, and his 

Poyfon remov’d, he fought for Sftcillus a Gladiator, 
or fome other, to be flain by him; but finding none, 

he cry’d, ‘Then I have neither Friend nor Foe, and ran 

delperately out, as tho’ he would have thrown him- 
ieli into the River Tiber: Bur making a fudden flop, 
and defiring fome fecrer Place a little to recoiled his 
Reafon, and reaffume his Courage, Phaon his Freed- 
Man offer’d his Houfe four. Miles diftant in the 
Country, which Nero accepted ; and fo accompa- 
ny’d with four Men, of whom Storm was one, he 
fled away meanly Apparalled, and worfe Mounted, 
hiding his Face with an Handkerchief. In his Jour¬ 
ney he was infinitely difmay’d by a violent Trem- 
bling^f the Earth, and prodigious Flaflies of Light¬ 
ning y and pafling by the Camp, he heard a great 
Noife of Soldiers curling him, and wifhing all good 
Fortune and Profperity to Galba. After which, to 
prevent all Difcovery, they forfook the High-way, 
creeping through Briars and Bulhesintoa Thicket of 
Reeds, on the back-lide of Phaon s Farm-Houfe; 
where a Hole was beaten in the Wall, thro’ which 
Nero crept in like a Beall upon ail four, calling him- 
felf upon a mean Pallet in a back Room. 

During Nero's Abfence, the Senate affembl’d, and 
pronounc’d him a mortal Enemy to the Stare, and 

condemn’d him to Death More Majorum, fending in¬ 
to all Parts to leek him, and bring him alive. The 
Account of this Determination was brought to Nero, 
by one of Phaon s Servants, who found him making 
Preparations for his own Death, with a Thoufand 
lervile Sighs and inglorious Tears , repeating feveral 
limes, What an Artifi will tie World Ufel He hearing 
the forrowful News of his Doom from the Senate, 
demanded what More Majorum meant,and what kind 
of Punilhmeut it was ? and underilanding that he 

was to be ftript naked, his Head fatten’d in a Pillory, 
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and in that Fofture to be fcourg’d to Death, he was 
fo terrify’d, that he {hatch’d up a couple of Daggers: 
but after feelingtheir Points, with great trembling h< 
put them up again ,pretending, That bis fatal Hour wai 
not jet come. Sometimes he begg’d and intreated. 
that one of them prefent would inftruft him how tc 
die, by killing themfelves fir ft; greatly deceiving 
hirafelf in defiring fo couragious an Example out ol 
fo debauched a School: Other times he condemned 
his own Pufillanimity and poornefs of Spirit,tili hear¬ 
ing the Noife of fome Horfemen fent by the Senate 
to feek him, he fet a Dagger to his Throat, with 
which, by the Affiftance of Epapbroditus, his Secreta¬ 
ry, he wounded himfelf fo, as he dyed Shortly after 

Before he was quite dead, an Officer came in, and 
pretending he came to his Relief, he flopp’d th< 
Wound with his Cloak, and endeavour’d to ftancli 
the Blood; to whom Nero gave no Anfwer, but, 'Tu 

too late, and. Is this your Fidelity and allegiance ? with 

which Expreffion he expir’d, his Eyes ftrangely fix’d 
and flaring out of his Head, to the wonderful Ter¬ 
ror and Amazement of all that were prefent. This 
was the miferableEnd of Nero, the Sixth Emperor ol 
Rome, who, by his abominable Life, had brought up¬ 
on himfelf all the cruel Misfortunes that could beta! 


a Prince, and upon the State all the dreadful Cala¬ 
mities that could arife from unjuft Tyranny in his 
Life-time, and from inteftine Convulfions, after hi! 
Death. He reign’d thirteen Years, feven Months, and 
tw enty eight Days; and was taken off in the prime 
of his Years, being in the 3 zd Year of his Age, ir 

which Space hisCruelties gain’d him a Name odioui 

not only to his Subje&s, but to all Generations, and 
even to a Proverb; a Punifliment the greateft thai 
can happen to a Prince in this World. He was the 


happen to a Prince in this World 
of the Family of the Cafsrs whi 


Rome, tho’ the following Emperors had the Titles ol 
Cffar- 3 and he dy’d 17 . C. 8xi. A. D. 69. beipg m 

‘ ' fear; 


’dir 
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Years after the Beginning of the Empire by Julius 
Cafar, and 94 after the full Settlement of it by Am- 

gufius. 



CHAP. IV. 

From the Death of Nero, to the Death of 
Vitellius, the Ninth Emperor ; after which 

the Empire became Hereditary a fecond Time. 

Containing the Space of almoQ two T EARS. 

* % * 

I. VT Ever was aniore univerfal Joyand Satisfaction A. D. 

JL\l in Rome, than at the Death of Nero • all Per- 69. 
fons came running into the Sttfcfets to congratulate 
one another, with peculiar Gapson their Heads, fuch 
as Slaves wore when their Matters firft gave’em their 
Freedom 3 and they unanimoufly decreed to create 
Galba Emperor, who was now in Spain, efteeming 
him a Perlon of great Wifdom and Valour. He was 
now feventy two years of Age, and had born Offices 
under four Emperors, wifely prefervinghimfelf from 
the Snares of thofe Tyrants,, tho’ noc wholly from 
their Vices: And he was the firft who receiv’d the Em¬ 
pire from the Hands of the Soldiers, the Senate con¬ 
tenting 3 having himfelf no Affinity or Alliance with 
the Family of the Cafar s, either by Blood or Adopti¬ 
on. Shortly after his being declar’d Emperor by his Galba 
Army, he found himfelf involv’d in many Troubles mi,de £ w- 
and Afflictions, and all his Hopes and Defigns Were ?ertT ' 
near being blafted by an unexpected Diforder among 
feme of his Men 3 for, upon his Approach to the 
Camp, one of the Wings of his Horfe repenting of 
the new Oath they had taken, endeavour’d as much 
as polfible to defert him, and he found it no fmall 

' * L 4 Diffi- 
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Difficulty to keep ’em to their Duty. He likewifc 
with great Hazard efcap’d the Confplracy of feveral 

Slaves, who were purpofely prefented to him by one 
of- Nero's Enfranchis’d Men, and had undoubtedly 
fljdn htmashc pafs’d through a narrow Street to go to 
his Baths, had they not difcover’d themfelves by too 

loudly exhorting one another, Not to omit Jo fair an 
Opportunity. But that which gave Galba the greateft 
Fear and Difquiet at this time, was the uhexpe&ed 
Death of Vindex in Gaul, w'ho kill’d himfelf after the 
entire Defeat of his .Troops by, Rufus Virginia, Com¬ 
mander of the German Legions; which Battle was 
fought through the Ignorance and Miff akes of the Sol¬ 
diers, and againft the Wills and Defigns of the Gene¬ 
rals. The News of this, added to (?*/^’s other Misfor¬ 
tunes, reduc’d bimabnoft to defpair both of bis Life 
and Empire, and-he had once a defign of deftroying 
, hitfafelf ; but timely Advice coming trom Rome, allu¬ 
ring him that Nero was dead, apd all Peopl e had 
fwore Allegiance to him there he immediately laid 

afvde the Name of Lieutenant of the Empire., and af- 
/fum’d the Title of C<tfar. After which, heputhim- 
. felf upon his Way to Rome, in his Imperial Habit, 
with a Dagger about his Neck, and hanging down 
before his Bread ; neither wou’d he appear in a Robe 
oriG0wn, till all fuch as were contriving new Di- 
fturbances were defeated and cut off; as namely, 
' Njmpbidias Sabinm , Captain of the Guards at Rom ; 
Fomtcias Capita, Lieutenant in Germany ; and Clodm 
AUcer in Africk. In his Journey towards Rome, Rufm 
Vtrtmtus, beforemencioned, fent to yield him his 0- 
bedience; who till then had fltewn himfelf wholly 
neutral, in refpgft of any particular Perfon, attend¬ 
ing-the Will and Determination of the Senate. 

As this Emperor approach’d Rome, as it ufually 
happens when Matters are concluded with Hade and 
. Precipitation, the People begap to fhew lefs Satis- 

. ta$ion for hrs Arrival, than they "did for his Elefli 

on j 
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on ; for feveral Rumours were fpread abroad, both 
of his Cruelty and Avarice, by reafon of the unufual 
Rigor he had exercis’d towards fuch Cities of Spain 
and Gaul, which had fcrupl’d to join with him at 

firft, by ppprelBng them with exceflive Tributes, de- 
moli(hiiig ! their Fortifications, and executing their 
Governors, ridt excufing even their Wives and Chil¬ 
dren. Which Reports ia highly difadvantageous to 
an old Man, and a young Prince, were confirm’d 
and augmented at his Entrance into Rome, by his Se¬ 
verity to thofe Sea-Men and Mariners, whom Nero 
had taken from the Oar, and lifted among his Legi¬ 
onary Soldiers 3 for endeavouring to reduce thefenu- 
merous Troops to their former Condition, upon their 
refilling with great Contumacy to fubmit to an Or¬ 
der fo injurious to themfelves, and their infolent de¬ 
manding an Eagle and Military Enfigns, hecommand- 
ed his Horfe-men to ride in among ’em, who kill’d 
7000 3 and not being fatisfy’d with this Punilhment, 
he caus’d ’em to be > decimated afterwards. Befides 
which, he difcharg’d the German Cohorts, which had 
been eftablilh’d by the former Emperors, for a Guard 
to their Perfons, and had given manifeft Teftimo- 
nies of their Allegiance and Fidelity to their Prin¬ 
ces 3 yet notwithltanding he fent ’em to their own 
Country without any Reward, pretending they were 
better affe&ed to Dolabella than himfelf, becaufe they 
had encamp’d themfelves not far from his Gardens. 
Being in Rome, with this fecret Difcontentment, tho’ 
withpublick Joy andSolemnity, he began totakeup- 
on him the Adminiftration and Government of the 
Empire, and did fome Afts as a wife and worthy 
Prince 3 yet thefe were generally lefs acceptable than 
fome others were odious. He took care to reftore all 


jxil’d by Nero, as wc 

rt, to their Country 

Wealth and Eftares. 


He was very 


fevere to all Criminals 3 and being petition’d for a 
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condemn’d Knight, that hemight not fuffer the Death 
of ordinary Maleia&ors, he commanded the Gal¬ 
lows to be painted and finely colour’d, to make it an- 
fwcrabk to Ids Qxality. However, he reprefented 
a molt grateful Spe&aclc to the People, which was 
EUms, Polydetm, Boa#*, Patrobims , Petinm, and others in 

Fetters drawn through the City, and publickly Exe¬ 
cuted, as Inftruments and Minifters. of Nero s Cru¬ 
elties : tho’ he {par’d fome of the moft notorious Of¬ 
fenders for the lake of Money. And he was fo re¬ 
writable for his Avarice, that it is laid, that he wou’d 
_ h and weep when his Table was better furnilh’d 
than ordinary j Vice tho’ incident to his Age, yet 
dangerous to his Circumftances efpecially in refpeft 
of his Soldiers, and was the firft Thing which made 
way for his Ruin. When a large Donative had been 
promis’d to the Soldiers, by fuch as were appointed 
to tender ’em their Oath in his Abfence, he utterly 
refus’d to confirm it, declaring, That be ebofe, but ne¬ 
ver wou’J turebafe hit Soldiers ; which much exaspera¬ 
ted his Men, who in thefe corrupt Times cou’d not 
fuffer any rigorous Difcipline like the ancient Ro¬ 
mans, efpecially from a Prince who fuffer d himlelt 
to be bought and fold every Hour. Moreover, he 
highly provok’d the Praetorians, by calhienng feveral 

of ’em Ihortly after, upon a 

i , i • 

refpondence and Confederacy with Njmpbsdi 

_ _ tobein- 

tirelv manag’d by three FavoaritesVwho having their 

Lodgings with 1 ‘ ‘ '* “ * ’ - - 

in his Prefence 


But that which made this Emperor molt generally 
ted abhorr’d, was his fuffenng himfelft 


aiOVV) vwujj ft-—y 

imonly ftil’d his Pada 


rogues: One was T. Vinius , his Lieutenant in Spam, 
a Man of infatiable Covetoufnefs, another was C. 
Loco, now Captain of his Guards, one who had ren¬ 
der’d himfelf infupporrable by his Pride and Arro¬ 
gance i and the third Icelus, a Freed-Man, who now 
alpir’d to the higheft Command in the Equejirian Or- 




der. Thefe three, whofe Humours and Vices wer£ 
as different as poflible, abus’d the Authority of the 
Emperor with lo much Infolence, that they made 
him appear by the Inequality of his Conduct, both 
odious and defpicable, to that fometimes he fheW’d 
himfelf fevere and rigorous, at other times remifsand 
negligent; condemning fome illuftrlous Perfons un¬ 
heard, and pardoning others without Reafon, as he 
was guided by thefe Perfons. He (till encteafed the 
Peoples Hatred, by revoking the profufe Donatives 
of Nero, which were found to amount to above fe- 
venteen Millions of our Money, and reducing ’eni 
to the tenth Part, giving Commiffion to fifty of thfc 
Elites to collect the Remainder for himfelf; with 
Authority, Thatif any Player or Champion had fold 
what Nero had given ’em, and embezled orfpent the 
Confideration they receiv’d, in that Cafe thev might 
require and recover it of the Perfons who had pur- 
chafed it. Publick Slaves were proclaim’d in all 
Parts, and the Streets thronged with the Confluence 
and Contentions of Officers, Buyers, and Sellers; 
while ne verthelefs there was fome Pleafure in behold¬ 
ing thofe whom Nero had oblig’d, as miferable now 
as thofe whom he had opprefs’d. On the contrary* 
there was nothing but by the Mediation of his Fa¬ 
vourites and Freed Men, he permitted either to be 
bought for Money, or granted for Favour; as Taxes, 
Exemptions, Punilhments for Innocents, Impunity 
forCriminals, and other Pieces oflnjuftice. Among 
others he pardon’d Halo:us and TtgtUinus , two of the 
moft pernicious Inftruments which Nero imploy’d* 
tho’ the People of Rome were importunately follici- 
tous for their Punifhmenr. And as if this was not 


fuflicient to difoblige them, he preferr’d Ha lotus to 
a moft honourable Poll; and appear’d fo publickly 
in the Juftification of Ttgellinus , that he put forth an 
Edict in his favour, and upbraided the People with 
their Severity. Beiides all which disadvantageous 

Cir- 
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Circumftances, his unwieldy old Age render’d him 
contempcibfc to many, fo that almoft every Man 
durft prefume to murmur at his Proceedings, and 
ad any thing againft his Authority. 

Ailairs being in this unfetled Pofture at Rome, thofe 
in the Provinces were in a worfe Condition: For 
fince the Army and Province of Spain had pre¬ 
fum’d to chufe an Emperor without any other Au¬ 
thority, many Mutinies were rais’d, and Fa&ions 
fprung up in moft Parts of the Empire, through 
Envy, pifcontent, or defire of Alteration, but prin¬ 
cipally among the Legions in the upper Germany 
whofe Commander was Rufus Virginius before-men- 
tion’d. Tbefe Legions growing proud and infolent, 
by reafon of the great Victory they had obtain’d 
over Vindtx in Gauf fiiew’d fmall Value or Efteem 
for Orieonim Flaccm , their prefent Commander, and 
Lieutenant to Virginia j and holding themfelves fuf- 
peded, and out of Favour with the Emperor Galbt , 
Decaufe they werethe laft whocameinto his Service; 
they now refolv’d to be the firft who fliould defert it. 
And upon the firft Day of January , wherein they u- 
fually took the Oaths, and paid their Homage of Fi¬ 
delity to their Emperor, they refus’d to fwear to any 
but the Senate5 and immediately difpatch’d a Mel- 
fage to the Pnetorian Cohorts to remonltrate, That thtj 

could not acejuiefce in the Election of an Emperor created it 
Spain, and that the Senate woud proceed to chufe fucb t 
Perjonastbej thought mojt proper. Yet Suetonius tells US, 

that they referr’d the Ele&ion to the Pratorian Co¬ 
horts. The Legions in Lower-Germany were alfo as 
mutinous and difeontented, as thofe in the Upper, 
being particularly excited and encourag’d by their 
Commander ViteUius, who notwithftanding he had 
receiv’d all his prefent Authority from the Hands of 
the Emperor Gallo, began to found the Minds and 
A fiedions of his Soldiers, and violating his Faith and 
Fidelity, endeavour’d by all potfible Methods to 

procuK 
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procure the Empire for himfelf. This ViteUim , who 
afterwards became Emperor, was a Perfon of great 
Reputation and Authority, by reafon of the feverai 
Offices and Magiftracies which he had held in Rome 
and abroad, under the three Emperors, Caligula , 
Claudius'* and Nero, with whom he had been very in¬ 
timate and private, more for his exceffive Vices, and 
fome particular Abilities of his Perfon, than for any 
Virtues Or Excellencies. He was in favour with 
Caligula, for his Dexterity in managing a Chariot j 
with Claudius for his Gaming and Dice, and with 
Nero for the fame Proficiency, and fuch like Quali¬ 
ties. And befides this, as he was very fubtlc and craf¬ 
ty in his Defigns, fo he obtain’d in thofe Days great 
Offices and Dignities, as that of PrxfeB, of the Prieft- 
hood, and alfo to be Proconful in Africk , which Of¬ 
fice he honourably executed ; and laft of all to be 
Commander of the Legions in Lower Germany, the 
Effefts Of which fliall be afterwards related. 

The Emperor Galba being advertifed of all the 
Commotions in Germany, and knowing that befides 
his Age, he was the lefs refpeCted for want of an 
Heir, he refolVed now to put in execution what he 
had formerly defign’d, which was to adoptfome Per¬ 
fon of fuch Age and Authority, as might be defer- 
vedly capable of the Empire, and who in his Life 
might protefit and fupport him, and after his De- 
ceafe fucceed him. His Favourites and fuch as were 
intimate with him, underftanding his Determinati¬ 
on, each of ’em feparately pretended to give him a 
Son of their own chufing, fo that there arofe a great 
Contention among’em upon this Occafion. Otfio 
made great Inrerett, and induftrioully endeavour’d 
to obtain this Adoption, alledging tbs great Service 
he bad done for Galba, as being the fir(l Man of Note 
7Vho came into bis Ajfifiance in Spain, after bo had de¬ 
clar'd againft Nero j and as the Urban and Pnctorian 
Cohorts favour’d him, osadVimus the Emperor^ chief 

Favourite alfifted him, he aimoft affur’d himfelf of 

SucCels. 
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Soccels^ But Gaiks having fully refoived to coofider 
the Publick Good alone, and difliking the Vicious 
Difpofidon of Otbo, which he thought too nearly 
tefembled that of Nero, had no regard to what was 
fboken in his Favour: but upon a prefect day he fern 
Pifo Lscmanus , in whom was a happy Concur* 
rence of thole good Properties neceflary for a Prince 
and Emperor, and taking him by the Hand, in the 
Prefence of fame Friends, among other things he 

laid thus: If tbit ftupcndious Frame of the Roman Em- 
fire coud fulfil without 4 fugle Governor to balance it, 
the liberty of the Commonwealth might worthily have 
doted its Beginning from tut j but now it is arriv’d ts 
tbofe Cucumft^ndts, that mj Age can bent ft the people of 
Rome no -ways imt by finding them a good Succeffor, nor 
your Youth, but by yielding tbcps a good Prime. To fac¬ 
eted by Ele&ien ,. will be inftead of Liberty j and now the 
Julian and Ciaudian Lines have faiPd, Adaption will 
j apply ad Defects : far to he defended from Primes, is tbt 
Work of mere Fortune, and is Jo efteemd j, in Adoptions 
ewr Judgments ore moft incorrupt , and moftrarely abus'd , 
tmd if we will ebufe the moft worthy, the Vme of the Na¬ 
tion points its out the Man. I have fafs'd by ad my own 


ore 


Friends and Companions aj9 Arms , for your fake, not doubt 
ing but you will retain your former yirtues 5 but as to tbofe 
of others, towards you , you will find a Difference j and 
Flattery, the mofi pejiilent Pojfgn of all true Meaning , will 
break in : For fitsce moft Men talk with our Eftate r, rather 
than eur Per fens, it st mutb.tafier to flatter a Prince, tbs» 
ta infirutibim. For your Adminiftration, fet NftO befit 
your Eyes, wbofs Family and defrost could not ffield bins , 
and bis own Infamous Life and Cruelties alone , puff’d bin 
oU of bit Throne, and not Vindex with an unarm'd Pro¬ 
vince, nor I sine ha Jingle Legion , and tbo the Soldiers and 
Senate bad not fo univerfaUy agreed about a Succejfor, the] 
were ad unanimous in bis Ruin. The fureft and ffortejl 
Rule for your Security, is judicioujly to weigh what yes 
your ft If wees’d allow or blame in another Prince: for jot 

have 
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have not here, at in fome Kingdoms, a certain Race bom 
to Sovereignty , and the reft to be Slaves j but you are to 
govern a People which can neither bear Bondage nor Liber¬ 
ty alone, but require a prudent Mixture of both to balance 
the Inconveniences of either. Pifo's Anfwer was full of 
Reverence and Modefty : and in all his Deportment 
there appear’d a Firmnefs and Equality of Mind, be- 

jpeaking him rather able to difeharge, than ambiti¬ 
ous to obtain the Dignity. Immediately a ftetOalba 
with a great Train went with Pifo to the Camp, K /° 
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where he adopted him after the ufual Manner, obli- Gtib» 
ging the Soldiers to fwear Obedience to him, and re¬ 
ceive him for Cafar 5 but gave no Rewards to the Sol¬ 
diers, nor promis’d any, as they expedted: He only 
made a grave and fhort Speech to ’em after the an¬ 
cient Manners, and was coldly receiv’d by ’em, as he 
was likewife by the Senate immediately after; Rome 
being now fo addidted to Briberies and Donatives, 
had loft its ancient Equity and Integrity. 

Galba having made this Adoption, conceiv’d it 
wou’d have been the moft effedhial Means to fe- 
cure his Life and Empire; but it fhortly after prov’d 
the Occalion of his Confufion and utter Ruin. For 
Otbo finding the Hopes of his Adoption wholly fru- , 
ftraced, and perceiving the Soldiers well affedted to- 

wards him, for the extream Hatred they had con- 

ceiv’d againft Galba , refolv’d to effedt his Purpofes 
by Force and Treafon, to which he was excited, not 
only by his Hatred to Galba, and his Envy to Pifo, 
but by the confideracion of his Debts, which were 
now become infupportable from his riotous Life. 

Nor was he afham’d to declare, That if be was not Em¬ 
peror, he eoud not fubfift, and that it was equal to bins whe¬ 
ther he fell by his Enemy in the Field, or by bis Creditors in 

the Courts of Law : Notwithftanding he with fome Dif¬ 
ficulty found Ready Money fufficient to corrupt the 

Tratorian Cohorts; and where that was deficient, he 
fupply’d all with large Promifes, and plaufibleSpcech- 

«.s., 
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es. And in lefs than eight Days, finding the Af- 
fe&ionsof the Soldiers, he ftole lecretiy from the 
Emperor while he was facrifiqing, to an appointed 
Place, where calling the Soldiers together, in a fet 
Speech he began to enumerate the feveral Cruel- 
riesand Executions made by Gal bain fo Ihort Space, 
urging, That theft Things •which others account heinous 
Crimes, are by him term'd gentle Remedies } Cruelty is 
clouted;-with the venerable Name of' Juftice J fordid .A- 
vurice is doll'd provident Sparing j and your Strifes and 
Indignities, true Difdfhne. 'Tis fcarce (even Months 

frtet the Death of Nero, Jcelus* pneff Qalba’i Fa¬ 
vourites, has rak'd together more Treafure than any of 
Ncro’x wicked Instruments had done in , as ■ many Tears. 
And; certainly Vinius himfelf, if b 4 bad been Emfern, 
•wotid have {hewn lefs Covetopfitefs , and morc -.ReJptft , 
even that Vinius who oftreffts us ns Vaffdlsy andtreatsus 
as vile Strangers , wbofe Wealth alone woudybe fujficijpit 
for the Donative , which a fo often cafi feyp&r, Teeth , but 
never paid to your Turfcs. In you alone lies the,prefent.Re¬ 
medyfvr all tbefc Diftempers, and jmceyeu^mylfiving Com - 
portions, hive already given me the Title of Princei I will 
not be coird a private Man j and a Prince Lcannot be , •while 
another poJJe(Jes the Throne. I defire you pet to a Wary I lead 
you not to any dangerous Exploit j the Soldierswtbin areall 
of the fame Mind , and one unarm'd Cohort now guarding tbi 
Emperor, endeavours not to defend him againfi its , but rather 
detains him from efcapingyour Hands 5 and when you frail 
conte in v 'mv , thegreatefi Cmtentionyou can have ii’ith them, 
is, who foots A bo moflforward in my ajpfhance. Attbefinilh- 

ing of this Speech, ihe Soldiers with loud Shouts and 

AcclamationsrookhimupontheirShouIders,cairdhiui 
Emperor 3 and drawing their Swords to give thegreat- 

er Terror to the People, carry’d hint to their Camp. 

Galba in the mean time fufpe&ed nothing of this 
Revolt, and when the News of it was brought to 
him, he was extremely diflieartned and confounded, 

and as his Coanfels were fuel dim and unpremedi¬ 
tated, 
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rated, fo they were unconftant and variable. For 
fome were of Opinion that he ought to put himfelf 
in Arms, and appear in Publick, that his Prefence 
might Item the Torrent of this dangerous Tumult: 
Others, that his greateft Security wou’d be to forti¬ 
fy himfelf in the Capitol, and there to attend the Re¬ 
mit of the whole Diforder. The poor old Emperqr 
continu’d wavering and doubtful what Resolution to 
take, upon the account of the various Meffages and 
Reports which were brought; for fome reprefented 
the Matter as flight and inconfiderable,and others as 
fatal and ruinous. But at laft being deluded by a 
falfe Report of O/Ao’s being flain, he rode arm’d out of 
bis Palace with his Guard, and many Followers, into 
the Grand Forum 5 where infinite Numbers of People 
were gather’d together to fee the Effects of fo furious 
a Combuftion. At the fame Inftanr, on the other 
Side, there enter’d a confiderable Body of Horfe, fent 
from the Camp todeftroy ; who tho’they came 
down with rapid Violence, and with a full Refoluti- 
on of difpatching him, yet upon their nigh Approach 
to him, flood amaz’d, and in a dubious Pofture, for 
a confiderable Time, apprehending the Confequence 
of their fatal Commiflion. At the fame time Galba 
was in thegreateft Confufion imaginable, not know¬ 
ing upon what to refolve, nor what Enterprize 
to undertake ; the Crowds and Throngs of People 
driving him to and fro, with Amazement in their 
Countenances, andfuch a Silence as argu’d great Fear 
and fome portentous Paffion. Galba thus (landing ir- 
refolute whether he fhou’d return to his Palace, or 
retire to the Capitol, having had fufficient Time for 
either j but now miffing his Opportunity, he found 
himfelf unable to do any thing for his Security j For 
being abandon’d by the greateft Part of his Follow¬ 
ers, the Soldiers fent by Otho immediately rulh’d ina- 
mong rhe People and Senate, difperfing and tram¬ 
pling them under Foot; and approaching Galba, he 

M ftretch’d 




Galba ftretch’d out his Neck, as Plutarch relates it, bidding 
fisiniMtbt t han Strike it off, if tt were for the Good of the Coimnon- 

Fonun. j£ ora j n p^ e • which was immediately 

perform’d, and his Head fet on the point of a Lance, 
and prefented to Otb*, from whence it was contemp- 
tuouily carried about the Camp, his Body remaining 
in the Streets till it was buried by one of his Bond¬ 


A*i elf*. 
Pifo. 


men. This was the fatal End of Sergius Galba , the 

Seventh Emperor of Rome, in the feventy third Year 
of his Age, after a fliort Reign of Seven Months 3 a 
Perfon who had gain’d the Empire unjuftly, govern’d 
it injurioufly, and loft it fuddenly. His Death was 
accompanied with the Slaughter of many other Per- 
fons, particularly of his three Favourites, Viniut, Laco , 
and Icelms , who had haftned if not effected his Ruin 3 
and likewife with that of his adopted Son Pifo , whofe 
Death Otbo moft of all delir’d, and whofe Head he 
gaz’d on with a Joy and Satisfaction moft unbecom¬ 
ing his aflumed Character. 



II. On the lame Day that Galba was thus mur¬ 
der’d in the Forum, the Senate and People, now but 
the Dregs of their Anceftors, ran all by Heaps and 
Multitudes ro the Camp, contending and prefling 
who fhould be moft forward, effacing the Memory 
of Galba, extolling the Judgment of the Soldiers, 
and with great Flattery kilting the Hand of Otbo 3 
and the lets their Hearts and AffeCtions were to¬ 
wards him, fo much the more were their Geftures 
and outward Proteftations. Otbo was now thirty 
eight Years of Age, a Perfon Valiant and Witty, 
of an ancient and honourable Family, and a great 
Favourite to Nero 3 but more for the Conformity of 
their Humours and Vices, and the Beauty of his Wife 
Toffxa, than for his worthy Executing of fome conli- 
derable Offices with which he was intruded. Otbo 
now finding himfelf thus highly congratulated, and 
(urrounded by Senators and the principal Nobility of 

Rente) 
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Rome, immediately went to the Senate, which was 
aflembled by the Praterian PrafeB of the City, where 
befides the ordinary Salutations and Applaufes, they Otho 
gave him the Title of Augufius , and ail the other made &»• 
Titles and Preheminences which the other Emperors f trtr ‘ 
ever obtain’d. And having there made a brief Ora¬ 
tion, wherein he told the Fathers, That he took upon 
him the Empire rather by Compuljion and the Conflraint of 
others, than by bis own choice and feeking, promifmg to go¬ 
vern the fame by the Counfel and Advice of the Senate., he 

went from thence through the Forum, which was all 
cover’d with Blood and dead Bodies, to the Capitol ., 
and from thence to the Imperial Palace : And thus 
was Otho the fir ft Emperor, who was advanc’d to this 
Honour by Means of the Praetorian Guards, which 
gave ’em Occafion frequently to a (fume the Autho¬ 
rity of creating Emperors Afterwards j a pernicious 
Precedent for the Roman Empire, and for the Empe¬ 
rors themfelves, as Time and Experience manifefted. 

Otho , contrary to the Expectation of many, deferr’d 
his Pleafures, diflfembl’d his Riot, and luxurious Life, 
and order’d all Things that was fitting for the Honour 
of the Empire. And firft he commanded Marius Cel- 
/»» who had been highly advanc’d by Galba , to be 
brought into the Capitol j expecting by pardoning fo 
great a Man, and fo odious to his Party, to purchale 
the juft Title of Clemency in the Beginning of his 
Reign, celf ms being call’d, fearlefly confel’s’d the 
whole Accufarion of Fidelity to Galba, freely avert¬ 
ing, That Princes ought rather to reward fuch Examples j 

and Otho admitting the Defence as juft and vertuous, 
immediately advanc’d him next to himfelf.This A&, 
with the juft punifhment of Tigellinus , Nero's chief 
Inftrument of Impurity, and his generous Reftorati- 
onaf the Perfons and Goods of all fuch as had been 
unjuftly exil’d by Nero, gain’d himfo much the Love 
and AfteClion of the People of Rome, that they con¬ 
tinu’d true and faithful to him to the End of his fhort 
Reign. M z While 
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Vltellins the Affairs of Rome were tranfa&ed 

made £je- Manner, the Legions in the Lower Germany, 

pcror tj the been purchas’d by the large Gifts and fpecio 

German mifes of VhtUim. after fame Treaties andlmr 


sns. 


for Outran,concluded tocreatehim Emperor,which 
they effected, without attending the Will and Plea- 
lure of the Senate, about thirteen Days before Galbd% 
Death. The fudden News of which put Otho into a 
great Confternation, and the City to no ftnall Con¬ 
cern, well knowing that nothing but the Sword, and 
the Blood of fo many Romant could determine this 
famous Conteft, the Pretenfions being plaufible on 
both Sides. The German Legions pretended, That they 


Authority 



fm 


tful Poffejfu 


ided. That they had the Supreme Power, 
rfied the abfolute Authority tocbufeand i 


»/Otho 

cede. And though Otho by this Means had the moft 
powerful Intereft, and the moft fpecious Title; 
yet whether his guilty Confcience threw him into 
timerous Apprehenfions, or his difcompos’d Temper 
caus’d him to dread the Miferies of a Civil War, he 
fought by large Promifes to come to a Compofition 
and Agreement with Vitellius 3 but nothing was con¬ 
cluded to the Satisfa&ion of either Party, and the 


veral 


daily increafing both 
War. It was fuppos’d 

ns from Vitellius were < 
learn how the Par 


whereupon 
and Apprehenfions 

free fro _ __ 

Countenances according as the News was favourable 
or formidable from abroad 3 and in the Senate no¬ 
thing was lb difficult as an even and prudent Carrh 
ageinthefenice and perillous Times 3 Silence would 

be 
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be reckoned for Contumacy, Freedom of Speech for 
Infolence, and Flattery was too well known to Otbo, 
who having been a Courtier, was too skilful in the 
Practice of it himfelf. The Cares and Fears of the 
City were much augmented by the great Preparati¬ 
ons of Otbo, and the Dilabilities of the Nobility and 
Gentry in the Affairs of War: The chief of the Se¬ 
nate were grown old and impotent, wanting both 
the Power and Vigour of Soldiers; the Nobility were 
flothful, cover’d with the Ruft of a long Peace, and 
forgetting the Fatigues of a Camp; the Equites were 
diflolv’d in Eafe and Luxury, and ignorant in mili¬ 
tary Service, which the more they endeavour’d to 
conceal, the more they betray’d their Fears. The wi- 
fer fort began to Ihew great Concern at the Miferies 
and Perturbations of the Commonwealth; but the 
inconfiderate were fwell’d with vain Hopes and ex¬ 
travagant Opinions; and many Perfons, Bankrupts 
in Peace, in thefe Troubles began to make the great- 
eft Appearance; they being fafeft, when the State 
was in the greateft Danger and Diforder. 

During the Time of thefe Preparations, Otbo re¬ 
ceiv’d Advice that Vitellius’s Forces were upon their 
March towards Italy, under the Conduct of two 
Commanders call’d Valent and Cxcinna ; whereupon 
Otho departed from Rome with a fair Army, conlift- 
ing of the Roman Nobility, the Fratonan Cohorts, 

the Legions out of the Fleets upon the Italian Coafts, 
and fuch others as he could levy in that Time. In 
this manner he began his March from the City, very 
powerful asto Numbersof Men, tho’generally unac- 
cuftomed to War, leaving for the Government of 
Rome , Flavins Sabinas, Brother to Vefpajian, who was 
then injW^,and had fworn his Army to Otbo, and 
fo continu’d his March againft Vitellius, whofe Forces 
were already arrived -at the Alpes, to the number ot 
70000 Men, whereof 40000 were commanded by 
Vfllens, and the reft by Cacinna^ Vitdllrv himfelf re- 

M .3 maimng 
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maining in Gaul, in expeftationof more Troops from 
Germany, and the Legions from Britain. Upon the 
nigh Approach of thefe numerous Annies this fatal 
Civil War was begun, or rather that begun by Vindex 
and Galba againft Nero was continu’d j which Occa- 
fion’d many to make melancholy Reflexions upon 
the Wars between Julius Cafar and Pompey, and be¬ 
tween Augustus and Antony , wherein fo much Roman 
Blood was flied; from which fatal Miferies the State 
had been free for almoft an hundred Years, tho’ not 
from thofe of Tyranny and unbounded Ambition, 
the general and almoft certain Fore-runners of the 
other. Otbo of late had been much troubled with 
unufual Dreams and difmal Apprehehfions, and ’tis 
reported, that one Night fetching feveral profound 
Sighs in his Sleep, his Servants ran haftily to his 
Bed-fide, and found him upon the Ground , after 
which he ufed many Expiations to appeafe the Ghoft 
of Galba , which feem’d to beat and pulh him rude¬ 
ly out of the Bed. However, he proceeded with 
great /hew of Courage, and arriving at the City of 

BrixeBum on the River To, he remain’d there, fend¬ 
ing his Forces before him, under the ConduX of 
worthy Commanders, particularly Suetonius and Cel- 
Jus ; .who were very little refpeXed by the Soldiers, 
being grown proud and infolent with the Thoughts 
of creating an Emperor, imagining that no Man 
left chan he ought to have Command over them. 
The like want of Obedience was in the Armies of 
Vi tells us, and upon the fame Account j and both 

Parties proceeded with fuch Hafte and Precipitation, 
that betides Skirmifhes and other Encounters, in a 
tew Days Space, three confiderable Battels were 
fought j one nigh Placentia , another nigh Cremona , 
and 3 third nigh a Place call’d Cafior ; in all which 
Otbo and the Remans had the Advantage, tho’ the 
Word on both tides'was, Rome and the Empire ! 

Shortly after this, Valpts and Ceecinna, who till 

now 
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now had adied feparately, joynedall their Forces 
together, ftrongly re-enforcing their Army with new 
Supplies from Teveral Parts j now refolving to ha¬ 
zard all in one generrl Battel, if the other Parties 
refufed them not. About which time, Otho very 
joyful for the Advantages gain’d by his Generals, 
came to his Army at Bebriacum, a Village between 
Cremona and Verona j and finding the Enemy, not* 

withftanding their late Lofles, very forward ro give 
him Battel, call’d a Council of War to determine 
whether to protradl the War, or hazard a Battel. 

Suetonius, Celfus, and the moft experienc’d Comman¬ 
ders declar’d, That it was their Opinion , That protract* 
ing theWarwas much, the wifefi and fafejl Courfe, Jince the 
wholeForce andPowerofVitcUiuS were arrived, and were 
now in want of many NeceJJaries, which obliged them to 

offer Battel as their fpeediefi way of fupplying themfelves: 

On the contrary, Othoh Army was well provided of all 
Things, and Italy, and the Senate and People of Rome at 
his Devotion, Names which were never quite- darken d, thd 
fometimes objeured. Moreover feveral Provinces had re¬ 
volted from Vitell ills, whereas all his Provinces food firm 

to him j and the Legions in Pannonia, Mcefia and Dal¬ 
matia, were now upon their March to his Aid: So that he 
had no Reafon fo often and fo rafisly to tempt his Fortune , 
and therefore he ought to weary out his Enemy by Delays, or 
tarry for a greater Power, where there could be no doubt 

of Victory. But fome others, whofe unexperienced Heat 
and mifguided Vigour made them too defirous of a 

Battel, declared, That nothing but that could end the Mi- 
feries of the State, protefiing that Fortune and all the Gods, 
with the God-head of Otho’ favoured the Defign, and 
would undoubtedly profper the Enterprise j defeending to 
thisgrofs and extravagant Flattery, to prevent others 
from crolfing their Opinion. Otho inclined wholly to 
the latter, approved of their Counfel, and comman¬ 
ded the fame to be put in Execution j for he was fo 

extreamly uneafie under this War, that he thought 

M 4 it 
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k a lefc Ponifliment to lofe a Victory, than to be con¬ 
tinually rack’d with Fears and Sufpences. After-which 
it wasigpfeed. That tbe' Emperor fhould not ferfonally he m 
the Battle, fo that bang free from the doubtful Events of 
the Field, be niigbt referve bimfelf for the main Fortune of 
the State ; and he retiring to Brixellum , his Army ad* 
vanc’d towards the Enemy, who lay encamp’d not 
far diftant. Otic’s Soldiers were generally Men of no¬ 
ble Prefence, ftrong and valiant, but had but fmall 
Experience in the War; on the contrary, thofe of Vi~ 
tellius were not only more numerous, but were old 
difciplin’d Men, and train’d up in Arms from their 
Youth. Yet the Otbonians tho' they were at firft de¬ 
ceiv’d and ahnoft confounded with a falfe Shew of 
Accommodation from their Enemies, attack’d them 
with great Courage and Bravely, and at the firft On- 
fet flew all the firft Rank, and won the Eagle, the Bat¬ 
tel continuing cruel and bloody on both fides. The 
Armies were extreamly incumber’d with Trees and 
Hedges, fo that they were oblig’d to fight with but 
fmall Regularity, bearing down upon onp another, 
Body to Body, Buckler to Buckler, hewing their 
Way with their Swordsand Battle-Axes, after acon- 
fus’ddreadfulmanner,each Manfuriouily contending, 
as if the Event of the whole War depended upon his 
own (ingle Valour. At length the Vitellianifts, both 
by their Numbers and Skill gain’d upon the Flank 
of their Enemies, and the Pratorian Cohorts imme¬ 
diately betook themfelves to flight; which (hortly 
after caufed the intire Defeat of the Otbonians, who 
Orhoh fl e d towards Bebriicum with great Confufion, and 
jirmyover-z. miferable Slaughter made by the Enemy, who 
tbrnm. thought it no Advantage to take many Piifo- 

ners. 

w . - In the mean time Otho at Brixellum waited for the 

News of the Battle with great Impatience ; and one 
of the firft who brought him an Account of it was 
a Common Soldier, who being tax’d with Falfhood 

and 



Chap. IV. O T H O VIII. i 6 g 

and Cowardice by fome Perfons about the Emperor, 
he immediately fell upon his Sword at Otho s Feet ; 
at the fight of which he cried out. That be would caufe 
the Ruin of no more of fucb 'valiant and worthy Soldiers ! 

the Soldiers ardent Affe&ion was fuch, that they 
fta y’d not for any Comfort or Encouragement from 
their Emperor, but gathering all about him, endea¬ 
vour'd to animate, and revive his Courage, telling 
him, That there were fill Forces fufficient both for bis Re¬ 
venge and Security, and they would fuffer all imaginable 
Perth and Extremities for hu fake. They who ftood at 
a great diltance, litr up their Hands, and befought 
him j the neareft embrac’d his Knees, efpecially Plotius 
Firmus , the Praetorian Prafecl, befeeching him Not to a- 

bandon fo true and deferving Soldiers, f > loving and faithful 
an Army 3 averring, That it was a greater Infiance of 
Magnanimity to fufiain , than to avoid the heavy Shock 
of Fortune 3 that brave and valiant Men fupport themfelves 
by Hope againft Fortune 3 while cowardly and impotent Spi¬ 
rits by Fear, are fuddenly driven to Dejpair. But not all 
their Perfwafions and Intreaties, nor all the apparent 
Probability of Succefs, if he would continue the War, 
could in the leaft divert him from that Refolution he 
had now taken 3 a Refolution fo generous in its Na¬ 
ture, that tome Authors think it rather the Effect of 
fomefudden Infpiration, than of any thing that could 
pioceed from a Temper fo foft, and a Life fo effemi¬ 
nate as his. Having made filence, he couragioufly 
fpoke to them after this manner : I efieem this Day as 

far more happy and glorious than that wherein you made me 
Emperor, fince it has manifejled fuch fenfible Tokens of your 
Love and Affection, and fuch incontefiible Proofs of your 
Duty and Loyalty 3 therefore I kefeech you not to deny me 
this Favour, which is, to Joffer me to diejujlly and honou¬ 
rably for the Safety of jo many brave Soldiers and worthy 
Citizens as you are. There can be no Occajion for tbofe Le- 
I gions and Forces coming to my Ajfifiance, fince the Enemy is 
peitbet Hannibal nor Pyrrhus 3 therefore to hazard your 

Virtue 
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Vcrtut and Valour in Dangers wholly needlefs, is too dear a 
Turchafe of Life ; and the greater Hopes you have of Succefs, 
the more honourable will he my Death, as being voluntary, 
and not by amp Constraint. Afore your felves, 1 bad rather 
die than reign Emperor, fince lean never fo much advance 
the Roman State by Wars and Bloodflied, as by facrijking 
my ftlffor tbtTeace of it j and whereas others have pur cha¬ 
fed Fame and Glory by their wed-governing and fupporting 
the Empire , I may reafonably expect a Name for leaving it, 
rather than to permit my Ambition to weaken or defiroy it. 
And therefore l defire that you would take this as an undoubt¬ 
ed Proof of my Courage and Reflation, that I make no Com¬ 
plaints of bard Fortune or ill Succefs j for to blame either 
Gods or Men, implies a mean and indirect Defire of Living. 

After this Speech, in a courteous manner, he de- 
fir’d the old Men, and requir’d the young to yield 
themfelves to ViteBim as foon as poflible, left by De¬ 
lays they provok’d his further Difpleafure. Then re¬ 
buking the unreafonable Fears of thofe about him, 
without any alteration in his Countenance, or figns 
of Fear in his Speech, he retir’d to his Chamber j 
where he writ two confolatory Letters to his Sifter, 
and one to Mejfalina , whohad formerly been marry’d 
to Nero, and whom he had defign’d for his own, re¬ 
commending his Memory and Allies to her. After 

this he burnt fuch Letters and Papers as might be pre¬ 
judicial to any Perfon afterwards, and diftribured 
what Money and Jewels he had among his Friends 
and Domefticks. Being prepar’d in this manner, and 
refolv’dto die, a Tumult ariiing, he perceiv’d the Sol¬ 
diers flopping and upbraiding thofe who were going 
away, as Traytors and Deferters of their Sovereign, 

Nay then, faid be, Let us add this Ntgbt to our Life , and 

forbadallVioler.ce to be us’d commanding hisCham- 
ber to be left open till it was very late, and ordering a 
free entrance to all who defir’d to lee him. Auer 
which, the Doors beingfecur’d, and having quench’d 
his Thirft with a draught of cold Water, he took 

two 
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two Daggers, and having try’d and chofen the (harp- 
eft, he laid it under his Pillow, and fell into a pro¬ 
found Sleep; but awaking about break of Day, and 
feeing one of his Servants remaining, he commanded 

him to retire, and taking the Dagger, gave himfelf Q t h o kills 
a mortal Stab on the left Side, and with a Angle himfelf. 
Groan ended his Life. This was the remarkable 
End of O tho, the Eighth Emperor of Rome, but three 
Months and five Days after he had traiteroufiy mur- 
ther’d his Prince, and ufurped the Empire; a Perfon, 
as Tacitus writes, who by two Adis, one the moft de- 
tcftable, and the other the moft laudable, equally de- 
ferved Infamy and Renown among Pofterity. Moft 
of his Soldiers who were prefent about him, after 
they had kifs’d his Hands and his Feet, and given him 
the Charadter of a moft couragious and magnani¬ 
mous Emperor, kill’d themfelves about his Funeral 
Pile, and many who were abfent, underftanding 
the Manner of his Death, were fo deeply and fenfi- 
bly affedted, that they flew one another. Finally, ma¬ 
ny who, while he was living, detefted and abhorred 
him,now as much applauded and extolled him; and 
it grew to a common Opinion and Difcourfe among 
the People, That he depos'd Galba not fomucb out of Am¬ 
bition, as to re ft ore the Liberty of the Commonwealth . 

However, his great Care for the good of the Pub- 
lick, had gain’d him the Affedtion of the Senate and 
People of Rome , notwithftanding all his Perfonal 
Vices; which may ferve for one Inftance to mani- 
feft the great Facility of any Prince’s gaining the 
Hearts of his Subjedts. 

III. Shortly after the Death of Otho, all the Sol- J. D. 
diers, both Legionary and Praetorian , repair’d to the 70, 
Lodgings of Virginias. Commander of the German 
Legions, earneftly begging him, To take upon him the 
Name of Emperor, offering him their utmoft Service and 
AJJiffattce j and if he thought fit not to accept of their Em - 

fret 
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{ lire, that be wou d pleafe to be their Ambajfador to Va- 
ens and Cxcinna, in order to obtain their Pardons. Vir¬ 
ginia aUedged, That it wou d be a high piece of Indifcreti- 
on, as well as Prefumption , to accept of the Empire from 
the Hands of a vanquijh’d Army, having refus'd the fame 
of the German Legions before Nerob Death , at a time 
when his Succefs would have been almofl unquejlionahle ; 

bat finding the Soldiers eager and tumultuous, he 
gave’em fome hopes of being their AmbalTador and 
Mediator,’dll he had retir’d into his Lodging, from 
whence he fuddenly withdrew toa private Palace,till 
their Fury had fpent it felf, But Rubrius Gallus , a 
Perfon of conliderable Note, immedialy undertook 
the Embafly to VtteHiuPs Captains, where Peace and 
Pardon was obtain’d for all the Soldiers and Com¬ 
manders overthrown at Bebriacum , as alfo for rhofe 
Senators who had accompany’d Otbo, and were now 
at Mutina. And at Rome , as foon as the Death of 
Otbo was publilh’d there, Flavius Sabinus. Prsfeft 
of the City, aflembl’d the Senators, who tho’ they 
ViteUlas hated T^stellius, immediately pronounced him Empe- 
madt Em- ror with the ufual Solemnities, giving him the Title 
f T “ r ' of Augusts, and Pater PatrU-, with other honourable 

Epithets, refolving to return great Thanks both to 
him and his Army for what- they had done. Tho’ 
at the fame time Italy was feverly harrais’d by the 
Soldiers, who committed fuch Robberies and Out¬ 
rages, as exceeded all the Oppreflions of the moll 
calamitous War j and in their Infolencies they made 
no diftinction between Perfons or Things facred or 
profane. ViteUius was then in Gaul , and that he might 
do fome memorable Aft of Juftice before he went 
to Rome, he caus’d all the Pratorian Cohorts, who 
had been Inftruments in Galba's Death, and Otho's 
Advancement, to be difarm’d and depriv’d of the 
-Name and Honour of Soldiers, commanding alfo 
110 of the mo ft Guilty to be put to Death, whom 
he difcover’d by their demanding a Reward for 

killing 

♦ 



Chap. IV. VITELLIUS IX. i 

killing of Galba. By which honourable Adi he gave 
great hopes of an excellent Prince; but he immedi¬ 
ately let loofe the Reigns of the former Vices and 
Extravagancies; infomuch that he deierv’d to be 
ianked amongft the word of Princes, and the word 
of Men. Asfoon as he began his Journey for Rome, 
he rode through the Cities and Towns with all ima¬ 
ginable Pomp and Pride. He dirred not upon the 
Rivers, but in his painted Galleys, curioufly adorned 
with Garlands and Flowers, and profufely furnilhed 
with the mod exquifite Delicacies and Provocatives 
to Gluttony- and in all his Journey there was no 
Order or Difcipline either among his Soldiers or Ser¬ 
vants, he himfelf being highly pleas’d with their con¬ 
tinual Rapines and Infolencies, how infupportable 
foever. For they were not fatisfy’d with devour¬ 
ing all Places with Free Quarter, but they Enfran¬ 
chis’d Slaves, beat, wounded, and ravifh’d at their 

pleafure. Upon his Arrival at Bebriacum, where the 
lad Battel was fought, he was very defirous of feeing 
the Place, where were great Numbers of fcarrered 
Bodies torn in Pieces, Limbs difmally mangled. Fi¬ 
gures of Horfes and Men putrify’d, and the Air and 
Ground tainted with Stench and Blood, all which he 
view’d with infinite Pleafure and Satisfaftion; and 
when feveral of his Train (hew’d great Uneafinefs 
for the noifome Smells,heimpioufly told’em. That a 

dead Enemy [metis well, but a dead Citizen better : Yet 

immediately to correct and qualify the naufeous 

Scents, he call’d for large Quantities of Wine, and 
drinking publickly, he with the like Vanity didri- 
buted the red among his Soldiers. 

Vitellius being arriv’d at Rome, as in his Journey 
infinite Ravages and Outrages were committed by 
the various Nations which accompany’d him, fo his 
Entry with fuch a numerous Army became a for¬ 
midable Spectacle to the City, for he entered it as 
into a conquer’d City, mounted upon a noble 

Courfer, 
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Courier, adorn’d with his Military Habiliments, the 
Senate and People of Rome going before him, as tho’ 
he had triumph’d over’m, himielf furrounded with 
Standards and Colours, and his Army marching after 
him in a confus’d diforderly manner. In this ill Or¬ 
der he march’d up to the Capitol to facrifice to Ju¬ 
piter •, from whence he repair’d to the Imperial Pa¬ 
lace; and the next Day commanding the Senate to 
be ailembled, he made a fulfome Speech, extrava¬ 
gantly magnifying and extolling his own Adts, pro- 
mifing extraordinary Advantages from his Admini- 

llration, and was humbly anlwer’d by them* obey’d 
and honour’d as Emperor, and their Sovereign Lord. 
Departing from the Senate towards the Palace, he 
was met with the BodyoftheCommons, who having 
been accuftom’d to flatter all in Authority, without 
confideringTruthorFalfliood, highly applauded and 
blels’d their new Emperor; and when he deny’d the 
Name of Augufius, they conftrain’d him to accept of 
it; and he now took it with as much Vanity, as he 
had before refus’d it. Thefe firft Solemnities being 
finifh’d, he immediately after caus’d himfelf to be 
chofen Fontifex Maximus, and to be made perpetual 
Conful; and took upon him fuch Honours and Digni¬ 
ties as he thoughc good, commanding Magiftratesto 
be chofen ten Tears before they enter’d upon their 
Offices; which Arbitrary Proceedings foon procur’d 
him the Hatred of the City. And thinking by his 
Induftryto have prolong’d his Life, he banifh’d from 

Rome and Italy all the Judicial Aftrologers call’d Ma¬ 
thematicians, becaufe they had faid, That bis Reign 
jkould not continue a Tear compleat ; andhe wasfo high¬ 
ly incens’d again ft ’m, that if Information were 
made againft any one of that Proteflion, he imme¬ 
diately order’d him to be Executed, without hearing 
ofthe Party. Shortly after the publifhing of his Ed fet 
for their Baniihment by the firft of October, a Wri¬ 
ting was fet up in the Forum to this effect: IVe, in the 

Natnt 
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Name of the ancient Chaldacans, given warning to Vi- 
tellius Germanicus to defart the World by the Calends of 
the faid Odtober. That it might appear to all, what 
Example he defign’d to follow in his Government, 
he publickly facrific’d to the Manes of Nero , in a 
general Aflembly of the Priefts in the Campus Mc(t~ 
ms : And at a folemn Feaft, being much pleas’d 
with a Perfon playing upon the Harp, he comman¬ 
ded him to ling fomething in the Praife of Domiti- 

us 5 whereupon the Harper beginning one of Nero’s 

Songs, he immediately leap’d up, and gave the firft 
Tokens of Applaufe. 

In this manner Vitellius began his Empire, his Sol- 
dsers having leave to take their Fill of the Debauche¬ 
ries of the Town ; fo that in a fliort time their Bo¬ 
dies were wafted, and enfeebled by Lazinefs, and 
their Spirits broken by Luft and Luxury. The prin¬ 
cipal Affairs of State were manag’d by the Counfel 
or Capricio of Players, Charioteers, and fuch con¬ 
temptible Perfons, among which Afiaticus his Freed¬ 
man, and memorable for nothing but his infamous 
Life, had a principal Place. He now abandon’d him- 
felf to fuch Luxury and Profufenefs, to which he had 
been accuftom’d in the Reigns of Caligula and Nero $ 
cfpecially to Gluttony, the abominable Excefs where¬ 
of turn’d him to a very Monfter: For he ufually eat 
four or five Meals each Day ; and the better to fu- 
ftain that courfe of Life, he brought his Body to a 
Habit of Vomiting whenever he pleas’d. All his Meals 
were prodigioufly expenfive, tho’ they were not al¬ 
ways at his own Charge ; for he frequently invited 
himfelf to his Friends, to Breakfaft in one Place, to 
a Dinner in another, to a Supper in a third, all in the 

fame Day; and they generally entertain’d him after 
fuch a fumptuous Manner, that each Treat feldom 
coft lefs than Ten Thoufand Crowns. But the mod 
memorable Supper made for him was by his Brother, 
at his firft Arrival at Rome , in which were two Thou¬ 
sand 







{and feveral Diihes of Filh, and feven Thoufand of 
Fowl ferv‘d up, the moft valuable that cou’d be pro¬ 
cur’d: Yet his own Profufenefs exceeded all this at 
the Dedication of that Charger, which, by reafon of 

its vaft Capacity, he term’d Minerva's Target i in 

which was a rich Olio made of the Sounds of the Fiflx 

call’d Scanty the Brains of V Leaf ants and Peacocks, the 
Tongues of Birds call’d Pheenicopterus , and the Spawn 
of Sea-Lamprejs, brought from the Carpathian Sea to 
the furthermoft Coafts of Spain. For the making of 
this prodigious Charge, he took care to have a Fur¬ 
nace nuilt on purppfe in the Fields. Nor was he more 
infariable than unfeafonable in his Gluttony, not 
beingable to contain himfelf, during the time he was 
at Sacrifice, from plucking the Entrails, Corn, and 
Meal, half-road: and parch’d, out of the Fire, to de¬ 
vour’em. Tacitus reports, that no Perfon in this Em¬ 
peror’s Court, fought to raife themfelves by Verrueor 
Abilities j the only way to Preferment, being by 
profufe Banquets and fumptuous Treats made to the 
Emperor ; who confidering nothing but the prefem 
Enjoyment of his Pleafures, in four MOnths time 
wafted above feven Millions of our Money, and 
ruin’d many Cities and Families; fo that Jofephut 
tells us, that if he had Reign’d long, the whole Em¬ 
pire would not have been fufEcient ta have main¬ 
tain’d his Gluttony. I 

During thefe Pleafures, and afterwards, he execu-l 
ted barbarous Cruelties, fuch as demonftrated, thaa 
JNero was his Fxample $ and he was fo eagerly bena 
towards alllanguinary A< 5 ts, that he punilh’d all fortl 
of Petrie with Death, and upon the fmaSieft Occa-I 
lions. There was no Fraud nor Hypocrilie which hJ 
left unpra&is’d, todeftroy fuch Penons of Quality aj 
had formerly been his Affociates and School-Fellows 1 
carefling them at firft, and giving them a Share in rhl 
Government, till he Ihortly found Pretences to ruiij 
cm. And going to vifit one of ’em in a violent Fej 

veil 
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ver, upon his defiring to drink, he mingled Poyfon 
with Cold Water, and deliver’d it to him with his 
own Hands. Hefeldom or never excus’d fuchUfu- 
rers, Scriveners, or Publicans as demanded Payment 
of his former Debts j of which Number one coming 
to falute him, he commanded him to be put to death 
immediately ; but his Mind fuddenly changing, he 
fent for him back: But as this Adlion was applaud¬ 
ed by thofe about him as a fignal piece of Clemency, 
he caus’d him to be executed before his Face, de¬ 
claring, That he defgnd only to feed bis Eyes with the 
Spectacle. Having condemn’d another to Death, he ex¬ 
ecuted his two Sons with him, only for their prefu¬ 
ming to intercede for their Father. A Roman Knight 
likewife beinghal’d away'tohisPuniflunent, and cry¬ 
ing out to the Emperor, That he had made him his Heir j 
he caus’d him to produce his Will, and finding him- 
felf only Co-Hair with another Friend of the Tefta- 
tor’s, to make the Inheritance fully fecure, he com¬ 
manded both to be executed. He likewife put feve- 
ral of .the meaner fort to Death, only for deriding 
the Colours of fome Charioteers whom he favour’d, 
fuppofing that they did it in contempt of him, and 
that they durft not have been fo audacious, but upon 
the hopes of a Revolution. He was fufpeCted alfo 
to have been accdfary to his, Mother’s Death, having 
commanded that no Meat Ihou’d be given her, under 
Pretence it wou’d injure her, by reafon of her Sick- 
nefs; being induc’d to this by the Predictions of an 
old Woman, whom he believ’d as an Oracle, and 
who had told him, That if he furviv d his Mother , he 
Ihou’d ifrfn many Tears in Happinefs and Security . Thefe 
horrid Vices only feem’d to put him in mind of his ’ 
exalted State, for elfe fo itrange a Stupidity had feiz’d 
on him, that if others had not known him to be the 
Emperor, he himfelf would have foon forgot it. He 
accounted all bitter that was wholefome and benefi¬ 
cial, fuffering nothing but what was pleafanr and in* 

N toxicating j 
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toxica ting3 and fortifying himfelf with confus’d 
Mirth and Sotdfhneis againft all Dangers and Exi¬ 
gencies, he loft the very Remembrance of Things 
paft, and the Thoughts of Things to come3 not the 

leaft mention of War was made before him, and the 
Rumour and Difcourfe of it was ftri&Iy forbidden in 
the City. 

Vittllius having by his abominable Life made him¬ 
felf odious to the City, and by the daily Infolen- 
cies and Cruel ties of his Soldiers, infupportable to 
t he Country 3 the Legions in the Eafi , tho’ in the be¬ 
ginning of his Reign they refus’d not his Authority, 
now began to revolt, and thortly after unanimoufly 
refblv’d to make Vtfpafian their Emperor. Vefpafian 
had proceeded with great Bravery and Renown 
againft the perfidious Jews, and had reduc’d moft 
cf their Country except Jerufaltm, when he heard of 
the Death of Nero, and the Succefiion of Galba 3 which 
caus’d him to defer his defi gn’d Enterprise againft 

Jerufelem, fending hisSon Tttus to know Galba’s Plea- 

fure. Tttus was fo long flopp’d by contrary Winds, 
that upon his Arrival on the Coafts of Achat a in Greece, 
he underftood of Galba’ s Death, and Otho's Advance¬ 
ment 3 which News caus’d him to return to his Fa¬ 
ther in JutLca. And during the civil Conteft between 
Otbo and Fitellius, Vtfpafian continu’d Neuter, tho’ he 
acknowledg’d Otbo for Emperor, till Vitellius obtain’d 
the Vi&ory and the Empire3 a Matter noways plea¬ 
ting to him, nor to the Commanders in the Eafi , all 
highly diftiking fo vicious a Man, and fo corrupt a 
Governor as Vitellius : So that when the Day came 
wherein they were to fwear Allegiance to the New 
Emperor in the Prefence of Vefpafian, they perform’d 

the Solemnity with great Silence and Heavinefs. And 

now Vefpafian renewing the War in Judaa with ex¬ 
traordinary Fame and Honour, and having refolv’d 
upon the Siege of Jerufaltm 3 the Murmurings and 

Difcontents increas’d againft the new Emperor, not 

only 
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only in Vefpafian’s Army, but likewife in thofe of Sy¬ 
ria and i/Egypt, as alto in the other Legions of the 
Eafr • infomuch that they all fixed their Eyes upon 
Vcfpafian, as a Perfon moft worthy of the higheft Au¬ 
thority, and moft able to put an end to the Miferies 
of his Country, refolving to create him Emperor 
againft Vitellius. This Delign was favour’d and pro¬ 
moted by the News they receiv’d, that the Legions 
in Mejia and Pannonia had the fame Refolution j for 
they being upon their March to Otbo's Afltftance $ 
and underftanding of his Defeat and Death, return’d 
back, refufing Obedience to Vitellius , whom they ha¬ 
ted, declaring rhemfelves fhortly after for Vefpafian. 



379 


Upon 


Mutianus 


here pals’d feveral Meffages 

>vernor of ^£gypt y 
a Perfon of great 


Renown both in War and Peace, v 
Vefpajian fhould be Emperor, tho’he utterly refus’d ir. v _ 
And this Matter beihg thus promoted,^/wc<W«-made 
the firft Overture 5 and Vefpafian was proclaim’d Em- Emperor 
perorin his Able nee at Alexandria, all the Army the Ei- 
confirming it with extraordinaryApplaufe, and pay- ^ ern Lt * 
ing their accuftom’d Homage. 

About eight Days after this, Vefpajian s Army like¬ 
wife proclaim’d him Emperor, and intreated him to 
accept of the Government, which he refolutely re¬ 
fus’d upon many Accounts; which occafion’d feve¬ 
ral fecret Conferences between him and his Friends, 
to whom he urg’d the many Difficulties and Dan¬ 
gers that attended fo great an Enterprize, particular- 

7, That in all Civil Dijfentions the Faith of Soldiers is 

Perpetually wavering 3 therefore it would be indifereet , as 
veil as dijhonourable, to hazard himjelfand his Reputation , 

0 gain Empire at this Age. That Wars of this Nature re¬ 
wire infinitely more Vigour and Refolution than all others: 

•'or in private Enterprises a Perfon may proceed and ftog 
vhere he pleafesj but in gaining a Crown , there is no Me- 
lium between the State of a Prince , and the Death of a 

N % Trapor , 


18 o The (Roman Hijtory . Book I.’ 

Tray tor. The more that Vefpafian declin’d his own 
Promotion, and the Ambition of an Empire, the 
more his Lieutenants endeavour’d to confirm in him 

the 'Facility of the Attempt and the Duty incumbent upon 
him to free the State from an ufurping Tyrant , and an 
Army of Robbers , not Soldiers . Befides thefe private 
Counfels, Mutianus told him openly and in publick, 
That the Roman State was now fo miferably degenerated 
by means of its corrupt Governors , that after your atcbiev- 
ing fo many glorious Exploits , you mufi expeti no Safety } 
for how many renown d Perjons have of late been defiroyd , 
only becaufe their Merits and Victories difiinguifhed ’em 
from the Vulgar : So that formerly feekitig the Empire might 
have been term d Ambition and Treafon j but now the Em¬ 
pire mufi be your only Refuge and Sanctuary . We rife , not 
againfi Auguftus, a P erf on of that profound In fight and 
Prudence , nor againfi the wary old Age o/TiberiuS, nor 
again fi the Houje of Caiigula,Claudiu$ and Nero, rooted 
by fo many DeJcents into the Empire: Ton alfo gave place 
to the Antiquity ofGzlbzs Family j but to fleep now , and 
to abandon the State , to be thus abominably polluted , and 
miferably ruin'd, is an unpardonable piece of Sloth and 
Cowardice 5 tho your living in this Slavery , were always 
asfafe as it is dijhonourahlt. We are to meet an Enemy 
enervated -with Licentioufnefs,Armies dijjolvd in Eafe and 
Luxury, and the very March of our Forces vsiU immediately 
Jijcloje all the fecret Difiempers of the prefent Government: 
Nor do I rely more upon your Vigilance and ConduB, than 
upon the Stupidity and Cruelty of Vitellius. And, more 
than all, this our Caufe is far more jufifable in Wat 
than in Peace j for they who deliberate to rebel , have al¬ 
ready rebel?d. After this Speech, the reft came more 
boldly about him, exhorting and perfwading him, 
and laying before him the Oracles and Prophecies, 
and the favourable Afpe&s of the Heavens } till 
finding all Ways ineffectual, his Soldiers forc’d and 
compell’d him with their drawn Swords, threat- 

jaing him with immediate Death if he refus’d the 

Empire, 
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Empire, as Jofephus and fome others teftifie. Where¬ 
upon Vefttafian took upon him the Imperial Authori¬ 
ty, and lnortly after all the Armies in the Eafi came 
to his Obedience and Service 3 as likewife did thofe 

of Mafia, Pannonia, Noricum and Dalmatia. All things 

fucceeding thus profperoufly on Vejpafian's fide, he 
call’d a Council of War, with Mat tarns, Alexander , 
and his Son Titus 3 where it was decreed, that Titus 
Ihould continue the Warsagainft the Jews-, that Mu- 
tiartus with all poilible Diligence, Ihould with the 
greateft part of the Legions enter Italy ; and that Pef- 
yafian Ihould go to Alexandria to make Provifion from 
all Parts, and with a greater Power to pafs over into 
Italy, there to join Mutianus, as Occalion Ihould re¬ 
quire it: All which Defigns were fpeedily and di¬ 
ligently put in execution. 

At the fame time the Matfian Legions hearing of 
Mutianush defign’d Expedition, chofe Antonius Primus 

for their Commander, an excellent Soldier, who had 
been banilh’dby Nero, and reflor’d byGtf/£rf,andhafl> 
ned into Italy before Mutianus could arrive 3 either 
with Defign of Ihewing their extraordinary Readi- 
nefs to ferve Vefpafian,ot in hopes of getting the Plun¬ 
der of that Country. Great Preparations on the Em¬ 
peror’s fide were made againft all thefe threatning 
Storms, and tho’ he himfelf was fo bury’d in Luxury, 
as to have but fmall Concern for the Publick,yethis 
two chief Commanders, Valens and Cad-ana, at frit 
us’d great Diligence and Expedition,both in oppofing 
the coming down of Antony from Mafia , and in pre¬ 
venting the landing of Mutianus, whom they expect¬ 
ed Ihortly in Italy. But as Antony had already enter’d 
the North-weft Parts of Italy, Cacinna with the prin¬ 
cipal Forces of Viteliius , haftened his March towards 
him, and arriv’d at Cremona, not far diftant from 
the Enemy 3 but confidering the Effeminacy of his 

hearkned to the friendly Advice fent him 
and perfuaded his Soldiers, not to trufi 

N 3 to 
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to the ertfeebV SToiver of Vitellius, but to yield to the Me¬ 
rits o/Vefpafian, while they could do it with the greatefi 
Advantage and Security. Whereupon with fome Re- 
lu&ancy, they fwore Allegiance to Vefpafianj but as 
this A&ion was inconfiderate, fo was their Repen¬ 
tance fudden, and their Indignation fo violent, that 
they immediately imprifon’d their General as aTray- 
tor, and exhorted Antony to embrace the Emperor’s 
Quarrel. Notwithftanding they were without a Ge¬ 
neral in the Heat of their Fury they refolv’d to en¬ 
gage the Enemy; and marchingdireCtly tow ards Jn- 
tm}\ without a Leader, almoft ftarv’d with Hunger 
and Cold, they fell in with him about the third 
Hour of the Night, preffing forwards with great 
Rage and Obftinacy. ^»?o»/wasread to receive ’em, 
and the Fight continu’d all Night very doubtful and 
cruel, with great Slaughter lometimes on one fide, 
and fomerimes on the other; and there could not 
be imagin’d a more dreadful Diforder and Confufi- 
on than at prefent, proceeding from the loud Out¬ 
cries andShreeksoftheSouldiers,the ufelefsPower of 
the Commanders, the fmall hopes of Glory and the 
difmal black Shades of the Night. This uncomfor¬ 
table for both Parties, the Battel continu’d till the 
Morning, at which time they knew and talk’d with 
one another, intermitted the Fight, and gave Victu¬ 
als to one another, and after their Repalts ingag’d a 
iecond time. But the Soldiers on Antony's iidefaluring, 
according to their Cufiom the Riling Sun, the Vi - 
tellians immediately apprehended that Mutianus was 
arriv’d, and fliortiy after betook themfelvesto flight 
to Cremona, lofing above 30000 Men. There free¬ 
ing Caclnna from his Iniprifonment, they procur’d 
him to make their Peace; and the Mafian Legions 
immediately after made leveral Attacks upon Cre- 
mcna, and entring the Place, they laid it in Allies, 
uling all imaginable Outrages and Barbarities, and 
having no regard to Age, Sex or Dignity. 
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ViteUius was wallowing in all manner of Luxury 
and Excefs, when the News of this great Defeat was 
brought to him 3 at which he wasfo extreamly ftard’d 
and irrefolute, that he became defpicable and ridicu¬ 
lous to all Men. But at laft rouzing himfelf a little 
from his drowfie Life, and intoxicating Pleafures, he 
order’d Julius Trifcus , and Alphenus Varus , with what 

Forces he cou’d procure, to guard the narrow PalTage 

of the Apennine Mountains, and prevent Antony’s 
March to 1Rome, referving confiderable Forces to fe- 
cure the City under his Brother Lucius. At laft 
through the Inftant Importunities of his Army lying 
at Mevania , afluming a great Train of Senators, partly 
upon Suit, and principally upon Fear, he repair’d 
to his Camp irrelolute of himfelf, and obnoxious to 
all unfaithful Counfels. Nothing appear’d more ridi¬ 
culous to the Romans , than to fee their Prince and 
Commander without Skill in Arms, void of Dire¬ 
ction and Counfel, demanding of others in what Or¬ 
der to march, what Diligence was requir’d for Difcp- 
veries, what Means was to be obferv’d to carry on the 
War, and upon every flying Rumour fearful in Coun¬ 
tenance, and trembling his Body,and befides all, molt 
commonly drunk. At length growing wreary of his 
Camp, and underftanding of the Revolt of his Fleet 

at Mifenum , he return’d to Rome, ever fearful of the 
laft Blow, and always carelefs of the principal Con¬ 
cern. But his Fears daily increafmg, tie thought of 

a Compofition with Vefpafian j and being offer’d by 
Letters from Antony and Mutianus , that if he wou’d 
peaceably re fig n the Empire, his Life ftiou’d be grant¬ 
ed him, and a Place and a Revenue fufficient for his 
Maintenance 3 hereupon in December., he departed 
out of his Palace in deep Mourning, with his Ser¬ 
vants all fad and weeping about him, and his little 
Son carry’d in a fmall Chair, as if it were to his Bu¬ 
rial. All Perfons that had any Seni'e of Human Infta- 
bility, were mov’d at this ObjeCl, to fee an Empe- 

N 4 ror 
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for of Rome, juft before Lord of the Univerfe, to a- 
bandon the Seat of his Command and Fortune, and 
to fink to nothing. Tacitus obferves, that fudden Vi¬ 
olence deftroy’d Julius Cafar , and fecret Confpiracy 
Caligula ; Night and the obfcure Corner of a Coun- 
try-Houfe cover’d Nero's Flight, Pifo and Galba dy’d 
as it were in the Field, but Vitellius in the Affembly 
of his own People, and amidft his own Soldiers. Ha¬ 
ving utter’d fome Words agreeable to his prefent Mif- 

fortune. That be gave Place in regard of Peace , and the 
Good of the Republick , only defiring them to retain fome Re¬ 
membrance of him, and take pity of his Brother , his Wife, 

r . . and young Children ; at length overcome with Tears, 
fo'rf- l' e offer’d his Sword to Cacilius the Conful, furren- 
fp> the dring thereby the Power of Life and Death over the 
Empire. Citizens. Which when the Conful refus’d to accept, 

he departed, protefting. That be wou'd lay down all his 
Regalities in the Temple of Concord, and fo as a private 
Man retire to his Brothers's Houfe ; but being flopp’d by 
fome who cry’d out. That he him]elf was Concord, 
he return’d, and not only protefted that he retain’d 
his Sword, but that he alfo accepted of the Surname 
of Concord , and fo repair’d to his Palace. 

Vitellius the next Day taking Courage from the 
Promifes and Proteftations of the Soldiers and Citi- 
zens, chang’d his Determination ; which extremely 
mov’d Sabinas, Governor of the City, as having 
been very forward in promoting the Relignation; 
and underftanding that fome of Vitellius’ s Party came 
to murder him in his Houfe, he by the Inducement 
of his Friends, with fome Senators and Elites, feiz’d 
on the Capitol , and was immediately beheg’d by the 
Vise Ilian Soldiers; fo that Rome, as well as Italy, now 
felt the fatal Miferies of Civil Contefts. The next 
Morning the Capitol was 2!faulred with great Fury ; 
bur it being weakly provided, it was defended with 
no Courage nor Order: And as in fuch fudden Mif- 
fortuncs it often happens, that all will diredt and 

command. 
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command, and few will obey and execute; fo by 
means of ill fighting, and worfe directing, after a 
bloody Conteft, the Capitol was enter’d by Force, and The C a. 
by the Fury of the Soldiers, that glorious Edifice was pito Hunt 
laid in Allies; the mod deplorable Misfortune, as Ta- 
dtus fays, and the mod deteftable Accident that ever tim ' 
befel the Roman People fince the City was founded, 
puring this Combat and Conflagration Vitellius was 
feaftingin the Palace of Tiberius, and with great Plea- 
fure beheld all the Palfages in that difmal Spectacle. 

Young Domitian , Nephew to Sabinus, and Son ro Vef- 
pafian , efcap’d by Flight, in the Habit of a Prieft, but 
all the reft were put to the Sword, except Sabinus , 
whom the Soldiers took Prifoner, and fliortly after 
executed him by the Command of Vitellius. Soon af¬ 
ter the Death or Sabinus, Vitellius , underftanding of 
Antony's March towards Rome, and of Mutianus's Ar¬ 
rival in Italy, he again began to feek for Peace, and 
fent Letters and Meflengers to Antony to beg for a 

Compofure 5 and he grew fo timerous and dejefted, 
that he likewife fent the Veftal Virgins, as in a Cafe 
of the greateft Extremity. But Antony being inrag’d 
at the Death of Sabinus, and the Deftrudlion of theC<*- 
pitol, wou’d hearken to no Treaty, nor come toany 
Compofition, but continu'd his March even to the 
Walls of Rome , where the Vitellian Forces expected 
him, refolutely determining to defend themfelves to 
the laft. So there being both within and without, 
numerous Armies of the belt Soldiers in the World, 

Antony attack’d the City on three fides, and the Vi- 
tellians fally’d out in as many j and there began at 
each of ’em the raoft cruel Battle that ever the Romans 
fuftain’d; the Flavians being elevated by their former 
Conquefts, and the Vitellians fupported by Fury and 
Defpair, Af ter the Battle had continu’d a whole Day, 
the latter were driven into the City, and a dread¬ 
ful Slaughter of ’em made in the Campus Martins, and 
jn all the Streets. The People flood by and look’d 
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(Mi as they fought; and as at fome remarkable Game 
or Paftime clapp’d their Hands, incouraging fome- 
times one Party, and fometimes the other, and when 
either Side turn’d their Backs, and hid themfelves in 
Houfes or Shops, they cry’d to have ’em pluck’d out 
and kill’d, and fo gain’d themfelves the greateft Part 
of the Prey: For while the Soldiers were bufily em- 
ploy’din Slaughter and Bloodlhed, the Spoilfell tothe 
(hare of the common People. They were now cele¬ 
brating their Saturnalia ; and rather than not enjoy 
the Pleafures of the Feftival, they converted the com¬ 
mon Calamity into Mirth and Jollity, having a Re- 
liftt in their greateft Miferies. Throughout the whole 
City there was both a barbarous and fhameful Specta¬ 
cle; and afcandalous mixture of Cruelty and Lewd- 
nefs; in one place Slaying and Wounding, in ano¬ 
ther Tippling and Bathing ; here ftreams of Blood 
and heaps of mangled Bodies, and hard by lewd De¬ 
bauchees, and lhamelefs Strumpets ; in fum, all the 
abominable Licentioufnefs of a moft diffolute and ri¬ 
otous Peace, and all the deplorable Miferies of a 
moft dreadful and cruel Captivity. 

Thus was this mighty City, the Head and Em- 
prefs of the World, taken by her own natural Sub¬ 
jects ; and as it was fatal to many Thoufands, fo it 
was no lefs to Vhellius himfelf, who with great Fear 
and Confufion, retir’d privately to his Wife’s Houfe 
on Mount Aventine , defigning to have fled that 
Night to Tarradna to his Brother, and the Cohorts 
there. But immediately changing his Mind, and 
as it happens to Men in extream Danger, fearing all 
Things, and moft difliking the prefenr, he return’d 
again to his Palace, now void and defolate, even his 
bafeit and meaneft Servants being either fled away, 
or elfe piirpofely avoiding his Pretence. This unufu- 
al Silence and Solitarinels extreamly aftonilh’d him; 
and after much forrowful Wandering and Wearinefs, 
be caft himfelf into an obfcure dole Corner, from 

whence 
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whence he was foon after pluckt out, by a Parry of 
the conquering Side. To whom he pretended he had 
Secrets of the higheft Importance to difcover to Te- 
fpafian, and very fervilely begg’d ’em to keep him, 
tho’ in Prifon, till his Arrival at Rome. But all was 
in vain, for without attending any further Determi¬ 
nation or Counfel, they bound his Hands behind 
him, throwing a Halter about his Neck, and tear~ 
ing his very Cloaths off his Back, they drag’d him 
half naked into the Publick Forum y through the main 
Street call’d Via Sacra , upbraiding him all the time 

with a thoufand opprobrious Words, and treating 
him with all imaginable Indignities, tying his Hair 
backward, as is ufual to the moft execrable Male¬ 
factors, and holding the Point of a Sword under his 
Chin, left by bending down his Head he might pre¬ 
vent the ihvwing his Face: Some pelted him with 
Dung and Filth, others revil’d him with his Glutto¬ 
ny, and his vaft Difh, others call’d him Incendiary, 
and others reproach’d him with the Imperfections of 
his Body, as being of an enormous Tallnefs, having 
a fiery red Face, a prodigious Belly, and a diftorted 
Thigh 3 till at length they brought him to the Ge- 
moma ,and kill’d him with many Strokes and Wounds; y< 
from whence they dragg’d him with a Hook, and 1 
with all poftlble Ignominy threw him into the Tiber. 

This was thedifgraceful End of Vttellius, the Ninth 
Emperor of Rome, in the 57th Year of his Age, after 
a Ihort Reign of eight Months and five Days, tho’ 

Suetonius feems to alcribe a longer Reign to him; a 
Reign which, together with that of his two Prede- 
ceffors, Galba and OrAo,makes not much above eigh¬ 
teen Months j which occafion’d fome Writers not to 
put ’em into the Catalogue of Emperors, and Plutarch 
to compare ’em to Kings in Tragedies, who laft no 
tonger than the time that they appear upon the Stage. 

The Death of this Emperor was accompany’d with 
that of his Brother Lucius Vitellius , and his only Son 

which 
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which may be laid to be an Addition to the Punifli- 
ment of this Ufurper and Tyrant ; a Perfon whofe 
Life was molt impious, whofe Advancement was 
moft Villanous, whofe Adminiftration was molt Q- 
dious, and whofe Death was moft Ignominious. 

CHAP. V. 

I 

from the Death of Vitellius, to the Death of 
Vespasian, the Tenth Emperor ; who reft of d 

the Empire in a great meafure to its former 
Glory. 


Containing the Space of about Ten TEARS. 


A. D. I. 


7 ° 


I. Ty’i H E Death of Vitellius , and the overthrow 
M of his Party, rather finifh’d the War than be¬ 
gan a real Peace. For the Conquerors purfu’d their 
Enemies throughout the City with implacable Ha¬ 
tred and Fury; the Streets were inhumanly pav’d with 
deadCarcaffes, the facred Temples and publick Places 
difmallyimbru’d with Blood; every Man lying (lain 
•where it was his Fortune to be overtaken, without 
diftindtion of Place or Perfon: And Licentioufnefs 
increafing, they began to fearch Houfes, and drag 
out fuch as were hid, maffacring all Soldiers, and all 
others whom they ignorantly or malicioufly account¬ 
ed fuch; fatiating themfelves while their Choler 
continu’d frefh with nothing but Blood and Deftru- 
dtion. But as the Heat of their Rage and Fury was 
allwag’d, they converted their Cruelty into Cove- 
toufnefs; fuffering no Clofet toefcape unrifl’d, nor 
no fecret Place unfearch’d, pretending that, the Vi- 
tiUlans were conceal’d there; which was a fpecious 
Pretence of breaking open all Houfes; and if Re¬ 
liance were made, a fair Occafion of new Maflacres. 

Be- 
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Befides the Soldiers, the Mob and beggarly Scum of 
the People, now with the foremoft, grew trium¬ 
phant in Plundering and Villanies- fome of the 
lewdeft Bond-men voluntarily difcover’d their weal¬ 
thy Mafters j fome were detected by their neareft 
Friends j dreadful Lamentations and Outcries were 
heard in every Street, and the City appeared as a 
place expos’d and abandon’d to the furious Ravages 
of a mercilefs Enemy: Infomuch that the Infolen- 
cies occafion’d by the riotous Soldiers of Otho and 
Vitellius , fo much detefted before, were now accoun¬ 
ted inconfiderable Evils,comparatively with the pre¬ 
fen t Calamities. Among many Perfons of the high- 
eft Rank, the late Emperor’s Brother Lucius was put. 
to Death j a Perfon in Vices equal to his Brother, 
yet far more vigilant in his Reign; and not fo much 
Partaker with him in his Proiperity, as violently 
carry’d away with the Current of his Adverfity. 

But fhortly after, at the Arrival of Mutianus to the 
City, and the Return of Domiiian, who had abfcon- 
ded fince the Death of his Uncle Sabinus ■, and the 
burning of the Capitol the Murders and Ravages in 
the City ceas’d, and there began fome Order to ap¬ 
pear in the State. 

The Senate was aflembled, and Vefpafian declar’d VefpafiaiS 
Emperor by the unanimous Confent of all, the Lex m * de Em " 
Regia being renew’d to him in particular; and the 
fame Power which Augujlus, Tiberius and the reft en¬ 
joy’d, was confirm’d to him as Hereditary. A Frag¬ 
ment of this Law is ftill extant; which, by reafon 
of its Shewing the Extent of the Authority of Fejpa- 
fiatty and all other Emperors, I have here inferred as 

follows: Let it be lawful for him to make a League 
with whom he pleafeiy as it was lawful to DivuS AugU- 

ftus, Tiberius Julius Caelar Auguftus,*»i Tib. Clau¬ 
dius Cadar Auguftus Germanicus, &c. As alfo to 
hold the Senate , make Report , difmifsy and make Sena- 
rufconfulta bj Reporting and Separation , as it was law - 




fnl to Divus Auguftus, Tiberius Ju. Caefar Auguftus, 
and Tiberius Claudius Carfar Auguftus Germanicus. 

Moreover, when as by bis Will, Authority, Command, or 
Mandate, or be being prefent, the Senate Jhall be ajfembled, 
it Jhall be as effectual, to all Intents and Purpofes, as if the 
Senate bad been ajfembled or held by Law. Moreover, 
whom foever be Jhall commend to the Roman Senate orPeo- 

fle, that ftand for any Magijbracy , Power, Command, or 
Charge, or to wbomjoever be (hall give or promt/e his Suf¬ 
frage, let him be conjider d beyond the ujual Form in the 
Comitia. As alfo it may be lawful for him to inlarge the 
Pomatrium, if he think it convenient for the Common¬ 
wealth, or agreeable to the Majejly of dll Things Divine 
or Humane, Publ'tck or Private, let him have Right and 
Authority to acl and do, fo as it was lawful for Divus 

Auguftus, Tiberius Ju. Carfar Auguftus, and Tiberius 
Claudius Carfar Auguftus Germanicus. Moreover, 

from fucb Laws and Plebifcita, as it was Ordain'd, that 

Divus Auguftus, Tiberius Ju. Carfar Auguftus, and 
Tib. Claudius Carfar Aug. Germanicus/W^ befreed 
from tbofe Laws and Plebifcita, let the Emperor Carfar 
Vefpafian befreed. And what Things foeverf by what 

Law or Rogatio foever, Divus Auguftus, Tiberius Ju. 
Carfar Auguftus, and Tib. Claudius Carfar Auguftus 
Germanicus ought to do, let it be lawful for the Emperor 
Cariar Vefpafian Auguftus to do them alL Moreover, 
what Things foever that before the Rogatio of this Law ‘ 
were ailed, done, decreed or commanded by the Emperor 
Orfar Vefpafian Auguftus, or by any other , by virtue 
of bis Command or Mandate, let them be held as JuJl and 
Valid, as if they bad been done by Command of the People 

or Commons. After which follows the Sanction in thefe 


Words. If any Perfon by Virtue of this Law has done, or 

Jhall do any thing againjl the Laws, Rogationcs, Plebi¬ 
fcita, or Senatulconfulta, or Jhall not do what he ought 
to have done according to any Law, Rogatio, Plebifcitum, 
or Senatufconfulcum, and that by Virtue of this Law, 

let no Damage from thence happen to him 3 neither let him 
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owe any thing to the People for this Matter , nor let any 
have an ABion againfi him, nor let any Perf on judge him, 
nor permit the Matter to be debated before him. Many 
Couriers were immediately difpatch’d to Vefpafian, 
now at Alexandria , in Egypt , to yeild Obedience to 

him in behalf of the Senate, and to defire his return 
to Rome-, burtheWinter being dangerous for failing, 
he deferr’d his Voyage toa more convenient Seafon. 

The Civil Miferies of Rome it felf were now at 
an End, but fuch violent Commotions were rais’d 
in Gaul and Germany , as extreamly endanger’d the 
Peace and Safety of the Empire. Thefe were firft 
occafion’d before the Death of Vitellius , by the craf¬ 
ty Inftigations of Claudius Civilis , a Perfon of great 
Defigns, and of as great Reputation among his 
Countrymen the Batavians in the Lower Germany , 
who having been fent in Chains to Nero , and freed 

by Galba, came into Danger under Vitellius , the Ar¬ 
my inftantly demanding his Death. Befides his 
Countrymen, now the Inhabitants of Holland , he 
excited his Neighbours the Caninefates to this Rebel¬ 
lion j and by lecret Meflages, and large Promifes 
drew over the Auxiliaries of Britain, and the Batavi - 
m Cohorts, then quarter’d at Moguntiacum , now 
Mentz,. Thefe drew out and deftroy’d the Roman 
Garrifons, overthrew Aquilius, Captain of the ad¬ 
vanc’d Guards j and after him Mummius Lupercus the 
Lieutenant, Herennius Gallus endeavouring to prevent 
the March of thefe Cohorts, was l ike wile overpow¬ 
er'd by ’em ; and as Vitellius had drein’d thefe Parts 
)f Soldiers againft Otho and Vefpafian, Civ ills for a 
ime met with but a fmall Refinance. Having ga- 
her’d together a confiderable Force, for a more co- 
ourable Pretence he caus’d his Army to fwear to 

''efpa/lan, and befieg’d fuch as refus’d in the old 

-amp 3 after which the Romans mutinying againft 

'iordonius their General, the Command was given 

o Vvula, an eminent Soldier, and Herennius Gallus 

" " was 
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was made his Lieutenant, Vocula in his firft Engage 
ment with Civilis was oblig’d to retreat, but in s 
fecond he overthrew him, tho’ without any profpefl 
of finifliing the War 3 for the News of Vitelliuss Death 
through Gaul and Germany increas’d the Diforders 
and Commotions in all Parts. And now Ctvilk 
without any pretence of Friendfhip to Vefpaftan, bj 
his Deportment fliew’d himfelf an Enemy to the R& 
mans in general 3 and the Soldiers of Vitellius , by rea- 
fon of their ill A Skins, rather chofe an externa 
Servitude, than the Government of Vefpafian : The 
Gauls iikewife took new Courage and Refolution 
interpreting the Burning of the Capitol toprefage the 
Ruin and Deftru&ion of the Empire. Whereupor 
the T 'twin, and the Lingones , two confiderable Na 
tions revolted, and all Gaul was in a tottering ant 
unfettl’d Condition 3 and what ftill prov’d more dan 
gerous, the Legions themfelves were corrupted, anc 
became Traytors to their Country, a Thing unknowr 

till now among the Romans. Having murder’d Vocu¬ 
la their General, they perfidioufly took an Oath tc 
the Empire of Gaul 3 and to thefe other'Legions ir 
feveral Places join’d themfelves, fome being belieg ? d 
reduc’d to Extremity, and afterwards cut in Piece 
by Civilis , according to their Deferts. And theft 

Difturbances increafing, Julius Sabinus, one of tht 


Revolters, taking upon him the Name of C*far, lec 


a numerous and diibrderly Body of Men again!! th< 
See/uani , who not refilling Battle, routed the con 
fus’d Multitude, and put Sabinus to flight. 

Thefe dangerous Difturbances being reported a 
Rome with Enlargements, the Senate were in a grea 
Conftemation, and Lutianus had no lefs Concerr 
upon him, who together with Vejjta/iens Son Domi 
iian fet forward for the War, which great Celeritj 

difpatchingfour Legions towards Germany , under tht 
Command of Fetilius Cerealis. By which time the 
Gauls, principally by the Mean of Julius Vindex 

begat 


S 



Chap.V. VESPASIAN X; 19J 

began to confider and refledt on the mighty Power 
of the Romans , and at length approv’d rather of a 
fervile Peace, than a dangerous and fatal War j Ce- 
realis alfo gave the Treviri a great Overthrow, and 
moft of the Revolters return’d to Obedience. Short¬ 
ly after which, he came to a general Battel with 
Chilis, and his Aflociate Cla f tests ; in the Beginning 
of which he was much overpower’d, for the Legions 
began to be broken, the Cavalry were put to Flight, 
and his Bridge over the River MoftUa poflefs'd by the 
Enemy j yet after all thefe great Difadvantages, Ce- 
ualis by his extraordinary Care and Diligence re¬ 
cover’d all j and not only k routed the Enemy, but 
alfo took and deftroy'd their Camp. Mutianm and 
Domitian receiv’d News of this Succefs before their 
Arrival at the Alfs^ and Mutianus diflwaded the ci¬ 
ther againft proceeding in their March, well know¬ 
ing his ambitious and haughty Temper, which al¬ 
ready had difclos'd it felt to the dilquieting of the 
City; but his Advice not fucceeding, he went with 
him as far as Lyons, out of Compliance, from whence, 
as it is faid, Domitian wrote privately to Cerealis , to 
deliver up his Army to him, that he might have an 
Opportunity of rebelling againft his Father, or of ri¬ 
valling his Brother Tttus. But perceiving that he was 
contemn’d upon the account of his Youth, he care¬ 
fully betook himfelf to fuch Courfes as might belt 
conceal his Defigns. Shortly after Chilis recruited 
and augmented his Forces throughout Germany , and 
Cerealis alfo doubled his Strength $ whereupon feve- 
ral engagements enfu’d, the eifedts of which was at 
laft an Accommodation. For the Batavians were fo 
feverely chaftis’d, that they gladly accepted of a 
Peace, as well as Chilis of a Pardon, both of which 
were freely offered by the Roman General. 

During the time of thefe violent Commotions in He firjt e- 
Germany and Gaul, thofe Scythians call’d Sarmatse fud- °f 

denly pafs’d the River Ifier into M«fia, and purfu’d 

O their tins. 
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their March with fo much Celerity and Fury, that 
they deftroy’d feveral of the Roman Garrifons, toge¬ 
ther with Fovteius Agrippa the Lieutenant, after a va¬ 
liant Refiftance, and wafted all the adjacent Coun¬ 
tries with Fire and Sword. Vefpajian hearing of this 
at Alexandria, and the Ravages made in Mafia, fent 
Rubrius Callus to ftem this furious Torrent, by whom 
great Numbers were {lain in Battel, and the reft dri¬ 
ven with great Terror into their own Country. The 
War being thus fpeedily finifh’d, the General, to pre¬ 
vent any further Attempts, fortify’d the Places with 
ftronger Garrifons and Forts, by which Means the 
Enemies Paffage became more impracticable. Thefe 
hrft Erruptions of the barbarous Northern Nations 
ought the more r o be noted and obferv’d, becaufe 
after feme A ges they over-ran and deftroy’d the Ro* 
man Empire. 

Vefpajian continu’d feveral Months at Alexandria, 
where he receiv’d great Honours and Offers of For¬ 
ces from many Foreign Potentates, and during his 
Stay in that Place, this remarkable Accident is re¬ 
lated of him by the belt Authors. A blind and a 
lame Man, of mean Condition, and of the vulgar 
Rank, prefenting themfelves to him as he fat upon 
his Tribunal, befeech’d him moft humbly, That he 
zvoud 'veuebfife to cure 'em, for they had been admonijh'd 
by their God Serapis in a Dream, that if he pleas'd but 
to Spit upon tbe Eyes of one, and but touch the other 'with 
bis Heel, loth of'tm Jhou drecover and be cured. Vefpajian 

doubting much of the Succefs, durft not put it in 
Practice; till being over-rul’d by the Importunities 

and Perfwafions of his Friend, he try’d both Means 
before the whole Affembly, and found the Perfons 
dfeCtually cur’d. Before his Voyage to Rome he or- 
- der’d h£> Son Titus to continue the Warsagainft the 
‘jtws, well knowing his extraordinary Skill and 

Valour j and fettingSail from Alexandria, he touch’d 
at Rhodes, and from thence pafling to Greece, he 

ho- 
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honour’d feveral Cities there with his Prefence, fail¬ 
ing from thence to Italy. Never any Prince in the 
World was more zealouflyexpe&ed, or more trium¬ 
phantly receiv’d, than Vefpafian-, all rightly judging 
Him to be a Perfon of thofe Virtues and Excellen¬ 
cies as might beft recover the languifhing State of the 

Roman Empire. He was met many Miles from Rome 
by the Senate and Nobility of the City, and by above 
half the Citizens, who were fo defirous of feeing 
him, that they could not contain themfelves in the 
City-Walls, fuch tranfports of Joy appear’d in every 
Man’s Face. The reft receiv’d him at his Entrance 



with their Wives and all theirChildren; and he was 
all the way entertain’d with joyful Applaufcs, and 
loud Acclamations, refounding at once from many 
hundred thoufand Mouths, and calling him their Be- 

nefaSlor and Conferver , and the only 7erf m worthy to be 
Emperor of tbs IVorld ! The whole City, as a Temple 
was all hung with magnificent Garlands, and full of 
precious Odours and Perfumes; and the infinite 
Throngs and Multitudes of People were fuch, that 
the Emperor with great Difficulty arriv’d at the Pa¬ 
lace. The whole Body of the People were feafted by 
their Tribes, Kindreds, and Neighbours, andfacrifi- 
cing to their Gods, they requefted, That Vefpafian 

might continue their Emperor many Tears , and his Son Ti- 

tus after him,and thatthe Empire might never depart from 
bis Family. And Vefpafian , now fifty nine Years of 
Age, began immediately to aft conformably to the 
Hopes ail Men had conceiv’d of him, in adminiftring 
Juftice,in reforming the Laws and Cuftoms of Rome, 
honourably rewarding thofe who had ferv’d him,and 
pardoning his Adversaries with lingular Clemency. 

In the mean time Titus in Judaa carried on the 
Wars againft the Jews, who efteeming themfelves fr 

the Favourites of Heaven, notwithftanding in a de- j ews . 
plorable Manner languiffi’d under all theMileries and 
Calamities which poffibly could befall Mankind; 

O z and 
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and, as our Blefled Saviour cold his Difciples, fucb at 

never banned front the Creation of the World to that time , 

nor never jbould again. Famines, Plagues, Earthquakes, 
Prodigies in Heaven and Earth, Voices, Armies fight- 
ingin the Air, and a ' 

Jernfalem, were fo many 
ftru&ion of that glorious City and Temple now 
threacned by the Roman Eagles: And certainly there 
never was a more fignal Inftance of a fevere Vifitati- 
on from Heaven upon a People, who by their obfti- 

nate Blindncfs and Impieties, had made themfelves 
oft miferable Obje&s of Divine Wrath, and fully 


Flaming Sword hanging 
ny fatal Prefagesof tht 


over 
the De- 


ripen’d themfelves for Vengeance. Before Titus 's Ex¬ 
pedition againft 
embroil’d in Fa 



erufalem y the Jews were grievoufly 
ions and DifTentions, deftroying 


and robbing one another in all Parts; at length great 
Numbers turning open Robbers, they gather’d toge- 
r her in wholeTroops, committing fuch Ravages and 
Cruellies, as equall’d all the Misfortunes they re¬ 
ceiv’d from the Romans. Afterwards the Robbers, 
loaden with Pillage and Plunder, broke into Jerufa- 
lem it felf, where they not only confum’d the Provi¬ 
sions of the People, but fill’d the City with mifera¬ 
ble Slaughters, Rapines, and DilTentions. They call 
the Principal of the Citizens into Prifon, and then 
put ’em to Death unheard; pretending that they de- 
lign’d to have betray’d the City to the Romans : yet 
after all thefe horrid Impieties, they boafled of Zeal 
for the Law of God,and rh e Cuftoms of their Country, 
and thereupon were term’d Zealots. Finding the 
People were ready to oppofe’em with Arms, they 
retir’d to the Temple, where they made an ignorant 
Fellow call’d Pbanias High-Prieft, tho’ he was not of 
the Sacerdotal Order; but they were fharply refitted 
by Ananas the High Prieft, who procur’d the People 
to rife againft ’em, and forc’d ’em into the inward 
Part of the Temple. Upon which Exigency they 

fort to the Idunueansy accufing Ananas of wickedly de- 

figning 
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ftgning tie betraying of bis Country , and imploring their 
Afliftance, fnce fbey tbemfelves, who fought for the Li¬ 
berty of it, were now clofely btfitg d. Tne Idumuans im¬ 
mediately came to the Number of Twenty thoufand 
Men, who being let into the City by Means of the 
Zealots , together with them committed moft infup- 
portable Outrages againft the miferable Inhabitants. 
They maffacred eight thoufand the firft Night, and 
afterwards twelve thoufand of the Nobility, among 
whom was Ananus, befides an infinite Number of the 
common Sort; but at length the Uumxans perceiv¬ 
ing the Impieties of the Zealots , and that they had 

falfly accus’d the Nobility, fet at liberty two rhou- 
fand w|iom they had imprifon’d, and return’d home. 
After whofe departure, the Zealots renew’d their 
Rapines and Slaughters, and rag’d more cruelly than 
ever, efpecially againft fuch as endeavour’d to fly 

to the Romans. 


But fhortly after the Zealots were divided among 
themfelves, by reafon of one John, who with a Se¬ 
ditious Party holding Gifcala, pretended to accept 
pf thofe Articles granted by Titus, and privately 
retir’d to Jerusalem. There joining with the Zea¬ 
lots, and becoming the principal Incendiary, henow 
affeited Sovereign Power over the reft, but was vio¬ 
lently oppos’d by fuch as before had been his Equals. 
Tet tho* they disagreed in this Matter, they all ac¬ 
corded in plundering the People; and Jerufakm be¬ 
ing thus fill’d with Tumults and Difturbances, thofe 


itrer, they all ac- 
and Jerufalem be- 
Jifturbances, thofe 


e without the City had liberty 
and thofe whofe Towns were < 


thefe Means, aflembled together in the Dcfarts, and 
uniting, broke into other Temples and Towns; fo 
that there was no Place in Juiaa which did not fuf- 
fer in a moft unheard of manner. In a ihort time a 


hew Faction was rais’d againft the Zealots by 
mon the'Son of Giora, who gathering rogeth 

Multitudes of Robbers and Murderers wno v 
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into the Mountainous Parts, attack’d many Cities 
and Towns, reduc’d all Idumea into his Power, waft¬ 
ed Judea, encamp’d himfelf before Jerusalem it felf, 
and became a mighty Terror to the Inhabitants, who 
were moft miferably oppress'd by the Zealots within. 
In the mean time fuch ldumaans as had lately fled in¬ 
to the City, and join’d themfelves with the Zealots , 
detefting the Cruelties of John , whom the Zealots 
had chofen for their Commander, oppos’d his Pro¬ 
ceedings, kill’d many of his Men, and forc’d the Ty¬ 
rant out of his Palace into the Temple j hut the Ci¬ 
tizens fearing that he might deftroy the City in the 
Night, agreed to let in Simon with his Army, who 
entringthe City, vigoroufly attack’d the Temple, but 
in vain. Immediately after Eleaz.tr , who once had 
been chief among L the Zealots, envying the new Au¬ 
thority of John , found Means to draw over many of 
his Soldiers to him, and feiz’d on the inward Part of 
the Temple i fo that now a third Fa&ion was rais’d, 
and John was oblig’d to fight both again Qt,Simon and 

Eleazer. By which Means the Temple and Altar 
were abominably polluted with Blood, all Things ii- 
bout it were burnt up,and Provifions deftroy’d, which 
. might have ferv’d the City for many Years, and for 
want of whichit fuffer’d fo extreamlyin afhqrt time 
after. So that, that renown’d City which was for¬ 
merly celebrated for Peace and Unity within it felf, 

now became the Place of all imaginable Divlfions, 
Diftractions and Confufion. 

TitosV jerufakm wasinvolv’d in all rhcfp miferable Cala- 

jtBi #- mities, when Titus with’a powerful Army approach-d 

gain? tbs the Place to Inveft it, being accompany n with A- 

,ew *‘ hxander Governor of and, Jofqbus the Jeu\ 

who for the Truth of his Predi&ion was now freed 
from his Imprifonpent. Titus fat down within fix 

or feven Furlongs of the City, a lhort time before 

the Fee ft of the Pafprvef t and ihitt up an infinite Mul¬ 
titude of People, who according to the Cuftom 

' • game 
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came from all Parrs to that great Solemnity 5 by 
which Means all Provifions were confum’d in a fhort 
Space. The Three Factions, upon the fight of this 
numerous Army, unanimoufly agreed to oppofe it, 

and fallyingout with great Refolution and Fury, put 

the Romans to diforder, oblig’d ’em to abandon their 
Camp, and fly to the Mountains 3 but the Jews 
were at laft repeli’d, and forc’d into the City by the 
extraordinary Skill and Valour of Titus , Who highly 
fignaliz’d himfclf in this and all others Actions in the 
Siege. During all Intermiflioris of the Befiegers At¬ 
tacks, the Civil Cornells were reviv’d within the Ci¬ 


ty with great Slaughters and Confufions 3 and upon 
the Feafi of Unleavened Bread , on the Fourteenth of 
April, Eleazer and his Companions open’d the Gates, 
that all Perfons might have Liberty to pay their De¬ 
votions in the Temple. But John us’d this Fcltival as 
a Means t;o effedl his treacherous Defigns, caufing 
great Numbers of his AlTociates to enter in among the 
People with Weapons under their Garments, to get 
Pofleflion of the Temple 3 who as foon as they were 
enter’d call off their Garments, and fhew’d them- 
felves in Armour. Immediately a dreadful Tumult 
arofe in the Temple 3 for all the People who werenot 
of the Sedition thought themfeives Betray’d, and the 
Zealots imagining this Treafon only practis'd to pre¬ 
judice them, abandon’d their Pod, leap’d from the 
Towers, and fled into the Vaults about the Temple : 
And the People flocking about the Altar, and others 
who were driven into the Temple, were kill’d with 
Clubs and Swords, and trodden under Foot after a 
barbarous Manner. Great Numbers were (lain upon 
private Refenfments, and all fuch as had formerly 
offended thefe Traitors were deftroy’d without Mer¬ 
cy 3 but they who cruelly rag’d again!! the Inno¬ 
cent, gave the Offenders leilure to efcape out of 
their Vaults, by which Means they gain’d the in¬ 
ward Part of the Temple, and with great Slaughter 

O4 allault- 
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aflaulted the other Parties; fo that at length the Fa- 
&ians were reduc’d to Two, that under John con¬ 
fiding of 8400, and the other under Simon of 10000 
fighting Men, befides 5000 Idumaans. Natwith- 
ftanding the Enemy was at the Walls, and to op- 
pofe them they generally join’d their Forces; yet 
upon all Intermillions they vialenrly rag'd againft 
each other, and both againft the Citizens ; fo that 
never any City in the World was morefeverely ha- 
rais’d without, and more miferably tom within. 

The City being ftrongly fortify’d withthree Walls 
on every fide, except where it was fenc'd with deep 
Vallies, Titus found great' Difficulties in the Siege, 
but having with much Oppofition plac’d his En¬ 
gines, he batter’d the outward Wall, and breaking 

in on the third Day of May poffefs’d all the North 
Part, as far as the Tower of Antonins , and the Val¬ 
ley of Ccdron. All this time he Ihew’d great Cle¬ 
mency to the Jews, and gave 'em all imaginable 
Aflurances of Pardon and civil Treatment if they 
wou’d fubmit ■ but fo obftinate were the Jews, that 
they refus’d all Conditions, and judg’d his generous 
Humanity to be nothing but Cowardice. This ex¬ 
asperated the Romans to proved with the greater 
Fiercenefs and Severity; fo that God and Man, Hea¬ 
ven and Earth feem’d to fight againft this wretched 
Nation. Five Days after Titus broke through the fe- 
cond Wall, tho’ the Befieged made divers Sallies, and 
drove him out again ; yet on the fourth Day he re¬ 
cover’d the Place, and prepar’d for the Battery of the 
third Wall. After which he fent Jofepbus to his 
Country-men to exhort ’em to yield, who ufing all 
the powerful and pathetical Perfwafions imaginable, 
was entertain’d only with Scoffs and Reproaches, 
lb tharnow Titus refolv’d to (hew new Mercy to a 
People who had been perfidious and Rebellious to the 
higheft Degree, and now fhibborn and reriiorfelefs 
beyond all Example and Belief, The Citizens de- 

* figning 

* 
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(igning to efcape out of the City, John and Simon 
flopp’d up all Paflages j yet the Famine ipcreafing, 
great Numbers ftole out, who being taken by Titus, 
he caus’d themto be all crucify’d ,infom uch that Room 
was wanting for Crofles, and Crofles for Perfons. 

On the 1 itb of May, Titus began four Mounts for his 
Battering-Rams; two nigh the Caftle Antonia , where 
he was in hopes of taking the Temple, and two nigh 
the Monument of John the High-Prieft, where he 
fuppos’d he might break into the upper Part of the 
City with greateft Facility. But John, whofe Office 
Was to oppofe the Romans about the Caftle Antonia ’, 
with great Bravery fally’d out, caft down the Ram¬ 
parts, and deftroy’d ’em} and two Days after Simon 
with as much Courage burnt up the other, tho’ fe- 
venteen Days had been fpent in (mifliing ’em all. He 
likewife deftroy’d many Rams and Engines, and cou- 
rageoufly preffing forward broke into the very Camp 
of the Romans $ but was valiantly repuls’d by Titus, 
from Antonia , who ina Councilof War now refolv’d 
to compafs the whole City with a Trench, which 
with incredible Diligence and Celerity, was finifti’d 
in three Days, with thirteen Forts both to hinder 
the Flight of the Bcfieged, and to prevent all Relief 

coming into the City hom abroad. 

The Seditious feem’d nothing mov’d at this, tho* 

the Famine not only rag’d among the common Sort, 
but likewife began to ami (ft them; and fucha Mor¬ 
tality enfu’d, that from the i^tb of April, to the firft 
of July 115080 CarcalTes of the pooler Sort, were 
carry’d out to be bury’d at the publick Charge, as 
Titus was inform’d by ope Mapnscut, who was ap¬ 
pointed to pay the Money, Divers Noble Men alio 
that fled to him, cerdfy’d him that 600000 of the or¬ 
dinary Rank were caft dead out of the Gates, and o- 
thers who dy’d befides were innumerable j and that 
when fo many dy'd as they were not able to bury 
’em, they gather’d their $odies together into the 

greateft 

• • 1 



tot 


Tlx tinman Hiftory\ Book I, 

greateft Houfes adjoining, and there (hut ’em up. A 
Bulhel of Com was fold for 600 Crowns, Sinks and 
Holes were continually rak’d to find the old Dung 
of Oxen to farisfy Peoples Hunger, which extreamly 

mov’d the Compaflion of Titus and the Romans , but 
the Minds of the Seditious were not at all chang’d 
For Simon , notwithftanding thefe deplorabl 


kill’d Mat 


had 


to the City, with his three Sons, and fixteen others, 
pretending that they defign’d to fly to the Ene 
Whereupon Judas one of his Officers being tired out 
with his infupportable Cruelties, attempted to betray 
a certain Tower to the Romans where he com man- 


ded 


... being diicoverd by an 
Death with ten others of his 


y to prophane Ufes j and was conftrain’d to 
he Wine and Oyl, ordain’d for Sacrifices. 


>iy, 


John alfo being driven by extream Neceffity 
ed the Golden Veflels * “ 

Mone 

vide 

_ his Soldiers. The Famine 

that a Noble Woman boyi’d her own Child 
which was look’d upon fo deteftable an ACt among 

the Romans , as well as the Jews, that Titus, after he 
infifted upon his frequent Offers of Peace.and Pardon 
to the Jews , declar’d, That be would bury that abomina¬ 
ble Crime in tbe Ruins of their Country , He CUt down 

all the Groves within a confideiable diftance of the 
City, and caufing more Mounts to be rais’d within 
a 1 Days, on the firft of July he began to batter the 
laft Wall, and repelling John and nis Party, on the 
fifth Day enter’d the Catfle by force. Atwhich time 
many falfe Prophets deluded the Multitude, by tel¬ 
ling ’em, They jhoud have Aftfiance from God j and 
therefore tho’ Titus ftill exhorted ’em to yield, they 
obdurately refus’d all Accommodation, boafting, that 

they had rather endure all kinds of Miferies. Whereup¬ 
on the Cornell grew very bloody about the Temple- 

put 
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but the Wall of the inward Part was too ftrong for 
the battering Rams, and the Defendants valiantly 
r elided the Romans from the Top; neither could the 
Foundation of the Gates be undermin’d} therefore 
Titus was oblig’d to fet ’em on fire. Yet it was his 
Refolution to lave the Temple; but on the tenth of 
Auguft, a certain Soldier, againft the Command of 
his General, excited by lome divine Fury, caft Fire 
into the Buildings on the North fide, which catching 
hold of the Temple, notwithftandingthe urmoft En¬ 
deavours of Titus to the contrary, the triumphant 
Flames confum’d that Edifice, which was the molt 
glorious andmoft beautiful that the World ever faw. 

The fight of this extream Misfortune, put a hid¬ 
den Damp to all the Courage and Fury of the Jews, 
now neither efteeming their Lives nor Forces, ha¬ 
ving loft that for which they fought: The loud 
Outcries, and miferable Lamentation of the People 
eccho’d from all the adjacent Mountains} and many 
famiftfd and expiring Perfons, whofe Eyes Death 
had already dos’d, reaflum’d new Strength, and 
open’d their Eyes to bewail the glorious Temple, 
which they now beheld all in Flames. Titus was im¬ 
mediately faluted Imperator by his Soldiers, andtheSe- 
ditiousfled into the City} where they defir’d a Parly 
with the General himfelf,who highly blam’d ’em for 
theirObftinacy, but promis’dthem their Lives upon 
immediate Submilfion. But refufing to rely upon his 
Fromifes, they demanded Liberty to depart the City 
with their Wives and Children} which fo extreamly 
enrag’d 7W, that he commanded it to be proclaim’d 

by a Cryer, That they were not any longer to expeft any 
Mercy, Whereupon hepermittednis Soldiers to plun¬ 
der arid bixm-the City} but the Seditious Tyrants re¬ 
tir’d to the Ring’s Palace, where many had depofited 
their Wealth, and frqm thence repell’d the Romans. 

They likewife kill’d 6400 of their own Country¬ 
men,and rifling the Money, betook themfelves to the 
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upper and ftronger Part of the City, call'd Sion, 
where notwithstanding thefe imminent Calamities, 
they ftill more cruelly tyranniz’d. Titus having con- 
fider’d thfe Strength of * 
batter the Walls, part 

the Tyrants were feiz’d with great Fear and Confter- 
nation, not knowing how to proceed; And the Pow¬ 
er of Heaven appear’d in the overthrow of thefe 
Wretches ; foy they abandon’d their Towers, which 
were their only Strength, and in vain fought to ef- 


the Place, provided Engines to 
of which being broken down, 



by hiding themfelves in Vaults and Privies j 
whence John and Simon were drag’d, the former 



A. D. 

7 *- 



IllMltJI 


and City to be intir el y raz’d,by a Plow being brought 
oyer it. according to the ancient Cuftom, which r$- 

yaccomplilh’d our Saviour’s Prophecies,^ 
not one Stone {bond remain upon another ; only be pre- 
ferv’d the Ffftjf-Part of the Wall with three Towers, 
which for their Strength and Beauty, might bearTe- 

iy of the Sutdjncis of the City to Pofterity. 
The Soldiers wou’d have crown’d him as a Conque¬ 
ror fqr this Ad, and upon the Account of his extra* 
ordinary Valour in the Siege; but he refus’d the Ho¬ 
nour, denying he was the Author or it, for be only 
executed the Dejtgps of Heaven* which bad manife 

dared its iyraih againthe Jews. To this fatal El 
yatne the famous City of Jerufalem , after it had 
flourifh’d under God’s own Hand above 2100 Yeap, 
in the Second Year of Veftajum's Reign, 58 Years 
after our Saviour’s Crucifixion; and never any Sie|e 
In the World was more memorable, 'the "Captives a- 
inounting to 97000, and thofe who perifh’d in the 

Siege 1100000, according to Jtfepbur, So heavy 

was the Guilt of our Saviour’s Blood ujxm the jews, 
andfo abominable were their Vices, that we have rea- 
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the Romans had not come againft them, the City 
wou’d have been fwallow’d up by the Earth, or have 
perifli’d by fome Deluge, or elle by Thunder-Bolts 
and Lightnings, have born the Punifhments of Sodom % 
whole Inhabitants they exceeded in Wickednefs. 

Here ended the temporal State and Government of 
the Jews j and that Province, which had been go¬ 
vern’d by the Romani as their Friends, and in a great 
meafurefree, wasnow made Captives; and the Jews 
themfelves were made Slaves, banifh’d, fold, ana dis¬ 
pers’d throughout all the Parts of the World. 

The War being thus finilh’d, great Reioycings 
were made at Rome, and all Mens Mouths were 
fill’d with the Praifes of Titus, who not only had 
(hewn himfelf a mod expert Commander, but like- 
wife had (lain twelve Men with his own Hands 
and a Triumph was decreed by the Senate, both to 
him and his Father, becaufe the beginning of the 
JewiJh War had been fo worthily manag’d by him. 
Therefore Titus leaving all thugs in good Order in 

the Eafi, he return’d to Rome, being receiv'd with 
the univerfal Applaufes of the whole City, and with¬ 
in a few Days after, both the Father and Son enter’d 
upon their Triumph, which was as folemn and mag¬ 
nificent as Rome ever faw. For the Speftacles there 
exhibited, both for Number, Variety, and Richnefc, 
were admirable in all things which Human Invention 

could poffiblyfupply; and almoft all things that ever 
were efteem’d valuable or beautiful among Men, a- 
bounding in Riches and Profperity, were that Day 
expos’d in the Triumph; largely manifefting the 

mighty Wealth and Dominions of the Romans. A- 
mong the rich Spoils, were expos’d vaft quantities of 
Gold taken out of the Temple; after which was car- 
ry’d the 7 «w*Law, the la ft, and not the leaft remar¬ 
kable of ill the Spoils. This was the firft time that 
Rome everfaw theFather and Son Triumph together. 

Titm had alfo the Title of Cafar given him, and a 

Trium- 
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Triumphal Arch ereCted to his Honour, of great 
Beauty and Magnificence, deferibing all his Noble 
Exploits againft the Jews, which to this Day conti¬ 
nues almoft intire, as a lading Monument againft 
that perverfe Nation. Vefpafian likewife built a Tem¬ 
ple to Peace, wherein he put moft of the Jewijh Spoils; 
Jamu’s and now having quieted all Nations, he Ihut up the 

Temple of Janus , which had been open about five 
f/p.f or fix Years. This was an extraordinary Satisfaction 
A. D. to the whole City, who now were almoft aflured of 
■jj. future Happinefs and Tranquility: For feeing the 

contagion of Civil Diflention, beginningin Gaul and 
Spain, hadpafs’d on to Germany, then taken a Courfe 
to Dalmatia , and laftly infeCted «s£gypt, Syria, and 
JutUea, in fum, all Provinces and Armies, they rea¬ 
sonably prefum’d, the whole World beingthus purg’d 
andcleans’d, that the malignant Humour was fpent, 
andcivilWarsandCalamitieswerenow at a Period. 

j D II. After Vefpafian had thus glorioufly finilh’d all 
" * Troubles and Miferies, both Foreign and Dome- 
' ’ (tick, he made it the great Bufinels of the reft of his 

Reign, which continued not above eight Years 
longer, to eftablilh all Things to the lading Happi- 
nefc and Grandeur of the Roman Empire, which 
now needed the powerful Afiiftance of fo great and ( 
wife a Man to reftore it to its former Strength and 
Vigour. Many notorious Abufes and Corruptions 
were now crept in, and mix’d with the Roman Na¬ 
tion 3 being begun by a long Peace and Security, 
then heightned by the Extravagancies of Tyrants 
and Monfters, and afterwards compleated by the 
Confufions and Diforders of Civil Diffentions. For 
the correcting and reforming of thefe dangerous Ir¬ 
regularities, Vefpafian ufed great Prudence and Vi¬ 
gour, and the better to effect his Defigns, he join’d 
hisSon Titus with himin the Confulftrip, with whom 

he was feven Times in that Dignity 3 and likewife 

made 
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made him his Collegue afterwards both in the Cen- 
forftip and Tribuneftip. And fo great was the 
Authority of Titus that he was in a great meafure 
Partner to his Father in the Empire, which appear’d 
by his frequent dilating of Letters in his Father’s 
Name, his publifting of Edifts, his fpeaking to the 
Senate in the room of the Queftor, and his taking 
upon him the Government of the Imperial Palace j 
in all which things he a died much to the Honour 
and Welfare of the Publick, tho 5 fometimes not fo 
much to the Advantage of his own private Efteem 
and Reputation among the People. 

Vefpajian towards the Re-eftablifting of the Stare, 
began firft with the Regulation of the Armies and 
Soldiers, many of which, through confidence of their 
Viftories, and others through a fenfe of their Igno¬ 
miny, ran into all kinds of Licentioufnefs ■ which 
occafion’d many Provinces and free Cities, to become 
infolentand mutinous. To reform which Diforders, 

he caftier’d great Numbers of the Vite Ilians, and cor¬ 
rected others, not fparing thofe who were the great- 
eft Inftruments and Partners in his Victories. He o- 
mitted no Means or Care of regulating the Difci- 
pline of the Armies, in which he was never deficient, 
either in Juftice or Rigour. Of which we have a me¬ 
morable Inftances of ayoung Officer, to whom he hath 
given a confiderable Command, who waiting upon 
him to return him thanks for this Favour, and frnel- 
ling fragrantly of very rich Oyls and Perfumes, the 
Emperor look’d very ieverely upon him, and with a 
Voice expreffing great Indignation, told him, He had 

rather he had ftmelt of Garlicky and immediately took 

away his Commilfion. He was nolefs fevere with 
the Seamen, who were appointed by the Publick, to 
run on Foot from Ofiia and Puteoli to Rome : Upon 
their petitioning him to have fome certain Allow¬ 
ance above their Wages for Shoes, inftead of com¬ 
plying with their Petition, he ordain’d for the fu¬ 
ture, 



tbS The ’Roman HiftorjH Book L 

tore, that they fhould difcharge their Duties with¬ 
out any Shoes at all; after which they were oblig’d 
to perform thofe Journeys, bare-foot. He took a more 
than ordinary care in purging and reforming thofe 
two rnoft honourable Orders of Men, the Senators 
and Eyeitesy of both which he took a general and drift 
View, they having been much exhaufted by infinite 
Mafiacres, and abominably corrupted by the Me¬ 
thods of the preceding Emperors. Of thele he fear- 
lefly turn’d outall fuch as he found unworthy of their 

Places and Dignities, andfupply’d their Places with 

the moft honourable and delerving Perfons he cou’d 
procure, either in Italy or the diftant Provinces. 
He likewife ftri&Iy examin’d into all the Courts of 
judicature, where he found the Number of Procef- 

fes and Suits of Law fwell’d to fuch an unreafonable 

% 

Bulk, that old A&ions were left undetermin’d by a 
long Vacation and Intermiflion of Juftice, and by 
an AccefCon of new Cornells a riling from the Tu¬ 
mults and Diforders of the late unhappy Times. To 
remedy which Grievance, he defied certain Perfons 
by Lot, and qualify’d them as Judges, to reftore 
fuch to the Poflelfion of their Eftates, as had been 
unjuftlv difpofleft’d during the Wars. Thefe were 
likewife to determine extraordinarily in Caufes be¬ 
fore the Centumviri, which Caufes were become fo 
cxceflively numerous and tedious, that a Client cou’d 
feldom hope to fee his Suit finilh’d; and alfo to re¬ 
duce said digeft themintoa far lefsCompafs jfor which 
Purpofemany new and excellent Laws were made. 

While the Emperor took fuch great Care in the 
main Affairs of the State, he was no left bulily em¬ 
ploy’d about the Buildings of the City and other 
Places: And whereas Rome had loft much of its 
Splendor and Magnificence by the late Ruins and 
Conflagration, he much haften’d the re-edifying of 
all former Structures 3 and if the Proprietors neg¬ 
lected to build in any competent Time, he permit- 
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ted any other Perfon that pleas’d, to enter and take 
Poffeffion of the Ground where they ftood. But the 
Capitol was his principal Concern, in the rebuilding 
of which, for the great Encouragement to others, 
he himfelf was the firft that began the Work, and 
carry’d out thefirlt Rubbifli upon his own Shoulders, 
caufing his Nobility to follow his Example 3 by 
which means he caus’d it to be finifli’d in a ftiort 
Time, and that more beautiful andaftately than ever 
it had been. He moreover rais’d feveral new Edifi¬ 
ces of great Charge and Magnificence, particularly 
the Temple of Peace beforemention’d, not far from 
the main Forum 3 and the Temple of Claudius upon 
Mount Calius, which had been begun by the Em- 
prefs Agrippina, but was almoft entirely demolifh’d 
by Nero. He built befides a molt ftately Temple to 
the Goddefs Pallas , the Workman (hip of which was 
fo rich and exquifire, that it furpafs’d all that Rome 
ever faw : In the Paintings, Carvings, and Inlay¬ 
ings, the moft excellent Workmen in the World, 
whole Arts were then at the higheft, fliew’d their 
great Skill, and left Memorials of their Fame: And 

JoJephus allures us, that Men came from all Parts of 
the World, to view the Riches and Rarities of this 
Temple. He alfo built a famous Amphitheater in 
the midfi: of the City, of lingular and admirable 
Workmanfhip, the Ruins and Relicks of which 
remain to this Day. It was a noble Building of 
wonderful Largenefs and Magnificence, round in 
Form, as if two Theaters were join’d together like 
two half Circles, in the middle of which were re- 
prefented famous Shows, Spectacles, Wreftlings, 
Fightings with wild Beafts, and Combats of Gladia¬ 
tors 3 and all Things were form’d and contriv’d with 
fo much Art, that the Seats were capable of an infi¬ 
nite Number of People, without any Hindrance or 
Inconvenience to each other. As the late Fires had 
deftroy’d many Records relating to the Publick, he 

P under- 
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undertook to reftore three thouland Tables of Brafi 
which had been burnt, having with great Pains and 
Induftry found out their true Copies. Thefe were 
in fome fort the Regifters of the Empire, in which 
were recorded all Decrees of the Senate, all Ordi¬ 
nances of the People, all Treaties, Alliances, and 
Privileges granted to any Perfon or Corporation 
whatfoever, and all remarkable Occurrences from 
the very firft Foundation of the City. In thefe and 
the like Works he expended vaft Sums of Money. 

The good Emperor was not only mindful of the 
Eftablilhment and Rcftoration of the City, but he 
likewife extended his great Care to the fpeedy re-edi¬ 
fying of all others ruinous Cities and publick Build¬ 
ings in the Empire, many of which were finilh’d 
with great Coft and Beauty, the Walls fortify’d and 
Avenues fecur’d with no lefs Skill and Induftry. He 
built alfo many Cities and Towns in feveral Parts of 
the Roman Dominions; and with a mighty Charge 
caus’d the Flaminian Mountains to be made hollow, 

and cut down on both fides, and a commodious 
Way made to pafs through them. For the feveral 

Provinces of the Empire, Vefpafian took care of their 

Eftablilhment with great Prudence and Vigour; and 
like a Prince, and excellent Governor, fettled all 
Affairs to the Honour of the Roman State, and the 
Tranquility of the Inhabitants. He made great Alte¬ 
rations in many Parts of his Dominions, in which 
he often met with many Troubles and Difficulties, 
but mod of all from Antioch US, King of Comagena , in 

the fourth Year of his Reign; who, together with 

bis Son Epiphanes, was accus’d by C/eJennius Patrn, 
Governor of Syria, of holding private Correfpon- 
dence with Vologefus , King of Partbia , Pat us repre- 
fented to the Emperor, That if this Matter was not 
timely prevented, it might jhortly come to an open Revolt , 
which might give Diflur banco to the whole Roman Empire. 

Whereupon Vefpafian gave Orders to Patus to pro- 
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ceed as he thought expedient; and (hortly after, this 
Governor invaded the Province of Comagma with 
a confiderable Force, where he met with no great 
Kefidance: For Antioebus fearing too much to exaf- 
perate a powerful Nation, after fome few Marches, 
quitted his Country, and fled with his Wife and 
Daughters into Cilicia ; which fo difcourag’d his Ar¬ 
my, that difpairing to preferve his Kingdom, they 
join’d with the Romans. His two Sons, ' after fome 
vigorous Struggles and Efforts, finding no Security in 
their Father’s Country, fled into Partbia to Vologefus. 

But Antioebus was fuppriz’d in Cilicia by Pat™, who 
/hortly after caus’d him to be arrefted, and fent him 
bound towards Rome j but Vefvafian generoufiy pre¬ 
vented all ill Treatment towards the King, confider- 
ingmorethe ancient Friend/hip between them, than 
any Offences which gave Occafion to this War, and 
therefore he caus’d him to be loos’d, and to continue 
at LaceJamon, where he allowed him a Revenue fui- 
table to his Royal Dignity. This unexpe&ed Ufage 
caus’d his Sons to ufe the Mediation of Vologefus to 
procure a Reconciliation with the Emperor; which 
prov’d fo effectual, that both Father and Sons were 
lhortly after fent for to Rome , where they were cour- 
teoufly receiv’d, and remain’d there in great Splen¬ 
dour and Honour, But they loft their Dominions; 
for the Kingdom of Comagena from henceforward 
became a Province of the Roman Empire. 

About the fame time the Eaftern Parts of the Em- rhefeemd 
pire were in fome Confternation, by reafonof a dan- irruptim 

gerous Irruption of the Alani, a barbarous People of °f the N,rm . 
the Scythians, inhabiting about the River Tanais, and N *~ 
the Lake Maotis , who in vaft Numbers abandoned ^ ^ 
their own barren Country, and by the Afliftance of ’ 
the King of Hyrcania , invaded the Kingdom of Me- 73 ‘ 
did. There having made great Devaftations in this 
populous and opulent Country, they forc’d Paco- 
r >'!, the King, to betake himfelf to his ftrongeft 
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Town, where, with great difficulty, he redeem’d his 
Wife and Concubines with a hundred Talents. 


From thence thefe formidable People pafs’d into the 
Kingdom of Armenia, where, after great Ravages, 
Tiridates the King met them with a confiderable Ar¬ 
my. But in the firft Encounter Tiridates was over¬ 
thrown, and with extraordinary Hazards, efcaped, 
being taken alive in Battelj for having call a Rope 
about his Neck, they were dragging him amongft 
his Enemies, but he happily cut the Rope in pieces 
with his Sword, and fled. The dangerous Succefs 
and Progrefs of this barbarous Nation fo alarmed the 
Roman State, that Vejpafian thought fit to fend his 
Son Titus to chaftife their Infolence, and relieve a 

King that was his VafTal and Ally. Titus with a 
powerful Force march’d as far as the City of Anti¬ 
och , when the Report of fo potent an Enemy, and 
fo expert a Commander, fo terrify’d their confufed 
and undifeiplin’d Armies, that they foon retired in¬ 
to their own Country, carrying aw r ay vaft Numbers 
of Men and Cattle. This is the fexond memorable 


Irruption of the Northern barbarous Nations, fome 

of w hich, in after Ages, over-ran and ruin’d the Ro¬ 
man Empire. In the following Year Vejfafian joyn’d 
his Son Titus with him in Quality of Cenjcr , and they 
made the laft pubiick Cenjus in the Empire, in which 
Tliny obferves, that feveral Perfons were found of an 
extraordinary Age, particularly two of 150 Years. 
Vefpafiats (till proceeded in the great Affairs of the 
State with all the Wifdom and Vigour of a mighty 
Emperor, and all the Kindnefs and Clemency of a 
merciful good natur’d-Man. HisCourtefy and Cle¬ 
mency appear’d conftantly, both in his pubiick Ad- 
miniitraiion, and in his private Affairs; fo that 
i'carce one innocent Perfon was punilhed throughout 
his whole Reign: If any fuifered, it was wholly 
without his Defign and Knowledge. He always 
lhew’d himfeif very different from feveral of his 


Prede- 
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Predeceffors 3 for he was fo far from indulging him- 
felfin the Deftru&ion of any Man, that he could 
not fo much as look upon the Sufferings of a Crimi¬ 
nal, without fignifying his Compaffion by his Sighs 
and his Tears. Helvidius Trifcus , the Prattor, the on¬ 
ly Perfon that faluted him by the bare Name of Vef- 
fafian, after his return from Syria, and one who made 
no mention of the Emperor in his Edifts publifhed 
during his Office, could not provoke him by thefe 
open Affronts; till at length in his moft infolent Al¬ 
tercations, he endeavour’d to make him no better 
than an ordinary Man: Yet afterall, though he was 
banifhed before, and Orders iffuedout afterwards for 
his Execution, the Emperor fent tocountermand all 
Proceedings againft him, and would have undoubt¬ 
edly preferv’d him, had he not been deceiv’d with 
a falfe Intelligence of his Execution before the Ar¬ 
rival of his Meffengers. But the moft remarkable 
Criminal in this Reign was Julius Sabinus , who 
audacioufly proclaimed himfelf to be Cafar, and 
accordingly took up Arms to vindicate his Title 3 
but was at length fupprefs’d, and brought Prifoner 
to Rome. Several Intercelfions were made to the 
Emperor for his Pardon, and his Wife appearing 
in Mourning at Court, with her two young Sons, 
pleaded for her Family after this manner 3 O Caefar, 

I have brought forth tbef ? Infants , and gave 'em Nou- 
rijhment to encreafe the Number of your Supplicants, and 
to enlarge the Bounds of your Clemency. This Speech 

fo affefted the good Emperor, as to draw Tears 
from his Eyes, and to fave her and her Children 3 
but it could not procure the Pardon of her Husband, 
who had been too dangerous a Rival and Oppo- 
fer. 

In his more private Affairs he always made him¬ 
felf very eafy to his Subjects, and became very cour¬ 
teous and affable to all forts of People, permitting 
them to ufe any kind of Freedom with him. 

P } He 
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He was fo far from concealing the Meannefs of 
his former Condition, that he frequently difcours’d 
of it himfelf 3 and when fome particular Perfons, 
in a pompous and plaufible Manner pretended to 
derive his Pedigree from the very Founders of 
Reate y and the Companion of Htrcules ; he defpis’d 
and derided them, as a juft Reward for their Flat¬ 
teries. He had fo fmall a RefpeX for Titles, that 
he would not accept of that of Titer Tatria but 
with great Difficulty 3 and when the King of Tar - 
tbia had writ thus to him, Arfaces King of Kings , 
to Flavius Vefpafian 3 he, without reprehending his 
Pride, or relenting the Affront, directed his An- 
fwer thus3 Flavius Vefpafian, to Arcafcs, King tf 
Kings ; to fliew, that fuch Trifles were beneath the 

Regard of an Emperor. He (hewed a remarkable 
Civility and Familiarity towards all Men, and was 
rarely angry or mov’d at the Liberties of his Friends, 
the Gibes and Reflexions of the Lawyers, or the 
downright Rudenefs of Philofophers 3 of which 
Suetonius mentions fome particular Inftances. Lici- 
anus Mucianus, a Perfbn lcandalous for hifc unnatu¬ 
ral Impurity, prefuming upon his Merits, and car¬ 
rying himfelf infolently and irreverently, the Em¬ 
peror never rebuked him but in private 3 and ha¬ 
ving once complained of his Crimes to .a common 
Friend to both of them, he came in with this Con- 
dufion. Still I am a Man. When an Advocate 
called Salvius liberalise in the Defence of a Weal¬ 
thy Perfon, had the Impudence to fay before him. 

If my Client be worth an hundred Millions of Seforces , 
what is that to Cariar 3 Vejfajian was fo far from be¬ 
ing difgufted at it, that he gave him particular 
Thanks for ufing that Freedom. After the Philo- 
fophers had been banilhed the City, Demetrius the 
Cynick meeting him upon the Road, would not 
vouqhfafe to lhew him any kind of RefpeX, but 
proceeded fo far in his Irreverence, as to revile him 

openly 3 



Chap. V. VESPASIAN X; 

openly j bat the Emperor inflifted no other Punifh- 
ment, than barely to ftile him by the Title of Deg, 
alluding to the Name of his Se£f. 

Such was the courfe of Vefpafian s Adminiftra- 
tion, fo as to preferve himfelt from all kinds of 
Sowrenefs and Uneafinefs, and likewife from all 

kinds of Jealoufies and Sufpicions. And for rim 
Reafon his Refentment either of fudden Offences, 
or of old Animofities, was fo fmall, that he mar- 
ry’d the Daughter of his Predeceffor Vitellius , his 
inveterate Enemy, into a noble Family, and gene- 
roufty gave her a rich Dower, and all Accoutre¬ 
ments luitable to her Birth and Quality. Notwith- 
ftanding his great Generofiry and Clemency, many 
Plots and Confpiracies were form’d again!! him, in 
which he generally Ihew’d very little Concern j 
for he often pafs’d by the Treafon of fuch as con- 
fpir’d his Deilru&ion, faying, That they were all blind 

and inconsiderate , not knowing what a Weight and Bur¬ 
den the Empire was : And for the former Cuftom of 
fearching Fuch as came to falute or fpeak with the 
Emperor, he left that off before the Civil Wars 
were ended. He regarded thefe Matters the lefs, 
by reafon of the great Confidence he had in his own 
Fate and his Children; infomuch, that he declar’d 
in Open Senate, That either his Sons (hon'd fucceed him 
in the Empire >, or no Body. He was fo far from being 
carry’d away by Sufpicion or Dread, to the Deftru- 
ftion of any Perfon, that when he was ferioufly ad¬ 
vis’d by his Friends to beware of Mains Tompofianus> 
whom they had ftrong reafon to fufpedl; he, con¬ 
trary to all their Opinions, rais’d him to the Dignity 
of Confiil (hortly after, alluring them, That the Time 

o great a Bene- 

many Affronts 
put upon him in Nero's Reign ; 
and particularly, an Ulher coming to beg his Par¬ 
don after he was Emperor, for ruddy thrulting him 

' P Og out 
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out of his Room, and bidding him go hang himfelf 
in the Time of his Misfortune ; Vefpafian was pro¬ 
vok’d no further, than to bid him be gone almoftin 
the fame Terms he had us’d towards him. 

Notwithftanding this Emperor’s Clemency, and 
Forgivenefs appear’d in almoft all Cafes, he never 
was mild in palling by fcandalous Enormities, but 
was drift and fevere in reftraining and reprehend¬ 
ing of Vice } which may be faid to be his hift great 
Stroke in his re-eftabli(hing the Roman Empire. He 
found that the Manners of the Citizens were deplo¬ 
rably ' vitiated and corrupted by all kinds of Luxury: 
Therefore to put a check to their Debaucheries, he 

prevail’d with the Senate to make a Decree, That 

what Woman foever, who join’d her felf to another 
Perfon’s Servant, Ihou d finally lofe her own Liberty, 
and become a Vaflal her felf. To reform the Cor¬ 
ruptions of Ufurers, and the Loofnefs of Youth, he 
ordain’d. That no Ufurer fhou’d recpverany Money 
of young Heirs, if it was lent to be repaid with Ad* 
vantage upon the Deceafe of their Fathers. He made 
many e ther ftrift Law s for the reftraining of Lewd- 
ncls, and as he was fevere in punifhing of Vice, fo 
he w as no lefs remarkable for rewarding all kinds of 
Merits, in which he extended his Liberality to all 
forts of People, complearing the EftateSj and fettling 
Penfions upon all indigent Senators and Confular 
Perfons, when their Wants proceeded from no ma- 
nifeft Crimes of theirs. But his more particular 
Bounty he exprefs’d towards the Profdfors of all Arts 
and Sciences , and fettled, a conftant Salary of a 

hundred choufand Sejlerces upon the Teachers of 
Rhetorick, to be paid Yearly out of the Exchequer, 
He indeed banilh’d many of the Philofophers from 
the City, by reafon of their exceflive Infolence; but 
was always a true and hearty Encourager of Learn¬ 
ing and Learned Men. He entertain’d Jofefbus i th§ 
famous Writer of the Jewipi War and Antiquities^ 


r 
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with great Civility,, honour’d him with a Statue, and 
highly applauded his Writingsj tho’ all were notfi- 
nidl’d in his Reign. In his Reign flourifli’d Pliny the 
Elder, an eminent Natural Hiftorian, Quinttilian the 
renown’d Orator, and many other Perrons of great 

Learning, who were highly efteem’d by this Empe¬ 
ror. He was no lefs an Encourager of all other Ex¬ 
cellencies in Art, and invited the greateft Mailers 
and Artificers from all Parts of the World, by his 
bountiful Allowances, making likewife confiderable 
Prefents to ’em, as he found Occafion. An ingeni¬ 
ous Engineer undertaking to remove certain Co-, 
lumns of vaft Weight into the Capitol, at a fmall 

Charge, was well rewarded for the Invention, and his 
Performance excus’d, the Emperor telling him. That 
be Jhould let the Poor live. 

Yet all his numerous Ads of Generality and Mag¬ 
nificence cou’d not perferve him from the Scandal of 
Avarice and Rapacioufnefs, of which he gave many 
publick Teftimonies, Lome of which were below the 
Dignity of an Emperor. Suetonius tells us. That he 
was not content to revive the old Impofitions which 
had been , remitted under Galba , to add new and 
more grievous Tributes to feveral of the Provinces $ 
but he alfo drove a Trade publickly, which would 
have been dilhonourable to a private Perfon, bar¬ 
tering and buying Commodities, that he might fell 
’em to Advantage. Some believ’d that it was his 
Cuftom to advance the moll griping and rapacious of 
his Officers to the moll profitable Charges to make 
ufe of them as Sponges, and to fqueeze them when 
they were become rich. He defeended to fome very 
unufual and dilhonourable Imports, even to the lay¬ 
ing an Excife upon Perfons Urine. This caus’d his 
Son Tttus to remonftrate to him the bafenels of fuch 
an Invention } but Tefpafian immediately took fome 
of the firll Money that came from that Excife, and 
holding it to his Son, demanded, if the frneU offen- 

~ * ■ M 
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ded him ? And yet, proceeded he, this comes out of the 
Urine , For this and all other his fevere Impofts, 
Authors do much excufe him, by reafon of the great 
Neceffities of the State, and emptinefs of the Ex¬ 
chequer, when he came firft to the Government. 
For he then declar’d publicklyin the Senate, That fi r 
the Subfifkanct and Re-eftabli(hment of. the Common-wealth , 
be wanted a Supply of Forty Millions of great Sejlerees. 

An incredible Sam, exceeding three hundred Milli¬ 
ons of our Money. This is the more readily be¬ 
liev’d and acknowledg’d, becaufe he always employ’d 
his Revenue to great and noble Purpofes, and laid it 
out with great Wifdom and Liberality. His publick 
Works and Edifices were highly chargeable and ex- 
penfive j his Prefents and Penfions were numerous, 
and not without Profufenefs; and his Feafts and 
Entertainments were frequent and magnificent, ac¬ 
cording to his Quality : And in all things he atted 
principally to the Peace and Honour of his Subje&s 

in general; fo that by his daily confidering of their 

Good, the nearer he approach’d the end of his Days 
the more he encreas’d the hearty Love and Refpeft, 
of the whole Senate and People. 

The great Changes and new Eflablifhments he 
made in the Provinces and Tributary Kingdoms be¬ 
fore his Death, were very remarkable; many of 
which he reduc’d to a fuller Subjection to the Roman 
State than ever had they been before. Befides Judaea 
and Comagena , before particulariz’d, he reduc’d the 

Kingdoms of Licia , Tampbyila , and Cilicia , in Jfut, 

which before had their own proper Kings, to Pro¬ 
vinces of the Empire: In Europe he did the like to 
the Kingdoms of Acbaia and Thracia , the Iflands of 
Rhodes and Samos , together with the great City of 
Byzantium, and many other Places. Aur. Vidor tells 
us. That this Emperor new form’d and eftablifh’d a 
thoufand Nations, whofcarcely beforewerereckon’d 
to be two hundred, the greateft Part being extin- 

guifh’d 
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guifh’d by the Cruelty of former Tyrants. As to the 
Particulars and Occasions of all thefe A&s, Hiftori- 
ans have been to Ihort and imperfect ; tho’ we have 
Reafon to prefume from the reft of the A&ions of 
this Emperor, that his Conquefts and Redu&ions 
were not without good Ground or very plaufible 
Pretenfions. As no Provinces in the Empire lay out 
of his View and Care, fo in all his Reign he had a 
particular Regard to Britain , as a Nation that added 
much Glory and Renown to the Roman Empire. He 
fent firft Petilius Cereal/s to be Governor in thofe Parts, 
who bravely enter’d the Country of the Brigades, 
the moft Northern and numerous People in that Pro¬ 
vince; to whom he gave many and fignal Defeats, 
and either ravag’d or conquer’d the greateft Part of 
their Territories. So that Cerealis feem’d to have e- 
clipfed the Fame and Conduct of any that could 
come after him; when Julius Frontinus , a great 

Man, and as eminent as could be expe&ed after fuch 

a Predeceffor, fucceeded by Vefpafians Order in the 
fame Charge, with no lefs Glory. For he fubdu’d 
the ftrong and warlike Nation of the Silures, , the In¬ 
habitants of South-Wales ; where he had not only a 
potent Enemy to encounter, but alfo almoft infupe- 
rable Difficulties from the Nature and Situation of 
the Country. In the laft Year of Vefp.i(ion's Reign, 
Fiontinus was fucceeded by Julius Agricola , a Com¬ 
mander of great Fame, both for Valour and Con¬ 
duct, who enter’d upon the moft memorable Expe¬ 
dition that had ever been known in Britain , conti¬ 
nuing about feven or eight Years, and fucceeding 
with great Reputation and Renown. But nothing 
of great Note was perform’d by him in this Reign. 

Fefpafian being now in his Ninth Conful/hip, and 
his Son Titus in his Seventh, and having done many 
great and noble A6ts to the happy Settlement of the 
Empire, he was furpriz’d at Campania with fome 

light Motions of a Difteraper, when immediately 

he 
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he cry’d out, according to the Afpirings of his Pagan 

Principles, Methinks I am going to be a God. His ln- 
difpotition caul'ed him to remove to the City, from 
whence he retir’d to Cutylia and an Eftate he had 

about Reate, which he ufualiy viiited every Summer. 
In this Place, notwithftanding the Encreafe of his 
Diftemper, he gave himfelf up to the Affairs of the 
Empire, as formerly; but having corrupted his En¬ 
trails by the ufe of cold Water, he was after a fhort 
Time fuddenly taken with with a Flux, which foon 

brought him tofucha Weaknefs,thathewasready to 

faint; when of a fudden he cry’d out with his for¬ 
mer Courage and Bravery, An Emperor ought to die 

{landingon bis Feet ; and rainng himfelf up, he expir’d 

kin the Hands of thofe that fuftain’d him; his Death 
being highly lamented, and his Memory gratefully 
preferv’d by all the great and wife Men in the Em¬ 
pire. Thus dy’d Flavius Vefpafian, the Tenth Empe¬ 
ror of Rome, in the iixty ninth Year of his Age, af¬ 
ter a laborious Reign of ten Years, or very near; a 
Prince of great Wit'dom, Moderation, and Modefty, 

next julius Ceejar in War, and to Augujlus in Peace; 
one whom Providence feem’d to have rais’d on pur- 
pofe to reftore lo vaft an Empire as Rome , and fare 
it from finking ; and one whom Pliny {aid, That 

Greatnefs and Majefry had changed nothing in him , but 
only to make his Power of doing Good anfwerable to his 

Will. He was the Second Roman Emperor that dy’d 
a natural Death, and the fir ft that was fucceeded by 
his own Son. He dy’d in the 831 Year of the City, 
A- D. 79. it being 113 Years after the Beginning of 
the Empire by Julius C*far, and 105 after the full 
Settlement of it by Augujlus, 
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CHAP. VI. 


/rtfw the Death of Vespasian ft? /fo Death of 
Domitian //;£ Twelfth Emperor , which ended 
the Family of the Vespasians, dW the 
Twelve Caefars. 


Containing the Space of near feventeen TEARS . 

1.1 "1 PON the Deceafe of the great Vefpafan, J, D. 

Ijt his eldeft Son T//«t was univerfally receiv’d 79. 

and obey’d as Emperor; both for being his Father’s Titus 
AiTociate in the Empire, and likewife his being ap- made Em 

pointed his Succeffor by hislaft Will and Teftament : ?crer ' 
Only his ambitious Brother Domitian madefomeOp- 
polition, infolently maintaining. That his Father had 
nominated him , and that his Brother Titus had faljiff el 
hi si Fill ; but his Plea having but a weak Foundation, 
loon fell for want of a Support. Titus was now near 
3 9 Years of Age, a Perfon of uncommon Excellen¬ 
cies and Accomplifhments, both as to the Perfections 
of his Body, and the Ornaments of his Mind. He 

had ferved in many Wars and Expeditions, with 

great Honour and Renown, and difeharged many 
Offices in the State with no lefs Wifdorn and Under- 
handing. Yet notwithftanding his many Virtues 
and Dclcrts, he had not liv’d free from feveral Crimes 
and Vices, which brought many Accufations and 
Afperlions upon him in his Father’s Reign. His Se- 
\ crity to l'ome particular Perfons, and his counte¬ 
nancing the Allailination of A. Cecinna and feme 
others, for exciting the Soldiers to Sedition, gain’d 

him the Hatred of many. Belides his Cruelty, he 

was decry’d alfo for his Voluptuoufnefs and Luxury, 

for 
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for his frequent Spinning our his Treats and Collati¬ 
ons with the mod profufe and diffolute of his 
Friends, till Midnight and after. Now was he lefs 
accus’d for his Luft upon many Accounts, and par¬ 
ticularly for his extraordinary Paflion for Queen Be¬ 
renice 3 Sifter to King Jgrippa of ffudeea, to whom by 

Report he had promis’d Marriage, but perform’d it 
nor, by reafon of the Hatred or the People. He 
was fufpefted alfo of Rapine and Extortion, in re¬ 
lation to his Father’s new Impofitions, upon whofe 
Account he was willing to bear part of the Odium. 
And more than all, he was not only looked upon 

privately as a fecond Nero, but likewife pronounced 
fo publickly by the People; fo that fcarce ever any 
Man arrived at the Empire with a more fuliied Re¬ 
putation, or a greater Repugnancy of the People of 

Rome. 

But in a very fliort Time after his Entrance upon 
the Government, thefe Calumnies and Accufations 
turn’d all to his Praife and Advantage ; and his Ver- 
rues and Graces became fo bright and perfpicuous,as 
ro difperfe all Doubts and Suspicions, and to make 
him gain that Reputation under the Burden and 
Envy of the Empire, which he could not obtain un¬ 
der the Freedom of a Private Perfon. After this, he 
had fo much Skill and Addrefs, together with fo 
much good Fortune in gaining upon the Hearts and 
Affections of all People, as to be generally ftil'd, 

The Loire and Delight of Mankind. Vhiloflratus tells US, 

That he had before advis’d with the famous Apollo- 
vim Tynnaas how to govern well and nicely; who 

Only bad him Fellow his Father s Steps, and could not fail. 

His ftrft Step towards the gaining the Hearts of his 
Subjects, and his happy Government of the Empire, 
was his moderating his Pailions, and bridling his 
ftrong Inclinations 3 one great Inftance oi which, 
was his withdrawing himteif train the Company ol 
his beautiful Queen Berenice, and his fending her 

away 
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away, notwithftanding their mutual and paffionate 
Loves, and all out of the great Refpeft he bore to 
the Senate and People of Rome. He alfo difcharg’d 
feveral Perfons who were the chief Inftruments of 
his Delights and Recreations, rightly judging them 
to be unbecoming the Majefty and Dignity of his 
Office. He not only forbore to countenance and 
carefs his Company of Dancers, whom he had for¬ 
merly chofen with great Skill, but alfo to fee them 
in any publick Affembly} tho’ he was ftill a great 
Encourager of publick Games and manly Paftimes. 
In all thefe Matters, he fhew’d fuch a happy Mix- 
rure of firm Refolution and humble Modefty, that 

of him it was faid, That if ever any Man truly abfiaind 
from what was his own , he was the P erf on. He was not 

thus only in refpeft to himfelf, but likewife to all 
others, for he never took any thing from a Citi¬ 
zen ; and was fo little addi&ed to defire other Men’s 
Properties, that he wou’d not receive the ufual Pre- 
fents and Contributions which were his due : Yet 
none of his Predeceffors was more truly liberal and 
munificent than he. 

The firft publick Aft he did, was a general Con¬ 
firmation and Ratification of many Rewards and 
Privileges which had been granted by feveral of his 
Predeceffors, not conlidering an Order of Tiberius , 
by which fucceeding Emperors might refufe to con¬ 
firm their Predeceffors Grants} fo that when they 
did confirm ’em, it was commonly with fuch For¬ 
mality, as if they were the firft and only Donors: 
But Titus , without thefe Formalities, confirm’d all by 
one general Edift, and was the firft Emperor that 
obferv’d that Method. After this he proceeded with 
all Wifdom and Diligenece in the great Affairs of the 
Publick, and particularly in the regulating and re¬ 
forming of feveral Mifchiefs which had not been 
perfectly remov’d in his Father’s Reign; amongft 

which that of Informers , Promoters, and Pettifoggers 
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W’as very notorious, who had their Rife from the Li- 
centioufnefs and impunity of former Reigns, and 
daily increafing in Corruptions, they became the 
Caulers and hcmenters of all kinds of Heats and 
Dilfentions. Of thele Titus made daily and publick 
Examples, condemning them to be fcourg’d and 
beaten with Clubs in the main Forum, then to be 


dragg’d through the Theater, and at laft, part to be 
fold as Slaves, and part to be tranlported to unin¬ 
habited Elands, tiil he had utterly exterminated thofe 
Pelts of the City. To put a further Stop than his 
Father had done to the Corruptions and Tedioufnefs 
of Law-Suits, he prohibited, among other Things, 
that the fame Cafe fliould be try’d by feveral Laws; 
or that any one fhould inquire into the Eftate of 
any dead Perfon, after a fet and preciles Number of 
Years. 


He was no lefs adtive than his Father in repairing 
of ancient Buildings, and eredting of new , and af¬ 
ter he had dedicated the famous Amphitheater, and 
with admirable Expedition finifh’d the Baths hard by, 
he exhibited many Shows w hich were very fumptu- 
ous and magnificent. He prefented alfo the People 
w ith a Naval Battel, in the old Naumacbia, as alfo 
a Prize by his Gladiators in the fame Place ; and-in 


one Day he caus’d 5000 Wild Beads of all Kinds to 
be baited for the Satisfaction of the Citizens. Thefe 


publick Rtloycings and reftivais were continu’d for 
a hundred Daysiiiconnvcly ; in which, ar.d in all 

other Cafes, he treated the People with exceeding 

Kindnefsand Affability, and having delign’d to give 
them the Diveriion of the Gladiators, he order’d it 


to be proclamin:'d, 7 ih:r ..UTbrags fhou’d be exhibited, not 
accenting t: his oti n F.u.Cj, bi:t the Fieafttrc cf the Specta¬ 
tors 5 and he w : as lo far rroni refuiing what they de* 

tir’d, that he earneftlv iolicited them to declare their 

* 

Minds. Moreover, his Compiailance was fo great, 
that tho ; in his Judgment he was for one Party of 

the 
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the Gladiators, yet he many times joyn’d both in 
Voiceand Gefture with the Opinion of the People - 
yet Hill fo as to retain the Majefty of an Emperor, and 
to do no Injuftice in the Diftribution of the feveral 
Prizes. And that he might not be deficient in any 
point of Popularity, he permitted thofe of the com¬ 
mon Rank to have accefs into his Baths, while he 
was bathing himfelf. His Liberality, Courtefie, and 
Readinefs to do good, have been obferv’d and ap¬ 
plauded by Writers in all Ages; and even St. Augu- 
fiine ftil’d him by the Title of a mojl fweet Prince. 
One of his principal Methods Vas never to fend 
away any Petitioner with an unpleafmg Anfwer, 
nor without fome hopes of Succefs; and thereupon 
being advertis’d by i'ome of his Council, That he 

promid d more than he Jeem'd able to perform, he made 
anfwer, That no Man ought to depart Jorrowful from 
the Prefence of a Prince 3 an Anfwer that fufficiently 

ftiew’d his Difpofiton to Mercy and Goodnefs. He 

was naturally io defirous of doing Good, and of af~ 
filling others in all kinds of Neceffities, that one 
Night being told, that he had done nothing for any 
Perfon that Day, he with a heavy Countenance, ex- 
prefs’d his Dilfatisfa&ion in this meihorable Apoph¬ 
thegm, Amici, Diem perdidi, My Friends, I have lof a 

Day j a Sentence worthy of an Emperor, and to be 
retain’d in the Memory of all Princes. 

The whole Rule and Government of this Empe¬ 
ror, was mild and merciful, fo as to receive no Ac- 
cufation againft fuch as cenfur’d and abus’d him ; 

for he ufually faid, When I do nothing worthy of Conjure, 
I regard not Calumnies. He was fo tender of the Lives 
of his Subjects, that when he enter’d upon the Of¬ 
fice of Pontifex Maximus, he folemnly protelled, That 
he did it to keep his Hands pure and undefled from Blood j 

from which time he never was either the Author, or 
the Occalion of any Man’s Death, tho* be wanted 
not Opportunities of executing his Revenge j af- 

Q- firming, 
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firming. That he had rather die himfelf than put another to 

Death. Of thisgreat Clemency, there was a remarkable 
Inftance-. Two of the Patrician Degree being con- 
vidted of Treafon, and afpiring to the Empire, he. 
made ufe of no Torments or Inquifitions, nor in- 
flidted any Puniihment, but only privately admo~ 
nilh’d ’em to delift, mildly telling them, That the Em¬ 
pire was given by Providence , and that it was in vain to 
commit a Dittany either in Hopes of obtaining it , or though 
Fear to be dijappointed of it: But for any thing elfe , they 
might command what be con'd grant. At the fame time 
he dil'patch’d a Meffenger to one of their Mothers to 
eafe her of her Fears, and to affure her That her Son 
was out of all Danger • and, as if this was not a fuffi- 

cient Inftance of his Generofity, he not only enter¬ 
tain’d them at Supper with himfelf that Night, but 
the next Day at a Speftacle of Gladiators, plac’d 
them by himfelf, and when the Combatants Wea¬ 
pons were according to Cuftom prefented to him, 
he publickly defir'd their Judgmentand Approbation. 
His Carriage was no lefs remarkable towards his Bro¬ 
ther Dcmitian, who was continually confpiring a- 
gainft his Perfon, and as often incenling the Legions 
and Cohorts againft him, foliciting them to a De¬ 
fection, in order to which he had prepar’d all Mat¬ 
ters for an open Rebellion. Yet notwithftanding all 

thefe Provocations and Dangers, he wou’d not be 

perfwaded, either to execute, banifh, or difcounte- 
nance him by diminifhing his former Honours 3 but 
on the contrary, he comported himfelf towards him 
as at firft, giving him the Title of Jjfociate and Sue • 
cejfor , and with Tears privately intreacing him, Not 

to attempt that by Trecjtn and Fratricide which he fisortly 
fbculd obtain freely and in courje 3 therefore he defir'd, That 

at length they might live amicably like Brothel. 

In the lhort Reign of this Emperor, ^iere hap¬ 
pen’d fome Misfortunes and Calamities nojlefs unex¬ 
pected than deplorable: The firft was a dreadful and 

almoft 



Chap. Vr. TITUS Xf. 

almoft incredible Eruptions of the Flames of Mount 
Vefuvius and Campania, which after it had ruin’d many 
Cities, and a vaft Trad of Land, the Afhes were car- 
ry’d through the Air into many diftant Nations. At 
this Mount, Pliny the Elder, and famous natural Hi- 
ftorian, then Admiral of the Roman Navy, beingdefi- 
rous to difcover the Reafon of this wonderful Acci¬ 
dent, by his too near approaching it, was fuffocated 
in the Smoak, as his Nephew teftifies. Belides this 
terrible Calamity, there happened a Fire in Rome, 
which lalled three Days, and as many Nights incef- 
fantlyj and likewife a dangerous Peftilence,in which 
there commonly dy’dten thoufand every Day. Ne- 
verthelefs, in all thefe Miferies, Titus behaved him- 
felf not only with the Care and Regard of a Prince, 
but likewife with theTendernefs and Companion of 
a Father, comforting the diftrefled with his reviving 
Edi£ts,and afTiftingthem as his own Revenues would 
permit him. He chofe fuch Perfons by Suffrage, as 
had been Confuls before, to take upon them the 
Charge of feeing the Ruins in Campania repaired - y 
and fuch Goods and Eftates as were found pertaining 
to Perfons which had perifhed by the faid Mountain, 
andhaddy’d without Heirs, he commanded fhou’d 
be employ’d towardsthe Building of thofeCities and 
Towns which hadfuffer’d. In relation to the Burn¬ 
ing of the City, he publickly declar’d, That he would 
take the whole Lofs of that upon bimfelf-, and according¬ 
ly he defign’d all the Ornaments and Furniture be¬ 
longing to his own Palaces, to the Re-adornment of 
the Temples,and publick Buildings ofthe City: And 
that all Things might be effe&ed with more Certain¬ 
ty and Expedition, he commiflion’d feveral Roman 
Knights to fee all his Commands executed. Then to 
remedy the Peftilence, and to abate the Malignity of 
that Diftemper, there were no Methods, either Hu¬ 
man or Divine, that he neglected 3 having fought 
out all forts of Remedies, and all kinds of Sacrifices 

Q_ x which 
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which he thought might be of any imaginable Ufe. 

While Titus was thus bufrly employ’d in the A flairs 
of a calamitous, tho’ peaceful Empire, Agricola , his 
renown’d Lieutenant in Britain, proceeded in his fa¬ 
mous Expedition with admirable Succefs, both in re¬ 
ducing and civilizing that Nation. He had enter’d 
Britain in the Reign of Vefpafian, a fhort time before 
\vhofe Arrival, the OrJcvices, the Inhabitants of North- 
Wales , had almoft entirely deftroy’d a Wing of the 
"Rcm.-n Legions; by which Means the reft of the con¬ 
quer’d Nations were all ready for a Revolt, either 
out of a delire of Liberty, or to difeover the Worth of 
the new Lieutenant. Agricola , tho’ the Seafon was 
far advanc’d, with great Celerity gathered together 
his fcatter’d Troops and Auxiliaries, and march’d to¬ 
wards thefe formidable People, who kept themfelves 
in places of Advantage, and durft not defeend into 
indifferent Ground. He therefore with great Brave¬ 
ry, placing himfelf foremoft, advanc’d tov/ards them 
with his Army, and being feconded with the Skill 
and Courage of his veterane Soldiers, put them all to 
Flight and Sword, fo that the whole Nation was ai¬ 
med extirpated. Agricola , finding that all Things 
were like to fucceed according to the Event of his 
firft Actions, immediately determin’d to make him- 
felfMafter of the Ille Mona, or Anglcfej , but this De- 
fign being fo luddenly laid, Ships were wanting for 
the Expedition, which defeCt was notwithftanding 
fupply’d by the great Policy and Refolution of the 
General. He commanded a choice Body of Auxilia¬ 
ries, who were well acquainted with the Shallows of 
the Waters, fuddenly to pafs over, and invade the 
3 Hand ; and thefe, by the Cuftom of their Native 
Country, beingable inSwimming to govern them- 
lelvcs,their Horfesand Arms,perform'd it fo effectu¬ 
ally,that the Enemy,who firft expeCted a Fleer, were 
exceedingly furpriz’d and confounded, as fuppofing 

nothing could be hard or invincible to Men that be¬ 
gan 
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gan a War with fuch Refolution. Whereupon they 
immediately defir’d Peace, and furrender’d the liland 
rothe Commandof Agricola , who now became great 
^nd famous, as having upon his Entrance, a Time u- 
fually fpent in Ceremony and Oftenration, encoun¬ 
ter’d fo much Toil and Hazard with great Succefs. 

Agricola in rhefeprofperous Proceedings of Impor¬ 
tunes, fought not with any glorious Relations or Let¬ 
ters, to improve and augment the Greatnefs of his 
Honour; but rather in feeking to fupprefs the Fame 
of his Actions, made ’em become more fplendent: 

And then applying himfelf to Civil Government,he 
regulated and reform’d many Abufes and Corrupti¬ 
ons in his Family, in his Camp, and in the whole 
Province,and efpecially thofe that affiidted the poor¬ 
er fort, as Exa&ions, encieate of Tributes, and Pay¬ 
ments of Corn, which had been very burdenfometo 

the Britain :j all which he moderated and levelled in 
fuch a manner, as they became cafie to the Inhabi¬ 
tants. By fupprdfing thefe and the lifte Enormities, 
he gain’d no lefs Honour than in the Field, all Per- 
fons beginning to entertain an honourable Opinion 
of their new' Governor. And whereas the Britains, 
hitherto harafs’d with Oppreftians and Wars, had 
frnall Leifure or Inclination to apply themfelves to 
Matters that accompany Peace, and to the Orna¬ 
ment of Civil and fetled Societies; therefore they 
were ready for Revolts and Infurredtions uponevery 
flight Occafion. The better to induce them by Pka- 
fures to Reft and Quietnefs, he exhorted them in 
private, and aftifted them in Publick to build Tem¬ 
ples, Places of Refort, and ftately Houles; and like- 
wife provided, that the Sons of the Nobility fhould 
be carefully inftrudted in the liberal Arts and Sci¬ 
ences, commending the Induftry, and preferring the 
Parts of the Britains before thofe of the Gauls ; fo 
that they, who but lately defpis’d the Roman Lan- 

’ " ’ the Graces of it. 
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From that time alfo, the Roman Modes and Dreffes 

became in requeft, and the Gown commonly wore j 
proceeding by degrees to their foftnefs an incen¬ 
tives to Debauchery, Portio’s, Baths, and Banquets, 
which by the Ignorant were termed Genteelnefs, 
when in reality Tacitus tells us, they were but the 
Trappings of their Yoke and Bondage. By thefe 
Means Agricola brought the Brit tins to a more gene¬ 
ral Inclination to Peace, which partly by the Negli¬ 
gence, and partly by the Avarice of former Gover¬ 
nors, had been no lefs odious than War it felf. 

In the following Year, Agricola, unfatisfy’d with 

his former Conquefts, difcover’d new Countries and 
Parts of Britain yet untouch’d, or at leaft not fully 
fubdu’dj and being ambitious of drawing the Con¬ 
fines of the Roman Empire into a larger compafs, he 
marched Northward up to the very Frith of Tans or 
Tweed, wafting all as he pafs’d, and without Refi¬ 
nance fortify’d the Paflages with Caftles and Forts, 
which he ftored with fumcient Provifions. By which 
means every v. interingGarrifon fecured and guarded 
it felf, and with the Summer Service, ever repaired 
the Winters Mifcarriages j which continually difap- 

pointed the Enemy, fo that Agricola had all the Suc- 
cefles hecould defire. The following Summer he fpent 
in ordering and lcnirg what he had over-run j and 
with fuch Succefs, that if the Valour of his Armies, 
and the Glory of the Reman Empire could have per¬ 
mitted it, they needed not have fought any other 
Boundary in Britain. For the Friths of Glota , and Bo- 
detria, Dunbretton and Edaiborcugb, two Arms of tWO 
oppohte Seas, Ihooting far into the Land, were only 
divided by a narrow Neck of Land, which Agriccla 
had fecur’d by Forts and Garrifons^ fo that the Ro¬ 
mans were abi'olute Lords of all the South Side, and 

had pent UD the Enemv as ir were wirhin another 
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For thefe great Succeffes and Exploits in Britain, 
Agricola not only purchas’d much Fame, but Titus 
alfo receiv’d great Honours upon his Account, parti¬ 
cularly to be Taluted lmperator the fifteenth Time. But 
this Emperor liv’d not to enjoy thefe Honours, be¬ 
ing fuddenly fnatch’d away, to the exceeding detri¬ 
ment of the World, and to the unexpreuible Grief of 
all his Subje&s. Not long before, at the finilhing of 
certain publick Solemnities, in which he wept plen¬ 
tifully before the People, he retir’d into the Terri¬ 
tories of the Sabims , fomewhat more melancholly 
than formrely, being difcourag’d at fome unfortu¬ 
nate Omens. In his firft Stage he was furpriz’d with 

a violent Fever, and being dtrry’d afterwards in his 
Litter, and finding that he mu'ft fubmit to Death, he 
cou’d not forbear expretfing his mighty Jnwilling- 
nefs to depart 3 and looking up to Heaven, with an 
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iy fo undefervedly , and protefi 


/hould 



Ccurfe of his Life , he did not know of any Action but one 

that he ought repent of which he did not exprefs 
Shortly after, he dy’d upon the Ides of September , in The DeatS 

the fame Town where his Father dy’d, not without "/Titus, 
fufpicion of his Brother’s Treachery, being now 

the 41/'Year of his Age, having had but a ft 
Reign of two Years, as many Months, and twenty 
Days3 a Prince too deferving for fo corrupt an Age, 
and one whom Tacitus fays, was capable of any kind 
of Dignity, in whofe countenance was no lefs 
Sweetnefs than Majefty. This happen’d 48 Years 
after our Saviour’s Crucifixion 3 about which Time 
feveral dangerous Herefies began to creep into the 
Church, and corrupt the Purity of the c hrifian 

Faith. 

II. As foon as the Death of Titus was known and j ft 


publifli’d, a general Grief and Sadnefs appear’d in all 
the City, which in a Ihort timefpread it lelf through 

0_4 all 
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all the Provinces to the utmoll Bounds of the Em¬ 
pire ; this Prince being lamented in all Parrs, as tho’ 

the World had been deprived of a perpetual Pro¬ 
testor. All the Senators, whithout any legal and re¬ 
gular Convocation, hafted to the Senate-Houfe with 
great Impatience; and fhuttingthe Doors for a time, 
open’d them again, render’d more Thanks and Ac¬ 
knowledgments, and heap’d upon him more Praifes 
and Encomiums, than ever the Emperor obtain’d, 
either before or after his Death, placing him alfo 
among their Gods; which fhews with what great Fa¬ 
cility, and in how fhort a Time a Prince may gain 
the Hearts of his Subjects. This great and venera- 

Domitian ble RefpeCt that all had for him and his Father, caus’d 

made Em- his Brother Domitian to fucceed him in the Empire, 

?rrer ‘ without Oppofition or Contradiction, notwithftand- 

ing the ill Opinion that many had juftly conceiv’d of 
him, he being now about thirty Years of Age. The 
Pride and Ambition of this Prince had formerly ap¬ 
pear’d in feveral manifeft Inftances, which caus’d ma¬ 
ny to dread his Government; and tho’ he fhew’d 
great concern for the Death of his Brother, yet fhort- 
ly after his Arrival at the Empire, he infoleritly de¬ 
clar'd in open Senate, That it was he who had given it 

hetb to his Father and Brother, and that they had but re¬ 
ft cr d it to him again. In the former parr of his Reign, 
his Vices and Enormities were happily temper’d by 
many wife and good Actions3 in which Time he 
fpent and employ’d many of his Hours in divers kinds 
of Recreations and Diverfions, particularly in Arche¬ 
ry and Gaming, in the former of which he wasfo 
wonderfully expert, that out of Glory hew'ou’d of¬ 
ten caufe his Page to Hand at a great Diftance with 
his Hands lpread for a Mark, where he wou’dJhoor 
with that Art, as rollick all his Arrow's between his 
Fingers without any Hurt. And here I muft not o- 
mic one cruel, tho’ defpicable Recreation, of which 
all Authors rake notice: which was his ufual Cullom 

of 
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of retiring an Hour in a Day into his Chamber, in 
the Beginning of his Reign, where his foie Employ¬ 
ment was a ridiculous catching of Flies, and prick* 
ing ’em through with a fharp Bodkin 3 which Cu- 
ftom gave Occalion to Crifptss, when one enquir’d, 
whether any Body was with the Emperor, (harply 

to anlwcr, Not fo much as a Fly. 

The Begining of his Reign was generally accep¬ 
table to the People, at which time he fhew’d fo great 
an Abhorrency to all Manner of Cruelty and Blood- 
fhed, that he once refolv’d by exprefs Edict to forbid 
the facrificing of Oxen. Healfo fhew’d no Signs of 
Avarice or Parfimony 3 but on the other fide, gave 

frequent Teftimonies not only of his Moderation, 

but Liberality, behaving himfelfvery bountifully to 
all that w'ere about him, inculcating nothing to them 
fo much as to avoid Bafenefs and Sordidnets. Such 
Inheritances as were left him by Perfons who had 
Children, he would not accept3 and refus’d feveral 
other Eftates 3 and likewife remitted many Penal¬ 
ties and Tributes which were his Right. He neg¬ 
lected all kind of Literature, which his Father and 
Brother had highly encourag’d 3 only he was very 

careful and liberal in repairingohhe Libraries which 
had been burnt, and recovering Copies of fuch 
Books as had been loft, fending purpofely to Alexan¬ 
dria to tranfcribe and correct them. But he had fo 
great a hatred to Philofophers, Mathematicians, and 
Aftrologers, that in the fecond Year of his Reign, he 
not only banifh’d them out of Rome , but likewife out 
of all Italy. But in publick Edifices, Shows, and 
Spectacles, he was no lefs Ambitious than any of his 
Predeceffors. He rebuilt feveral (lately and noble 

Fabricks, which had been deftroy’d by the Fire in 
his Brother’s Reign 3 among the reft, of the Capitol 
which had been burnt again: But he^vas refolv’d to 
engrofs the Honour and Glory of it to himfelf 3 for 
he wou’d not permit any Name to be putin the In- 
‘ - fcriptions 
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fcriptians but bis own, nor allow the lea ft mention 
ef the Primitive Founder. In the Capitol he erect¬ 
ed a new Chappel, which he dedicated to Jupiter 
Cuftos, as alfo a Forum, or a Hall of Juftice ; and in 
Honour of Jupiter Capitolinus , he inftituted three 
forts of Cornells to be obferv’d every five Years, of 
Mufick, Horfemanlhip, and Wreftling, in which he 
diftributed his Coronets in great Numbers, He like- 
wife built another Temple forth e Flavian Family, a 
Courfe or Lifts for Races and Wreftlings, a Mufick- 
Houfe, and many other publick and magnificent 
.Buildings. 4* 

The better to obtain the Favour and Applaufe of 
the People, Domitian ordain'd many publick Shows 
and Games which were exhibited with wonderful 
mp and Curiofity. Firft, he caus’d a vaft Lake to 
digg’d near the River Tiber, furrounding it with 
fpacious Walls and numerous Seats j in which here- 
prefented Sea-Fights, by great Numbers of Ships, 
which almoft amounted to compleat Fleets, and 
fcarcely differ'd from real Battels. He alfo frequent¬ 
ly exhibited that cruel Sport of Gladiators, and gave 
large Rewards to Chariot-Racers. He had likewife 
his Tourneys, and Battels of Horfe Men and Foot- 
Men, and Huntings and Baitings of infinite Num¬ 
bers of Wild Beafts, in which he exceeded all his 
Predeceflbrs; for he caus’d Women; as well as Men, 
publickly to fight with Wild Beafts. In the third 
Ludi Ss- Year of his Reign he caus’d the Celebration of thofe 

cufares. 
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great Games and Feafts call’d, Secular, which of all 
others were far the mod folemn and magnificent, 
and in a regular Courfe cou’d be reprefented but 
once in a hundred Years, which was lb long fince 
their Celebration by Augufius ; only Claudius had or¬ 
der’d them in his own Reign, without obferving 
Time or Order. In thefe folemn and religious 
Games he added many Things, and befides had De¬ 
putations and Conuoverfics both in Latin and Greek 

Profe ? 
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Profe, as alfo all kinds of Muficians, Singers, and 
Dancers, together with Virgins for running of Ra¬ 
ces: In all which Solemnities hediftributed great Re¬ 
wards, fitting Prefidenthimfelf,magnificently adorn’d 
withapurple Robe and Crown, with the Prieft of 
Jupiter, and the College of the Flavian Priefts about 

him, with their Coronets. He alfo promoted all 

kinds of Tragedies, Comedies, and Stage-Plays; and 
in conclufion,there were made by his Order all thofe 
Feafts, Games, and Revels, that ever had been feen 
or known in Rome, befides many which were new¬ 
ly invehted. Among all which- he made a Diftribu- 
tion among the whole Body of the Roman People of 
500 Sefterces to every Perron call’d Congiarir, and 
during the time of thefe Revels, which lafted a con- 

fiderable time,he made many fumptuousBanquetsand 
publick Entertainments; and there were thrown a- 
mong the common People all forts Coins, Clothes, 
and other valuable Things out of Windows, which 

were call’d Miffilia. By which kind of Shows and 
Benevolences, he was greatly efteem’d by the vulgar 
Sort in the former Part of his Reign. 

But in fome other Matters Domitian was more de- 
fervedly commended and efteem’d; particularly in' 
his Adminiftration of Juftice, in which he was more 
than ordinary diligent and induftrious: He many 
times fat himfelf in an extraordinary Manner in the 
Courts, and fuperfeded the partial Sentences of the 

C entumviri : He likewife admonilh’d the Commifli- 
oners and delegated Judges, not to incline too much 
to the rhetorical Perfwalions ol fuch as interpofed in 
the behalf of the Slaves and Servants who demand¬ 
ed their Liberty, feverely punilhing fuch Judges and 
Counfellors as were corrupt, and adted by Bribes. 

And in this Matter he was fo careful as to encourage 
the Tribunes himfelf to accufea particular ^y£dile of 
Extortion,and to demand Juftice againft him of the 

Senate. He was fo exadt in relation to the Corrup¬ 
tion 

9 
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tions, and Enormities of the City Magiftrates, and 
the feveral Governors of Provinces, that there was 
never known more Equity and Modefty among the 
great Officers,than in his Reign, tho’ after his Death 
moft of the Came Perfons were convidt of all Man¬ 
ner of Crimes. He purfu’d his Father’sand Brother’s 
Defigns as to the reforming of tedious Law-Suits, 
and in banifhing Delators and Promoters ; and he dif- 
fharg’d fuch as had been fued in the Exchequer five 
Years before, and had their Suits ftill depending,not 
allowing any new Procefs to be made upon that Ac¬ 
count, but within a Year’s fpacej and with this par¬ 
ticular Caution, That if the Informer made not his 

Charge good, he fhould fuffer Banifliment. He I ike- 
wife prohibited the Caltration of Children; and fuch 
as were Eunuchs already, and in the Polfeffion of the 
Merchants, he moderated their Prices, and reduc’d 
them to a more reafonable Rate. Obferving a vaft 
Plenty of Wine, and as great a Scarcity of Corn 
the fame Year, he concluded, that the great Care in 
cultivating Vines had caus’d the negleft of Tillage; 
to prevent with Inconvenience for the future, he by 
an Edidt commanded, that no more Vines fhould be 
planted in Italy, and that they fhould be cut down in 
the Provinces, or at leaft reduc’d to a Moiety: But 
he perfifted not long in this Refolution. Having ta¬ 
ken upon him the Office of Cenfor, and the Regula¬ 
tion of Manners, he reform’d many Abufes in the 
City • particularly he fupprefs’d fuch Libels ar.d De¬ 
famatory Writings, as any ways reflected upon Per¬ 
fons of Quality of either Sex, and caus’d them to be 
burnt, adding Difgrace and Infamy to the Authors, 
He turn’d a Senator out of the Houfe, purely for his 
immoderate Delight in Buffoonry and Dancing: 
judging thofe Qualities below the Dignity of that 
venerable Oidei. From fuch Women as were Scan¬ 
dalous in their Lives, he took away the Privilege ol 

Litters, and their Capacities of Legacies and Inheri¬ 
tance 
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tance; andftruck a Rowan Knight out of the Lift of 
the Judges, for receiving his Wife after Ihe had been 
repudiate for Adultery. But as for the Whoredoms 
of the Veflal Virgins, which had been accidentally 
negleCted by his Father and Brother, he punilh’d 
without Mercy: Such as were convicted but once, 
fuffer’d Death as ordinary Malefactors; but others 
were bury’d alive, according to the ancient Cuftom, 
and their aflociate Criminals whipt to Death. Thefe 
and the like memorable A&s of Juftice, have been 
highly applauded by many; but in mod of ’em he 
us’d fuch Pride and Elation, and fhew’d himfelf fo 
exceflively Vain-glorious, as gave almoft evident 
Tokens of his future Enormities. He was at prefent 
very various by reafon of the Equality and Propor¬ 
tion of his Vertues and Vices, till in Proceis of 
Time, the latter prevail’d fo as to drive him into all 
kinds of Cruelties and Impieties. 

In all the Beginning of this Emperor’s Reign, Agrl- Agnco- 
cola vigoroufly purfu’d his great Attempts and Enter- la '-' Pr "~ 
prizes in Britain ; and after thofe memorable Sue- g^airi. 
celfes in the laft Reign, he continu’d his Progrefs, 
and with many profperous Conflicts fubdu’d ibme 
adjacent Places and People, till then unknown to the 
Romans ; and likewife put Garrifons into thofe Parts 
of Britain which lie towards Ireland. After this, fuf- 
peCtingageneral InfurreCiionof the Caledonians, thofe 
fierce Northern Nations beyond Bodotria, in the fol¬ 
lowing Years he man’dout a Fleet to fearch out the 
Creeks and Harbours of that ample Region, and with 
his Army march’d lor the North. After various Pro- 
grelfions and Succelfes, the Britains , intent upon no¬ 
thing but Revenge or Slayery, by Leagues and Trea¬ 
ties mufter’d up their whole Power; being at laft 
fenfible, that a common Danger mult be repell’d by 
Confederacy and Union. Thefe, as their laft Ef¬ 
fort,had gather’d together above 30000 armed Men, 
befides great Numbers of Youth, and lufty old Men, 

who 
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who formerly had been famous Soldiers, and ftill re¬ 
tain’d the Scars and Badges of their Bravery. Upon 
the Approaches of both Armies, all Perfons with 
great Eagemefe and Impatience attended the Succefs 
of this deciding Battel; and Galgacus both by Birth 
and Merit Commander of the Britains , with a noble 
Warmth and Courage is faid to have fpoken to this 
Eife&. When I confider the Caufe of this IVar , and our 
frefent Urgency , I have Reafon to prefume , that the future 
Happinefs and Freedom of the whole Ijland will date their 
Birth from this important Day* For we are the mofi va¬ 
liant Remains of the Britains, feated in the remoteft Parts , 
beyond the Ken of thofe Nations enflav'd by the Enemy j fo 
that ottr Eyes are yet unpolluted , and free from the Conta¬ 
gion of Foreign Tyranny j and this fecret Recefs> unknown 

to Fame , hath hitherto prefervd us in all the Bleffmgs of 
liberty . Beyond us in no Nation , nothing but IVaves and 
Rocks 3 on that Side , nothing but Bondage and Slavery , 
which we mufl expect from the Romans , a People unfati - 
able in their Lufis , and unbounded in their Ambitions . 
Thofe Robbers of the World , and Ravagers of the Univerfr 
now the exbaujted Lands can no more fumifh their Rapines , 
endeavour to rifle the wide Sea and Ocean . When they 

meet with opulent Enemies , their Cruelty proceeds from A • 

varice ; when with Poor, it arifes from Ambition * The 

vafi as they are , cannot fatiate their vo¬ 
racious Minds } they, and they alone , with ecyual Greedi- 
nefs and Appetite , at the Riches and Poverty of all 

Nations . Devaflations y Murders , Extirpation , fw/i 

tbefalfe Names of Empire Govern¬ 
ment , they boafi of eflablifiling Peace in thofe Pro - 
vinces they have render d defolate . 0#r Goo<& ^ro ft&eir 
7 ributCy our Com their Proviflony our Bodies their Tools for 
all kinds of Drudgery , jwi i/ fjfeo Mode fly of our Wives and 
Daughters has preferv d them from openViolencey when they 
were EnemieSy it cannot jecure them from their lafeivious 
Friendjhipy new they are Guefis . Other Slaves, whom Na¬ 
ture and Fortune have deflind to Servitude, are ncurifued 
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by their Mafters ; but tbeBniiam alone pur chafe their own 
Bondage, and maintain and fupport their Opprejfors. Were 
our Enemies Courage in War equal to their Debaucheries in 
Peace, we might jufily dread their Arms ; but their Glory 
is all owing to our Diffentions : But our Union will dijfpate 
their Forces, which are gather'd out of many Nations 5 (0 
that one Mifcarriage of theirs will dijjolve their Power. In 
[urn, there you fee Tributes and Slavery, here Death or Li¬ 
berty ; therefore let us remember the Glory of our Anceflors, 
and confider the Happinefs of our Pofierity. 

This Speech being vehemently deliver’d, was re¬ 
ceiv’d with barbarous Songs, and confus’d Acclama¬ 
tions , while Agricola on the other fide encourag’d 
his Men with all the Force and Charms of the Roman 
Eloquence, and fearing to be flank’d by reafon of the 
Enemies Numbers, he drew out his Front in the ut- 
moft Length, and advanc’d himfelf at the Head of 
his Foot. The Battel began at a confiderable Di- 
fiance, wherein the Britains fhew’d great Art and 
Courage, by means of their broad Swords and fhort 
Bucklers, with which they bore off the Darts of the 
Enemies, and pour’d in upon them with Showers of 
their own. To prevent which Inconveniency, Agri- 

cola order’d the Batavian and Tungrian Cohorts to ad¬ 
vance againft them with their fharp-pointed Bucklers, 
which render’d their pointlefs Swords unferviceable, 
and fo mangled their Faces that they were oblig’d to 
retire with great Precipitation. This Advantage be 
ingfeconded by the Emulation of the other Cohorts, 
who.furioufly bore down all before them; and being 
many Ways back’d and fupported by the great Skill 
of their General, the Britains were at laft difpers’d : 
Whilft many unarm’d ran defperately upon the 
Swords of their Enemies, others tho’ arm’d betook 
themfelves to Flight, leaving a Field difmallyftrew’d 
with heaps of Arms, Carcalfes, mangled Limbs and 
Blood. Night and Wearinefs put an end to the 
Chace, and Victory made it pleafant to theConque- 

rors; 
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rors y but the Britain, both Merraod Women, wan- 
dering in a deplorable A^gpner, fpent the Night in 
calling their loft Friends ^afrying off the Wounded, 
in burning their houfes otjtof Rage and Fury, and 
Ihifting from one Hole to another. Sometimes they 
confulted with each other, and conceiv’d fome 


Hopes j than again they were broken with Compaf- 
lion, and often with Madnefs at the fight of their 
Wives and Children, feveral of which they deftroy’d 
out of Pity, to prevent their future Miferies. This 
Victory put a ftop to all future Refiftance, and Am> 
cola fending out his Fleet along the Coafts, they full: 
dilcover’d Britain to be an lfland ■ and at the fame 
Time found out the Ifles of Orkney , and fubdu'd 
them, which had only been heard of till that Time. 
And thus after many Struggles and Conflicts, about 

BrltilnY 138 Years after Julius C*far\ firft Entrance, them- 
Re- moft Limits of Britain , and the Orcades beyond it, 

eteSin. were by the Valour and lnduftry of Agricola made 
M ' _ known to the Romans, and the greateft part of the 

Ifle reduc’d into an entire and civiliz’d Province in 


the fourth Year of Domitian s Reign, the Govern¬ 
ment of which was ever annex’d and appropriated 
to the Roman Emperors themfelves, and no ways to 
the Difpofal of the Senate. 

Agricola having fent a plain Account of thefe 
Tran factions, without any amplifying Terms, to 
DomitLn , whofe Vices and Impieties began moreo- 
penly to difplay themfelves, his Letters were receiv’d 

with an open (hew of great Joy, tho’ in Reality wit! 
as much Trouble and Concern. For he was confer 


ous to himftif, that his late German Triumph wai 
both uniuft and lidicuious } having bought eertair 
Slaves of that Country, and dreft them in the Habi 
of Captives to adorn the Solemnity ; whereas now i 
great and real Victory of many thoufands (lain anc 
lubdu’d, became current in every Man’s Mouth. 1 
was dangerous, he thought, that the Honour of: 


private 
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Private Perfon fhou’d edipfe the Glory of a Prince; 
and that he Had in vain fupprefs’d the Study of Ora¬ 
tory and other Popular Arts, if another cou’d thus 
lurpafs him in the Art of War. Being tormented 
with thefe Thoughts, and muling of it in hisClofet, 
a general Fore-runner of Cruelty with this Prince, 
he concluded it molt convenient to conceal his Re- 
fentments rill the Fame of thefe Victories, and the 
Heat and Efteem of the Soldiers were fomewhat a- 
bated. Therefore he took care that Triumphal Or¬ 
naments, Statues, and other Honours fhould be de¬ 
creed him, and that in very honourable Terms by 
the Senate; and to remove him from Britain , caus’d 
a Report to be fpread, that the Lieutenancy of Sy¬ 
ria, then vacant by the Death of Atil'ms Ruf, «r, and 
referv’d for Perfons of the higheft Rank, was defign’d 
for him. By which politick Contrivance this wor¬ 
thy Commander was difplac’d from his Lieutenancy 
in Britain, the Province being furrender’d in a peace¬ 
able Condition to Saluftius Lucullm, and that of Syria 
difpos’d of otherwife. That his Entry into Rome 
might be obfcure and private, he came into the Ci¬ 
ty by Night, as he was order’d; and by Night was 
admitted into the Palace, where the Emperor re¬ 
ceiv’d him with a fhort and filent Salutation; from 
whom he quickly drew of among the reft of the 
Attendants. After which, to prevent further Incon- 
vcniencies, he gave himfelfup to a retir’d and una&ive 
Life; notwithstanding his Death fome Years after 
was not without Sufpicion of Poyfon by Domitian's 
Directions 

Thus did this Emperor treat his principal Com¬ 
mander Agricola j a manifeft Fore-runner of an un- 
profperous Reign, when Princes become regardlefs 
and jealous of their Subjects belt Services. He fhort- 
ly after found the Inconveniency of this kind of 
Treatment in the fucceeding Wars that happen’d in 

his Reign, which were all undertaken upon Ne- 

R ceility 
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ceflity. The firft was againft the Sarmatiam in Eu¬ 
rope, with whom were ioin’d thofe of Afia, and ma¬ 
ny of the ancient Scythians , who all together invaded 
the Roman Empire, and began a cruel and dange¬ 
rous War, at once deftroying a whole Legion, and 
a General of the Romans. But after feveral Rein¬ 
forcements of the Legions, and much Bioodfhed, the 
Sarmatians were overthrown, and conftrain’d to re¬ 
tire into their Country, with the Lofs of many of 
their People. After which in the Eighth Year of 
D omit inn's Reign, the Dacians, under the Conduct of 

Decehlr/s their King, made an Eruption out of their 
Country, and extreamly affli&ed the Roman State3 in 
which War many bloody Battels were fought to the 
great Shame and Lofs of the Romans. At firft they 
overthrew Oppl/es Sabinas , a Man of Confular Digni¬ 
ty, and cut off the greateft Parts of his Army 3 and 
next Cornelias Ftifcas, Captain of the Vratorian Guards, 
in feveral Fights. Our remaining Authors are very 
brief and ivnperfett as to the Particulars of thefe 
great and dangerous Wars, but Tacitus , whofe large 
Account of ’em is loft, tells us, that many Armies 
and Standards of the Romans were call away, thro’ 
the Rafhnefs or Cowardice of their Commanders, 
The Contefts were not then for the Limits of the Em¬ 
pire, and the Banks of the Danube ■ but the {landing 
Legions, and the Provinces themfelves were in dan¬ 
ger of bring loft 3 fo that Lofles being heap’d upon 
Loffes, every Seafon became unhappily memorable 
for fome Calamity or Overthrow. But at laft the 
Roman State, vigoroutly exerting its inward Power 
and Strength, repell’d thofe barbarous Nations, tho’ 

nor without the Affiftance of Money, and unjuftly 

procur’d Domitian a Triumph, which was not his on¬ 
ly Triumph 3 for he obtain’d another over the Off/, 
a People in Germany , with whom he maintain’d a 
doubtful War 3 for which he vainly affum’d the Sur¬ 
name of Germanicus, and caus’d the two Months Sep¬ 
tember 
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temier and October^ to be call’d Germanicus an d Domiti- 
anus t becaufe in one of them he was made Emperor, 
and in the other he was born. 

After this Domitian proceeded to higher Degrees of 
Pride and Extravagancy, not permitting his Statues 
in the Capitol to be made of any Thing lefs than of 
pure.Gold and Silver, and of precife Weight. And 
as Ambition is a boundlefs Madnefs, which fets Men 
againft Heaven, when it has railed ’em above the 
World 3 fo it Caus’d this Emperor impioufiy to af- 
futne to hinafelf Divine Honours, and to flile him- 
felf Our Lord and Our God 3 ordering likewife that no 
Man Ihould prefume to call him otherwife, either in 
Writing or Difcourfe. This monftrous Arrogancy 
brought him into all kinds of Enormities, and was 
the fatal Fore-runner of many excelllve Cruelties, 
deftroying greatNumbers of all Sorts without Mer¬ 
cy or Confideration; fo that he prov’d like Nero and 
Caligula y and not like his Father or Brother. He 
caus’d .many llluftrious Senators to be put to Death, 
fome of which had been Confuls, particularly Civi¬ 
le Certain in his Proconfulihipof Afia , and Salvide - 
ms OrfittUy and Acci lifts Glabrio , in their Banishments, 
unjuftly pretending Practices againft the Stare. He 
alio punilh’d Multitudes of others upon very flight 
and trifling Occafion: zAslius Lamia among the reft 
was executed only for his Jefts, tho’ they were old 
and innocent 3 Salvius Cocceams , for celebrating the 
Nativity of Otho the Emperor, who was his Uncle by 
the Father’s fide 3 Metius Fompofianus , for being re¬ 
ported to have had an Imperial Horofcope, portend¬ 
ing him to be Emperor and other Pretences of the 

like Nature ; and Salufiius Lucullusy his Lieutenant in 
Britain , fornifferinganew fort of Lances to be call’d 
LuculliaSy after his own Name. He commanded Ju¬ 
nius Rufiicus to be put to Death, for publifliing a 
Writingin Commendation of Fat us Thrafea , and He!- 
vidim FrifcuSy two Philofophers, contrary to his Fa¬ 
ll ?, ther’s 
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ther’s Promotion in the Empire 5 upon which Oc- 
cafion he a fecond time banifh’d all the Philofophers, 
Mathematicians, &c. out of Rome and Italy. Soon 
after this Decree the great Magician Apollonius Tya- 
v*tK, having often endeavour’d to rival our Saviour, 
was brought before Domitian, where performing ma- 
nyTricks of Magick, is faid immediately- to vanilh 
out of light. 

Upon the account of the many Cruelties 0>f this 
Emperor, and for fome Affronts receiv’d, Luciw Jnto- 
nius , Governor of the Upper Germary, rais’d a dan¬ 
gerous Rebellion in thofe Parrs; and being Com¬ 
mander of a numerous Army, he ufurped the Title 
of Emperor. The Succefsofthis lnfurre&ion remain’d 
long doubtful, and became daily more formidable to 
the Emperor, who had fo much loft the Love of his 
People, till his General Norman Jus dexteroully fur- 
priz’d Antonins, juft when a Sudden Overflowing of 
the Rhine had (topp’d the Arrival of the German Auxi¬ 
liaries, and deftroy’d both him and his Army. The 
News ot this Victory, we are told, was brought to 
Rome by Supernatural Means on the fame Day that 

the Battel w as fought, to the great furprize of the 
Emperor and City. 

After this Victory and Succefs, Dominant Cruelty 
increasd, (hewing no kind of Mercy to thofe who 
had been oftheAdverfe Party j and that he might 
throughly revenge himfelf, and difeover all their Ac¬ 
complices, he invented new kinds of Tortures, put¬ 
ting Fire into their Privities, and fometimes cutting 
off their Hands. After which he became exorbi¬ 
tant in hisCruelties, even to his greateft Friends and 
Favourites, in which he was not only fierce and poli- 
tive, but alfo exceeding fubtle and artificial in fur- 
prizing. The day before hecrucify’dthe Comptroller 
of his Hou£hold, he kindly call’d him up into his 
Chamber, caus d him to fit down by him, difmifs’d 
mm cheerfully and fecure, and favour’d him with a 

Dilh 
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Difli of Meat from his own Table that Night. Ha¬ 
ving Concluded on the Death of Aretinus Clemens, a 
Penon of Confular Dignity, and one of his princi¬ 
pal Favourites and Em Maries, he fent for him, com¬ 
plemented him, fhe w’d him greater Favour than for¬ 
merly, and carry’d him about with him in his own 
Lictcr: And that he might abufe the Patience of 
Men with more Scorn and Contempt, he never pro¬ 
nounc’d any difmal Sentence, bur with a cunning 
Preamble, full of great Clemency and Mercy; io 
that whenever he appear’d kind and gentle in the 
Prologue, it was a certain Sign of proving cruel and 
bl oody in the Epilogue. Having brought fome Per- 
fons accus’d of Treafon before the Senate, to pre¬ 
pare them for his Defign, hepublickly declar’d,That 

that Day would manifestly flew how dear he was to the 

Senate j by which Means he fore-fpoke their Judg¬ 
ments, and eafily prevail’d to have them condemn’d 
ro die more Majorum , the mod cruel of all Deaths 
Which when he had obtain’d, as if he had been ter¬ 
rify’d with the Atrocity of the Puniflimenr, he thus 
interceded with the Senate, Permit, 1 befeechyou. Ve¬ 
nerable Fathers, that / may obtain of your tender Pity 
(which I know cannot be obtain'd but with great difficulty) 
that thefepoor condemn'd Wretches may be allowed to make 
choice of what Deaths they will fuffier: By fo doing you will 
rtf cue your own Eyes from a difmal Spectacle of Horror, 
and all theWorld will take notice that I was then prefent 
in the Senate. 

In the midft of thefe various Cruelties, this Em¬ 
peror gave himfelf up to all kinds of Luxury and 
Incontinence, and to the Practice of all forts of co¬ 
vetous and rapacious A&s. In the former he was no 
lefs notorious than the mod vicious of his Predecef- 
fors, being enormoufly addi&ed to Lull and Wan- 
tonnefs, and frequently converfing and fwimming 
with the mod ordinary and lewd Proftitutes. Ha¬ 
ying exhaufted his Treafury by extraordinary Build- 

Fa *** 



TJje Q(oman Hijiorf. Book I. 

ings, by bis frequent Exhibitions to the People, by 
his Augmentation of his Soldiers Pay, and other 
great Charges of the Empire, his Avarice began to 
appear, and to fliew it felt in its mod ugly Form, re* 
ducinghim to the Invention of all kinds of Rapines 
and Extortions. He feiz’d upon the Eftates of all 
People, •whether living or dead, upon the lead Ac- 
cufation, by the fird Informer; and the fmalleft 
Action or Word againd the Majefty of the Prince, 
was fufficient to ruin the Pofteflor. He confifcated 
Inheritances, tho’ never fo remote, if but one Wit- 
net could te found to depofe. That he heard the de~ 
ccaftd Party fay, when living, That Ctcfar was his Heir. 
With which Artificial Contrivances, and as many o- 
thers as he could invent, he never ceas’d fqueezing 
and pillaging opulent Perfons, not only in Rome and 
Jrr.ly. but alio in other Provinces fubje£l to the Em¬ 
pire ; fo that Wealth and Riches now became the 
Rcm-ns greateft Snare. But above all, the feveral 
Tributesof the Jews, now the Abjefts of the World, 
was exafted with greateft Rigour and Severity, not 
only trcmfuch as by open Profeffton were Jews, and 
practis'd their Religion in the City, but from fuch 
alto as had diflemoled their Original, and by that 
Means evaded the Impofitions. And his enormous 
Impieties have awakened in him the quickeft Jea- 
louties, he became extreamly fufpicious of the Line 
of David, upon Report made to him. That from Him 

picald arije a Per]on who was to rule the whole World. 
Whereupon this cruel Emperor commanded all thofe 
Jews ot the Lineage ot David to be diligently 
fearcht out and liain. Tho’ afterwards two Chrifti- 
an Orandlbns of St. Jude the Apoftle, of that Line, 

bring brought before him, and finding them poor 

and inconuderable, and undemanding by them that 
CbrijPi, Kingdom was not of this World, he difmift 
them, fappoling their Meannefs and Simplicity tQ 
be below his Fears and Jealoufies,^ ' 
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At length to fet a Seal to all former Wickednefles, The Jecond 
this Emperor fet himfelf to perfecure the Catholick z en »* 1 . 
Church, and to deftroy the Chriftian Religion, and 

by his Letters and Edicts, both in Rome and in other d. 
Places, infinite Numbers of Chrifiians were baniih’d 
and put to Death 3 upon whom he executed various 
Cruelties. This was the fecond general Perfecurion 
of the Church which broke out in the tenth Year of 
this Emperor’s Reign, and iG Year after the begin¬ 
ning of the firft under Nero, tho’ lome place is three 
or four Years after 3 in which the beloved Difciple 
St. John was fent for to Rome , by the Proconlul of 
Afia, where by Domitian s Command he was thrown 
into a Cauldron of boiling Oil, or rather Oil fet on 
fire 3 whence he was miraculoufly preferv’d from 
Danger, and immediatly after banifted to the de¬ 
folate Ifle of Patmos , where he wrote the Apccalypfe, 
which was a Divine Reprefentation of the State and 
Condition of Chriftianity in the future Periods, and 
Age of the Church. Many other eminent Chrifiians 
futfer’d in this Perfecurion, particularly, Timothy was 
fton’d to Death in Epbefus by Diana's Votaries, and 
Dionyfius the Areopagitc was martyr’d at Athens. Be- 
fides, Domitian fpar’d not his Coufin German Fl. 

Clemens , in the Time of his Confullhip, for being a 
Chrifiian 3 and banillied his Wile Fl. Domitilla , his own 
Kinlwoman alfo, for the fame Reafon, into the Ifland 
Pandataria. Thus like his bloody Predeceflor Nero, 
he rag’d againft the innocent Chrifiians , and likewife 
their Perfecutors3 but before his Death, after two or 
three Years, he moderated the Perfecution, and made 
it ceafe. 

Now Domitian by his brutilh and bloody Practices, 

became odius to the greateft part of his Subjects, 
but exceeding terrible to the Senate and Nobility 3 
the whole Body of which he often threatned by the 
caufelefs Deaths and Banifhments of fo many of 
ihem. Once the Senate-Houfe was befet, and the 

R 4 Senators 
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Senators environ’d with Soldiers, to their great Ter¬ 
ror ; another Time they were driven to a moft dif¬ 
inal Fright by a more private Contrivance of the 
Emperor’s, which fucceeded in this manner. Domi- 
tiaTt, at a fet Evening and Feftival, made a kind and 
folemn Invitation of the greateft part of the Senate 
to a publick Entertainment. At the Entrance of his 
Palace they w r ere all formally receiv’d, and ceremo- 

nioufiy conduced, and lock’d up in a fpacious Hall 

hung round with Black, and illuminated by a few 
melancholy Lamps, which were only fufficknt to 
ffiew the Horror of the Place, and to difcover feve- 
ral Coffins, upon which were fairly wiirten the Names 
of the Senators invited. The Senators were fill’d 
with ftrange Fears and Apprehenlions at the appear¬ 
ance of this Difmal Scene, and the Profpefl of Death 
fo folemnly carv’d out for them, well knowing the 

caufdefs and nnreafonable Cruelties of this Empe¬ 
ror. In the height of their frightful Imaginations, af¬ 
ter a long Writing, their Fears were increas’d by an 

Entertainment of many naked Perfons, with their 
Bodies all over blacken’d, who enter’d the Hall with 
drawn Sword in one Hand, and flaming Torches in 
the other. The Guefts at this dreadful Appearance, 
expe&cd nothing but immediate Death, when fud- 
den.y the naked Perfons, after they had danc’d fome 
time about them, fet open the Doors, telling them 

Tb it the Errpercr gave all :he Company leave to withdraw. 

Thus did this Tyrant threaten the main Body of the 
Senate at once ; but he feldom threacehed, without 
ftriking, tipecially if he once got their Names into 
a certain Table-Book, which he kept purpofely for 
cruel and bloody Defigns. 

As Dcmhian drew near the End of his Reign, his 
Errors and Enormities became more conlpicuous and 
notorious; he became more lazy and una&ive, more 
infolent and revengeful, and like a thorough pac’d 
Tyrant, infupportably jealous and fufpicious of all, 

Perfons 

■■ ■ » 
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Perfons. The Predictions of the Chaldaans , and other 
Aftrologers, concerning his Death, gave him violent 
Apprebenfions; which, together with his numerous 
Crihies, made him live in perpetual Difquier, the 
leaft Suspicion throwing him into the greateft Anx- 
ety. At length he'wou’d not admit any Prifoner or 
Criminal to be brought before him, but in private, 
and with the greateft Caution ; nor wou’d he hear 

any of them plead for themfelves, till he had firft 
fecur’d their Chains in his Hands: And that his Do- 
niefticks mighr perceive how unfafe it was for any tp 
attempt rhe Lite of his Patron, upon any Pretence, 
he commanded Epaphroditus tobeexecured,for being 
fuppos’d to affift Nero in his Death, tho’ he defir’d ic 
himfelf, being firft deferred by the reft of his Friends 
Finally, his Jealoufies increas’d to that Degree, that 
he caus’d his Gallery, in which he ufuelly walk’d, to 

be fet about with a certain Stone call’d Vhengites, by 
the Brightnefs of which he cou’d difcern what was 
done behind him by Reflection, as in a Glafs. He 

became daily tormented with unfortunate Omens 
and Portents j bur nothing more terify’d him than 
the Anfwer of Afcleteriov , the Aftrologer, and the 
ftrange Accident that enfu’d. For he being accus’d 
to Domitian , of publifhing the Predictions of his 
Death, and not denying the Charge, the Emperor 

ask’d if he knew his own Fortune, and what would 

be his Death j the Aftrologer reply’d, That he jhould 
be devour'd by Dogs. To convince the World, as he 
thought, of his Error, he caus’d him immedately to 
be flafo, an d burn’d with all pofiible Care and Cau- 
tion; which while his Officers were effecting, a fu- 
tious Tempeft fuddenly arofe, blew down the Fune¬ 
ral Pile, and threw off the Body; where the Dogs 
by accident caught it up, and devour’d it before it 
•was half burnt. His Jealoufies extended likewife to 
Writers and Learned Men, efpecially Hiftorians, 

whom he punifh’d for their due Praifes of Illuftrious 

Men, 
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Men. He always dreaded thefe, well knowing that 
wife and faithful Men continually obferv’d and con¬ 
demn’d the hainous Offences of Tyrants, and would 
record them for the good of Pollerity. Notwith¬ 
standing Jofqbus by a happy Fortune attain’d the 
Favour, if not the Encouragement of this Emperor, 
Enifhing his Hiftory of the Je-wfi Antiquitks, in the 
i }tb Year of this Reign. At which Time flourilh’d 
many eminent Writers, particularly Martial , the wit¬ 
ty Epigrammatick Poet; Juvenal the declaiming Sa- 

tyrilt, who lively expos’d the Vices of this corrupt 
Reign; that fonorous Enthufiaftick Poet Statius , who 
begins the qtb Book of his Sylva, with the Celebra¬ 
tion of Domitian's r-jth Connilftiip, which was in the 
14 tb Year of his Reign j with ieveral others who 
were prompted more by the Genius of the Nation, 
than the Encouragement of the Emperor. 

The laft part of this Reign is reprefented by Tad - 
tms , as the moft miferable and insupportable of any 
preceding } in which he tells us, Domitian , not at fet 
Times, and by various Degrees, but with an unin¬ 
terrupted Courfe, and with one Blow, as it were, en¬ 
deavour’d to ruin the State. Nero exercis’d abomina¬ 
ble Cruelties, but withdrew his Prefence, and look’d 
not on: But the principal Part of the Romans Mife- 
ries in this Reign, was to fee and be feen > when 
Mens fecret Sighs were regitler’d j and when the 
ftern Countenance and fiery Vifage of the Tyrant, 
with which he arm’d himfelf againft Confufion and 
Blufhing, cou’dendurepublickly toobferveand mark 
the Fears and Paleneffes of fuch an infinite Number 
of People. But a Feriod was foon put to his furious 
Proceedings 3 for Rome had now learn’d the fatal Se¬ 
cret, and being inur’d to that violent Expedient dif- 
burthening its feif of Tyrants and Monfters, His 
Ruin was much promoted by means of the uniuft 
Death of his Coulin Clemens above-mentioned, and 
ha lined by Reafon of an accidental Difcovery of his 

own 

* 
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own Wife Domitia, whofearchinginto his black Ta¬ 
ble-Book, found her own Name there, with manyoif 
his principal Friends, particularly Stepbattushk Stew¬ 
ard, Norbams and Fetromus , to whom he ftew’d the 
Book, in order to oblige them to concert Matters 
with her, and difpatch Domitian. Thefe and feveral 
others, to whom the higheft Friendship had been 
fhewn, were foon perfwaded into a deep Confpira- 
cyywhichtheyform’d andcarry’d on with thegreateft 
Diligence and Secrecy. Of thefe Stepbanus and Far- 
thenius were Principals, the latter of which was Do¬ 
minant chief Chamberlain, and the former for feve¬ 
ral Days had worn a Dagger in his left Arm, which 
he wrapt in Wool, pretending an accidental Hurt 
in that Place. Having after divers Confultations, de¬ 
termined the Manner and Method of Proceeding 
they impatiently waited for the firft Opportunity to 
put their fatal Defign in Execution. 

The Roman Writers take notice of feveral prefa- 
ging Omens before his Death, particularly frequent 
and terrible Flafhes of Lightning, which drove him 

almoft ro Defpair, and caus’d him to cry out. Let 

Jove firike whom he pleafes. He had notice formerly 
of the Day and Hour of his Death, according to 
fome, and the preceding Day having order’d lomc 
choice Fruit, which were prefented him, to be re- 
l'erv’d againft the next, he added, If it be my Fortu?te to 
life them: Then turning to thofe about him, he told 

them, That the next Day fame fatal Thing would he per¬ 
form'd, which fhould prtrue the Difcourfe of all the World. 

AtMidnighthewasloaffrighted, as to leap out of his 
Bed; and the next Morning he fent for an Aftrolo- 
ger who came from Germany , and condemn’d him to 
Death, fordeclaringtohimthatthe late great Light¬ 
nings portended a Revolution in the State. At Night 
when his Fears weregreateft, he enquiring of his At- 

him Mid* 
which he 
appre- 


tendants what Hour it was, they falily told 
night, which waian Hour later than that 
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apprehended. At which, being tranfported, as if all 
Danger was paft, he haftned to his Bath for the re- 
freflunent of his Body j but Farthenim , with great 

Eainefbqfsiedhim another way, pretending he had 
got a Perfon in his Chamber, who had a Matter of 

ice to difcover to him, and fuch 

fd not fafely be deferr’d. In which Chamber 
iet by Stephanas , who under pretence of dif- 
covenne a Confpiracy, prefented Domitian with a 
Lift of ieveral Names j and while he was reading it 
with great Horror and Aftoniffcment, he fuddenly 
ftruck his Dagger into his Groin. Whereupon the 
Emperor crying out, clos’d with him, and with great 

to the Ground, before he could 



Violence threw hi 


Wound; but in the mi 
i ins. Clodianus » Maximus, 


Domi 
tun. 


Struglings, Varthcnius , Clodianus , 
riasy with other Confpirators, who were of his own 
Houlhold, ran all furioully upon him, and with ma- 
Thjstath n y Woundsdifpatch’d this impious Tyrant. It is al- 

_ncredible what fome Writeis report concern¬ 
ing ApoUoniusTyanausS ormerly mention’d,who being 
at Epbefusy at the fame Minute that Domitian was 
(lain, fuddenly cry’d out with great Eagernefs Cou¬ 
rage brave Stephanus! Strike the Tyrant home ; and im¬ 
mediately after faid, AH is well , the Tyrant is dead , 

uft now Jlain. 

is was the wretched End of Flavius Domitian , 
the twelfth Emperor of Rome , in the 45th Year of 
his Age, and the 15th of his Reign; a Perfon, who 
tho’ he had the noble Examples of a Father and Bro¬ 
therly his detectable Vices and Ambition,becamefo 
odious and abominable, that the Empire groan’d 



World 


dill 


exemplary in the Indignities offer’d to his Body and 
hisMemory -.Fortho’ hisDeath was taken heinoufly 
by his Vraunian Guards, whowere often Inftruments 

of his Cruelty,and therefore offer’d to canonize him 

* P 
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as a God; yet the Joy of the Senate was fo extra¬ 
ordinary, that being alfembled in the utmoft Hafte, 
they could not abftain from reviling him after the 
moft opprobrious and contemptuous manner imagi¬ 
nable, commanding Ladders to be immediately 

brought, all his Scutcheons, Statues, and Images to 
be torn down, and deftroy’d before their Faces; and 
at laft made a Decree, That no more Honour fiiould he 
Jbown at his Funeral , than was allowed to a common Ruf¬ 
fian j that all his htfevictions Jhould he totally razld $ 
that his Name (hould he [truck out of the Regijlers of 
Fame , and his Memory aboli(hed for ever. He differ’d 

from Caligula and Nero in this, that tho’ he was ra¬ 
ther more cruel, he was not altogether fo irregu¬ 
lar and extravagant; and by a happy preferving the 
Juflice of Governors and Magiftrates, he kept the 
Empire from general Rebellions and Revolts j by 

which means he refcu’d himfelf from Nero's Guilt 

of fowing the Seeds, and creating of Civil Wars 
after his Death. His Death put a Period to the Fa¬ 
mily of the Vefpajians , and was the laft of thofe Em¬ 
perors, vulgarly call’d The Twelve Cazfars • of which 
Julius , Augufius , Vefpafian, and Titus, were Perfons 
tho’not faultlefs, of lingular Merits and Renown j 
Galha and Otho had great Vices and Errors; Tiberius , 

Caligula , Claudius Nero , Fitellius , and Domitian, tho’ 

commendable for fome Qualities, were Monfters of 
Mankind, and Pefts of the World. Of all of them, 
but three dy’d a natural Death ; moft, if not all 
the reft, having been the juft and wilful Caufe of 
their own Ruin and Deftrudtion. The Death of 
the laft happen’d Z 7 . C. 849, it being 138 Years af¬ 
ter the Beginning of the Imperial State of Rome 
under Julias Ceefar, 121 after the full Settlement of 
the Empire by Augufius , 96 Years after our Savi¬ 
our’s Birth, 63 after his Crucifixion, and 25 after 
the Deftru&ion of Jerufalem. 

The End of the Firfi Book, 
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Front the lafl of the Twelve C^sars, to the 
Removal of the Imperial Seat by Conftantme 

the Great. 

Containing the fpacc of 134 TEARS, 
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om the Death o/Domitian, the la(l of the 
Twelve C^esers, to the Death of Trajan, 

the Fourteenth Emperor , who brought the Em - 

fire to the utmofi Extent and Power. 

Containing the Space of n TEARS. 

0 ME had now been feverely harrafs’d 
and afflicted with the lawlefs A&ions of 
a barbarous and tyrannical Prince, and 
—by all the Miferies and Calamities of Ar¬ 
bitrary r’ower j fo that the Death of Domitian, how 
irregular foever, prov’d a great Relief and extraordi¬ 
nary 
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nary Satisfaction to the Greateft and Wifeft of the 
Cify, who under his Reign cou’d have no Security 
either/of their lives or Eftares. Many Perfons 
Hooer were rais’d and enlarg’d by a Profpe& of thofe 

Days that fucceed cd, which they believ’d 
wfne portended by Domitian's late Dream, of having 
a Golden Neck and Head grown upon his Shoulders. 
Tho’ this was but a fmall Foundation for Mens 
Hopes, yet in the Event, thofe profperous Times 
prov’d true, by reafon of the Moderation and Wife 
Government of the five fucceeding Emperors, who, 
tho’ Foreigners, procur’d that Happinefs to the Ro¬ 
man State, which but few of its own Natives and 
hbours cou’d afford. The Senate, after fome 
eration of their Tranfports of Joy for Domiti- 
eri s Death, and fome fmall Confultations, imme¬ 
diately took care to provide a Succeffor, before any 
other fliou’d be choien by the Army > and Cocctm 
Nerva , being at that time, for his many Vertues, 
Experience and Age, a Perfon of the greateft Re¬ 
putation and Efteem in Rome , he was made Empe¬ 
ror by his Suffrages, having been firft favour’d and 

„ a (lifted by Pctronias Secundus, Captain of the Tratori- 
an Guards, and Tartbenius, one of the late Confpira- 
tors. Nerva was of an illuftrious Family, fprung from 
a Father of the fame Name, and born in the llle of 
Crete , tho’ moft lay in Narnia a City in Umbria , and 
others fay Spain ■, being now above Sixty four Years 



of Age, and not without fome bodily Infirmities. 
He had been often invited to take upon him the Em¬ 
pire in the late Reign, and was often in Danger from 
Dcmitian j therefore he was the more ready to accept 
of this Dignity, tho’ declining in Years. 

Nerva was fcarcely receiv’d in the Senate, and al¬ 
low’d of as Emperor, when he was exceedingly fui- 
priz’d by a falfe Rumour, That Domitianvias ftillalive, 
and that the Report of his Death was only and Arti¬ 
fice to create new Mifchiefs and Cruelties. This 

News 
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News extreamly confounded this wary and timorous 
Prince, fo that his Countenance wasfuddenly chang’d, 
his Voice loft, and he hardly able to ftand; till Par- 
thanius gave him fuch aflurance of the Truth of his 
Death, that he recover’d his former Temper ancbRefo- 
lution. Shortly after, the whole Senate went to pay 
him their utmoft Refpe&s, and to receive him as 
• their Lord and Emperor; all Ihewing great Satisfacti¬ 
on, and no lefs Hopes of future Profperiry and Suc- 
cefs. Many Congratulatory Speeches and Comple¬ 
ments were made to this new Emperor; but that 
from Arrius Antonins , a very wife and juft Man, and 
hisintimate Companion, wasof a different kind from 
the reft. For having embrac’d him with great Fami¬ 
liarity, he openly told him, That in Confidstation of hit 
Advancement to this high Dignity, he came with the ref to 
congratulate the good Fortune of the Senate and People of 
Rome, and the Happinefs of the Provinces of the Empire., 
hut could not congratulate Him upon any Account. For, 
proceeded he, having by your JVifdim and Virtue, nova 
happily efcap'd the Malice of your Enemies , and the Injuries 
of wicked Princes , you plunge your (elf into new Troubles 
and Dangers, and expo] e your felf to the Cenfure and Ha¬ 
tred of all, both Friends and Enemies j efptcially the former, 
who will unjufily prefume upon your Favour, in refpecl of 
ancient Amity j and if any of their Suits be deny a, they 
will become greater and more violent Enemies, than thofa 
who openly declare themfeives your Foes. 

After the finifliing of the Ceremonies and the ac- 
cuftomed Solemnities, Nerva diligently and clofely 
apply’d himfelf to the great Affairs of the Publick, 
and perform’d feveral noble and excellent Things. 

And his firft was the refcinding of the odious A6ts 
and Decrees of his Predeceffor Domitian , particularly 
recalling the fcatter’d Chrifiians, who from Rome and 
other Cities were banilh’d in the late Reign, permit¬ 
ting them the free Ufe of their Religion, In the 

Time of which general Indulgence, St.John the Evan- 

S gelift 
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gelift left the Ifle of Patmos , and return’d into Jfia his 
ancient Charge, chiefly fixing himfelf at Ephejm, the 
Care and Prefidency of which he took upon him, 
and by the Affiftance of Seven other Bifhops, go¬ 
vern’d thatfpacious Diocefe. This Emperor (hew’d 
the like Kindnefs and Humanity to all others, who 
were unjuftly banilh’d by his PredecefTor3 and like- 
wife releas’d and difcharg’d all the Cities of the Em¬ 
pire from thofefevere Impofitions which Pef-pafumanA 
Dotnitian had laid upon them. He particularly re¬ 
mov’d that rigorous Tribute upon all Carriages, which 
had been look’d upon as fo great a Grievance in ge¬ 
neral, that the Senate commanded Coyns to be min¬ 
ted in remembrance of the Goodnefs of the Empe¬ 
ror that eas’d Italy of that Burden. To many who 
by Domitian had been un}uftly difpoflefs’d of their 
Goods, he commanded the Owners to be reftor’d to 
all fuch as cou’d be found about the Imperal Palaces: 
And he not only Ihew’d himfelf liberal to thofe who 
were opprefs’d 3 but to all poor Men who had Sons, 
he caus’d them to be bred up at his own Charges. He 
made alfo a munificent Diftribution among all the 
People of Rome, in a larger Meafurc than wasufual- 
ly made by any of his Predeceffors 3 and to fome de¬ 
cay’d Citizens, who he knew had no Eftates, he caus’d 
certain Poffetfions, which he purchas’d for that Pur- 
pofe, to be divided among them 3 all which he left to 
the care and Management of certain Senators ap¬ 
pointed for that purpofe. And above all, he con- 
ferr’d great Favours, and bellowed large Gifts upon 
his Friends and Relations 3 and his Liberality was 
generally fo extenfive, that at his firft Arrival to the 
Empire, he was conftrain’d to fell his Gold and Sil¬ 
ver Plate, and other rich Moveables of his Houfe, to 
enable him to perform his many bountiful Offices. 
His Liberality likewife extended to Learning, and 
learned Men, of whom he was a great Incourager, 

being himfelf very eloquent and a good Poet, as 
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Martial allures us; in whofe Time flouriflh’d, be¬ 
sides fome eminent Writers mention’d in Domitians 
Reign, that celebrated Jnftitutor of Youth, Quin¬ 
tilian. 

This Emperor was no lefs noted for his Mildnefs 
and Clemency, than his Bounty and Liberality, in- 
fomuch that he folemnly fwore, That no Senator of 

Rome ftsould by his Commandment be pit to Death , tho 
they gave never fo juft an Occafton ; Which Oath hefo 

religioully obfcrv’d, that when two of that Rank 
had confpired againft his Life, he us’d no kind of Se¬ 
verity againft them: But fir ft fending for them, To 

let them Jee he was not ignorant of their traitorous Dcjigns , 

he carry’d them with him to the publick Theatre, 
plac’d them on each fide of him, and prefented each 
with a Sword, telling them before all the World, 

That they might experience the goodnefs of the Weapons upon 

his Body. This and other uncommon Afts of Cle¬ 
mency, gave occafion to fome to murmur againft 
the Lenity of his Government, alledging, That Jucb 

great Mildnejs caus'd too much Loofenefs and Corruption in 

the State ; and Fronto , a principal Man in Rome, pre- 
fum’d openly ro declare. That it was a great Misfor¬ 
tune to live under that Reign , where all Things were for- 

I hidden, but a worfe under that where all Things were al¬ 
low'd. Upon notice of which Boldnefs, New a Ihew’d 
but fmall Anger, but prudently prohibited and al¬ 
ter’d feveral Things which gave Occafion for fuch a 
Cenfure; and he fo much delir’d to govern wifely 
and uprightly, that he adtcd nothing of Moment 
without the Alfiftance of others, and he procur’d 
fuch as were of the greateft Experience in Rome , by 
whofe Advice and Counfel, he provided, ordained, 
and difpatched all Matters of Confequence. Yet 
by realon of his Mildnefs and Remifsnefs in fome 
Particulars, the great Officers of State and Gover¬ 
nors of Provinces were accus’d of being more cor- 
fupt in their Adminiftracions, and more burdenfom 
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to the People, than under that Tyrant Domitian , 

who by a happy and vigorous Refolution, reftrain’d 
a great Part of their Ihamelefs Briberies and indirect 
Practices. And by this Means likewife, feveral 
were condemn’d thro’ the AccufationofSycophants; 
particulaily Suras a Philofopher. 

During the ftiort Time of his Reign, he made fe¬ 
veral good Laws and Ordinances; among which he 
ftri&ly prohibited a common Abul'e of that Age, 
whichwas the Caftrationof Males; a Cuftom which 
DerwifL-nhad likewife condemn’d,tho’not wholly re¬ 
mov’d. He alfo forbad that any Man Ihould marry 
his Niece, or Brother’s Daughter, which was firft 
allow’d in Claudius's Reign; and fettled feveral other 
Things that wanted Reformation. He put all thofe 
Servants andSlavesto Death, who had taken the Ad¬ 
vantage of the laft Reign, and fought the Lives of 
their Mailers by turning Informers ; and likewife or¬ 
dained, that no Perfon of that Rank Ihould be heard 
in any Accufation againft their Mailers. He would 
not permit any Statues to be erected in his Honour, 
and took down all thofe Gold and Silver Statues of 
Domitin's, which the Senate had fpared, and con¬ 
verted them into large Sums of Money. He fold a 
great many rich Robes and Plate, much of the Fur¬ 
niture of the Palace, and retrench’d feveral unreafo* 
nable txper.ces of the Court. At the lame time he 
had fo little of Avarice in his Temper, that when Hi- 
redes Auicus had founds large Ticalure in his Houfe, 
and to avoid Calumnies, he difeover’d to Him as 
the legal Owner; Ntrva generously wrote to him,!/- 
tere, Uje it: But the other not believing himfelffe- 
cure, gave him to underftand, That this Treafure ex¬ 
ceeded toe Condition of a private 1 erf on. Whereupon the 
Emperor readily reply’d, Ergo abutert , Then abufe it ; 
being freely willing to reap none of the Profit him- 
fclf. He was alfo a noted and frequent Reconciler 
of all Differences and Cornells, and had fo great a 

Con- 
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Confidence in his own Innocence, that he often 

faid, That thd he Jhould quit the Empire , and return to a 
private Life , he had done nothing that could caufe him to 
fear any Man . He had fo fmall a Fear of Firgilius 
Rufus , a moll popular Man, whom the Armies had 
formerly fet up for Emperor, that he made him his 
Collegue in the Confulfhip; and upon his Death 
fhortly after, he gave him an honourable Epitaph, 

importing, That Rufus’/ ajfuming the Empire , was fole- 
Ij for his Country's Good. Notwithftanding the Acti¬ 
ons of this Prince gave him no Reafon to fear E- 
ncmies, yet he liv’d not free from the treacherous 
Pra&ices of his Subje&s: For befides the forementi- 
on’d Senators who aim’d at his Life, Calpurnius Craf- 
fus , with fome others, form’d a dangerous Confpi- 
racy againft his Ferfon, but this was timely reveal’d 
to this good Emperor, who according to his wont¬ 
ed Clemency, would ufe no Severity, but relied fa- 
tisfy’d with only the Baniftment of thofe who were 
culpable, tho’the Senate defir'd to infli 61 a more rigo¬ 
rous Punilhment. Still he continu’d in his ufual Secu¬ 
rity, his Symbol being, A good Mind pojj’ejfes a Kingdom. 

This Emperor had no remarkable Wars abroad, 
but was not free from fomeDiliurbances among his 
Soldiers at home, more efpecially in the Beginning 
of the Second Year of his Reign; all which arole 
upon the Account of Domitian'% Murder, which they 
refolv’d to revenge the firli Opportunity. Cafperius 
v£lianus^ Captain of the Praetorian Cohorts, was the 
Principal in this Commotion, who zealoufly excited 
the Soldiers to deftroy all thofe who had join’d in 
the late Emperor’s Aflallination; which they de¬ 
termin’d to put in Execution, though Nerva neither 
gave them Encouragement nor Permiffion. This 
Motion was fudden and impetuous, and the Empe¬ 
ror extreamly concern’d, refolving to prevent their 
Demands, and proteft thofe from whom he receiv’d 
the Empire, or to die in their behalf j all which 
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to the People, than under that Tyrant Domitian , 

who by a happy and vigorous Refoludon, reftrain’d 
a great Part of their fhamelefs Briberies and indireft 
Praftices. And by this Means likewife, feveral 
were condemn’d thro’ the AccufadonofSycophants; 
particularly Suras a Philofopher. 

During thefhort Time of his Reign, he made fe¬ 
veral good Laws and Ordinances3 among which he 
ftri&ly prohibited a common Abul'e of that Age, 
whichwasthe Caftradonof Males3 a Cuftom which 
Domitian had 1 i kewife condemn’d, tho’ not wholly re¬ 
mov’d. He alfo forbad that any Man fliould marry 
his Niece, or Brother’s Daughter, which was firft 
allowed in Claudius's Reign j and fettled feveral other 
Things that wanted Reformation. He put all thofe 
Servants andSlavesto Death, whohadtakenthe Ad¬ 
vantage of the la ft Reign, and fought the Lives of 
their Mafters by turning Informers 3 and likewife or¬ 
dained, that no Perfon of that Rank Ihould be heard 
in any Accufation againft their Mafters. He would 
not permit any Statues to be erected in his Honour, 
and took down all thofe Gold and Silver Statues of 
Demiti n'i, which the Senate had fpared, and con¬ 
verted them into large Sums of Money. He fold a 
great many rich Robes and Plate, much of the Fur¬ 
niture of the Palace, and retrench’d feveral unreafo- 
nable Expences of the Court. At the fame time he 
had fo little of Avarice in his Temper, that when Hr 
redes sitticus had found a large Trtafure in his Houfe, 

and to avoid Calumnies, he difeover’d to Him as 
the Icgal0wner3 Nirva generouily wrote to him,L- 
tere, Uje it: But the other not believing himfelffe- 
cure, gave him to underftand, That this Treafure ex¬ 
ceeded toe Condition of a private i erf on , Whereupon the 
Emperor readily reply’d, Ergo abuterc , Then abufe it j 
being freely willing to reap none of the Profit him- 
ftlf. He was alfo a noted and frequent Reconcile! 
of all Differences and Cornells, and had fo great a 

Con- 
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Confidence in his own Innocence, that he often 

faid, That tho he Jhculd quit the Empire, and return to a 
private Life, he had done nothing that could caufe him to 
fear any Man. He had fo frnall a Fear of Virgilius 
Rufus, a molt popular Man, whom the Armies had 
formerly fet up for Emperor, that he made him his 
Collegue in the Confullhip; and upon his Death 
fhortly after, he gave him an honourable Epitaph, 

importing, That Rufus’ ajfuming the Empire, was fole- 
ly for hss Country's Good. Notwithftanding the Acti¬ 
ons of this Prince gave him no Reafon to fear E- 
nemies, yet he liv’d not free from the treacherous 
Practices of his Subjects: For befides the forementi- 
on’d Senators who aim’d at his Life, Calpurnius Craf- 
fus, with fome others, form’d a dangerous Confpi- 
racy againfl his Ferfon, but this was timely reveal’d 
to this good Emperor, who according to his wont¬ 
ed Clemency, would ufe no Severity, but relied fa- 
tisfy’d with only the Banilhment of thofe who were 
culpable, tho’the Senatedefir'd to inflift a more rigo¬ 
rous Punifhment. Still he continu’d in his ufual Secu¬ 
rity, his Symbol being, A good Mind pojfefes a Kingdom. 

This Emperor had no remarkable Wars abroad, 
but was not free from fomeDifturbances among his 
Soldiers at home, more efpecially in the Beginning 
of the Second Year of his Reign; all which arole 
upon the Account of Domitian's Murder, which they 
refolv’d to revenge the firfi: Opportunity. Cafperius 
Milianus, Captain of the Praetorian Cohorts, was the 
Principal in this Commotion, who zealoufly excited 
the Soldiers to deftroy all thofe who had join’d in 
the late Emperor’s AflalTination; which they de¬ 
termin’d to put in Execution, though Nerva neither 
gave them Encouragement nor Permiflion. This 
Motion was fudden and impetuous, and the Empe¬ 
ror extreamly concern’d, refolving to prevent their 
Demands, and proteft thofe from whom he receiv’d 
the Empire, or to die in their behalf} all which 
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he openly declar’d and publifh’d. But the Matter 
was carry’d on with fuch Violence and Refolution, 
that the old Emperor wanted fufficient Power and 
Vigour to put a Stop to their Fury; So that Stepha¬ 
nas and Tttronius were (lain, and all others who were 
pronounced guilty by Cafperius ; who refted not here, 
but conftrain’d Nerva himfelf to give Thanks to the 
Soldiers before the People, for deftroying the word 
and moft impious of all Men. This was a very 
fenfible Affli&ion to the Emperor, whofe Power 
and Authority daily declin’d ; and now finding that 
his Age and Infirmities render’d him almoft contemp¬ 
tible to his Soldiers, he refolv’d to adopt fome wor¬ 
thy Perfon for his Succeffor, who Ihould be able 
both to fupport him, and govern after his Deceafe. 
Tho’ Nerva had many confiderable Friends and Re¬ 
lations, who endeavour’d for this high Dignity, yet 
like a noble, juft and generous Prince, he iought on¬ 
ly the publick Good of his Country, and wifely 
Tnjin *- made choice of Ulfius Trajanus , an utter Stranger to 
fy** e J his Family, then Governor of the lower Germany, 
cm ' and the greareft and moft deferving Perfon of that 

Age. Having put his Determination in Execution, 
and the accuftom’d Solemnities perform’d, he a- 
dopted him in the Capitol, made him Cajar in the 
Senate, and immediately lent Ambafladors to him 
at Cologne, with the Enfigns and Arms of the Em¬ 
pire, andaVerfe in Latin, defiring him, To come and 
jncccur him. The adoption of Trajan prov’d fo great 
a Curb to the Licentioufnefs and Mutinies of the 
Soldiers, that for the future they remain’d in a per¬ 
fect Quietnefsand Obedience. But Nerva liv’d not 
long to enjoy the Benefit of this happy Choice; for 
about three Months after, he was feiz'd with a vio¬ 
lent Paflion againft a Senator call’d Regulus , and 
by (training his Voice, he was put into iuch a Dif- 
order j that by reafon of the Feeblenefs of his Bo¬ 
dy, and the Lownefc of his Spirits, he fell into a 
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Fever, and Ihortly after dy’d, being almoft 66 Years The Death 
of Age, after a fliovt Reign of one Year, four Months °f^ ervt - 

and nine Days. Thus dy’d Cocceius Nerva , the thir¬ 
teenth Emperor of Rome, a Prince of great Wifdom, 
Generality and Moderation 3 and fo much the more 
commendable for his impartial Choice of fo brave a 
Succetfor. He was deify’d by the Senate according 
to the ancient Cuftom, and his Body interr’d in the 
Sepulchre of Auguflus. 

II. The Roman Empire in the laft Reign, had but ^ jy % 
partly recover’d its Miferies and Loffes occafion’d by ^8. ’ 
the Tyranny and Mifmanagement of Domitian 3 but 
this prefent Reign feems to have been the peculiar 
Care of Providence to reftore all Things to their for¬ 
mer Luftre, and to fpread the Roman Fame to a lar¬ 
ger Extent than ever. Trajan was at Agrippina , or 
Cologne, or returning from thence when Nerva dy’d, 
having firft reduc’d all Germany beyond the Rhine, to 
its former State and Condition 3 for which and other 
noble Qualities he was joyfully receiv’d at Rome by 
the Senate and People, and obey’d as Emperor. He Trajan 
was a Spaniard by Birth of an illuftrious Family, 77 "’* £a, “ 
born in a Town call’d Italica , not far from the Ci^ eror ' 
ty of Seville 3 being now above 4* Years of Age, of 
a ftrong Body and vigorous Mind, happily temper’d 
with the furious warmth of Youth, and the wary 
Experience of old Age ; fo that he w’as in all Re- 
fpedts prepar’d for the greateft Attempts, and the 
nobleft Enterprizes. His Father’s Name was Trajan , 
and his Wife’s Plotina, a Lady of great Note, whofe 
Modefty and Piety in this exalted Station, was high¬ 
ly efteem’d by rhe Romans. In the begining of his 
Reign, he was blefs’d with the Happinels of ha¬ 
ving the greateft Matter of this Age, that admira¬ 
ble Philofopher and Biographer Plutarch , who, at 
Trajan's firft Arrival at the Empire, is faid to have 
■\ynt to him to this purpofe. Since your Merits^ with - 
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$ut Importunities , have gaindyou the Empire y I mu ft con¬ 
gratulate both your Virtue , and my own good Fortune 3 if 
at lea ft your future Government proves anfwerable to your 
former worth : Otberwifeyou have fubjeBtd your felfto all 
Terihy and me to the Cenfures of detracting Tongues . For 
Ron ie •will never fupport an Emperor unworthy of her felf, 
end the Errors of the Scholar will be charg'd upon the Ma~ 
fier : Upon which account Seneca is reproach'd , and his 
Fame ftiU fuffers for the Enormities v e/Nero ; and even 
Socrates and Quintilian have not efcap'd Cenfure for the 
Miscarriages of their Pupils. But you, if you ft id conti¬ 
nue what you are, and recede not from your felf, will cer¬ 
tainly adminifter all Things as becomes your Dignity. If 
you lay the Foundation of Government on the Command of 
your own Vaffions, and make Virtue the Scope of all your 
Actions, they will all proceed in true Harmony and Order. 

I have fet before yiu thePewer of Laws, and the Civil 
Conftitutions of your Predeceffors j which ifycu obferve and 

obey , Plutarch is then your Guide of Living ; If Other- 

wife, this prefent Letter JhaII be my publick Teftimony a- 
gainft ycu , That you (hall not ruin the Roman Empire, 
ttndi r the Pretence of the Ccunfel and Authority of Plutarch. 

Trajan ftri&Iy obferved thefe and the like Methods ; 
2nd it’s believ’d, rhat this wife Emperor made ufe ot 
Plutarch in all his Counfels, and that the great Hap- 
pinefc that attended all his Adtions and Adminiftra- 
ticn, proceeded in a great meafure, from his noble 
Inftruftions. 

Trajan with great Care and Induftry, fet about 
the Adminidration of the Government, and purfu’d 
it with that Miidncfs and Moderaration, thatjuftice 
and Impartiality, together with that wifdom and 
Sagacity, as caus’d the Admiration as well as the 
Love and Satisfaction of the Senate and People of 
Rome. He firft endeavour’d to reform the Laws, and 
to caufe them to be obferv’d ; and that Equity and 
Juftice fhould be ftridtly and faithfully admioiftred in 
all Cafes. He aifo took great Care to advance the 

mod 
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molt worthy and virtuous Men in the higheft Pods 
and Offices ; and fuch as were otherwife, he re¬ 
claim’d with Gentlenefs and Clemency, and not 
with Rigour and Severity. Upon his taking upon 
him the Empire, he declar’d in the open Senate, 

That no good Man by his Command , jl)ould ever fuffer 
Death or Dijgrace ; which he confirm’d by a folemn 
Oath, and inviolably obferv'd it throughout his 
whole Reign, according to Dion. Shortly after he 
fent for Cafperius and the Vratorian Cohorts, who 
had rais’d the Sedition againft Nerva, under the No¬ 
tion of employing them, and disbanded them as mu¬ 
tinous Perlons, without further Punifliment j tho’ 
fome fay he put them to Death. He immediately 
fhew’d his great Bounty and Liberality, bellowing 
large Benefits and Favours upon all Men, grearly re¬ 
lieving the Poor and Indigent, in which he both 
imitated and excell’d his Predeceffor Nerva ; which 
he in an eminent manner fhew’d by his educating of 

great numbers of poor Mens Children in Rome , and 
in all Italy, He was no lefs noted for the Command 
of his Paifions, and did fo far moderate his Wrath 
and Choler, as he was never known ro be overcome 
with it; and likewife, was as free from the Defires 
of other Mens Properties, and all kinds of Rapines 
and Avarice. In l'um, he was endu’d with all the 
r.oble Virtues and Qualifications of a mighty Empe¬ 
ror: In the Affairs of War he was valiant and in-> 
dullrious j in the Times of Peace mild and gentle j 
and in relieving the Diftreffcd, liberal and bountiful. 

And feeing there are two Things expe&ed and 
requir’d in great Princes, Religion at Home, 
and Fortitude in Arms Abroad* and Wifdom in 
both ■> he was endu’d with fo great a Meafure of 

the nobieft Gifts, that, as Aurelius Victor tells 
us, he feem’d to enjoy a tranfcendent Temperature 
of all Virtues: Only he was not free from thofe 
two Vices of Luxury and Women though 
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travagance, nor in the latter us’d any Violence or 

Compulfion. 

With thefe Virtues and Qualifications he began 
his Reign, continuing in Peace for a Ihort fpace • but 
being a moft expert Commander, and infpir’d with 
a Martial Warmth, and a Thirft after Glory above 
his Predeceffors, he refolv’d to extend and enlarge 
the Bounds of the Roman Empire by the Force of his 
Arms. His firft Enterprize was againft the Dacians , 
the Inhabiters of a fpacious Country on the North of 
the River Danube 3 taking a juft Occafion from the 
frequent Ravages and Wars they had made upon the 
Roman Dominions in Domitian’s Reign. Trajan rais’d 
a great and powerful Army, and with great Celerity 
march’d into thofe barbarous Countries, where he 
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being 


bloody. But Decebal/ts , 
tradl the War, was con 
Battel, where Trajan by his Skill and Valour^ over¬ 
threw him, with exceeding great Lofs to the Daci¬ 
ans, with no fmall Slaughter to the Romans. This 

Victory was purchas’d with the Expence of fo much 

Blood, that the Romans wanted Linnen to bind up 

their Wounds 5 which occafion’d this Emperor, out 
of a generous Pity, to tear his own Robes and Veft- 
ments towards the fupplying that Defeat And for 
thofe who dy’d bravely, he order’d Altars to be ere di¬ 
ed, and Sacrifices to be yearly offer’d to their Me¬ 
mory. Trajan clofely purfu’d the Enemy, and with 
fo much Diligence, that Decebalus , almoft reduc’d to 
Defpair, fent to him, humbly imploring Peace, and 
offering to accept of any Articles and Conditions 
that the Emperor lhould propofe. Whereupon Tra- 
jan , who glory’d as much in pardoning the Humble 
andSubmiffive, as in fubduing the Proud and Haugh¬ 
ty, notwithftanding he had made himfelf Matter of 
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the greareft part of his Country, was willing to ad¬ 
mit him into Grace and Favour upon thefe follow¬ 
ing Conditions. Firft, To furrender ftich Lands as he 
held within the Bounds of the Empire. Next, To deliver 
up all his Injtruments and Engines of War, and his feveral 
Engineers , together with all the Roman Deferters. Third¬ 
ly, To evacuate all the Caftles and Forts within his Domi¬ 
nions, and to demolijh fuch as fhould he appointed by the 
Emperor. Laftly, To look upon only thofe for Allies and 
Enemies , which were jo reputed by the Senate. Thefe Ar¬ 
ticles were unwillingly accepted of by Decebalus,-who , 

after he had fworn to obferve them, came before the 
Emperor to his Camp j where folemnly proftrating 
himfelf to the Earth, he pubiickly acknowledg’d 
himfelf his ViCtim and Valfal. This ended his firft 
Dacian War, in the third Year of his Reign; for the 
Succefs of which Trajan obtain'd the Sirname of 

Dacius. 

Trajan returning Victorious to Rome , entered the 
City in foleran Triumph, and brought with him the 
Ambaffadors of the King of Dacia,to whom he gave 
Audience in the Senate; and the Peace which Tra¬ 
jan had granted was there confirm’d. After this, for 
Joy, and in honour ot thefe late Conquefts, and the 
more to endear himfelf to the People of Rome, he 
exhibited all manner of Games and Shows, which 
were ufual upon thefe Occafions withal, adding 
feveral new Games as he thought fir. But thefe pub- 
lick Rejoydngs did not withdraw’ him from doing 
of Juftice, nor from the Care of the Government; 
but while they lafted, he fpent the greateft part of 
his Time in difpatching of publick Bufinefs, and ad- 
miniftring of Juftice, going in Perfon to the Tribu¬ 
nal and publick Audience, to judge and determine 
many Caufes which he did with no lefs Wifdom 

than Juftice. While Trajan was thus worthily em¬ 
ploy’d in the City, in a Ihort Space, Decebalus, being 

Ps unable to endure Subjection and Servitude as his 

Pred e- 
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Predeceffors, began to make Preparations for a new 
War, firft privately, and afterwards publickly; re¬ 
pairing and fortifying his Towns and Caftles, pro¬ 
viding Arms and Engines, and levying both dome- 
ftick and neighbouring Forces againft the Empire, 
refolving to make one vigorous Pufli towards the 
regaining his Lodes. Upon notice of thefe powerful 

Preparations, Decebalus a fecond Time was adjudg’d 

an Enemy to the Empire; and fo with an equal 
Army, but more incens’d than formerly, Trajan went 
to thefe Provinces again in Perfon. In thefe Wars 
Decebalus, growing more cautious by his former De¬ 
feats, refus’d to come to a Battel, ufing all kinds of 
Policies, Stratagems, and Treacheries againft the Ro¬ 
mans 3 by fomeof which Trajan himfclf was in great 

danger of being (lain or taken: and by a notorious 
Piece of Treachery, under the pretence of a fafe 
Conduct, the Enemy took a great Commander and 

Favourite of the Emperor’s, call’d Longinus. Dece¬ 
balus findingfo valuable a Prize and Priloner, fent to 
7r^» to purchafe a Pardon, and to treat of a Peace j 
threatningbefides, that if it were nor granted him, 
he would inftantly put Longinus to Death. To which 
Propofal, T r ajan gave Annver, That Peace and War 

bad ms their Dependance upon the Safety of one SubjeB , 

and profecuted the War with all poflible Vigour and 
Induftry. Decebalus did not immediately put his 
Threats in Execution 3 but Longinus finding no Se¬ 
curity of Life,nor no Life without Bonds, took Poy- 

fon and deftroy’d himfelf 

During thefe Actions, in a very fliort Space, Tra¬ 
jan built a Bridge over thar fpacious River Danube , 
for the Convenience of his Forces, being all of fquare 
Stone of wonderful Beauty, and one of the moll 
ftately and magnificent Works of that Nature in the 
World. This Bridge contain’d twenty lofty Arches, 
being in Height an hundred and fifty Foot, befides 
the Foundation, and fixty Foot in Breadth 3 every 

Arch 




Arch being diftant from each other a hundred and 
feventy Foot: Which was a moft ftupendious Fa- 
brick, confidering the fliort Timeofits Building, and 
the numerous and almoft infuperable Difficulties of 
laying fo large a Foundation in a River fo vaftly deep, 
with an Ozy Bottom, and a contra&ed Stream rapid 
to a Miracle. This may be one Proof of the Wealth 

and Greatnefs of the Roman Empire, which (hews, 

that nothing is too bold and difficult for that Nati¬ 
on to attempt and effect. This Bridge was ere&ed 
by Trajan to make a free PalTage for his Armies to 
pafs the River Danube, again It thefe barbarous Nati¬ 
ons ; but hisSucceifor Adrian being of another Opi¬ 
nion, to hinder them of the like Conveniency, as 
fome write, order’d it to be broken down. Upon 


the finifhing this Bridge, Trajan continu’d the War 
with great Vigour, fhcwing himfelf a moft expert 
and valiant Commander, perpetually encouraging 
his Soldiers by his own Example; and notwith- 
ftanding the Country was large and fpacious, and 
the Inhabitants fierce and hardy, he conquer’d and 
fubdu’d the whole, difcover’d much Treafure, and 
reduc’d King Decebalu > to fuch Extremities, that to 
efcape being made Prifoner he flew himfelf. His 
Head was immediately fent to Rome , and the whole 
Country of Dacia was added to the Roman Empire, Dacia «*• 
and reduc’d into a regular Province • in which *** 
Country Trajan built many Cities and Towns, and province. 
fent feveral Colonies, being now in the fixth Year of a. d. 104.' 
his Reign. - After which he return’d towards Rome 
with great Honour and Renown, bringing with 
hirh large Sums of Money, and much Wealth, taken 

from that King and Country; and his Name and 
Generofity became lb famous through the World, 
that on his Way he was met by Ambaffadors from 
the very Indies , and feveral other Nations, to fue 
for his Alliance, acknowledging him to be their Lord 

and Superior. At his return to Rome he enter’d 

the 
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the City in Solemn Triumph, and immediately af¬ 
ter were exhibited various Shows and Games, with 
many magnificent Treats and Feafts, for Joy of his 
Return and Victories. Thefe were more Pom- 

E is than any before this Time; lafting for the 
ce of an hundred and twenty Days, in which 
aetimes ten thoufand Beads, both wild and tame, 
were kill’d in a Day, accompany’d with an infinite 
Number of Gladiators Prizes, and other Warlike 

Paftimes. 

Now remaining in Rome in Peace and great Pro- 
fperity, the Emperor vigoroufly proceeded in a fur¬ 
ther Reformation of the Laws, and all kinds of In- 
conveniencies: Among the reft he utterly extermina¬ 
ted thofe infufferable Vermin the Delators, Informers , 
and Pettifoggers, who in former Reigns had made in¬ 
credible Advantages by fomenting all kinds of pri¬ 
vate Quarrels and Diflentions, and had been almoft 
deftroy’d by Titus. He was no lefs bufily employ’d 
in pubiick Edifices and Fabricks, in Rome, Italy, and 
all Parts of the Empire; building feveral whole Ci¬ 
ties and Towns, and granting great Privileges ro 
others. He rebuilt the grand Cirque, much larger 
and more beautiful than before, and put an Infcrip- 
tion upon it, lignifying, That it was to make it wor¬ 
thy to receive the People of Rome. He made an infinite 
number of Bridges, High-ways, and Caufeys, to 
the great Advantage and Conveniency of all Places; 
in the Care and number of which ufeful Works he 
exceeded all his Predecefibrs. Finding the City to 
havefuffer’d extreamly through Fires in his Reign, he 
ordain’d for the future, That no private Houfelhould 
be built higher than fixty Foot, becaufe of the vaft 
Ruins and Expences when fuch Fires happen’d ; for 
which Care and Regard to the pubiick Good, he 

was efteem’d a Father of bis Country. But in all his 
various Buildings, he carefully avoided OpprelTion, 
and never took the Liberty and Benefit of any Man’s 

Goods 
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Goods or Labour, as was frequent in fome of his 
Predeceffors. He Ihew’d himfelf exceeding courte¬ 
ous and liberal to all Men j and he often went to 
vifit his Friends, either when they were lick, or up¬ 
on Feftival Days j and without diftinttion kept mu¬ 
tual Feafts among them, going out with them in 
their Litters, He always retain’d a profound Vene¬ 
ration for the Senate, and he never injur’d any of 
that Sacred Order, nor was any condemn’d in all 
his Reign, but one by Order of Senate without his 
Knowledge. He never us’d any kind of Injuftice or 
Extortion to increafe the Exchequer, but a died all 
Things with great Moderation and Munificence, and 
both publickly and privately enrich’d defervingMen 
with Money and Honours, tho’ he had but fmall ac¬ 
quaintance with them. He entertain’d Perfons of 
Merit with great Love and Familiarity, tho’ they 
were of mean Degrees, and frequently admitted them 
into his private Converfation; for which, being 

blam’d for his too great Condefcenfion, he generoul- 
ly replyed. Theft he treated his Subjects with the fame U- 
fage, as be himfelf wou d defire of his Prince , were he a 
frivate Perfon. Then he had fo great an Aflurance 
of his own Innocence and Integrity, that in giving 
his Sword to Saburanus , according toCuftom, when 
he made him Captain of the Guards, he pronounc’d 

thefe remarkable Words, Take this Sword , and if 1 
govern like a juft Prince , employ it in my Service } but if 
I abufe my Authority , draw it againfl me. After which, 
he added, that he who gave Laws to the reft of the 
Worlds lay under ftricler Obligations to obferve 'em , than 
my of his Subjects. 

As this Emperor was moft juft and regular in all 
the A&ions of his Adminiftration, fo he proceeded 
with great Freedom and Difregard to Danger ^ and 
he gave many Teftimonies of his fearlefs and open 
Difpofition j but more particularly in his great Con¬ 
fidence Ihew’d to his Friend and Favourite Sura. For 
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fome Perfons, who envy’d his great Share he had in 
the Emperor’s Friendfhip, us’d all imaginable Me¬ 
thods to blaft his Reputation, and render him fufpe- 
fted to his Mafter, accufing him even of forming a 
Defign againft his Life. But Trajan , to fliew how 
much he rely’d upon the Fidelity of his Friend, ha¬ 
ving received an Invitation to Sup with him, went 
freely and unconcernedly } then purpofely fending 
back all his Guards, he order’d Sura’s Phyfician and 
Barber to be brought to him, commanding the for¬ 
mer to take off his Hair about his Eye-Brows, and 
the latter to fhave off his Beard j after which he 
bath’d himfelf, and remain’d fearlefly among Sura’s 
Friends and Companions. Upon this Trial he re¬ 
turn’d to his Palace, and recounting all Circumftan- 

ces, told the Accufer, That tf Sura had any Defign a- 

gainfi his Life , he gave him the fairtfi and fafefi Occafiott 
to execute them 3 and his negleil of it was a plain Indicati¬ 
on that no fucb Defign was ever form'd. The Death Ot 

Sura , not long after, was a great Affli&icn to the 
Emperor, who honour’d his Memory with publick 
Statues for his many Services to him and the Pub- 

lick: Which was an Honour that he waspleafed to be¬ 
llow upon the Memories of many Worthy Perfons; 
and no Prince was more remarkable for his generous 
and grateful Acknowledgment of the real and pub- 
lick Services of his Subjects, And tho’ by reafon of 
his great Affairs, he was not very excellent in the 
Skill of Arts and Sciences, yet no Prince in the World 
ufed greater Munificence, and gave greater Encou¬ 
ragement to Learning and Learned Men than he, 
there being many of eminent Note in this Reign. 
For befides his famous Greek Mafter Hut arch before 
mentioned, there flourifh’d Pliny the Younger, who, 
in Iris Panegyrick upon Trajan, which he deliver’d in 
the Senate-Houfe, when he was Conful, gives us the 
true Exemplar of an excellent Orator, as well as of 

a good Prince. And amongft many others flourifh’d 

Suetonius , 



r 


Chap. 1. T R A 

Suetonius, who writ the Lives of the Twelve Cajars, 

with the fame Freedom as they liv’d them ; Lucius 
Florus, who has . left us a neat, though irregular 
Compendium, of the Roman Hiftory; Cornelius Ta¬ 
citus ± a moft fublime and grave, though fometimes 
obfcure Hiftorian, famous for his Political Reflexi¬ 
ons and profound Senfe; and Lucian , that great 
Scoffer at Chriftianity and Religion, remarkable for 
hisgreat Wit and pure Greek, who began to flourilh 
in this Reign. 

For nine Years fpace Trajan reign’d with great 
Succefs and Profperity, without any Blemilh or Dif- 
order in his Government; at which Time he began 
to look upon the Numbers of the chripani , with an 
- extream jealous and fufpicious Eye; dreading them 
not only as the Underminers of the Religion of the 
Empire, and Enemies to the Gods of the Romans, 
but alfo judging them to be Eftablilhers of Heteria $ 
or illegal Societies , which ufually were the Nurferies 
of FaXion and Sedition. In the Number of which 
Heteria , all Colleges and Corporations were account¬ 
ed, that were not fettled either by the Conftitution of 
the Emperor, or the Decree of the Senate 3 and the 
Perfons frequenting them adjudg’d guilty of High- 
Treafon. Under this plaufible Pretence the Chrip - The Third 
ans were profecuted by Governors and other Offi-5‘ Wfr#i . 
cers j fo that a lharp Perfecution broke out in moft p rf eCHtl ~ 
Parts of the Empire ■, in which great Numbers 01 j 
Cbripans fell by the Rage of popular Tumults, as 

well as by EdiXs and Procefles. This was the Third 1 * 
general Perfecution of the Church, which broke out 
in the Ninth Year of this Emperor’s Reign, lixteen 
Years after the beginning of the fecond by Domitian, 
and forty two after the beginning of the firft under 
Nero., In this Perfecution, St. Clements, Biftiop of 
Rome , fuffer’d Martyrdom, being thrown into the 
Sea with an Anchor about his Neck ; St. Simeon, Bi* 
fliop <?f Jirnftfop% at jao Years of Age, being 
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firft fcourged, and then crucify’d ; and 
Bifltop of Antioch, who was condemn’d to be thrown 
to wild Beafts at Rome, by Trajan himfelf, who had 
a particular Difpute with him at Antioch. This Per¬ 
fection for a while rag’d in feverai Parts of the Em¬ 
pire, and was fo much the more burdenfome, be- 
caufe the Chriftians generally fuller'd under the No¬ 
tions of Malefactors and Traytors, and under an 
Emperor fam’d throughout the World for his lingu¬ 
lar Juftice and Moderation. But it had not conti¬ 
nu’d long before Trajan, coming to Antioch , in order 
to his Expedition againft the Fartbians and Armeni¬ 
ans, did there mitigate the Rigor of it: For having 
receiv’d an Account from Fliny, the Proconful in 
Bitbjnia, employ’d by him for that Purpofe, of the 

lrmocencj and Simplicity of the Chriftians, that they were 
a hurt!ejsand inofjtnfive Generation, wbofeprincipal Noti¬ 
ons was their worjhipping Chrift as a God, and their ob¬ 
liging tbemjelves by Oath to abftain from all Wickednejs : 

And iikewife receiving another Account from Ttbe- 
rianns , Governor of F alefine, who told him, That he 

was wearied out in executing the Laws againft the Gali¬ 
leans, who crowded to Execution in fucb Multitudes 


loft 


Hereupon the 


Trajan’/ 


peror gave Command, That no particular Inquifition 
jhould be made after the Chriftians, tho if any offer’d 
tbemjelves they jhould fuffer. By which Means the 

Periecution in a great meafure ceas’d j and the Fire 
which had hitherto rag’d to a great degree, began 
now to be extinguifti’d, and only crept up and down 
in private Corners 

From Antioch Trajan march’d with a powerful Ar- 
againft Armenia, taking Occaiion from 


fediti** im of Armenia’s receiving the Crown and Enfigns 
* Kintt from the Hands of the Kine of 7 art bit 


King 


Is of the King of Fartbia, ac 


knowledging him for his Superior and Sovereign 
when that King ought to have receiv’d his 


from Rome , according to former Articles 


Upon 

his 
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his firfilnvafion of Armenia, the Fame of his Arrival 
was fuch,and the Enemies Fears in all Parts fo great, 
that he met with no great Refiftance, neither in Ar¬ 
menia, nor in the Countries adjoining; and the 
greateft part of the Kings, Nobles, and Governors 
of the Neighbouring Countries, came fubmilfively 
to him, humbly acknowledging themfelves hisSub- 
je£ts, and him their Lord and Sovereign, bringing 
with them many rare and noble Prefents. Among 
many other Things of great Value and Curiofity, he 
was prefented with an Horfe, for Largenefc, Co¬ 
lour and Shape, the moft valuable in the World ; 
which being before taught, upon his approaching 
the Emperor’s Prefence gracefully kneel’d down, and 
bow’d his Head to the Earth, as it were owning him 
to be the Sovereign of the World. Trajan having in a 
Ihort Space fubdu’d all the Kingdom of Armenia , and Armenia; 
gotten Partamitafites the King into his Power, he re¬ 
duc’d the whole Country into a Province of the Em¬ 
pire ; and at the fame Time rewarded thofe Kings 
and Tetrarchs who were in his Service, with many 
noble and munificent Prefents, fining others great 
Sums, according to their feveral Actions and De- 
ferts. And leaving, all Things in good Order, and 

fufficient GarrifonstofecuretheCountry, he march’d 

forwards with his victorious Army, conquering the 
Dominions of the King of Partbia , and then en- p art hj a 
tred that opulent Country of Mefopotamia , where andMeto. 
hc took the City of Nijibis , and other Places, and potamia 
made that Kingdom like Armenia, a Province of 
the Empire. In all which the King of Partbia was 
conftrain’d to fubmir, after many Skirmiflies, En¬ 
counters, Attacks, Sieges, and a Thoufaod noble 
A£ts, perform’d by this Emperor ; wherein he not 
only fliew’d himfelf a Perfon of infinite Courage, 

Valour, and Induftry, but likewife of no lefs Skill 
and Conduct* as well as exafit Policy and Difcipline. 

He always march’d on Foqt at the Head of his Ar* 

T z my 
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my, which he exadfly view’d and furnifh’d againft 
every Expedition ; ufing all imaginable Variety in 
his Marches, and fometimes propagating falfe Re¬ 
ports, and playing the part of a Spy to keep his 
Men more carefully to their Duty. If they crofs’d 
a River on Foot, he did the lame, conforming him- 
felftoall their Inconveniences and Extremities with 
the utmoft Complaifance, but alfo with fo much 
Difcretion and Authority, that no Mutinies nor Di- 
fturbances were ever known in his Armies. TheFame 
of his mighty Vi&ories daily fill’d the Ears of the 
Senate and People of Rome , who order’d great Sa¬ 
crifices and Thankfgivings and conferr’d new Ho¬ 
nours and Titles upon him, particularly decreeing 
him the Name of Ootimus , or Mojt Excellent , and 
likewife the Sirnames of Armenicm and Parthian, 
and other Titles, upon the Account- of thefe extra¬ 
ordinary Conquefts. 

After this greatSuccefs, and enlarging the Bounds 
of the Reman Empire, he defir’d to repofe himfelf 
for fome few Days, and therefore determin’d to 
pafs the Winter in Syria ; where difpofing of his Ar¬ 
my to the beft Advantage, he lodg'd himfelt \n An¬ 
tioch ; to which City repair’d a numerous and fplen- 
did Concourfe of many Kings, Potentates, and Am- 
bafladors from feveral Parts of the Eafi , all to attend 
this mighty Emperor. Continuing there in great 
Affluence and Profperity, and furrounded by fuch a 
glorious Train of Monarchs and crown’d Heads, he 
and the whole City were furpriz’d with the mod afto- 
nifhing Accident tharcou’d be imagin’d; which was 
an Earthquake, the moft dreadful and amazing that 
ever happen’d in any Age whatfoever. It was in a 
manner general; buttyr;*, and efpecially Antioch , 
felrthegreateft Shareof its Fury; it beginning wirh 
a moft furious Storm fcnd Whirlwind, which tore up 
an infinite Number of Trees and Houfes, and 

brought down the Birds to the Earth ; which was 

fuc- 


* 
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fucqecded with fuch dreadful Lightnings and Thun¬ 
ders, as overthrew the moft (lately palaces and 
Buildings in Antioch ;* and it feem’d as though the 
World was all in Flames, and the Earth open’d to 
devour all Human Kind. The Sea was alfo in a 
wonderful Motion, which was feconded with fuch 
extream Heats, that Men were oblig’d to drip them- 
felvesandgounder Ground. ManyCitiesin the Eafi 
were likewife ruin’d, many Hills and Mountains 
funk, and became level, many Rivers were dry’d up, 
and many Waterrs and Fountains fprung up in new 
places. In the City of Antioch almoft all the Houfcs 
and Buildings were entirely demolifh’d, and many 
Thoufands of People llain ; particularly TcJo the 
Conful y and Trajan hitnfelfwas ingreat danger of 
his Life, efcapiflg by a fudden leaping out of a Win¬ 
dow into the Fields, where he was conftrain’d to 
remain for many Days in Tents. Some write he 
was held in the Air by an unknown Hand for fome 
fpace; and’tis believ’d by many, that thefc Cala¬ 
mities were Inftances of the Divine Difpleafure, for 
the Severities towards the Chnftians ; and that thefe 
caus'd fome Remorfe in Trajan's Mind upon their 
Account, and difpos’d him to a better Opinion of 

that Religion in rhe reft of his Reign, it being now 

about the 17th Year, A. D. n 5. 

Trajan with, great Diligence and Induftry repair’d 
Antiochyind the other Cities thatfuffer’d by this Ca¬ 
lamity j and the following Summer he gather’d all 
his Forces together, and parted from Antioch to pro¬ 
ceed in his famous Expedition? he had begun5 di- 
re&ing.his March towards the £<*/?, to make a Con- 
queft of Ajjyria and Chaldaa, with the renown’d 
City of Babylon , Capitol of the ancient Monarchy 

of the Ajjjrians. And being to pafs the famous Ri¬ 
ver Euphrates> at a large winding of it, he was ob¬ 
lig’d to encounter many great Difficulties and Dan¬ 
gers : For the farthiansy with their utmoft Power, 
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endeavour’d to ftop his Paflage; but Trajan, by hi9 
indefatigable Toil and Induftry found out a Reme¬ 
dy for this Inconvenience, fecretly caufing Boats to 
be made upon the adjoining Mountains and bring¬ 
ing them upon Carriages to theWater-fide, fudden- 
ly made a Bridge over the River, and pafs’d his Ar¬ 
my with great Celerity, but not without great 
Slaughter and Danger on both Sides. Having pafs’d 
the River, he boldly advanc’d forward, conquer¬ 
ing and fubduing Cities and Cadies in all Parts, and 
among the reft, the great City of Arbela in Affyria, 
in whofe Fields Alexander the Great Overthrew 
King Darius. After which he ftill continu’d his 
fuccefsful Progrefs, and conquer’d other Countries 
where the Roman Standards had never been before 
difplay’d: and from thence, without meeting any 
great Oppofition, he advanc’d up to the Walls of 
the famous City Babylon , the Power and Greatnefs 
of which we read fuch Wonders; and taking it by 
Force of Arms, he alfo fubdu’d all its Territories; 
by which means he became entire Mafter of thofe 

Chaldea noble Countries Cbaldaa and Ajfyria. Here 

and Afly- he defign’d tomake a Cut from the great River Eu- 
r'u cm- fbrates to the Tigris, for the Conveniency of his 
•pured. Veflels and his Marches; but finding the former 

River fo much higher than the other, as to render 
one unnavigable, he mounted his Veflels upon 
Land-Carriages j and brought them to the Tigris ; 
from whence he advanc’d to the great City Ctefiphon, 
which he took, and open’d himfelf a paflage into 
Ferjia, where he ftill made new Conquefts, and 
gain’d new places to the Wonder and Terror of 
aH Nations. But for the Particulars of thefe great 
Wars and Conquefts, Authors have been too brief 
and fuccindt, and by reafon of the Lofs of others, 
many noble Adis and great Exploits of this Empe¬ 
ror are unknown to us, ■ ' 
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Trajan having made himfelf Lord of all thofe Na¬ 
tions about the Rivers Tigris and Euphrates, with o- 
ther Countries and Provinces adjoining 3 he took 
new Ways, and went down the River Tigris towards 
the Terfian Gulf, to fubdue a mighty King call’d A- 
thamhilus, who inhabitced a confiderable I Hand, made , 

by the Divided Streams of that River. At the Em- cLquep. 
peror’s Arrival, the Terror of his Arms was fo great, 
that the King and the Inhabitants of thofe Parts 
fubmitted, yielding up all into his Hands. But here 
he met with exceeding great Dangers and Inconve¬ 
niences ; for Winter coming on, he was affli&ed 
with fuch violent Rains, Storms and Tempefts, to¬ 
gether with fuch Inundations of the Tigris, that he 
was in danger oflofing the greateft part of his Ar¬ 
my. After which, with indefatigable Pains he fit¬ 
ted out a large Fleet, and failing down the Terfian 
Gulf, enter’d the vaft Oriental Ocean, conquering 
even to the Indies , and fubduing part of them to the 
Roman Empire ; having firft receiv’d Information of 
thofe Countries, by certain Merchant Ships, failing 
into thofe Parts. But this vaft Attempt againft the 
Indies, and along thofe Coafts, fucceeded not long 
according to Trajan's Expectation : For not only the 
Revolts of fome of his new Conquefts, oblig’d him 
to fhorten his intended Voyage and Expedition3 but 
likewife the fcarcity of Provifions, and Convenien¬ 
ces on thofe Coafts.and Countries, quite contrary to 
the fam’d Reports of their Fertility and Abundance, 
was a Means to draw him from fuch diftant Parts 
of the World. For which Caufes any further At¬ 
tempts feem’d unworthy of fo great an Emperor j 
efpecially fince he found himfelf too aged and un- 
weildy for extraordinary Fatigues 3 therefore he re- 
folv’d to return with his Fleet to the Terfian Gulf. 

Upon thefe Seas he began to refleCt upon the De¬ 
fers of Age, and the Decay of Vigour, and faid. 

If the Divine Towers had preferu'd to him his former 

T 4 Health 
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Health and Strength , he -would not have refied till he had 
attain'd the utmcjl and remotefi Confines of the World : And 
that he accounted Alexander the Great infinitely happy in 
beginning his Reign fo very young ; yet he fiill purpos'd to 

fafs further than be. And fo he wrote to the Senate of 
Rome , and fent them the particular Relations and 
Names of all the feveral Nations he had conquer'd 
and fubdu’d, which were fo many, that Dion tells us, 
rhey cou’d fcarcely be number’d or nam’d* Upon 
which the Senate order’d new Sacrifices and Thankf- 
givings, and decreed him many new and additional 
Honours, and among the reft a Triumphal Arch, of 
great Beauty and Magnificence, for the better Pre- 
fervation of his Memory to future Ages. 

Trajan thus returning to the TerfianG ulf, and land¬ 
ing near the Mouth of the Tigris , he fpeedily took 
Order for the Recovery of thofe Places which had 
revolted, fending two Commanders call’d Lucius and 
Maximus , with powerful Armies. Thefe in the be¬ 
ginning had ill Succefs ■ for Maximus in a Battel a- 
gainft the parthians , was overthrown and flain : But 
Lucius afterwards reinforcing and relieving his Army 
obtain'd feveral Victories over the Enemy, and reco¬ 
ver’d the City of Nifibis in Mesopotamia , and others 
which had revolted j doing the like to the City EdeJJ'a, 
in the fame Province, which for fome particular 
Crimes he hid in Allies. And while Lucius was thus 
employ’d, Euricius and Clarim two other Comman¬ 
ders of the Emperor’s, fuccefsfully proceeded againft 
others who had likewife revolted, from whom they 
took the City of Seleucia , upon the River Tigris and 
other Cities which the Parthians had recover’d in 
thofe Parcs. So that in a fliort Space Trajan not only 
retook all thofe Countries which had revolted, but 
likewife conquer’d many other Cities and Provinces j 
by which means he became Lord of the greateft and 
beft Parts of Afia. All this was attended with an un¬ 
interrupted Courfe of Profperity, meeting with. r,$ 

' ' * - con- 
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confiderable Lofles, nor no Repulfes, but before one 
City in the Defarts of Jrabia. And what is an addi¬ 
tional Honour to all his Conquefts and Victories, 
during the whole Time of his carrying on thefe 
Wars, fo very remote and diftant from Rorne, fo great 
was his Wifdom and careful Management, that no 
Tumult or Diforder ever happen’d in the City, Now 
this wife and great Emperor finding himfelf weary’d 
out with Age and Labour, and Judging it impofiible 
for one Man rightly to govern fo vaft and unweildy 
an Empire as that of Rome , efpecially thofe Provinces 
taken from the untamcablc Parthiam 3 he refolv’d to 
fettle a King in Vartbia and Perfia, ofhisownchu- 
fing, which King fhou’d be a Vaflfal to the Roman 
Empire, referving to the Emperors the fupream Ju- 
rifdiction and Soveraignity. With this Refolution 
Trajan repair’d to the great City Ctefipbon in Perfia $ 
and convoking the principal of the Parthian Nation, 
who gladly gave him Security for Obedience to the 
Roman Empire, he with great Pomp and Solemnity, 
Crown’d one of the Royal Line of Parthia call’d 
Parthenafyates, to the great Joy and Satisfaction of 
that Nation, Afterwards he did the like in the King¬ 
dom of Albania in JJia, near the Cafpian Sea j efta- 
blifhing there a King to govern that Kingdom j and 
placing Governors and Lieutenants in other Provin¬ 
ces, he enlarg’d the Bounds- and Limits of the Ro¬ 
man Empire, beyond the River Tigris, where the 

Name of the Romans , till now had fcarcely been 
heard of j it being now above 4000 Miles in length. 

And having ended all Wars in the Eafi with great 
Glory and Renown, and eftablilh’d all Countries 
with no lefs Wifdom and Underftanding;he refolv’d 
to direct his Journey towards Italy and Rome , in a 
more magnificent and triumphant Manner than any 

of all his Predecelfors. RebeSion 

Before the finilhing of thefe laft Wars, and full “ndMije- 

Ket dement of the £<*/, the Jewh who had been di- j ^ the 
‘ fperfed ' 
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all Parts 


1 Rebellion in feveral Provinces of the Empire • 
taking Occalion from Trajan's diftant Expeditions, 
but more efpecially from the late terible Earth¬ 
quakes, which, as they believ’d, portended the Ruin 
and Downfal of the Roman Empire. Having en¬ 
ter’d into a Confpiracy, they made incredible 

Slaughters and barbarous 


they 

Maflacres 


and Greeks of all Ranks and Degrees 


Difcretion 


Rebellion bega 


Cyrene a Roman Province in Afr 

next in the Ifland < 


tea, fhortly after in 


and 


of Cyprus, which Pla- 


t^gypt, 

ces they in a manner difpeoplcd 
lets was their Rage and Fury. Their Barbarities were 
fo heinous and outragious, that they eat Mens Flefli, 
befmear’d themfelves with their Blood, wore their 
Skins, Cawed them afunder, call them to wild Beads, 
made them kill each other, and put them to all kinds 
of Torments. Befides the particular Slaughters they 
committed throughout eALgypt, in Cyrene they flew 
aooooo, and in Cyprus 150000. Trajan was then 
^bout returning into Italy , and finding the pernici¬ 
ous Effedts of thefe Barbarities, in a great Rage re- 
folv’d to purfue thefe impious Wretches thr 
his Dominions, not as Enemies or Rebels, out as 



Creatqres noxious and deftruCtive to Hum; 

piety, with a Revenge anfwerable to the val 

their Crimes ; which he fpeedily effected, un 
Conduct of feveral Commanders both by i 
Land. Thefe, after many cruel and bloody i 
ties, feverely chaftis’d that obftinate and rel 
Nation, whom God had now forfaken, leavin 

to be treated as the Venom and Pefts of Ma 
and to be deftroy’d in infinite Numbers by ^11 
qf Deaths, which prov’d the moft terrible 
tion and Punifhmenr, that ever happen’d to a 
tion in the World. The Carriage and Behav 
thole in Cyrene and Cyprus^ caus’d the Emperor 


So- 






pe£l their Brethren in Mesopotamia 3 and upon that 
order’d L. Jguintus to banifli all out of that Country, 
which was Toon effected with the Deftruftion of 
great Numbers by Adis of Hoftility. And becaufe 
the Cruelties of the Jews were mod notorious in Cy¬ 
prus, partly for the future Security of the Cypriots, and 
partly to brand the Jews with perpetual Infamy, it 

was publickly enabled. That no Jew, tho' driven by 
Tempefis, Jhoud prefume to fet Foot in Cyprus, upon pain 
of immediate Execution, as already condemn d by his very 

appearance on that Soil, which had been tainted with the 
deadly Venom of his Country-men. 

This great Slaughter and Puni/hment being aba¬ 
ted, Trajan taking good Order about the Affairs of 
ylfta, began his Journey towards Italy, leaving his 
Coufin Adrian General of all his Forces in the Eaft ; 
and fo continu’d his Journey, cover’d with infinite 
Glories and Honours 3 there being in Rome the mod 
magnificent Triumph, and folemn Reception pre¬ 
par’d for him that ever had been known fince the 
building of the Ciry. But coming into the Province 
of Cidlia, in the Idler Afia, he found himfelf weak 
and declining 3 and his Diftemper increafing, he or¬ 
der’d himfelf to be carry’d to the City of Seleucia , 
where within a few Days after, he dy’d of a Flux, 

tho’ fome fufpeft Poyfon to have been the main 

Caufe. Thus dy’d the mighty Trajan, the 14th Em- jf, e Deat Z 
peror of Rome , in the 63 d Year of his Age, after a of Trajan, 
triumphant Reign of 19 Years, 6 Months and 15 
Days 3 a Prince of incomparable Abilities, either for 
the Command of an Army, or the Government of 
an Empire 3 and had not his Adtions been ftain’d 
with his Severities to the Chriflians , he might have 
been efteem’d the mod Matchlefs Prince in all the 


Vagan World. His great Virtues and Excellencies, 

made his Memory fo dear and precious to the Ro¬ 
mans, that befides thofe many and divine Honours 

fhey Ihew’d to him after his Death, it became a Cu- 
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ftom in fucceeding Reigns, when they pour’d out 
their Bleflings upon their new chofen Emperors, they 
wifc’d them the Fortune of Augufius, and the Goodmfs 
of Trajan t as thegreateft Happinefs they could pofli- 
bly enjoy $ a thing worthily to be confider’d by all 
Princes, whofe good or bad AStions are certain to 
make their Memories precious or odious to allfuture 

Ages. Trajan dy’d in the 870^ Yearcf the City, 
141 after the Settlement of the Empire by Jugu/lus, 
x 17 after our Saviour’s Nativity, and 4 6 after the 
Deftruction of Jcrufalem. 



CHAP. H. 

From the Death of Trajan/o the Death of An- 

toxius Philosophus, or Marcus Aure¬ 
lius, the fevenieenth Emperor; when the 
Power and Luftre of the Roman Empire be¬ 
gan to decline . 

f 

Containing the Space of 63 TE ARS. 


D. 

r 7* 


I. np: HE Roman Empire was never fo large and 
1 fpacious as at prefent ; nor was it ever fo for¬ 
midable to the reft of the World, as at the Time 
when Trajan left it; tho’ not long after it began to 
fink by the Unwieldinefs of its Bulk, and the Vaft- 
nefs of its own Weight. The Death of this Prince 
brought a general Sorrow and Mourning upon the 
whole Empire j and tho’ he had the Enjoyment of 
the largeft Authority, and greateft Revenues of any 
in the World, he wanted the Power of producing an 

Heirto fucceed him after his Deceafe, He had nei¬ 
ther Son nor Daughter, nor wou’dhe adopt any Per- 

fon 

/ 
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fon for his Succeffor, as fome believe, imitating 
Alexander the Gre*f,whom he ever endeavour’d to ex¬ 
cel in Honour and Renown. But his Wife Vlot'ma, 
finding his Nephew tAElius Adriams , or tiadria- 
nus, a Perfon of great Authority and Popularity, 
and no lefs Wifdom and Merits, endeavour’d with 
great Diligence and Policy to gain him the Empire. 

In order to effedl this great Defign, the Death of 
Trajan, according to Agreement, was for fome 
Space conceal’d, till Adrian had founded the Incli¬ 
nation of his Army, and Plotina the Nobility of Rome , 
and Ihortly after lfie produc’d a forg’d Inftrument, 
importing, That Trajan had adopted him for his Son 
and Succejj'or. Finally, their Policies and Artifices 
fucceeded fo well, that the Defign took effeft, and 
the Army immediately fwore Obedience, and did 

Homage to Adrian , notwithftanding his being ab- 
fent from Rome, and in the City of Antioch , where 
he had been left by Trajan, as General of all the 
Forces in the Eafi. He doubled the ufual Dona¬ 
tive to the Soldiers, for a fortunate Prefage of his 
future Reign; and immediately wrote to the Se¬ 
nate, excufing himfclf for afftiming the Empire with¬ 
out their firfi Choice and Approbation j being occafional 
by the hafiy Salutation of the Soldiers, who rightly judg’d , 

That the Senate ought not to be long without a Head } 
concluding with a Petition, To be confirm'd in the 
Empire - y which after a little Confideration of his 
Merits and Alliance with Trajan , was eafiiy grant- Adrian 
ed, and he acknowledg’d and obey’d by all Men as made Em- 
Emperor. Adrian was by Defcent a Spaniard, and 
ot Italica, the fame City where Trajan was born, his 
Mother’s Name being D omit; a Vaulina of Calcs in 
Spain. He was Nephew to Trajan by his Mother, 
others fay by his Father, tho’ fome fay he was Son 
of his Coulin German- and was marry’d to 5a- 
bina, Trajan’s Sifter’s Daughter. When he enter’d 
upon the Empire, he was about forty Years of 

Age, 
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Age, being a Prince highly acceptable, and pro- 
miffing to the Roman State j for he had in the laft 
Reign bom the higheft Offices both Civil and Mi¬ 
litary, which he difcharged with much Honour and 
Reputation. 

Shortly after the Death of Trajan , before Adri¬ 
an left the Eaft, the Partbians and fome other Na¬ 
tions lately conquer’d, reaffirm’d their former Cou¬ 
rages, and began to make Revolts } and likewife 
in Britain , and fome other Parts, there began to 
be fome Alterations and Infurre&ions. All which 
Adrian might with no Difficulty have pacify’d 
and fupprefs’d by the Force and Power of his 
Arms, and wanted neither Courage nor Forces 
to effect it j but he thought it molt convenient 

to decline the Extremities of War and Violence. 
For tho’ this Emperor was but little Inferior to 
his Uncle in Courage and Arms, yet he much 
differ’d in his Temper and Inclinations: Trajan 
had a mighty Thirft after Honour and Fame, 
and grafp’d at all Occafions and Methods to en¬ 
large the Bounds of the Roman Empire } but A- 
drian's principal Care w as to preferve the Ancient 
Limits entire, without any Ambitious ProfpeCts of 
farther Conquefts. Therefore in the Beginning of 
his Reign, he in a great Meafure abandon’d the 
Provinces of the Partbians , and other Provinces of 

the Eafi, beyond the Euphrates to the Indies , which 
Trajan had conquered } judging Partbia , Media y 
Mefopotamia , and the re it of thofe diftant Pro¬ 
vinces, to be of a greater Inconvenience to the 
Roman Empire, than Advantage} and for the 
better Safety and Security of other Places, he 

made Euphrates the Boundary and Barrier in thofe 
Pans, and plac’d his Legions about the Banks of 
that River. Some are of Opinion, that he did 
this out of a fecret Envy and tacit Detraction 

of 
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of his Uncle Trajan's Glory and Reputation; tho* 
others more juftly commend it as a politick and pru¬ 
dent Action, and for the real Good of the Empire. 
Having thus fettled Affairs in the Eaft> he left Catil- 
lus Severus Governor of Syria ; and fupprelling fome 
Difturbances lately rais’d by the Jews , he took his 
Journey by Land towards Italy , and fent the Allies 
of Trajan by Sea. Upon his nigh approach to 
Rome, he was inform’d, that a magnificent Tri¬ 
umph was prepar’d for him in the fame manner as 
was provided for his Uncle Trajan , as being his Com¬ 
panion in all the fame Wars and Conquefts: But he 
I wholly refus’d that Honour, judging himfelf not 
worthy of it, and order’d that the lame Triumph 
and Entertainment fhould be given to Trajan’s I- 
mage; which was perform’d with a wonderful Pomp 
and Solemnity; and ’tis obferv’d, that he was the 
only Man that ever triumph’d after he was Dead. 
His Alhes were plac’d in a Golden Urn upon the* 
Top of a lofty Pillar of 140 Foot high, and of cu¬ 
rious Workmanftiip, reprefenting the Particulars of 
all his noble Exploits, which remains to this Day, 
ftill going by the Name of Trajan’s Pillar. Befides 
their Deifying him after the Roman Cuftom, in Ho¬ 
nour of him, they inftituted new Games call’d Par- 
thica , which continu’d for many Ages • fo highly 

was this Emperor belov’d, and fo dear his Memory 

to all his Subjects. 

Adrian began his Reign with the great Love and 
Applaufe of all Men, and immediately perform’d 
many Parts of an excellent Prince, conformable to 
the Courfe of his paft Life, and the future Hopes 
conceiv'd of him. His Parts and Qualifications 
were admirable, and fcarce any Prince in the World 
was more remarkable, for the Excellency and Variety 
of his Endowments. He was capable of compre¬ 
hending whatfoever he defir’d, and was highly skil¬ 
ful in all Exercifes both of Body and Mind, and 

wanted 
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wanted no Strength nor Abilities either for Arras or 
Learning, in which he induftrioufly endeavour’d to 
excel all Men. He compos’d excellently well both 
in Prole and Verfe, pleaded Caufes, and became 
perfedt in Oratory3 but fo much affedted the Stile 
and Phrafe of ancient Times, that he preferr’d Cato 
before Cicero , Ennius before Virgil, and Cacilias be¬ 
fore SaUufi. He was a Angular Mathematician, and 
a Mailer of all its feveral Parts; and was no lefs 
skilful in Phyfick, knowing the Vertues and Pro¬ 
perties of all Herbs and Minerals. In Drawing and 
Paintings he was equal to the greateft Mailers3 and 
was an excellent Mufician, and fung to Admiration. 
Befides all, he had a Memory beyond Belief, and 
Could exa&ly retain all Places, Bufinefles, and Sol¬ 
diers, calling them all by their Names, tho‘ he had 
been long abfent from them 3 and moreover was of 
fuch a Capacity, that he eou’d end ire, write and 
confer of Bufinefs all at one Inftant. Finally, he is 
faid to be as much Mailer of all Arts and Sciences, 
as almoft any Man cou’d be of one 3 being likewife 
very expert and politick in Wars and Military Difci- 
pline, and was very ftrong, able and skilful in Arms, 
both on Foot and Horfe-back : And was alfo much 
addicted to all forts of Huntings 3 in which he was 
fo dextrous, that with his own Hands he frequently 
kill’d Lions, Bears, Wild-Boars, and other fierce 
Bealls. And though he ever lov’d, and continually 
endeavour’d the Peace of the Roman Empire, yet in 

all his Reign he had a more than ordinary Care 
of Martial Difcipline 3 fevercly puniflhing the Vices 
and Licentioufneis of Soldiers, correcting and re¬ 
forming paft Errors, and prescribing new Rules for 
the future, 

Shortly after his Entrance into the City, he took 
an Oath, That he wou’d never punilh a Senator, o- 
therwife than by the very Sentence of the Senate; 

jnd at his Birth-Day he exhibited many Shows ana 

Gatnec 
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Games to the People, ordering many wild Beafts to 
be baited and encounter’d, particularly an hundred 
Lions, and as many Lionefles3 giving befides great 
Gifts in diftinft Portions, both to Men and Wo¬ 
men in the Cirques and Theatres. He proceeded to 
eafe the particular Towns and Magistrates of the 
Charge of the publick Poft and Carriages , by ordering 
them to be maintain’d out of the Exchequer. In 
fine, to omit nothing that was kind and generous, 
he forgave an infinite number of Debts due to the 
Exchequer from private Perfons in the City and the 
Country, remitting likewife the Arrears of large Sums 
due from the Provinces, and burning the Bonds and 
Regifters of them in the publick Forum. He would 
not take the forfeited Eftates of condemned Perfons 
into his private Coffers, but order’d them all to be 
return’d in to the publick Treafury. He much re¬ 
commended himfelf by feVeral Afts of Generofity 
and Moderation 3 and particularly increas’d the Al¬ 
lowance Which by Trajan had been given to the 
Maintenance of great Numbers of poor Children 3 
relieving likewife many decay’d Noble-Men and 
Senators, whofe Misfortunes proceeded from no 
Fault of theirs. His Moderation and Clemency ap¬ 
pear’d by his pardoning the injuries that were done 
him before he was Emperor 3 and having once met 
a Perfon who had offended him, he faid, Tou have 

efcaped, Jince I am made Emperor. He was Very ready 
in beftowing Favours upon all Men, abated the Tri¬ 
butes andSubfidies through the Empire, adminiftred 
Juftice with Exa&nefs, and afted all Things by the 
Counfel and Advice of the Senate, and of wife Men 
whom he kept about him, and carry’d with him in 
all his Travels; for he nor onlydefired to be in¬ 
form’d, but likewife to be advis’d and reprov’d, if 
Occafion required it: And he often declar’d in o- 
pen Court and Senate, That he -mould govern the Re - 
tub lick, fo as to procure the Peoples Good , not his own . 

.." ' ' - u He 
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He had fo great a Veneration for the Senate, and 
was fo nice in conferring the Honour of that Houfe, 
that when he created Tatian, his Captain of the 
Guards, and a ConfuJar Perfon, he told him, That 

he had nothing in bis Power equal to this lajl Ho¬ 
nour , And further, he proceeded even to execrate 
thole Emperors who had a lefs Efteem for Senators 
than they ought. Upon folemn Days he common¬ 
ly waited upon the Confuls to their own Houfes, and 
familiarly convers’d with Men of Reputation, vifi- 
ting them in their Sicknefc twice or thrice in a Day, 

and treating them with all the Kindnefs and Famili¬ 
arity of Companions. He vifited fome Tick Perfons 
who were no more enfranchis’d Servants, comfort¬ 
ing them in their Infirmities, and afiifting them 
with his Counfels. He was extreamly Affable and 
Courteous in his Difcourfes he had with worthy 
Perfor.s of low Degree 3 and he defpis’d l'uch as 
would envy him a Pleafure fo fenfible to him, up¬ 
on the Pretence of maintaining the Port and Gra¬ 
vity of an Emperor. 

Yet notwithftanding all thefe noble Virtues and 
Qualifications, this Emperor was not free from many 
great Vices and Imperfections 3 and he is obferv’d’to 
have had a ftrange andunufual Mixture of both, foas 
to feem to reconcile moft Vices with their contrary 
Vittues. For in the midft of his Excellencies, he 
was noted to be proud and vain-glorious, envious 
and detracting, cruel and revengeful 3 which laft 
appear’d from his putting fome eminent Perfons to 
Death at his Arrival to the Empire. He was inquifi- 
tive and prying into the Secrets even of the mean- 
til Families 3 and was fo ready to hearken r> Whif- 
perers and Sycophants, that the Eftates and Lives 
ot his greateft Friends became often endanger’d. 
However he had an uncommon Faculty of com¬ 
manding and governing his AffeCtions, and by a 
mighty Artifice cover’d his infolent, envious, fullen, 

and 
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and wanton Difpofition: But he fliewed himfelf 

more publick in his Severities ro the Chriftians, coun- ^ p erf tea. 

tenancing or permitting their Perfecution in feve- 
ral Parts of the Empire. This began in the iecond 
Year of his Reign, and by Reafon of the Sharpnefs jy 
of it, and Its long Continuance, many have ac- j t g‘ 
counted it the Fourth General Perfecution : But it is 


not generally reckon’d fo by the Fathers of the 
Church, finceno new Edicts were iffu’d outagainft 
the Chriftians, but only Trajan's Laws ftill in Force 
were again put in Execution; fo that it may be 
call’d a Revival, or perhaps a Continuance of the 
Third Perfecution, which was not intirely ceas’d in 
Trajan s Reign. 

In the fame Year that this Perfecution was begun 
or reviv’d, feveral of the Northern Nations, as the 

Alanes , Scythians iil Europe , the Sarmatians and Daci¬ 
ans, began to make Devaftations in the Roman Em¬ 
pire. Againft thefe barbarous People Adrian himfelf 

parted from Rowe, with a very powerful Army; but 

upon his near approach to their Countries, the Name 
of Adrian , the Lieutenant of Trajan , brought them 
to a Submiflion; which being readily accepted by 
the Emperor, ended all prefent Contefts. The bet¬ 
ter to have eas’d the Roman State, he determined to 
have quitted the Province of Dacia for the future, 
but was deterr’d from that Delign by his Friends, 
who made it appear, that Rowe would then be much 
expos’d to the Infults of the Northern Nations 3 fo 
that he only broke down the famous Bridge that 
Trajan had built over the Danube , the better to pre¬ 
vent their Incurfions. In this Journey, a Confpira- 
cy was difeover’d again!! his Perfon, which occafi- 
on’d the Execution of four Confular Perfons; but 
this Execution was difown’d by the Emperor, as 
done without his Confent and Approbation. There¬ 
fore leaving Marcius Turbo Governor of Pannonia 

and Dasia, he return’d fpeedily to Rome, to purge 
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himfelf from the Infamy ami Envy of this Faff, 
making a large Congiary or Diftribution of Money 
among the People, conferring great Favours and 
Privileges upon many, and exhibiting magnificent 
Games and Spe&acles to the City ; not forgetting a 
careful Execution of Juftice in his Government. 
Staying at Rome for a fhorter Time than before, he 
rcfolv’d to vifit the whole Empire in Perfon, to fee 
that all Things were regulated and eftablilh’d to the 
Honour and Safety of the Publick; and taking with 
himafplendid Court, and a confiderable Force, he 
firii entered the Province of Gaul, where he made a 
Luftration of all the Inhabitants, viewed the chief 
Cities and Fortifications, and gave many Marks of 
his Favour, as he did in all other Places of the 
Empire. In his Travels he ufually faid, That an 

Emperor ought to imitate the Sun, who carries his Light 
through ail the Corners and Regions of the Earth ; and he 
moftcommonly travel I’d on Foot, aVid always with 
his Head bare, making no Diftinclion between the 
frozen Mountains of the Alps, and the fcorching 
Sands of zyLgjpt. From Gattl he went into Germany, 
carefully furveying the Legions and Armies there ; 
and tho’ he endeavour’d to preferve Peace rather 
than promote Wars, yet he ftribtly kept his Soldiers 
to true Difcipline and Hardfhips, and carefully ba- 
nifh’d all Luxury and Delicacies from the Camp. 
He put down the Ufe of Arbours, fhady Walks, 
and Grotto’s among the Soldiers, cut off many fu- 
perfluous Expences of his Officersj and to excite 
them by his own Example, he exercis’d himfelf in 
all Hardfhips, and often walk’d twenty Miles toge¬ 
ther at the Head of his Troops. He alfo conform’d 
himfelfto the Lives and Habits of the ordinary Sol¬ 
diers, eating their Ammunition Bread, Bacon, and 
Chcefe, after the Examples of the Younger Scfio 

arid Met ell us 3 but where his Commands were harder 

than ordinary, he was ieady to give them Money 

and 
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and Preferments for .their Incouragemenr. He mark’d 
out Camps himfelf, made many wife Rules for lift¬ 
ing Soldiers, and perfonally examin’d into the State 
of the Magazines for Ammunition and Provifions, 
with many other Things for the lafting Eftabiifh- 
ment of Order and Authority. 

After fome flay in Germany, he enter’d Belgium, 
and from then pafs’d over into Britain , where he 
reform’d many Abufes, and reconcil’d the Inhabi¬ 
tants and Romans which dwelt there, as well the 
Garrifons, as the Natives and Colonies. And for the 
better Eftablifhment of future Peace and Security he 
caus’d a mighty Wall to be made of Wood and A famous 
Earth, extending from the River Eden in Cumberland , Ua'i in 
to the Tine in Northumberland, eight Miles in length j Britain, 
and all to prevent the Incurfionof the wilder ’Bri¬ 
tain: , and dangerous Neighbours, that daily difturb’d 
the Peace of the Romans. This ftupendious Work 

was begun in the Third Year of his Reign : And 
having taken all necelfary care in this liland, the 
Emperor return’d into Gaul, where he ereCted fome 
famous Buildings, fome to the Honour of Flotina, 
and conferr’d many Favours and Honours in that 
Country. Having thusvilited all Gaul the Bor¬ 
ders, he directed his Journey for Spain, and at his 
Arrival he was received with great Joy and Satisfa¬ 
ction, being a Native of that Country. After, he 
had view’d and vifited many Places, he took up 

his Winter-Quarters in the City of Taragon, where 

he call’d a Meeting or Parliament of all the Provin¬ 
ces in Spain, and ordained many Things for the 
Good and Benefit of that Country. At this Place, 
walking in a Garden, a Servant of the Houfe rail 
furioully at him with a drawn Sword to kill him \ 
but the Emperor clofing with the Man, took him 
Prifoner, deliver’d him to his Guards, and inftead 
of puniftbnghim, fent him a Phyfician to bleed him, 

2S a Perfon quite diffracted; which was a remarka- 
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ble Inftanceof the Command of his Temper. Af¬ 
ter the Extremity of the Winter was paft, he reviv’d 
his Journey, and traveli’d through all Spain, vifiting 
the feveral Cities, and bellowing many Favours up¬ 
on them ; efpecially his own Country Italica and Se¬ 
ville, to which he granted many great Exemptions, 
and feveral peculiar Privileges, but went not thither 
himfelf. Thus having traveli’d over all Spain, and 
the Eaftern parts of the Empire, he returned towards 
Rome, deligning after fome convenient Stay there, to 

furvey the reft of the Roman Empire, which was 

much the largeft part- and at this Time he appoint¬ 
ed the exa£t Limits and Bounds of the Empire, from 
the barbarous Nations on the North. Where there 
wanted Rivers and other natural Marks and Divifi- 
ons, he made ufeof large Stones, Pillars, Trees, and 
other Things; and to the High Germans, who at 
that Time were free, he appointed a King, which 
gain’d him a great Refpeft among thofe People who 
were ready to revolt. 

Adrian being now a third Time at Rome in great 
Peace and Profperity, he employ’d himfelf in the 
Affairs of the City, and the frequent Converfation 
of ingenious and learned Men. Of thefe he was a 
great Encourager and munificent Patron; and had 
with him Philofophers, Aftronomers, Poets, Rheto¬ 
ricians, Grammarians, Mulicians, Geometricians, 
Architects, and excellent Painters and Statuaries j 
moll of whom he furpafs’d in their own Skill, and 
he frequently declar’d, 7 hat be never negleffed or omit¬ 
ted any kind of Learning or Knowledge that might be ufe- 
fnl :n Peace or (Par, either for an Emperor or a private 

Perfn . But as extraordinary Parts and Curiolity arc 
too often accompanied with an envious and cenfori- 
ous Temper, fo this Emperor bore a fecret Hatred to 
feveral worthy Perfons whofe Learning and Ingenui¬ 
ty had gam’d them a more than ordinary Reputati¬ 
on. And tho’ he openly carefs’d and entertain’d 

learned 
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learned Men with great Satisfa&ion, yet he had a 
great Jealoulie of fuch as any Ways excell’d him 3 
and he rook fuch an exceeding Delight in puzling 
and conquering others in Difputes and Arguments, 
that many yielded their Caufes when the Advantage 

was apparently on their Side. As Favcrinus did, an 
ingenious Man, who owning himfelf worked by the 
Emperor, when he could with eafe have repell’d the 
Force of his Arguments, and being blam’d by his 
Friends for fuch a Concellion, made anfvver, Ought 
not I to give Place to a Man who has Thirty Legions at his 
Command? But this envious and ambitious Temper of 
Adrian's fometimes proceeded to open Violence and 
Punifhment of great Artifts, and particularly to the 
executing of Apollodorus the Architect, for freely 
fhewing him the Errors of his ow'n new Buildings. 

Similis the Captain of his Guards being envy’d for 
fome extraordinary Skill, got leave to retire, and liv¬ 
ing quietly feven Years after in the Country, order’d 
this Infcription on his Tomb, Here lies Similis, whofe 
Life confuted of fxty feven Tears, yet liv'd hut feven. 

He was fo fond of Glory in thefe Matters, that Spar- 
tian tells us, that he wrote his own Life and Attions, 
and afterwards gave it to his Servants who w r ere 
Scholars, to pub!:in it under their own Names. In 
this Reign flourish J "he chief of the Jurifconfults or 
Lawyers, and particularly Julian , who compos’d the 
perpetual Edift by the Emperor’s Command, to ferve 
as a Rule for all the fucceeding Puetors in Rome ; be¬ 
ing call’d Editlum Terpetuum , bccaufe it was to conti- Edidum 
nue in force for ever. Befides him, among other Per P«u- 
Learned Men and Writers, flourifh’d Ptolemy of Alex- um ' 
antlria, the famous Aftronomerj Phlegor ., Adrians 
Freed-man, eminent for his exadl ejaculation of the 
Olympiads 3 Arrian , who wrote the Expedition cf 
Alexander the Great 3 and Anlus Gellius , the Learned 

Author of the Noftes Attic a y 
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The Emperor continuing in Rome for a confidera* 
ble fpace, towards the feventh Year of his Reign he 
receiv’d Intelligence that ihcParthians began to make 
Waragainft the Empire; which paus’d him toha- 
ften his Journey into the Eaft 3 and making all ne- 
ceffary Preparations, he retolved to profecute the 
War in Perfon 3 which fo alarm’d the Enemy, that 
they immediately fu’d for a Peace, and obtained it. 
This gave Adrian an Opportunity of ppffuing his 
Travels without M deflation 3 and beginning his 
Journey he fhortly arrived in the Lefler A fa, from 
whence he turned back into Greece to the renowned 
City of Athens. Here he made a confiderable flay, 
took upon him the Place and Honour of Arcbon , ce¬ 
lebrated their folemn Sports, and gave many parti¬ 
cular Laws and Privileges to that City : but eipeci- 
ally was entered into their Eleufaian Myfteries,which 
were accounted the moft facred and venerable of the 
whole Gentile World, and by way of Eminence, 
were particularly ftyled the Myfteries. The Empe¬ 
ror’s bufie and fuperftitious Zeal in this Place, w r as a 
fufficient Warrant for many to purfue and opprefs 
the Cbriftians more feverely than formerly j which 
caus’d the Perfecution to grow fo fierce and hot, that 
they were forc’d to remOnftrate and declare their 
Cafe to the Emperor himfelf. And particularly St. 

fate dr at us, Bifhop of Athens , and Ariftides a Cbriftian 

Philofopher in the fame City, prefented Apologies 

to Adrian,defending the Chriflian Religion from the Ex¬ 
ceptions and Calumnies of its Enemies, and vindicating it 
from tbofe Pretences upon which ill Men fought its Ruin 
and Deftruclicn 3 ar.d above all , they particularly urg'd cur 
Saviour’s Miracles, his curing Difeafes, and rdiftng the 
Dead, of which feme Ir.ftances were ftiU alive. Thefe 
Apologies, and Letters from Serenus Granianus, Pro-' 

conful of Afia, which reprefented the unjuft Pro¬ 
ceedings againft the Cbriftians , took off the Keen- 
ntfs of the Emperor’s fury, and caus’d him to write 
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to the Governors of Prqvinces, That the Chriftians A. J), 

(liould not he puniflfd for the future , except they had manT 124,. 
fefily tranfgreffed the Laws of the Empire, And he was 

likewifeTo far wrought into a good Opinion of 

Chrifiianity, that Lampridius tells us, he defign’d to 
build a Temple to Chrijh , and to receive him into the 
Number of their Gods; and that he commanded 
Temples to be built in all Cities without Images, 
which were for a long fpace called Adrians, ; but 
was flopp’d in his Proceedings by fome, who con- 
fulting the Oracle, had been told, that if this fuc- 
ceeded, the Vagan Temples would be deferred, and 
all Men become Chriftians , 

After a whole Winter’s continuance in Athens , the 
Emperor return’d towards Italy , taking Sicily by his 
Way, where he vifited tAItna the famous Burning 
Mountain, and the principal Places of that Ifland; 
j and after that return’d a fourth Time to Rome, But 
after a fhort flay, he prepared Ships and Gallies, and 
crofs’d the Mediterranean into ^/iyV£, where he was rQ- 
ceived with incredible Joy and Satisfaction, not onjy 
for the Efteem the Inhabitants had for him, hut alio 
I becaufe his Arrival was attended with plentiful Show* 
ers of Rain, which the Country had wanted for five 
Years together. Here the fmperor fpent much Time 
in regulating and reforming the Government, in 
| ending and deciding Controverfies, and in ordering 
; many magnificent Buildings to beeredted; among 
which was his Re-edifying a great part of the fa¬ 
mous City of Carthage , which he commanded to be 
call’d Jdrianople , according to his own Name. Stay¬ 
ing a confiderable Time in Africk , he return’d prof- 
peroufiy to Rome a fifth Time, where he carefully 
provided for all the other Matters of the Empire; yet 
he made no long flay; but when ail expedited and 
hop’ll for his continuance in the City, he fuddenly 
got.ready for his Journey into the Eaft, He travell’d 
% fecond Time into Greece , and viewing all parts, he 

caus’d 
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caus’d thofe Buildings and Temples to be finifh’d, 
which he order’d before to be begun, and enjoyn’d 
others to be built: And thus continuing his Journey, 
he pafs’d over into the Lefler Aft a, and afted there 
with the fame Care, Prudence, and Exaftnefs as he 
did in all other Parts, Having gone through the 
Lefler Afia, into Syria, he by Letters and Meflengeis 
invited all the Kings, Tetrarchs, and Potentates in 
thofe Parts, not only Subjefts and Allies, but alfo 
Neighbours and Strangers, to confult and converfe 
with him in that Country. Among this numerous 

and fplendid Concourfe, the King of Part hi a was 

one, to whom he freely fent his Daughter, who had 
been taken Prifoner by Trajan in the former Wars; 
for which generous Aft many came to his Court to 
vifit, honour, and acknowledge him ; all whom he 
received withfuch uncommon Courtefie and Civili¬ 


ty, as rais’d the Envy and Concern of all others 
who neglefted this Opportunity. At the Finifhing 
of thefe magnificent Feafts and Entertainments, af¬ 
ter a Survey of Syria, the Emperor enter’d Paleftim 
and Judxa, vifiting all the principal Cities ; after 
which he fet forwards, and did the like in the fub- 
du’d Part of Arabia. From whence he pafs’d into 
t /£gyft ; where he made a long Stay than in other 
Parts, viewing the Strength and famous Antiquities 
of that Country, and in Memory of the Great Pom- 
fey, caus’d a moft magnificent Monument to be e- 
refted over him, his Tomb being now much ruin’d 

and decay’d. He alfo caus’d a City to be founded 
in the Name and Memorial of a beautiful Youth, 


whom he lov’d exceedingly, who dy’d in this Coun¬ 
try. And at the fame Time he commanded the Holy 
Jerofalcm City Jerufalem to be rebuilt with great Charge ; 

n w hich was perform’d with admirable Expedition 
’ principally by the Afliftance of the Jews, who be- 
gan much to raife their fhort-liv’d Hopes and Expe¬ 
ctations. In this the Emperor built a Temple to Ju- 
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fitter Capitolinas, which cxtreamly offended the Jews, 
and rais’d greater Mifchiefs than ever j and he like- 
wile chang’d its former Name, and call’d it Mr in 
Capitolina, which was done in the 14th Year of his 
Reign, 59 Years after its Deftrudlion by Titus. 

Thefe and many other Matters being tranfa&ed 
by Adrian, during his Abode in Afia and zAigypt, he 
return’d into Europe ; and arriving in Greece, he re¬ 
main’d a confiderable fpace with his whole Court in 
the City of Athens. Being there, in the i6th Year 
of his Reign, the Jews again rais’d a dangerous Re¬ 
bellion, dcilroying what Romans they could in Judata, 
Galilee, and orher Parts, with an infinite number of 
Chilians. They were firft incens’d by the Privileges 
of the Vagan Worfhipers in their new City, and af¬ 
terwards confirm’d by one who pretended he came 

I down as a Light from Heaven to deliver them from 
Slavery and Bondage, declaring, He was the Star 
fore-told by Baa lam, whence being call’d Bar cocab, he 
was worfttipp’d and receiv’d as the Mtjfiah ■ which 
brought the Jews in all Nations into this Sedition. 
Dk tells us, That the whole World was in a manner 
lhaken by this Commotion of the Jews, But Adrian 
fpeedily fent his belt Commanders againft this obfti- 
nate and perfidious Nation, the chief of whom be¬ 
ing Julius Sc'verm, Governor of Britain. And tho’ 

he gain’d the Victory at laft, he would not have cho- 

fen fo many Triumphs at the purchafe of fo much 
Blood. But the 'extraordinary Strength now in the 
[Jews, was given them for their Deftru&ionj and the 
mote dangerous this Rebellion had been, the more 
feverewasthe Emperor’spunilhment, and thegreater 
his Care in preventing-the like Mifchiefs for the fu¬ 
ture. The War was concluded in two Years time 

* 

with the Demolifhment of Fifty of their ftrongeft 
Cities, theDeftru&ion of 985 of their beft Towns, 
the Death of 580000 Men in Battels and Skirmifties, 
glides ^finite Numbers confum’d by Famines and 

Difeafes, 
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Difeafes, and their whole Land laid wafle, which 
abpoft prov’d the Extirpation of the JevA(h Nation. 
the UP Adrian after this ftrangeDefolation, baniffi’d all Jews 
ferfontf out aQ d by publick Decree prohibited any 

the. Jews, of them to come in view of that Country, or ib 
A. D. much as look towards their Soil or City. Dio tells 
13.^ us, that this Defolation was foretold by the falling 

afunder of Solomon's Sepulchre 3 and by Wolves and 
Hytena’s, who howl’d about the Streets, and devour’d 
People in the Fields. This happen’d four Years after 
the re-edifying of Jerusalem, andfixty three after the 
Deftru&ion of that City by Titus, and the firft Dif- 

perfion of the Jews. This Jew ip InfurrecHon was 

immediately follow’d by a dangerous Irruption of 
the Alani and Mefagetes , barbarous Nations of Scj- 
tbia Afiatica , who enter’d Media with great Fury, 
and came into Armenia , palling in their Ravages and 
Devastations as far as Cappadocia, where Flavius At- 
riamts was Commander for the Emperor. But Adri¬ 
an, • who ever chofe Peace before an unprofitable 
War, us’d fuch Means, and fent fuch Prefen ts to 
their King, that they all returned peaceably into 
their own Country. 

Adrian having eftablifh’d all Matters with great 
Wifdom and Advantage in the feveral Pans of the 
Empire, after he had bellow’d many Gifts and Fa¬ 
vours upon the Cities of Greece, he refolved to con¬ 
clude his whole Journey, and to return to Rome for 
the reft of his Days, having fpent thirteen Years in 
Purveying die Empire, belides the feveral Times of 
his Continuance in Rome. This was his lixth and 
laft Time of his return to the City, where his En¬ 
trance was exceeding grateful,v and acceptable to all 
People j and tho’ he began to be old and unwieldy, 
he was polefs diligent in thepublick Adminiftration, 
than whep he had his greeted Strength. He fettled 
all Affairs with extraordinary Older and Regularity 
he eftablilh’d the Palatine and publick Offices, and 




i 
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reduc’d them and the Militia into fo good a Form, 
that they continu’d the fame for many Ages. He 
commanded the Senators and Equates never to ap¬ 
pear in publick, but with their Gowns and proper 
Habits, except when they return’d fromSupper^ and 
he himfelf was always careful of his Habit, while 
he was in Rome or Italy. He allow’d to the Children 
of profcrib’d Perfons the twelfth part of their Pa¬ 
rents Goods} and fequefter’d the Eftates of Idiots j 
but if they had Children, he gave all to them. He 
forbad Mailers to kill their Slaves, as had been be¬ 
fore allow’d, but order’d them to be try’d by the 
Laws in all Capital Crimes- and took away the pri¬ 
vate Ferfons for Servants, which were formerly in 
the Management of their Mafters. If a Mailer was 
found kill’d in his Houfe, he would not allow all his 
Slaves to be put to the Torture as formerly j but on¬ 
ly luch of them as might have perceiv’d and pre¬ 
vented it. He ordain’d that all fuch Perfons as wil¬ 
fully confum’d their Eftates, Ihould be firll expos’d 
to publick Shame in the Amphitheatre, and then 
turn’d out of the City. Thefe and many other 
Laws and Ordinances he made j but finding himfelf 
ancient and indifpos’d, and without Heirs, he took 
Care for a Succdfor, and therefore determin’d to 
adopt fomeconliderable Man that Ihould be worthy 
of fuch a Dignity. After many Conliderations and 
Confultations about fo weighty a Matter, he at laft 
made choice of Lucius Ccmmotlus , tho’contrary to the 
Advices of his Council, a Thing not ufual till then $ 
and calling the chief of the Senate to his Bed-lide, he 

told them, 7 hat Jince Nature had deny d him a Son , they 
by the Lavs had [apply d that Defect, and granted him 
one. Birth and adoption were equal as to the Publick 
Good-, only Birth was often the effect of Fate and Chance , 
and adoption the Effect of Choice and IVifdom. Nature 
had often given Fools to the Damage of a Nation j but 
Choice generally produc'd wife Men to the Prefervatm of 
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its Happinefs. He likewife infifted upon the Vertues 
and Merits of the Perfon, and having adopted him 
L. Com- and entitl’d him Cafar, hechang’d his Name to <±AJi. 

modus a- ins Vctus-j ordering likewife the Celebration of the 

A^ria hj Circwfa” Games, and a Donative to the Soldiers 
rwa ’ and People. On the fame Day he'commanded Se¬ 
verianin, a great and popular Man, to be (lain, to¬ 
gether with his own Nephew Fufcus , for certain 
iufpicions of Treafon and Ufurpation 3 and like¬ 
wife he commanded fome others to be put to Death 
upon Pretences not w'holly juftifiable, his Infirmi¬ 
ties difclofing his innate Cruelty, which before this 
Time had lhewn it felf too openly in fome In. 
fiances. 

In a fhort Time the Bodily Infirmities of the new 
adopted Catfar appear’d fo manifeftly, that Adrian 
began to repent of hischufingfo feeble a Succeflor; 

and he often faid, That be had lean d againfi a rotten 

L Com- but his Death foon after reliev’d the Empe- 

modus * tor's Fears. Upon which he immediately adopted 
dies. Marcus Antoninus an eminent Man, afterwards fur- 

nam’d Fins 3 at the fame Time obliging him to adopt 
two Others 3 namely, Marcus Aurelius and Lucius Le¬ 
ms, two promiling Youths, who afterwards became 
Emperors. All which beingeftablilh’d with the Ap¬ 
probation of the Senate and chief of Rowe, and the 
Emperor’s Diftemper encreafing, he caus’d himfelf 
to be carry’d to the City of Ba:a 3 where his Pains 
became very tormenting, and fometimes threw him 
into Convullions3 fo that he often endeavour’d to 

deftroy himfelf, crying out, Her.:,- miftrable it is to 
(eek Death and not to find him\ He made ufe of 
Gifts and Promifes, and fometimes Threatnings to 

provoke his Attendants to killhim 3 but fomealledg’d 
Pity, fome Piety, and others Fear, till at laft by 
the Advice of his Phyficians, he abftain’d from 
all kind of Suftenance, which brought him to an 

eafie Death, often ufing the common Saying, 

A Mul~ 
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A multitude of ?hyficians kills the King , and at thjtfame The Death 

Timefported withfome remarkable Verfes, enquiring 9 f Adri ao. 

of his Soul, Whither it defignd to go ! This was the 

Death of wLlias Adrian , the Fifteenth Emperor of 

gome, in the Sixty fecond Year of his Age, after a 

profperous Reign of Twenty one Years and Eleven 
Months; a Prince of rare Virtues and Deferts, tho’ 
ftain’d with an unhappy Mixture of many Vices and 
Imperfections3 but in his Government and Admi- 
niftration he was admirable, and the Empire re¬ 
ceiv’d vafl Advantages from his exaCt Models, and 
his regular Eftabliffiments, which produc’d a Peace 
and Security more lading than cou’d have been ex¬ 
pected from fuch a degenerate Republick. His 
Death happen’d in the 891 fi. Year ofthe City, 165 
after the Settlement of the Empire by Augufius , 138 
alter our Saviour s Nativity, and 67 after the De- 
(IruCtion of Jeeufalem. 

II. The Death of Adrian was highly lamented in a. D. 
the Empire, but not fo univerfaily in the City, by jjg.* 
reafon of his feveral fevere Executions in his laft 
Sicknefs 3 but as the Wifdom of his Government 
was admir’d by all, fo was the Wifdom of his chu- 

iing Marcus Antonius no lefs applauded. His Death 
was no fooner publifh’d in the City, but Antonius , his 
new adopted SuccelTor, was immediately , without Anton'- 
any Contradiction, admitted and obey’d for Empe-nus Pius 
roro, according to the Appointment of the Senate, We Em. 
before the Death of Adrian. Marcus Antonius was a t crir - 
Foreigner, and born in the City of Nifmes in Gaul , 
though others fay in Latium 3 his Grandfather being 
.-.urdius Fulvius , and his Father of the fame Name, 
noth Noblemen of an ancient Family, who had been 
Conluls, and held other Offices and Dignities. At 
his arrival at the Empire he was above Fifty Years 
of Age, and had pafs’d through feveral Honourable 
Offices, as the Quceftorffiip, the Pmorflup, and Con- 

fulftip. 
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fulfil^*# all which, with fome other Offices and Ma« 
gift fifties, he worthily difcharg’d. He afterwards 
Ihew’d himfelf to be one of the moll excellent Prin* 
ces in the World for Virtue and Bounty • and go¬ 
vern'd the Empire With the greateft Authority, Ju- 
ftice, Moderation, and Clemency. He had a grace¬ 
ful Afpeft, and happy Conftitution of Body 3 was 
very mild and temperate, a great Lover of Hunting 
and Husbandry3 well Learn’d, and Angularly Elo¬ 
quent 3 and was fo entirely free from all kinds of Vi¬ 
ces, that in that he much exceeded Trajan , and the 1 
beft of his Predeceflors. For which Reafon, the 
wife Men in his Time compar’d him to Numa Pom- 
plius, the fecond King of Rome 3 and upon feveral 
Accounts he had the Sirname of Pius given him by 
the Senate j and at the fame time he was ftil’d Fa¬ 
ther cf Virtues. Authors have been too fuCcinct in 
this Reign, and lince it was in great Meafure free 
from Foreign and Domeftick Difturbances, they 
have principally treated of the perfonal Qualifica¬ 
tions of the Emperor : For which Reafon, in this 
and feveral other Reigns, I am obliged lomerimesto 
recede a little from the ftridt Rules of Hillory, and 
comply with the Sterility and Courfenefs of my 
Materials. 

Antoninus, according to his Merciful Temper, made 
it his firft Care to free thofe Perfons whom Adrian 

had condemn’d in his laft Sicknefs, and not execu- 

* 

ted 3 declaring, That Adrian, if he had recovered 
would have done the fame. Then taking his Remains 
to Rome, with great Pomp and Solemnity he bury’d 
them in the Gardens of Domitia 3 and notwithftand- 
ing he was appos’d by molt Men, he deify’d Adrian 
according to the Reman Cuftom. Thefe generous Be¬ 
ginnings, with tome others, gain’d him the fore- 
mention’d Title of Pius from the Senate 3 who like- 
wife gave the Name of Augujla to his Wife Fauftina, 
and decreed Statues in Honour of feveral of his An¬ 
te ft ors 
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Ceftors and dead Relations, and alfo the Celebration 
of the Circenfian Games on his Birth-Day. In the 
beginning of his Reign he foon difplay’d his Good- 
neis and Bounty ; and made it his Bufinefs to feet 
for Men able to govern the Commonwealth, always 

conferring great Honours upon good and deferving 
Men. He impartially confider’d the Wifdom of his 

Predeceflor, and therefore he made very few Remo¬ 
vals in thofe Offices and Charges that had been efta- 
bliffi’d by him} and ever accounted it moft advan¬ 
tageous to the Publick, for good and upright Go- 
vernours to continue long in their Charges and Pro¬ 
vinces. Therefore he would not hearken to the In¬ 


flations which weremadeagainftthem, declaring, 

7 hat he would not begin his Reign with Changes and odi¬ 
ous Actions ; giving many Rewards to fuch as meri¬ 
ted his Favour. He moderated many Imports, and 
Tributes, and commanded that all fhould be collect¬ 
ed without any Severity or Oppreffion. He exaCtly 
inform’d himfelf of the Revenues and Tributes of 


the Publick i but was never fatisfy’d with the Gain 
that proceeded from an ojpprefs’d Province • being 
very ready to hear the juft Complaints that were 
fometimes made againft his Collectors and other 

Minifters. Heimmediately fhew’d his Liberality and 
Bounty to an extraordinary Degree, andfoongave a- 
way moft of his former Eftate and Goods in Favours 
and A£ts of Charity; fo that when hisEmprefs Fau- 
Jlina repin’d at his Generofity, he reprefented her as 
Ignorant, and told her, That as foon as he was pof- 
fefs'd of the Empire, he quitted all private biterejls , and 
had nothing of hts own , but all belong d to the Publick . 

In Matters of Equity and juft Government, he 
was no lefs vigilant and induftrious than his Prede- 
ceflbr Adrian. But he was contrary to his Opinio 
on as to Travels, and refolv’d never to depart from 
Rome during his Reign, only for Hunting and ordi¬ 
nary Recreations; faying. That the Court and Compa- 

X 
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tty which travelf d with the Emperor were prejudicial and 
burdenfomc to the Provinces and Citi.es through which 
they pafs'd j and that in vijiting feme "Places he was 
too difiant from ethers j and therefore the mofi proper place 
for the Emperor to remain at was Rome j the great Me¬ 
tropolis of the Empire, feated in the Heart of it, and mofi 
convenient to receive EmbaJJies and MeJJagesfrom all Parts 

of the World. So by ftrittly obferving this Rule, he 
had the good Fortune to fupprefs all the Wars and 
Infurre&ions in his Reign by his Governours and 
Commanders. 

Thofe few Troubles and Infurre£tions that we 
read of in this Reign were in Britain, in Dacia, and 
in Germany j and all were made towards the begin¬ 
ning of this Emperor’s Reign. The firft was in Bri¬ 
tain by the more barbarous and unciviliz’d Parr of 

that Nation, but they werefoon quell’d by the Care 
and Induftry of the Emperor’s Lieutenant Lodi us Ur- 
bicus , who after that improved Adrians Wall with 
larger Fortifications, or rather added another Wall 
to the former; for which Services he obtain’d the 
Sirname of Britannicus. Thofe in Dacia and German 


ny happen’d fhortly after, but were fuccefsfully fup- 
prefs’d by the Commandersin thofe Parts jin which 
Wars the Emperor’s Skill and Management gained 
him fuch Reputation in all Parts, that for many 
Years after he rul’d the World by his own Authority, 

withoutany confiderableWar or Bloodfhed : So that 
Aur. Victor, tells us, that all Kings, Nations and 
People flood in awe of him, and at the fame time 
fo lov’d and efteem’d him, that they accounted him 
rather their Father and Patron, than their Lord and 


Emperor j and all unanimoufly chofe him for their 
Judge and Arbitrator of Controverfies, looking up¬ 
on him as though he had come down from Heaven. 
He was fo much efteem’d among Foreigners, that 

the Inhabitants of Hjrcania, a Province of Afia, near 

the Caftian Sea, and the Baftrims , a very remote and 

dift2B* 
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diftant People more Eaftward, together with the In¬ 
dians , all fent their Ambaffadors, voluntarily offering 
him their Alliance and Obedience. And from other 
Countries which were exceedingly remote, there 
came feveral Kings to pay him Homage; and par* 

ticularly Strangorus from the Indies , King Fharafmanes , 
and others. And-in other Countries he fetled Kings 
at his Pleafure, the Inhabitants confenting, though 
they were no ways fubjedt to the Empire. King 
Abgarus out of the Eaft, came to Rome to wait up¬ 
on him, induc’d folely by the Authority of his 
Name 5 and the King of Farthia refolving to raife 
a War againft Armenia , and having with a migh¬ 
ty Force enter’d that Country, one Letter from this 
Emperor caus’d him to retire and difcharge his 
Army. 

Antoninus reigning in all Profperity, in the third 
Year of his Government his Emprefs Faufiina dy’d ; 
and the Senate appointed her a Temple and Prieft- 
dies, Games to her Honour, and Statues of Gold 
and Silver. The Emperor alfo made a charitable E- 
ftablilhment for the Maintenance of certain young 
Children, whom he called by the Name of Faufima\ 
Children. Not long before which he had married 
his Daughter of the fame Name to one of his de- 
lign’d SuccelTors Marcus Aurelius , a Perfon of rare 

Accomplilhments, to whom the Emperor at the fame 
time gave the Title of Ctefar, and raifed him to the 

Honour of the Confulfhip, and to feveral other 

| )ignides. About the fame time the Chriflians be- The Clm- 

an to be much opprefs’d, and feverely treated in 9 ims d per ’ 
aany Parts of the Empire, by vertue of the parti- f40< 
ular Edidts of former Emperors, and the general 
anding Laws of the Roman Empire, which look’d 
Upon them as a wicked and abominable Generati¬ 
on. To wipe away thefe Afperfions, and to miti¬ 
gate the Severiries againft them, that eminent Cham¬ 
pion 


of the C brijtians, Juftin Martyr, publiftied his 

X 2 fir ft 
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firft Apology,preferring it to the Emperor,to his adop¬ 
ted Sons, to the Senate, and by them to the whole 
People of Rome , wherein, with great Strength of 

Reafon, He defends the Chriftians from the common Ob¬ 
jections of their Enemies , proves the Divine Authority of 
the Chriftian Faith, and fliews how unjuft and unrea- 
fonahle it was to proceed againft them without due Con- 
viciion and Form cf Law ; acquaints them with the inno¬ 
cent Rites and Vfages of the Chriftian Afemhlies 3 and 
laftly, put the Emperor in mind of the Methods of his 
Tredeceffor Adrian in this Matter ; who hath commanded 
that Chriftians fhculd not be ntedlefty and unjuftly troubled , 
hut their Caufes fhould be travers d and determin’d in open 

Judicatures ■' annexing to his Apology a Copy of the 
Refcript which Adrian had fent to Minucius Fundanus 
to that purpofe. The Emperor being of a mild 
and merciful Difpoiuion was fo far mov’d by this 
Apology, and by the Informations he had receiv’d 
from the other Parts of the Empire, as to publilh a 
Letter in the behalf of the diftrefled Chriftians , in 
which he, among other Things, remarkably inti¬ 
mates, The greaieft Conquefts the Chriftians gain’d o- 
ver their Oppcfcrs by their laying down their Lives for 
the Truth cf‘their Cafe 3 and concludes his Letter in 
ihcfe Words ; If after all , any fhall fill proceed to 
create them Trouble, meerly becauje they are Chriftians, 
let him who is indiidled be difcharg'd, though he appears 
to be a Chriftian, and let the Informer himfelf undergo [ 

the Funfhment. By which laudable Indulgence of 
the Emperor’s, the Chriftians generally remain’d 
in great Peace and Security throughout the reft of 
this Reign. 

Antoninus now became moreuniverfally belov’dby 
his Subje&s 5 and as his Goodnefs and Equity be¬ 
came daily more confpicuous, fo his Perfon be¬ 
came more dear to the Senate, which continually 
added new Honours and Titles to him, particularly 

ftiiing him, Father of his Country , a Title which he 

much 
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much refus’d j but at length accepted of it with great 
Courtefie and Humility. They likewife offer’d to 
give the Names of Antoninus and Fauftina to the 
Months September and October, in Honour of him 
and his Emprefs, but he utterly refus’d that Offer. 
He always entertain’d the Senators and Noblemen 
with all imaginable Honour and Courtefie, and ne¬ 
ver a&ed any Matter of Importance without their 
Advice and Approbation } and he often wifh’d, to 

be fuch an Emperor to the Senate, as he, if he was a de¬ 
priv’d Perfon, would defire of another Prince , always 
giving Reafons for every thing he aided, either to the 
Senate, or in hisiiditts. He generally fought to mo¬ 
derate the State and Maiefty of an Emperor, and 
fliewed himfelf very affable, eafie, and pleafant to 
all Men, permitting his Friends to fee him undrefs’d, 
and taking their Jeffs with an unaffe&ed Patience 
and Freedom. But he was very drift as to his Ser¬ 
vants Advantages, and took a fpecial Care that none 
of his Courtiers fhou’d make any Profit of his Fa¬ 
vours to another, nor take Bribes or Gratuities of fuch 
as were Suiters to him ; for which Reafon he gene¬ 
rally gave Audience and Anfwer to all Men himfelf 
in Perfon and in this Matter he knew the Quality 
and Difference between Men to an extraordinary 
Perfection, ufing fometimes the Advice of others 
when he found it necelfary. For the folving all Dif¬ 
ficulties, befides the Affiftance of his ordinary Coun¬ 
cil, and of his own Skill and Knowledge in the 
Laws, he had always fome eminent Lawyers near 
him, particularly Marcellm Jabolenus, and others. By 

which, and other wife Methods, the Provinces and 
Cities in his Reign flourilh’d and became richer 
than formerly 3 many of which Cities he reliev’d 
with his own Revenues towards their Encreafe and 
Buildings, whether they were for Necefiity and Con¬ 
venience, or for Beauty and Ornament. And when 
any Misfortune or Calamity befel a City, he care- 

X | fully 
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fully repair’d and re-edify’d it with Money out of the 
Exchequer; particularly when a great Fire happen’d 

in Rome, another in Narbone in Gaul, a third in An¬ 
tioch in A fa, and a fourth in Carthage , which con- 

fumed a great Part of thefe Cities. In the Time of 
a great Famine in Rome, he bountifully provided for 
the Peoples Wants, and maintained vaft Numbers 
with Bread and Wine, moftof theTime of its Con¬ 
tinuance, caufing Provifions to be brought from all 
parts, and paying for all at his own proper Char¬ 
ges. When the River Tiber had, by an Innundation 
greatly impair’d many private and publick Buildings 
in Rome, he was at a vaft Expence in affifting the 
Citizens to reftore the City to its former Luftre. 
Moreover, this was the Emperor who carried on 
thofe ftupendions Works which appear to this Day, 
for improving the Havens of Tarracina and Cajeta. 
He alfo built famous Baths at Ojlia, Aquedudts at 
Antium, and Temples at LaAnium. Further, we are 
told, thatinthe^cor^ Year of the City, and in the yth 
of his Reign, this Emperor celebrated the Grand Se¬ 
cular Games, with great Pomp and Magnificence, 
Ludi s*- expofing infinite variety of all kinds of ftrange Beafts, 

7 and other Animals. There were celebrated fixty 
' 14 ' three after the laft under Dcmitian , and a hundred 
after thofe under Claudius, whofe Example and Me¬ 
thod Antoninus followed. 


Among the other Vertues of this Emperor, which 
made his Reign happy and delightful, his Mercy and 
Clemency feem’d moftfignal 5 by which he mitiga¬ 
ted theRigourof feveral Laws, punifhing Offenders 
with Pity and Commiferation, and often pardoning 
them, when he perceived any Profpeft oftheir Repen¬ 
tance and Amendment. Hismild and peaceful Temper 
was fo remarkable, that to fuch who frequently 
difeourfed with him of the Valour of Julius Cafar , 
and other Hero’s, his common Anfwer was with 

that of Sdpic, That be more dejir'd the Trefervaticn of 

the 
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the Life of one Friend or Subject , than the Death of a 
thoufand Enemies. In his A6ts of Clemency he had a 
great Refpeft to the general and intire Love of all his 
Subjefls; infomuch that when the Senate earneftly 
perfwaded him to punifh fome with Death who had 
confpir’d againft him, he made anfwer, That it -was 

not necejfary too firiBly to fearch out all Accomplices ; for 
if they were found to be numerous , he well under food how 
much Hatred he Jhould contract by fuch an Action. Yet 

notwithftanding his great Mildnefs and Lenity, he 
was always ftriot and levere towards idle, lazy, and 
una£tive Perfons, and turn’d all fuch out of their 
Places who were ufelefs and unferviceable to the 
Publickj faying, Nothing was more unjufi and fcanda- 
lous, than to fuffer the Commonwealth to be devoured by 
fuch People., who will contribute nothing by their labours 

towards the enriching of it. He was always very indu- 
ftrioushimfelf, executing all Affairs with incredible 
Diligence,and that without any Appearance of Vain¬ 
glory or Oftentation. He was an eminent Rewarder 
of Induftry, and more particularly of Learned Men, 
whom he much honour’d andefteem’d, giving them 
noble Prefents and Penfions, and drawing them from 
all Parts of the World } among the reft he fent for 
Apollonius , the famous Stoick Philofopher from Chal¬ 
ets, to be Mafter to his Adopted Son Marcus Aurelius. 
This Philofopher being come to Rome , the Emperor 

fent him word, That his Scholar Jbould be delivered 
to him as foon as he came ; but the other rudely an- 
fwer’d, ’ Twas the Scholar s Duty to go to his Mafier, and 
not the Mafier to the Scholar. Which arrogant An¬ 
fwer could not move the Emperor, who imilingly 
reply’d, That he wondered that Apollonius Jhould think 

it a porter Journey from Chalcis to Rome, than from his 

Lodgings to the Palace, and immediately fent Mar¬ 
cus Aurelius to him. Befides, this Philofopher, and 
fome Lawyers before mention’d, there flourilh’d feve- 
jaj Learned Men in his Reign, particularly Appian of 

£ Jlcxan- 
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'Alexard • an excellent Writer of the Roman Hiftory, 
who likewife flourifh’d in the two laft Reigns j Galen 
of Fergamus, the celebrated Phyfician, Maximus Ty- 
r 'ius,a TLtonick Philofopher; zALlian, Writer of the 
natural and various Hiftoriesj Juflin the Epitomizer 

of Trogus Tompeius, and Diogenes Laertius , who writ 

the Lives of the Philofophers. 

Antoninus in the midft of his weighty Affairs and 
Matters of Importance, forgot not Recreations and 
Paftimes, celebrating many Solemn Games and Fe- 
ftivals, according to the Cuftom of Rome ; and he 
feem’d never to have neglefted any Thing that might 
contribute to the real Happinefs, or reafonable Di- 
verfionsof hisSubjefts. And here it would not be 
ur.feafonable for the Reader to reft awhile upon the 
Confiderations of the exalted Power and Grandeur 
of the Roman Empire, with the mighty Liberty and 
Felicity of the Roman People, under the good and 
wife I eigns of Trajan, Adrian, and the two Antonines j 

to reflect upon the amazing Splendor and Magni¬ 
ficence of the Emperor’s Court, crowded with the 
greateft and worthieft Men in the World, together 
with the incredible Pomp and Luftre of the vaft Ci¬ 
ty of Rune, beaurify’d with the moft (lately Fabricks 
and nobieft Ornaments that the World ever faw j 
and thir.k upon the mighty Wealth and Affluence 
o‘ the il'.vral Provinces and Cities of the Empire, 
their prof and Peace and Security in general, and 
the whole World, as it were, juftly and happily go- 
venvd by the fame Lord, and the fame Laws. But 
fuch 2 general Profperity as this was never very fta- 
bleand durable in the Roman Empire, both by rea- 
fon of fo many ill Emperors, whofe Heads became 
dizzy with the vaftnefs of their Dominions and Au- 
thoricy, betides fome Corruptions and natural Infir¬ 
mities in the particular Form of this Monarchy, 

and likewife by reafon of the Romans exceeding Lux¬ 
ury apd Degeneracy from the drift Morals and Ver-* 
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tues of their Anceftors. However Antoninus us’d the 
utmoft of his Abilities to give a folid and Iafting 
Happinefs to the Empire, which were likewife the 
laudable Endeavours and Pra&ices of his three im¬ 
mediate Predecdl'ors and Succeffors: 'But in the 
midft of his Cares and Concerns, he was feiz’d with 
a violent Fever at Lorium , wherefinding himfelf fen- 
libly decaying, he order’d his Friends, the Captains 
of his Guards, and his principal Officers to repair to 
him, and before them all he confirm’d his Adoption 

| of Marcus Aurelius , not naming Lucius Verus j and 

I i whenthe Tribunecame for Orders, the Word which 
he gave him was Equanimity, intimating, That he 
had nothing more to defire, lincehe had leftfo wor¬ 
thy a Succelfor, and immediately commanded the 
Golden Image of Fortune , which the Emperors al¬ 
ways had in their Chambers, to be remov’d from his 

Apartment to that of Marcus Aurelius, dying fhortly 
after. Thus departed Antoninus Pius , the Six- T ^ f Deat y 
teenth Emperor of Rome, in the 75th Year of his ./Antoni. 
Age, after a profperous Reign of Twenty two Years, nu$ Piu?* 
andalmoft eight Months; a Prince of admirable Vir¬ 
tues and unftain’d Reputation, who had juftly gain’d 
the moil honourable Title of Fius , a Prince who 
never willingly fhed the Blood either of Roman , or 
Foreigner; andin all his ads he is laid never to have 

done any thing rajbly in his Touth, nor negligently in his 

Age 5 an Honour as lading as the Memorials of 
Fame. His Death hapned in the 914th Year of the 
City, 185 Years after the Settlement of the Empire 
by Augujlus, 161 after our Saviour’s Nativity, and 
89 after the Deftrudtion of Jerusalem, 

III. The Death of Antoninus Pius , was generally A -> 
lamented throughout the Empire, but more efpecial- ’ ' J 
ly in the City, where with extraordinary Pomp and 
Solemnity, Divine Honours were given him, Fune¬ 
ral Orations pronounc’d by his adopted Sons Marcus 

v Aurelius ? 
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Aurelius, and Lucius Vmts y a Magnificent Pillar ere- 

fted to him, and a new College of Priefts inftituted, 

call’d Awrelians from the Name of his Family. At 
the fame Time Marcus Aurelius , the eldeft and wot' 
Antoni- thieft of the two, was without Contradiction ad- 
nusPhiio - mittcd asSucceflor and Emperor by the Senate who 
fophus upon his beginning to aft, without any Scruple, took 
*jr«r wbT h* 8 adopted Brother Lucius Veras as his AfTociate 

Zitb and Equal in the Empire y both he and his Collegue 

him. An- taking upon them the Name of Antoninus , tho’ to 
toninus avoid Confufion, we (hall call the firft Antoninus y and 
Vcnis. t h e other Verus. This was the fir ft Time that Rome 


ever law it felfgovern’d by two Sovereigns at once y 
a furprizing Sight to a City that formerly had almoft 
all the Blood of her Citizens fhed in chufing a Ma¬ 
iler. Antoninus was the Son of Annius Verus , and of 
an Ancient and Illuftrious Family, who by the Fa¬ 
ther’s Side claim’d its Original from Numa the fe- 
cond King of Rome y and Verus was the Son of Lu¬ 
cius Commodus, whom the Emperor Adrian had adop¬ 
ted, but Death prevented his Succeeding in the Em¬ 
pire: Theformerwas about forry Years of Age, and 
the latter about thirty three, when they firft arriv’d 
at the Empire. Antoninus was a Prince of eminent 
Vertues and Accomplifhments, a good and pious 
Man,' and a renown’d Stoick Philofopher, for which 
he isdiftinguifh’d from his Predeceffor, by the Name 
of Philo[<yhus : His Excellencies were fo tranfcen- 

dent, that Eutropius tells us, he w as more to be ad¬ 
mir’d than commended; and it may be faid, that 

Providence proportion’d the Wifdom of this Empe¬ 
ror to the Calamities defign’d for this Reign. But 
on the other fide, Verus had none of his good Quali¬ 
fications, but was paflionate and extravagant, dilfo- 
lute and debauch’d in his Morals; and the gieateft of 
his Vertues was, that he was free from thofe horrible 
Vices which make a lawful Prince degenerate into a 

true Tyrant. But this Difparicy of Humours did not 
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fo much appear in the Beginning of this Reign, by 
reafonof the Influence and Gravity of Antoninus^ 
who enjoy’d almoft all the Power and Authority, 
and the other only the Eafe and Luxury of the Go¬ 
vernment. 

Thefe two Emperors began their Reign with great 
Happinefs and Profperity j and towards the latter 
End of the firft Year, Antoninus had a Son born, 
whom he call’d Commodus. The Birth of this Prince, 
whofe Life feems to have been a Difhonour to Na- 

i 

i ture, was fignaliz’d by many deplorable Difafters; 

I particularly the River Tiber , by an Inundation over¬ 
whelm’d aconfiderable part of Rome , bore along with 
it a multitude of People and Cattle, ruin’d all the 
Country, and caus’d an extream Famine. This In¬ 
undation was feconded by Earthquakes, Burning of 
Cities, and a general Infe&ion of the Air, which 
immediately produced an infiniteNumber of Infefts ; 
who wafted all thatthe Floodshadfpared j all which 
Calamities the two Emperors remedy’d in a great 
Meafure by their diligent Diftribution of fuch Suc¬ 
cours as were needful. At the fame time the whole 
World refounded with the Noife of Wars, which al¬ 
moft at once broke out in many Parts. The Partbi - 
m, under the Conduct of their King Tologefus , fur- 

priz’d the Roman Legions in Armenia , and cut them 

in Pieces j then entring Syria , they drove out Attili- 
vs Cornelianus, the Governour of that Country. The 

Catti at the fame time invaded Germany and Rhastia y 

deftroying all with Fire and Sword; and likewife 

the Britains begun to make Revolts. Calpurnius Agri- 

coia was fent againft the Britains, who joyning frefh 
Supplies with the ordinary Legions in the Ifland, 
fupprefs’d the Inhabitants, Aufidius Vifforinusfoon re¬ 
pel I’d th e Catti j but the Parthian War being of great- 
eft Danger and Importance, one of the Emperors 
was judg’d moft proper for this Enterprize, and Verus 

hiaife|fundertook the Expedition, and fet forward 

i» 
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in a few Days. Antoninus with a great Court of 

Friends and Officers, accompany’d this Prince as far 
as Gofma , leaving many wife and great Men to at¬ 
tend him in this Expedition, with Defign either of 
fecuring himfelf of his Conduct, or of laying a Re- 
ftraint upon his Vices, and by fome Remains of Mo- 
dcfty, repel or correct thofe bad Inclinations which 
he £aw in him. But this Precaution was ufelefs to 
Vents , who weary of all Reftraints, fhew’d frnall 

Refpedl to thofe worthy Perfons Antoninus had left 
him ; and upon his Departure, foon forgot the Ur¬ 
gency of his Journey, and the Defeat of the Roman 
Legions, and confider’d no longer the great Danger 
of the Revolt of Syria, but plung’d himfelf into the 
jnoft infamous Lewdnefs and Debaucheries, and to 
fuch Excefs, that he fell dangeroufly ill at C anujium 
Upon News of which, Antoninus haftened back to 
fee him, firft making Vows in a full Senate ; but he 
foon after underftood that Virus was embark’d for 
his Expedition. 

During the Abfence of Verus, Antoninus apply’d 
himfelf to the Regulation of the publick Affairs, and 
to the corre&ing fuch Faults as he found in the Laws 
and Policy; in all which he fhew’d a Angular Re- 
fpe£t to the Senate. He not only remitted many 
Caufes to the Senate, which might have been deter¬ 
mined in his own Council, but he permitted them 
to judge Soveraignly, and without Appeal; fo that 
the People liv’d under his Government as in a free 
City. He was fo careful of the Senatorian Dignity, 
that he receiv’d none into their Body, but after ftrift 
Enquiry, and with the Confent of the reft; and 
was never abfent from their Affembly, when his Bu- 
finefs would permit him to be there, tho’ he had no 
Report to make. Hq was fully fatistied that the 
Strength and Glory of a State depended upon a wife, 
and honeft Council, therefore he never undertook 

M Matter of Importance either in War or Peace, 

without 
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•without consulting the ableft Perfons in Court, City 
and Senate, befides his ordinary Council y and being 
free from that falfe Ambition of drawing others o« 
ver to his Opinion, he gladly Submitted to theirs, 
and frequently declar’d, That it was much more rent' 

fonable for him to follow the Advice and Council of fo 
many wife Men and Friends , than for Jo many wife 
Men to follow his. And that he might remove that 

fatal and common Prejudice of efteeming it a mean 
and fervil Thing for a Man to recede from his Opi¬ 
nion, he eftablifh’d this important Truth for one of 
his Maxims, That Man is no left free who fubmits to 
the Opinion of others , than he who continues obfiinate in 
his own 3 ficb a Change being often the Perfection of 

Wifdcm and Judgment. As he was ready to hear¬ 
ken to the Councils of others, fo he was no lefs care¬ 
ful and exadl in their Execution3 and he oftenfaid. 

That an Emperor Jhould never act carelejly or in hajte , and 
that the fmallejt Over fight might create a Cenfure in greater 
Matters. So that he examin’d the meaneft Affairs 
with as much Care and Exa&nefs, as the moft im¬ 
portant ; being perfwaded of this Truth, That 

Jufiice being throughout Entire , there is nothing that 
regards it but what is Great : So that he often 
employ’d ten Days and more about the fame 
Bulinefs, frequently fat in Council till Night, and 
never departed from the Senate till the Confute 
according to Cuftom, difmifs’d the Aflembly 
by pronouncing thefe Words, We detain you no 

longer. 

This good Emperor was no lefs ftridt and careful 
in his choice of Governours and Magiftrates} and was 
perfuaded. That one of the greateft Errors a Prince 
could commit, was to put the Magiftracy into the 
Hands of unfit Perfons 3 and taking all imaginable 
Care left he fhould fall into this Misfortune, he with 
great Eafinefs and Freedom, refus’d whatever was 
unjuftly requcfted of him. When he found Perfons 

ierviceable 
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ferviceable to the Publick, he always gave them an 
Encouragement anfwerable to their Merits, and 
placed them in Stations moftfuitable to their Genius 
and Capacities; and he was wont to fay, That tho it 

was net in a Prince’s Power to make and form his Subjects 
*s he defired, yet it was in his Power to make good ufe 
of their Service, by employing them in fuch Affairs as 

they underfiood. He chofe the greateft part of the 
'Governours of Provinces and great Cities out of the 
Senators; and he wasperfuaded, as well as Augufius , 
That whatever a Prince does to increafe the Honour and 
Dignity of bis Magi firates , heightens his own Power, 
and efiablijhes bis own Authority, which neither ought nor 
can be founded upon any thing but Juflice. What he did 

to the Senates did not at all withold him from ex¬ 
tending his Bounty to the other Orders ofMagiftrates, 
and indeed to all private Perfons; fo that no Perfon 
of any Condition wharfoever, appeared to him un¬ 
worthy of his Care and Regard. In all Matters he 
was a religious Obferver of his Word ; and that he 
might never hearken to the Reafons of thofe falfe 

Polititians who maintain, That a wife and able Prince 
is not oblig’d to keep bis Word when it interferes with 

bis Interefi , hecftablifh’d this memorable Inftru&ion 

to all Princes: Beware lefi you efleem that Thing as ufe~ 
ful and beneficial, which will one Day confirain you to 

break ycur U'ord. His juft and regular Adminiftration, 
and his many worthy Aftions, fo much gain’d him 
the Hearts of the Senate and People, that they 
offer’d him many peculiar Honours; but he would 
never accept of thofe lofty Titles, which had been 
given to fome other Emperors, nor would he per¬ 
mit Temples and Altarsto be eredted to him, know¬ 
ing, that it is Vertue alone that makes Princes equal 
to Gods, and not the Voices and Applaufes of the 
People, and that King who rules with Juftice, has 
all the World for his Temple, and all good Men 
for his Priefts and Minifters. 


While 
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While Armenius was raoft worthily employ’d in Ant. Ve.' 
the publick Adminiftration, Verus was purfuing his ru j/. £ ** 
Expedition in the Eafi, but neither with Diligence 
nor Regard to the Intereft of the Empire. His * 
Sicknefs at Canufium did not corredt his loofe Incli¬ 
nations, but continuing his Debauches upon his 
March, he totally forgot it at Daphne, one of the 
Suburbs of Antioch , the Entrance of which Place was, 
as it were, prohibited to all honeft Perfons, fince the 
Sweetnefs of its Air, and the Beauties of its Groves, 

Flowers and Fountains, had occalioned the very 

Throne of Impurity to be feated there. Yet Verus 
added to the Debauchery of this Place, by fuch 
Excelfes as were unknown to the Inhabitants, though 
the moft profligate People upon Earth. In the mean 
time his Lieutenants fuccefsfullycarry’d on the War 

againft the Partbians : Statius Prifcus took Artaxata j 
Cajfius , and Martins Verus put Vologefus to flight, 
took Seleucia , burnt and plunder’d the famous Cities 
Babylon and Ctefipbcn , and demolilh’d the Magnificent 
Palace of the Parthians. Thefe Wars continued for 
four Years fpace, with great variety of Succefles, 
much Bloodlhed,and many terrible Conflidts, till the 
Valour of the Roman Commanders fo far prevail’d, 
as to become intirely vidlorious: but thefe who had 
gain’d fuch noble Vidtories, and defeated Armies of 
400000 Men in their Return were forc’d to encoun¬ 
ter Sicknefs and Famine, which deftroy’d more than 
half their Numbers. However this was no Impedi¬ 
ment to the Glory of Verus , who being exalted with 
his Vidtories, took upon him the lofty Titles of Par - 

1 Incus and Armenicus , as if he juftly acquired them in 
the midft of all his Pleafures. During this War, An- 
toninus became fenfible of his Collegues Enormities - 
but feigning himfelf ignorant, judg’d Marriage to be 
the molt probable means of retrieving him : there¬ 
fore without delay, he fent his own Daughter Lu- 
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Bu a ur- cilia into Syria, a Princefs of great Beauty and little 
nve with Modefty, and bore her Company as far as Brundu - 
&> C g>/- f Mm - y*'"* believing Antoninus was coming with his 

legu's Daughter, and fearing his Diforder Ihcrald be known 

ptugbtcr. to him, w r ent to receive him at Ephefus , from whence 

he return’d fhortly after the Celebration of his Mar¬ 
riage at Antioch with his new Emprefs, whofe Life 
andConverfation prov’d agreeable to her Husband’s, 
and to the Examples her Mother Fauftina had given 

her. 

Verus having fet a King over the Armenians , en¬ 
tirely fubdued the Partbians , and fettled the Affairs 
of Afia, return’d to Rome to partake of the Honour 
of a Triumph with Antoninus , which Was folem- 
niz’d with great Pomp and Splendour. His Return 
was thought fatal to the Empire, for he carry’d the 
Plague into all the Provinces through which he 
palfd, and caus’d the Infection to fpread through 
Italy , and almoft all the Empire. We are told that 
this dreadful Peftilence began at the taking of Baby 
Im, where the Soldiers pillaging the Temple of Jr 
folio, in a place under Ground, found a little Golden 
Coffer, which upon their opening of it, call forth a 
horrible infectious Air which fpread it felf, and car¬ 
ried Mortality through moft parts of the World. 
But it more probably proceeded from the Difeafes 
which afflicted Cafjius's Army in his return from the 
Defeat of the Partbians. This Plague was followed 
by many other Miferies, as Earth-quakes, Famine, 
Inundations, and Caterpillars in Italy , and other 
Provinces j all w hich had fuch deplorable EffeCts, 
that the beft Authors allure us, that if the extra¬ 
ordinary Vigilance and W ifdom of Antoninus had not 
prevented it, the Roman Empire had been torn a- 

funder, and barbarous Nations had fubdued the 

greateft part of it. For the Germans, Sarmatians , 
®uadi, Marccmanni, and others, raking Advantage 

from thefe various Calamities,-furioufly invaded the 

Empire, 


r 
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Empire, and made Irruptions even into Italy. The 

Germans were foon repuls'd by Antoninus , and his 
two Lieutenants Pertinax and Powyeianus j but in 
the following Year, when the Plague rag’d foil 
more, the united Powers of many barbarous Na¬ 
tions, became an exceeding Terror to the City. In 
order to put a flop to fo many Miferies that threat- 
ned the Empire, Antoninus us’d all Kinds of Me¬ 
thods Humane and Divine, efpecially the latter, 
which he purfu’d with infinite Zeal and Superfti- 
tion. He fent for Priefts from all Parrs to dii'patch 
the innumerable Company of Sacrifices, vow’d 
and offer’d upon this Occalion 3 Celebrated all the 
Sacred Foreign Rites that were ever known in 
Rome, purg’d the City all manner of ways 3 and 
exhibited the Solemnities called Ledijlcrma feven 
Days together. This Superftitious Zeal is by the The 
moft Judicious believ’d to be the Caufeof the fevere Gcnoal 
Perfecution of the Chrifiians, which rag’d about (‘execution 
this Time, and was the fourth General Perfecuti- A- 0 . 
on of the Catholick Church. This began about * 6 7 * 
thefecond Year of this Reign, when Jtfiin Mar¬ 
tyr prefented his fecond Apology, Ihortly after 

which this great Man fulfcr’d Martyrdom in Rome 3 

but fince it became not hot, nor general till this 
Time, the fourth Perfecution is juftiy plac’d here 
by many, which was in the feventh Year of this 
Reign, about fixty Years after the Beginning of 
the third Perfecution by Trajan and forry mm af¬ 
ter the Beginning of that by Adrian, which bv fome 
is reckon’d the fourth Perfecution. The Edidts a- 
gainft the Chrifiians, are by fome Admirers of An- 
toninus, charg’d wholly upon Vents 3 tho’ others who 
had a venerable Efteem for the extraordinary Ver- 
' tues and Excellencies of Antoninus, have neverthe- 
lefs attributed it in great meafure to his Superfti- 
tious Zeal to Paganifm. This Perfecution was ve- 

t ' ’ ry 
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ry feme, and rag’d in many Parts of the Empire, 

deftroying befides Jufiin Martfr , St. P elycarp, Bifliop 
of Smyrna , and an infinite Number of others j and 
was not relax’d till about feven Years after this great 
Irruption. 

Antoninus having us’d all Kinds of Sacrifices, 
Proceflions, and Superftitious Rites, march’d a- 

gainft the Marcomanni and ^uaJi t taking Verus a* 
long with him, who had rather have ftaid behind 
at Rome to continue his Debaucheries, which Anto¬ 
ninus endeavour’d to prevent. The two Empe¬ 
rors therefore took the Wav of Aquileia, where 
they advanc’d towards the Marcomanni , who were 
encamp’d not far diftant, beat them out of their 
Trenches, and made a great Slaughter of them. 
Fnrim Viftorinus , Captain of the Guards, was flain 
in the Battel, with a great Number of his beft 
Troops j but this did not hinder the two Empe¬ 
rors from purfuing their Advantage, prefling fo 
forcibly upon rhe Enemy, that at Taft they broke 
through their Army; which occafion’d the grea- 
teft Part of their Allies to flay the Authors of the 
Revolt, draw off their Forces, and defire a Truce. 
Vent fatisfy’d with thefe Conditions, and fighing 
after the Delights and Pleafures of Rome , urg’d 
Antonina to agree to their Proposals, and return 
back: But Antoniut urg’d the Perfidioufnefs of 
thefe barbarous People, who ftill wanted not 
Strength to difturb the Empire, and immediately 
order'd his Troops to march. The two Empe¬ 
rors therefore pals’d the Alps , purfu’d the Enemy, 
overcame them in feveral Cornells, defeated them 
entirely, and return’d into Italy without any con- 
fiderable Loft. Winter was now far advanc’d, 
and they had made a Refolution of ftaying at 
Atjuiltia till it was paft, but the Plague oblig’d them 
to pan from thence with fome of their Forces; in 

which 



Chap. II. Antoninus Philofophus XVII. 525 

which Journey Verus was feiz’d with an Apoplexy Tht Death 
near Altinum , and dy’d fhortly after at that Place, 'L Ane * 
in the forty fecond Year of his Age, after he Verus * 
had Reigned about nine Years with Antoninus , 
tho’ fome fay eleven. It is almoft generally agreed, 
that Poyfon was the Caufe of his Death, which 
fome attribute to the Emprefs Fauftina , but moft 
to his own Wife LuciUa y being violently jealous of 
him for the Paftion he bore to his own Siller Fdia ; 
a Death anfwerable to the Loofenefs and Debau¬ 
cheries of his Life. Yet notwichftanding his in¬ 
famous Life, Antoninus , out of a peculiar Kind of 
Goodnefs, and RefpeCt to his own Family, caus’d 
himto beconfecrated,tho’ with no great Satisfaction 
either to the Senate or People. 

IV. Antoninus , who before governed both an ^ D . 
Empire and an Emperor, had now the former alone Antonin.’ 
left to his Charge ; and firtl taking Care of his Phiiofo- 
Family, he in a ihort time marry’d his Daughter P hus 

Lucilla to Claudius Pompeianus , a Perfon in Years, fnf nt a ~ 
and only the Son of a plain Knight, but eminent 
for his Fidelity, Honefty, Courage and Wifdom ; 
which Qualifications, Together with his unitained 
Reputation, the Emperor infinitely preferred be¬ 
fore Birth and Riches. Being freed from this 
Care, he left Rome . to finifh the War with the 
M.ircomanni , who joining with the ®uadi, the 
Sarmatians , the Vandals , and other barbarous Na¬ 
tions, were become fiercer and more formidable 
than before ; fo that the Wars againfl Hannibal and 
the Cimbri , lcarce ever appeared more terrible. In 
the firft general Battel near the Danube , the Ro* 
nans were fo feverely treated, that they loft more 
han ioooo Men, and the Barbarians purfued 
hem even to the Walls of Aquileia, which they 

wd taken, had not the Emperor rallied his 

Y i T roops 
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Troops with great Skill and Conduft. But this 
Affront fo rouz’d the Fury and Courages of the 
Romms, that in a fhort time they repuls’d thefe 
formidable People, and drove them into Panmnia. 
About which time the Moors ' ravaged Spain with 
Fire and Sword, and the Shepherds in who 

were a kind of Banditti , took up Arms, and made 
a dangerous Infurre&ion in thofe Parts. The for¬ 
mer were foon quell’d in Spain by the Emperor’s 
Lieutenants; and the latter happily difpers’d by 
the Courage and Policy of Cuflim. Thefe Suc- 
ceiTes were l'econded with further Advantages over 
the Korthem Nations by the Emperor Antoninus , 

who fo weary’d and harrafs’d them by his repeat¬ 
ed Attacks and Skirmilhes, that he conftrain’d 
them to receive fuch Articles as he thought con¬ 
venient to impofe upon them. After which Suc- 
Ceffes, Antoninus returned to Rome with great Ho¬ 
nour, where he celebrated his Decennalia according 
to Cuftoni, and made fuch Vows as were ufual on 
thofe Occafions. 

During the Peace, Antoninus imployed himfelt 
in a further Reformation of the Laws and Policy: 
And firft he wifely prohibited, That no Enquiry 
ftould be made after the State and Condition of 
deceas’d Perfons after five Years; and left Crimes 
fhould go unpunifhed, and private Perfons fuffer by 
Delays in Procefles, after the Example of Aup- 
ftus, he increas’d the Number of Court Days, fo 
that there were two hundred and thirty in all. 
That thofe who were free-born, might the more 
eafily prove it, he ordained, that each Roman Citi¬ 
zen (hould go to the Treafury in the Temple ot 

Satitrn, where the publick Records were kept, to 

enter w hat Children they had born ; and he efta- 
blilh’d Notaries to keep Regifters of all Births ir 
the Provinces. He provided for the Security oi 

Minot: 
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Minors and Pupils, by conftituting a particular 
f rater call’d Tutelaris , becaufe his Office was to Prattr T*- 
appoint Tutors, and becaufe all Bufinefs concern- ularis - 
ing Guardianffiip cam? under his Cognizance. He 
reformed that Law which ordered thofe Curators 

call’d Latorla , to be given to Minors only, in cafe Lxtons. 

of Madnefs or Extravagancy (which by the Ro¬ 
wans were reckoned a mcyral Madnefs) and had 
them given to all Minors without Exception. He 
moderated the publick Expences, and leffiened the 
Number of Shows and Sports; but-maintained the 
Streets and High-ways at the publick Charge 3 and 
reformed all the Abufes of Sales anti IJfury. He 
made fevere Laws to hinder any Violence that 

might be done to the Sanctity of Sepulchres3 an$ 

like wife ordain’d, That the Poor ffiould be bury’d 
at the Charge of the Publick. The Poor had ne¬ 
ver recourle to him in vain3 and he took fuch 
Pleafure in relieving them, that he looked upon it 
as one of the greateft Happinefles of his Life, that 
he never wanted Means to perform it. To put a 
Reftraint upon the Luxury of the City, he prohibi¬ 
ted the Ufe of Litters and Chariots to all inferior 
Perfons3 and endeavour’d by all Methods to correct 
the Loofenefs and Diforders of Women and Young 
People, wirhour knowing it was his own pri¬ 
vate Intereft 3 for he was in great Meafure igno¬ 
rant of the Wantonnefs and Irregularities ot his 
Emprefs Faufiina : But being once advis’d to divorce 
her for her ill Conduct, we are told, that he made 

Anfwer, If we put her away-, we are obligd-in Juflice 
to quit the Empire, which was her Dowry : But this is 

disbelieved by fome, as difagreeable to the Temper 

and Character of Antoninus. 

In the mean time the Marcomanni, who only 
defigned to lay the Emperor alleep by their Sub¬ 
million, and remove him further from them, to 

Y 5 ' make 
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make Advantage of his Abfence, all took up Arms 
with greater Fury than before. They weie fo 
much the more formidable, becaufe they had 
drawn over to their Side all the Nations from Il~ 
Ijricum , -to the furtheft Parts of GW. The Em¬ 
peror who faw his Army wafted by the Plague, 
arid fuch LolTes they had fuftained in feveral En¬ 
counters, and the Treafure entirely exhaufted by 
fo many Wars and Charges, found himfelf fur- 
rounded with fuch Difficulties, as he had never ex¬ 
perienced till that time. He was conftrained to 
remedy the firft of thefe Misfortunes by lifting 

the Gladiators, the Banditti of Dalmatia and Darda- 
nia , and the Slaves, which had never been prafitis’d, 
but in the fecond Punick War; and the latter, by 
following the Examples of Nerva and Trajan, and 
felling the Moveables belonging to the Empire. 
The Romans , who had no Money to fuccour their 
Prince, and fecure themfelves in a juft War, did 
not want it to purchafe the rich Furniture of the 
Palace, fuch as the Emperor’s Jewels, his Pi&ures, 
his Tapeftry, his Velfels, and gold and filver Plate, 
his Chryftals, the Eraprefs’s rich Clothes, and the 
Pearls, of which were vaft quantities in Adrian s 
Cabinet j the Sale of all which continued two 
Months, and railed fo confiderable a Fund, that 
Antoninus had fufficient Sums to defray all the 
Expences of the War. At his Return he fignify’d 
it was his Pleafure, that all Ihould reftore them 
at the fame Price they had bought them, but us’d 
no Conftraint to thofe who delired to keep them. 
Before his Departure he loft his fecond Son Vans 
C*far, who uy’d of an Impofthume, when he 
was feven Years of Age. He bore the Lois with 
much Patience, and forbad that the Feafts of Jtt- 
fitcr t then a folemnizing fliould be deferred by 
pablick Mourning 3 contenting himfelf with rai- 
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fing Statues to his Son, and ordering his Image of 
Gold to be carry’d in State into the Circus during 
the Sports there, apd to have his Name inferted in- 
j to the Order of Saltans. After which he diligent¬ 
ly apply’d himfelf to the Affairs of the Publick, 

haftned his Recruits, begg’d the Gods Afliftance 
by Prayers and Sacrifices and march’d againft the 

Enemy. 

, * _ 

This Expedition was longer and more dange¬ 
rous than any preceding; being attended with 
numerous Perils and various Succeffes. The Em¬ 
peror pafs’d the Danube by a Bridge of Boats; at 
tne Head of his Army attack'd the Enemy, gain’d 
the Advantages in feveral Encounters, burnt their 
Barns and Houfes, and receiv’d feveral of the chief 
of their Allies, who aftonilh’d with the fudden- 
nefs of his Vi dories, came in to fubmit themfelves. 
But the mod memorable Battel was towards the 
latter end of this War, which might have prov’d 
fatal to the Roman Empire, had not fome miracu¬ 
lous Accidents interpos’d. It was begun by the 
Enemies Slingers crofs a River, who brought An¬ 
toninus himfelf into fome Danger; but the Romans 
being rouz’d by this Affront, furiouily pafs’d the 

River, fell in with the Enemy, and made a great 
Slaughter. The Enemy timely retir’d with great 
Policy, and rightly judging they Ihould be purfu’d, 
left feveral Companies or Archers cover’d with 
fome Horfe, to skirmilh with the Romans , as tho’ 
they defign’d to flop their Progrefs. Whereupon 
the Romans advanc’d with more Bravery than 
Condud, an ufual Thing after Succefs, and brisk¬ 
ly attack’d thefe Archers j who according to Or¬ 
ders, immediatly fled, and cunningly drew the 

whole Roman Army among defperate barren 
Mountains, where they were fuddenly block’d up 
on every fide. But they not knowing their Dan- 

T 4 ger, 
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ger, and believing their Courage cou’d overcome 

al Things, continu'd fighting vallianrly notwith- 
handing the Disadvantage of the Place; which 
cans d more of them to be {lain than the Enemy, 
who vou’d not leave that to Chance which they 
expected from Delay, handing only upon the De- 
fctiiive. The Rcm..ns cou’d not comprehend the 
Ftafon of this Conduct, till the exceflive Heats 
between the Mountains, great Wearinefs, Wounds, 
and a . violent Thirit had entirely diflieartned and 
confounded them j at which time they found, 
that they could neither fight nor retreat, and that 
they m uft either Suffer thcmfelves to be cut in 
Pieces, or become a Piey to their barbarous Ene¬ 
mies. In this deplorable Extremity, where Rage 
ar.d Delpair were their chief Companions, Anto- 
tunas, move concern’d at his Soldiers Miferies than 
hi--own, ran through all their Ranks, and in vain 
endeavour’d to raife their Hopes by performing 
Sacrifices, in which they no longer now.confided. 
When the Sun had exhaufted all heir Strength, 
they perceiv’d their Enemies ready to attack 
them , and having no Expectation either from their 
own Courages, trorn I-of tune or their Gods, no¬ 
thing v.as heard' bur Groans and Lamentations, 
nor nothing feen but the tlackeft Marks of the 
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moft horrible Dcfoladon. But juft as thejArmy 
was ready to be defiroy’d, we are allur’d by the 
faithfullcii Writers, that the iolemn Prayers of the 
Cbri/iatss, w hich compos’d the chief of the Melytene 
e-.gioii, prevail’d for their Deiivciance, which 
was effected by a fudden Fail of great Quantities 
ot Fain, with which the fainting Soldiers were 
kMv’u by holding their Mouths, Helmets and 


blickiei^ up to heaven. And while the Barbarians 

attack’d .hem in th2t Poftuxe, making them fwal- 
low their own Blood mingled with the Water, the 

fame 
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fame Clouds that had fent to kind a Shower upon 
the Romans , ac the fame time difcharg’d a terrible 
Storm of Hail, accompany’d with hire and Thun¬ 
der againft the Enemy. So that while the former 
refrelh’d themfelves, and quench’d their Thirft, 
the latter were exceedingly fcorch’d., and con¬ 
founded with the amazing Flames from Heaven, 
which no Water c mld exunguifh. The Romans 
recovering Strength and Courage, and being now 
rather enrag’d at the Affront they had receiv’d, 
than remembt'ing the Danger they had elcap’d, 
unanimouffy cut in Pieces all that refilled them, 
put the reft to flight, and took great Numbers of 
Prifoners. 

The Subftance of this memorable Srory is uni- 
verfally acknowledg’d by the Vagan Writers; but 
out of Malice to the Chrifiians , they either afcribe 
it to the Power of Magick, or to the Prevalency 
of the Emperor’s own Prayers. However Antoni- 
nns became fo fallible of a miraculous Ailiftance, 
that he immediately relax’d the Perfecution a- 
gainft the Chrifiians, which had been very feverc 
for about feven Years, and wrote to the Senate 
in favour of their Religion, and acknowledging 
the greatnefs of the Deliverance, order’d thoie to 
be punilh’d with Death who accus’dthe Chrifiians. 
The Roman Army upon this happy Vidtory, gave 
the Title of Emperator to sintoninns, which was now 
the feventh Time ; and the fcmprefs Faufiina was 
iikewife honour’d with the particular Title of Ma¬ 
ter Cafirorum, Or Mother of Armies. Notwithftand- 
ing this great Advantage, the Barbarians continu’d 
the War above a Year longer, with many violent 
Struggles and Conflicts j till finding themlelves un¬ 
able any longer to refill a Commander who had 
conquer’d them as much by his merciful Behavi¬ 
our, as his valiant Aits, fept to offer him Hoftages, 

and 
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and to beg a Peace. For a good Space he was bu- 
fily employ’d in this Negotiation, in anfwering 
their AmbalEadors, and receiving feveral Kings 
that came to pay him Homage. The King of 
the Sarmatians alone reftor’d him iocooo Captives 
that he had taken from the Roman Dominions: 
and deliver’d up 8000 of his Soldiers, the greateft 
Part of whom were fent againft the Britains. The 
Emperor impos’d Conditions upon thefe People 
more or lefs fevere, as he found their Inclina¬ 
tions to revolt, and all were ready to fubmit to 
what he was pleas’d to command 9 fo that the 
Lands of the Marcomanni , the Quadt, and the Sar¬ 
matians had been reduc’d into Provinces of the 


CifGasV Empire, had not the News of the Rebellion of 
RtieSmn. C. Jfius, who proclaim'd himfelf Emperor in Syria, 

came juft in that Moment. The Treafon of fo 

f reat a Commander as Caflus, much furpriz’d the 
mperor, and no lefs rais’d the Courages of the 
Barbarisms, who being always more concern’d for 
their Liberties than their Words, oblig’d Antoni- 
1, its to remit a great Part of the 1 mpofitions he had 
laid upon them, and to make new Treaties of 
Peace far lefs advantageous to the Empire than the 
farmer. 

The Revolt and Progrefs of Caflus daily fill’d the 
Ears of the Citizens of Rome, which caus’d the 


Emperor to quicken his Preparations againft him. 
C r.Jjius was an eminent Commander in the Eaft, 
a Perfon of great Valour and Courage, and of a 
mod regular and ftridt Difcipline 9 and finding his 
Soldiers inclinable to fupport his Pretenfions, he 
refolv’d to pafs for a Dependent of the ancient 
Cajfms, who confpir’d againft Julius Cafar 9 and 
like him firft pretended to re-eftablifh the Common¬ 
wealth, laying, Let the Gods but favour the right 
Side, and the Callii [ball fid ref ore the Common¬ 
wealth 


I 
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wealth to all its Authority. Afterwards, partly by a 
feign’d pretence of the Emperor’s Death, and partly 
by his lubde inlinuations, he gathered fo much 
ftreng'h, as in a ftiort time he brought under his 
Subjection ail the Countries from Syria to Mount 
Taunts. Thefe Advantages and Succefles appeared 
very dangerous to the Emperor, who haftning his 
March towards him, told his Soldiers, among many 
Other Things, That be could frttly yield up bis Em¬ 
pire to CaiilUS, if it Jb. uld be judged a Thing necef- 
Jary for the cublick Good ; for it was for that alone 
that be Juflained (o many daily Toils and inceffant La¬ 
bours. In the mean time Cajfius , who well knew 
thar heinous Crimes mud have a bold andfpeedy 
Execution, endeavoured to*draw Greece over to his 
Side ; but here he met with a deferved Repulfe, 
which firft turned the Scale of all his good For¬ 
tune. The Emperor being fo univerfally belov’d, 

after this he could not bring over any conlidera- 
ble City, or gain any to his Harty, but fuch as were 
already ruined by their Debrs and Vices This bad 
Succtfs brought him into diferedit with his own 
Soldiers, and at lad having r ither been Emperor in 
Imagination than Reality, he was (lain three Months H >7 Deaths 
and lix Days after his Revolt. His Head was fent to 
the Emperor, then at Fcrmia, who commanded it 
to be honourably but y’d, and forrowfully declar’d. 

That they had deprived him of bis greatefl Pleafure , 
which was to have given Callius bis Life , and to have 
conquered his Ingratitude by bis Genercjity , This Cle¬ 
mency was admired by fome, and condemned by 
others •, and one took the Liberty of blaming him 
openly, telling him, That Calfius would not have 
been fo generous bad be been Conqueror. The Empe¬ 
ror immediately reply’d, We neverferved the Gods 
fo id, or reigned Jo irregularly, as to fear Cat- 

lius could tver be Conqueror, After which he re¬ 
counted 
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counted thofe Emperors who had been depos’d or 
flam by their Subjects, and fhewcd, That thtir Mift 
fortunes proceeded ■wholly from their own Cruelties 

end ill ConduS \ Nero, and Caligula, and Domi- 

tian, were the foie Authors of their own Mifcries• 
Ctho and Viteliius, had not the Courage to reign , and 
Galba was ruined by bis Avarice , And it is hard 
to fnd a good Prince, that met with Juch Fortune , as 
appears from the Examples of Auguftus, Trahan, A- 
dVian, and others, who always reigned in the Hearts 
cf their Subjects, and continually triumphed over their 
J)omejHck Enemies. 

Antoninus having caus’d the Head of Cafftus to be 
bury’d,and teftify’d his Grief for his Death, con¬ 
tinued his Journey to compleat the Suppreihon 
of this Revolt, and to caufe the People and Army 
in the Eafi to return to their Duty. He began with 
*A.gypt, and pardoned all the Cities that had joined 
with Caffuss , and left one of his Daughters at Alex¬ 
andria, as a Pledge of his Friendlhip. Coming to 
Telufium he there corrected many Fxcefl'es and De¬ 
baucheries ; and where-ever he pafs’d, he entered 
(he Temples, the Schools, and all publick Places, 
and inftrudted the People, converting familiarly 
with them, and explaining to them the greateft 
Difficulties in Phiiofophy, leaving the Marks of bis 
Vifdum in all Places. Arriving at Syria he was: met 
at Antioch with many Kings and Potentates of the 
Eafi ; and the firft thing he did was the burning 
of. all the Letters found in Cafiius’s Glofet, left be 
ftiould be conftrained againft his Inclinations to 
hate any Perfon. The Children and Relations of 
Cafftus were treated with great Clemency and Kind- 
nels 3 Antoninus preferved to them'all their Rights, 
and had always fuch regard to them, jhat in a 
great Tryal which they had before the Senate, he 
itridlly forbad the adverfe Party any ^ay s 
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proach them with the Misfortunes of their Family. 

The better to prevent fuch Revolts for the Future, 
he ordain’d. That no Perfon fhould ever after 
command in the Province where he was born. In 
this great Journey the Emprefs Faufiina was unex- Tflt D(it ^ 
peftedly feized with a violent Diftemper, and dy’d o/Faufti- 
at the Foot of Mount Taurus j a Woman whofe na. 
loofe and wanton Life was an exceeding Scandal A. L>. 
to her high Place and Dignity, and has been juft- 

ly branded by the Roman Hiftorians. Yet Antoninus, 

either from his Ignorance of her Crimes, or his 
Paifion to her Perfon, willingly admitted of thofe 
great and unreafonable Honours which the Senate, 
out of Complaifance and Flattery, decreed to her 
Memory. And after the Example of his Predecef- 

for Antoninus Pius, he founded a Society of young 
Maids, whom he bred at his own Expence, and 
Call’d them Fau/Hnians ; and likewife built a Tem¬ 
ple to his Wife in the Town where Ihe dy’d. 

Which Temple had afterwards a remarkable 
Chance which became the Divinity that prelided 
there j it being confecrated to Heliogabulus, whtx 
was the true God of Impurity. 

After a full re-eftablilhment of Peace in the Eajl, 
Antoninus began his Journey towards Rome j and 
arriving at Smyrna he made fome conliderable flay, 
and there conferr’d many Favours. From thence 
he went to Athens in Greece , and being a Zealot 

in his Religion, was there initiated in the grand 

Myfteries of Ceres, call’d the Eleufiman Myfteries, 

which was the moft facred and folemn of all the 
Pagan Devotions. Here he did many Honours to 
the Inhabitants, and eftablifhed in their City Pro- 
felfors of all forts of Sciences, with munificent 
Penlions, making them noble Prefents, and grant¬ 
ing them large Privileges and Immunities. Here 

lie cook Sea, and landing at Brundufium in Italy, 

he 
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he quitted his Soldier’s Habit, and caufed all his 
Soldiers to do the like, who, daring his keign, ne¬ 
ver appeared in half but in their uowns. He was 
received at Rome with all imaginaole Teftimomes 
of Joy: And becaufe he had been abfent almoft 
eight Years, he diltribuced to each Citizen eight 
pieces of Gold, remitted all their Debts due to 
the Treafury for ftxty Years pall, and burnt all 
their Bills in the midll of the Forum y In Imitati¬ 
on of the renowned Trajan he ere died many Sta¬ 
tue to fuch valiant Men as periflied in the late 
Wars. At the fame Time he gave his Son Commo- 
Jus the Habit of a Man, made him Princtps Ju- 
'uentutis, nominated him for his Succeffor, made 


Conful for 
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Conful Ihip 


hi . 

Chariot on Foot, 
afterwards retired for fome Space to Lavinium 


He 


Arms of Philofophy, his 


which 


Mother, 


called His Step-Mother 

frequently made ufe c 


oppoting 

And for that 


of Plato’s , That People was happy whofe Philofopbers 
were Kings , or wboje Kings were Philofopbers. He 

was a great Matter in Philofophy, and wrote feveral 
excellent Pieces himfelf, fome of which remain to 
this Day. He was of that Tranquility of Mind, 
that he is obferVed never to have chang’d his Coun¬ 
tenance either with Sorrow or Joy; following ex- 
adtly the Precepts ot the Stoick Philofophy. His 
chief Matters were Apollonius of Ch*lch, formerly 
mention’d, Sextus Cheronenfity Grandfon to the Fa¬ 
mous Plutarch y and Fronto, an excellent Orator in 
that declining Age of Learning 3 of ail whom, 
and of other Learned Men, he was a great Incou- 

Befides thefe, in his Reign, there flou- 

1 fome ocher noted Writers, particularly Apu- 

leius. 
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/«#/, an African , who fufficiently difcovers his. 
Country by the Harlhnefs of his Stile ; Pbilujhatus 
a Sophift, who write that bold Legend of Apollo - 

gins' s Life } Hermogenes the Rhetorician ; and He¬ 
roin Attkus and Athevaus , whofe learned Wri¬ 
tings arc fo highly valu’d by the Criticks. 

While Rome enjoy’d the Prefence of her Empe¬ 
ror, and the Delights of that Peace which her La¬ 
bours had procur’d her, Smyrna was deftroy’d by 
Fire, and an Earthquake, which bury’d the grea- 
teft Part of the Inhabitants under the Ruines of 
the Houfes. Upon which Arijlides, a noted Ora¬ 
te in that City ; wrote fo moving a Letter to the 
Emperor, as the Sight of it drew Tears from him j 
and immediately he iflu’d forth his Orders, efta- 
blifh’d fuch Funds as were neceffary, and commit¬ 
ted it to a Senator’s Care to fee it rebuilt accord¬ 
ing to its former Magnificence. What the Empe¬ 
ror did for Smyrna , he had already done in Italy , 
and likewife feveral other Cities which had felt 
the fame Misfortune, as Carthage , Ephefus , and 
NicomeJia . His Expences upon thefe Occafions, 
the Piefents he beftow’d on the People, and the 
many Taxes he remitted in his moft pretling Ne- 
ceflities, are fufficient to take away that pretend¬ 
ed Accufation of his Avarice. He was indeed a 
provident Man in his ordinary Expences, after the 
Example of his Father Antoninus, and manag’d his 
Revenues with great Care and Wifdom; buc 
when the Glory of the State, or the Benefit of the 
People were concern’d, his Largelies went even to 
Prodigality, being perfwaded, that thofe were the 

only Occafions on which a Prince might be pro- 
life, and that Covetoufnels then is a dangerous 

Mifchief. 
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hecaufe they are then convinc'dthat his Riches art 
the Source of their Plenty and Happinefs. It is cer¬ 
tain, that Rome had fcarce ever an tmperor fo alfift- 
ing in the Times of Ncceiiity as Antoninus , and he 
■was the firft that built a Temple to the Goddefs 

that prefides over Benefits, which perhaps wa^ the 

only Vertue which the Rom ns did not then adore. 
But the Introducing of this new Worlhip per- 
tain'd only to him who to perfe&ly knew all the 
Ceremonies and Cuftoms of it, and pradtis’d them 
continually. 

The Emperor now declining in Years, was in 
hopes of refting from all his foils and Labours. 
When News wa, brought him of the Scythians and 
Morthem Nations taking up Arms again, and inva¬ 
ding the Empire w ith great Succels. This oblig’d 
Antoninus to make fpeedy Preparations to oppofe 
them in Perfon, as he always did; and going to the 
Senate, this was the firft Time he delu’d of them 
to have Money out of the Publick Treafury. Tho' 
this Money was in his own Power, if he would 
have us’d his Authority, yet he openly declar’d to 
the Senate and People, That Emperors bad no ph- i 
vate Propriety to any thing , not jo much as to tlx 
Palace in which they dwelt. After this he many’ll 
his Son Commodus to Crifpina , the Daughter of Ben- 
tius Talent, a Man of Confular Dignity j and then 
went to the Temple of BtlUna, and perform’d the 
ancient Ceremony of the Javaiin. The Roman, 
whofe love to thh Emperor daily encreas’d, finding 
him ready to expofe himfelf in a dangerous Wat 
aflembled themfclves before his Palace, befeeching 

him, Not to leave them till he had given them Jom 
Precepts for their Conduct , that if the Gods JIwuld tah 
him to them] elves, they might by his siffifiance continu 
in the fame Paths of Vertue, into which he had k 

them by kis Example. The Emperor mov’d to fe 

iliei 
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their good Difpofitions, fpent three whole days in 
explaining to them the greateft Difficulties in Mo¬ 
rality, and in giving them ftiort Maxims, by which 
they might regulate their Aftions. Shortly after 
he march’d his Army towards the Enemy, with 
his Son Commodus , and gain’d great Advantages > 
but the Particulars of thefe laft Campaigns are in 
a great meafure loft. We can only lay, That this 
War had not fewer Difficulties than the former i 
That Antoninus fought feveral bloody Bartels, where 
the Victories were always owing to his Prudence, 
and his Example of Bravery ; That he was al¬ 
ways at the Head of his Men, in Places moft expos’d 
to Danger \ That he built feveral Forts, which 
he ftrongly Garrifon’d, and kept their Country in 
Awe ; and that going to open the third Campaign, 
in which he expected to compleat the War, he was 
feiz’d at Vienna with a Fever, which put a Period to 
all his Attempts. 

In this laft Sicknefs this wife Emperor made it 
appear, that thofe Truths of which he always 
made Profeilion, were fo deeply engraven on his 
Heart, that nothing could efface them. But tho’ 
his Submillion to the Orders of Providence made 
him ealie and willing to meet Death ; yet the 
tender Love and Care he had for his People, fill’d 
his Mind with Fear and Bitternefs. He law his 
Conquefts in the North unfettled, his Enemies ftill 
with their Swords in their Hands, and the People 
inclinable to revolt; but above all, the Youth and 
Unfteadinefs of his Son and SucceiTor, which laid 
him open to the Infinite Temptations, and fatal 
Charms of boundlefs Authority, prov’d a fevere 
Rack to his Thoughts. This was his greareft con-r 
cern, for he began to perceive his Inclinations, and 
told fome of his Friends, That he fear'd , that the 
Roman Empire would not be large enough to contain 
his Vices. Struggling with theie Difficulties, and 

Z iij£tu- 
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flu&uating between Hope and Fear, as his Death 
approach'd, he commanded that his principal 
Friends and Officers fhould be brought to him; 
and upon their gathering about his Bed, he took 
his Son Commcdm by the Hand, then faintly riling 
up, fpoke to the Company to this effedt : You fee be¬ 
fore your Eyes my Son and Succefjbr , who having fcaret 
enter d the If add , as in a tempt jluous Ocean , wants the 
Directions of wife Gov erne urs to fecure him from the 
Violence of Youthful PaffcnSy which , like furious Storms 
may drive him into the mefi fatal Calamities . There¬ 
fore infieid of one Father , whom he mufi fhortly loft , 
let him fad many in ycu , to juppert his Youth , and to 
4 tdd jvcb Infract levs as are mojl beneficial to Him 
a7*d the Vuil.ck . But more particularly make him 

jtffit'le, 'That 7iit all the Riches and Honours in the 
viverjey are juifeient to fatisfie the Luxury and Am- 
ic7i of T)r Writs j nor are the firovgefi Guards and 
mies able to defend thorn from the Hatred and 
bruits cf their Subjects . Let him be affiurd , 'That 
no crtul and tyrannical Princes ever enjoy long and 
peaceable Rtignsy but only (neb who by their Mild - 
s and Cl an tv cy gain the Hearts of their People . 
Tod him ccnthiuady , ’That it is not they who ferve 
out of Confer Tint, but jack as obey voluntarily , who 
continue faithful in all Tryals , and are free from 
either Flattery or Treachery ; and let him know. That 
Tkde are the only Pcr'cvs who 77 over fall into Difi 
obedUncey at leaf till they are forc'd to it by f vere 
V, are. 


77 


f**l to ft 

him* 'How exceeding Difficult, and yet how highly 
4 i\tCellary it is for th'fe Princes to jet Bou?ids to their 
* Pajfr.nsy that have m?ie to their Powers y If yen in- 
jrrucf him in theje Truths , and incefjantly cauje him to 

ard j befides the Satisftlicn of 
or your jtlves and the whole Em- 
the Comfort of paying to my Ale- 
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# 

means you will render it Immortal. As he was (peak TheDea'h 

ing thefe lad Words, he was feiz’d with a VVAak <, / Ant " n . 1 * 

nels, w'hich took away the Ufe of his Voice, and fofophui* 
brought him to hisEnd the next Day. 

Thus dy’d Antoninus Vhihjophus, 01‘ Marcus Au¬ 
relius, the Seventeenth Emperor of Rom?, in the 

fifty ninth Year of his Age, after a iaborious and 
triumphant Reign of nineteen Years, nine with his 
Brother, and ten by himielf3 a Prince of a moil 
folid Underdanding, and profound Wifdom, of 
mod drift Virtues, and rigid Morals • yet not free 
from fuch a Superftition as caus’d great Injudice 
to Christianity, which is above the Reach of the 
mod fublime Vagan Philofopher. But his Name 

will ever be plac’d in the Records of Fame, a- 
mong the bed of the Heathen Princes, for his nu¬ 
merous Vertues, and worthy Afts he did for the 
good of his Country and Subjefts 3 mod of which 
may ferve for noble Patterns to Chrijtian Princes. 

His Death was infinitely regretted according to his 
Merits 3 and there was a general Adiiftion through¬ 
out the Army and all the Provinces 3 and it feem’d 
as though the whole Glory and Profperity of the 
Empire all dy’d with Antoninus. The Senate and 
People adored him before the Solemnization of his 
Funeral; and as if it had been an inconlideiable 
Thing to ereft him a Golden Statue in the Julian 
Chamber, and to decree him all divine Honours, 
they declared Rich Perfons to be Sacrilegious who 
had not in their Houles Rome Pifture or Statue of 
Antoninus. His Death happen’d in the 932 Year 
of the City, 204 Years after the Settlement of the 
Empire by Jugufius, 1S0 after our Saviour’s Na¬ 
tivity, 109 after the Dedruftion of JeruJalem, and 
»>4 after the lad of the Twelve Cajars. 
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CHAP. III. 

From the Death o/Antoninus Philosophus, 
to the Death of Pertinax the Nineteenth 
Emperor ; when the Empire became expos'd 
to Sale by the Soldiers. 

Containing the Space of above 13 TEARS. 


D j8o l. D O ME for the fpace of Eighty four Years 

•IV had the great Happinefs of enjoying five 
good Emperors fuccefiively, who made it their 
main Concern to fupport its Grandeur, to en- 
creafe its Riches, and to eftablilh its future Felici¬ 
ty ; but Providence now thought fit to alter this 
long Courfe of Profperity, and permit that exalted 
City which had fo often triumphed over the reft 
of the World, to be again infulted by its own 
Princes, which, together with feme other Acci¬ 
dents, produc'd fuch Corruptions and Diftrattions 
as loon caus’d the Declination, and afterwards the 
Ruine of the Roman Empire. Some of thefe Mif* 
chiefs appeared not long after the Death of Antoni¬ 
nus Thilojcfhus , for whole fake his Son Commodm 

Ccmmo- was without Contradiction received and acknow- 
d js mtii ledged as Emperor, firft by the Army, then by the 
Ejnpcror. Senate and People, and Ihortly after by all the Pro¬ 
vinces. Commochts w r as more noble by Defcentthan 
any of the former Emperors, being the firft Emperor 
that was born in his Father’s Reign, and the fecond 
that lucceeded his own Father in the Government; 
though home Authors believe him to have been a 
Ipurious lflue, and begotten by a Gladiator, being 
confirm’d in this Opinion by the wanton Practices 

ol 
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of his Mother Faujlina. He was about 19 Years of 
Age when be enrered upon the Empire; being a 
Prince of great Comelinefs and Perfections of Body, 
and for his Father’s fake intirely beloved, tho’ he 
had already given fome remarkable Inflances of his 
Vices and Cruelty. 

Some few Days after his Father’s Death, Corn- 
modus came to the Camp where the Army lay, 
accompany’d with the principal of the Roman No¬ 
bility; and made a plaulible and popular Speech 

to the Soldiers, giving them great Hopes of his 
juft and regular Government, and liieewife be¬ 
llowing fuch Donatives as was ufual for new- 
created Emperors. He continued for fome fpace, 
according to the Promifes he had made, and was 
willingly governed by the wife Dire&ions of his 
Father’s Friends; but being obnoxious to all kinds 
of Flatteries, by reafon of his Youth , he foon 
hearkened to their infettious Difcourfes, agreed 
to their defigning Counfels, and refolved to leave 
the Wars and return to the Fleafures of Rowe, nor- 
withftanding all the juft Arguments and Perfua- 
fions of his Brother-in-law Pompeiamts, and other 
worthy Men, who unanimoully advifed him to fee 
an end of this War himlelf. With this Refolu- 
tion the young Emperor wrote to Rowe fhortly 
after, advertizing the Senate of his coming; and 
for a prefent Eal'e and Security, he made a very 
difhonourable Peace with the Enemy, which his 
Father had almoft reduced to an intire Obedi¬ 
ence, purchaling it with Money, as Herodian , af- 
furesus, tho’ Eutropim intimates fome Advantages 
firft gained. Then leaving a confiderable Force on 
the Frontiers, he fet forwards towards Rowe ; and 
in all the Cities through which he palled, he was 
received with incredible Joy and Solemnity, up¬ 
on the Account of his Father’s Worth, and the 
Hopes they had conceived of his happy Reign, 

' Z 3 not 





not knowing his vicious Temper and Inclinations, 
/•this Entrance into Rome he was received with 
exceeding Tran {ports, Applaufes, and Bleflings by 
all Men, who (he wed the Ways where he patted 
with all kinds of Flowers and Ornaments, fliewing 
all poilible Demonlrrations of Joy, and affuring 
thcmlclves of a good and worthy Prince from 
the Son and Grandfon of two fuch Emperors 

as AnUnh.us Ph:! r ( fhus and Antenitius Pius, but he 
foon gave them an Occalion to change their 
good Qpi, i ;ns of him, by his abominable Life 
and P'.ad'tices ■ and of his whole Reign, Authors 
have given us an Account of fcarce any thing but 
a black Train of horrid Enormities and Lxtiava- 
gancies, many of which cannot well be related, 
without receding from the juft Method and Rules 


Gi Hiftrry. 

Commi due for fome Space hearkened to his Fa¬ 
ther’s Friends j but being excited by the Levity 
of F.is Temper, and corrupted by the Example 
ci ids Compa. ions, he in a Ihort time gave him- 
ieif over to all kinds of mean and extravagant 
}•; jdticcs, regarding neither the Flonour of his 
I ..n m nor ti e Dignity of his Office. He open- 
1 \ nunitefted his Eewdncfs and Incontinence, and 
ip e n c a c or.iiuerable part of bis Time in going 
with his Alloc ates to publick Taverns and Infa¬ 
mous Houles, waiting whole Days and Nights 


1 


n t*c 




n'.lngg danguetings, bathings, and molt abo¬ 
minable Luxury His natural Incontinence was 
incredibly i,.turned whh divers kinds of Oynt- 

which he ririt us’d to preferve himlelf 




n« 

ag.inu a Peftilence in It Ay j and thtfe, together 

v. i L h 


Lis boundlefs Inclinations, railed fuch In- 
iatubie Heuts, that he Kept three Hundred Fe¬ 
male;, ani a 3 many Males for deteftable L'fesj 
and, like c. commanded Women to be En- 

iov’d in hu lLnt, and committed lnceft, as he 

did, 
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did, with all his Sifters; exceeding him in pol¬ 
luting the Temples with Whoredoms and Blood : 
Lewdneftes which ought to be camiouily recited, 
yet not wholly pafs’d over. He fomerimcs went- 
about the Markets with finall Wares like a Ped¬ 
lar ; fomedmes he was a Horfe-Courfer, and other- 
times he drove his own Chariot in his Servant’s 
Habit. He eat and drank with Gladiators, pimp’d 
to common Strumpets, and appear’d to be born 
rather for the raoft vile and infamous Ufes, rhan 
for the Government of the World. His mod in¬ 
nocent Recreation and Diverfion, was his Shoot¬ 
ing and Hurling of Darts ; in which and the like 
Exercifes he was expert almoft beyond all Exam¬ 
ple and Belief ; and of thefe Qualities all Writers 
have taken notice, as well as thole of D^mt'mv. 

At a particular Feftival, when great Numbers of 
wild Bealls were appointed to be baited and en¬ 
counter'd, he commanded a Gallery to be made 
round the Amphitheatre, where he could move 
freely and fecurely ; and running with extraordi¬ 
nary Agility and Dexterity, he kill’d mull of tire 
Staggs and Harts that were let loofe, never mif¬ 
fing his Aim, whether it w r as in the Hart, Head, 
or any other parr, his Darts always carrying Death 
along with them. At another Feftival he kill’d 
a Hundred Lions that were let loofe in the Am¬ 
phitheatre } and frequently did the fame to Ti¬ 
mers, Panthers, Ounces, and other fierce Beads, 
ometimes by that means delivering the con- 
lemn’d Aftailants, who were ready to be torn 
n pieces. His admirable Skili in his Bow ap¬ 
pear’d from his killing fuch Numbers of Birds 
lying in the Air • and more particularly having 
irder’d a Hundred Morefco Oftriches to be fet 
tee, he cut off all their Heads in the midft of 
heir fwifteft Motion, by his Arrows headed in 
he fhape of an Half-Moon. Which Inftances 

Z 4. mav 
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many fhew, that this Emperor wanted neither Parts 
nor Abilities to have produced the greateft and 
nobleft A&ions, and to have made his Subjects as 
happy as any of his PredecefTors. But he was 
wholly regard It fs of his People’s Good j and was 
fo carelefs and trifling in the moft ferious Matters, 
that he wrote nothing more than Vale in many 
of his Letters • at the Tame time was fo ferious in 
fight and fhameful Matters, that he caus’d to be 
regiitrcd how often he frequented the Fencing- 
School, with all his Cruelties and Impurities. As 
to his Exercifes, LampriJius tells us, That he en¬ 
counter’d the Gladiators 735 times, whereof 365 
were in his Father’s Reign 

As corrupt Princes generally promote fuch as 
are moft conformable to their Tempers, lb did 
C cwmcdus, who generally chofe thofe for his Go¬ 
vernors of Provinces and Cities as were Compa¬ 
nions in his Vices and Extravagancies 3 only he 
obferved this piece of Policy, that he ufually re¬ 
tain’d their Children as Pledges of their Allegi¬ 
ance and Fidelity. He frequently fold the Go¬ 
vernments of Provinces, parr [of the Money go¬ 
ing to thole who procur’d nim Purchafers, and the 
other part to himfclf. He ,was fo much addi&ed 
to Voiuptuoufnd's, that he fcarce took any Care 
about the Government, leaving all to the Difpofal 
cf a particular Favourite call’d Itrtnnius, whom he 
afterwards made Captain of the Praetorian Cohorts, 
a Perton no lefs notorious for his Avarice and 
Cruelty, than eminent for his Valour and Hardi- 
nels. During the Time of this Man’s Authority 
many unjuft Confifcations and Seizures were made 
and many horrible Cruelties committed j which gavt 
an occation to many confiderable Perfons to torn 
a Confpiracy againft CcmmoJus, among whom hi 
Si Iter i-uc\'da, who envying the Greatnefs of tht 

Emprcfs C rtjpinj, became Alfociate, together wit’r 

hei 
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her Husband Pompeianus. The manner of this Con- 
j (piracy being determin’d, the Charge of the Exe¬ 
cution was given to a Perfon call’d Quintianus, 
tho’ fome fay to Pcmpeianus himfelf, who was firft 

to ftrike the Emperor, and the reft of the Confpi- 
racors to fecond and aftift him. But this open and 
audacious manner of Proceeding fruftrated the De- 
lign 3 for having had fufficient Opportunity of dif- 
parebing him, he infultingly held up his Dagger 
towards Commodtts, fa}ing, Tie Senate Jends thee this , 
which gave fome of the Guards time to feize 
him, before he could ftrike the fatal Blow. This 
caus’d the Difcovery of all his Accomplices, and 

Lucilla , Potnpeianus , Gtuintianus , Quadrants , and 

! the reft of the Gonfpirators were executed, be- 
lides many other Perfons wholly innocent. For 
thofe Words concerning the Senate, fo indifcreetly 
[utter’d, caus’d < ommodus to have an exceeding Jea- 
lotifie and Sufpicion of all the Fathers, which ad¬ 
vantage Pertnnius took, and caus’d many Senators, 
and a great Number of the Nobility to be put to 
Death, and their Eftates feiz’d on, by procuring 
Falfe-witndfes to accul'e them. By which Pra¬ 
ctices Perennius became exceeding rich and power¬ 
ful 3 and well knowing the excellive Luxury and 
NtglcCt of Commodus , he began to endeavour to 
gain the Empire to himfelf, and had made fome 
l'uccefstul Progrefs in that great Attempt : But 
his Defigns foon became apparent to all Men, and 
the multitude of Accusations againft him at laft, 
rouz’d the Emperor from his Lethargy and Blind- 
nefs, fo that both he and his Sons, whom he had 
fent into Illyricum , to draw the Legions to revolr, 
receiv’d the juft Reward for their numerous Vil- 
lanies. 

After the Death of Perennius, the Emperor un¬ 
dertook to repeal many Things that were done 

bp him 3 but continu’d not long in that Regulati¬ 
on, 
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on, purfuing his Pleafures, and fuffering himfelf 
to be govern’d by another Favourite call’d Olean¬ 
der, a Perfon who for Cruelties, Rapines and Bri¬ 
beries, exceeded Ftrennius, He nominated twenty 
five Confuls for one Year, a tiling wholly new 
and furprizing to the City, and chang’d the Frat- 
tc.rian Prefects daily and hourly ; Marti us j^uar- 
tius holding the Place only five Days, Niger but 
fix Hours. Thefe and many other Irregularities, 
occalion’d new Plots and Confpiracies againft the 
Emperor’s Perfon, particularly one Matemus , who 
pradihng all kinds of Robberies, gather’d toge¬ 
ther great Numbers of Banditti and Strangers, and 
making himlelf Commander of a conliderable Ar¬ 
my, wafted G.ud and Spain, and being thence re- 
peli’d, refolv’d to attempt the Empire it fdf. But 
having no hopes of attaining it by Force, be- 
caufe of the People and the Pratonan Cohorts, he 
betook himfeif to Stratagems, and taking advan¬ 
tage from the annual Solemnity kept in Honour of 
the Mother of their Gods, wherein it was lawful 


for Soldiers or any others to imitate Magiftrates 
or their OfEcers, he fent feme of his Soldiers 
privately arm’d to mix themfeives with the Em¬ 
peror’s Guards, and there to affallinate him. But 
his own Party, in hopes of advantage, betray’d 
him, and he and many others were executed. 
Nor long after fuccecded a dreadful Peftilence, 
accompany’d with a Famine , in which, and at 
many other times, Oleander's Carriage and Beha¬ 
viour became fo iniupportable to the People of 
Rem*, that they unanimoutly took up Arms, and 

in a Tumult march’d to a Houle of Pleafure in 


Rome, where the Emperor was, and requir’d to 

have decider s Head. And notwithstanding the 
Emperor’s Guards began to make fome Reliltance, 
yet at length the Torrent became fo violent and 

outragious, that C ommodns was conftrain’d to de¬ 
liver 
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liver him up, though extreamly againft his Incli¬ 
nations ■, and thus Oleander and his two Sons were 
(lain. This Tumult being appeas’d, which Com- 
nm h;s durft not punifh he was fo incenfed, and 

withal fo fufpicious of all Men, that he call off 

all Care of State-A(Fairs, giving ear to every 
Malicious Informer, to the Deltru&ion of many 
innocent Perfons. Within a while, according to 
his accuftomed manner, he futiered himfelt to be 

whofe Name was 


abus’d by another Favourite, 

and afterwards another 


call’d 


Repilius. 

and 


Julian, 

both whom he caus’d to be put to Death, 
like wife many others that fucceeded them. No 
Perfons of Worth were admitted into his Prefence, 
but being ruled by looie and diiiolute Perfons, 
lie fell into the practice of all kinds of Vices and 
Cruelties. 

In Cruelties this Emperor was as exorbitant as 
any of his Fredeceffors, as appears from the Death 
of his Wife Griffin,/, his Father’s Coufin German 
C.ufina, and great Numbers of the molt illuftii- 
ous of the Reman Nubility. He executed many 
innocent Perfons inftead of others who were guil¬ 
ty, permitting Offenders and Criminals to eicape 

for iuoneyj and if any Perfon desired to be re¬ 
venged of an Enemy, by bargaining with Cmmo- 
dus for a certain Sum of Money, he was allowed 
to in Hi a Death, or any other Punifh ment. He 
commanded a Perfon to be caff to wild he alts, on- 

the Life Ot Caligula in Suetonius, 
becaufe he had the fame Birth-Day himfelf ■ and 
commanded anothet to be thrown into a burning 
Furnace , for accidentally hearing his Bath too 
warm. W’e are told feveral Inftanccs of his Cru¬ 
elties very odd and monltrous; particularly he cut 
a fat Man off at the middle of his Belly, Only 
that he might fee his Entrails drop out fuddenly ; 
lid he jokingly call’d thofe Perfons Momfcdh and 

Lujcinii , 


!y 


for reading 
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Lufcinii, whom he had deprived of a Foot or an 
Eye. He caufed the Priefts of Ifu to beat their 
Breads with Pine-Apples, to the Danger of their 
Bodies; charged BeUona’s Worfhippers to cut 08 
their Arm in reality ; and ftained the Service oi 
Mithras with real Homicide. He imitated Chy. 
rurgions in letting Blood, and Barbers in Trim¬ 
ming, under which Pretence he cut off Ears and 
Nofes: Wherefore his Jeaioufie of all Men was 
fuch, that he was obliged to be his own Barber, 
Thus can monftrous Tyrants play with the Tor- 
menrs and Blood of their Fellow-Creatures: But 
in the midft of all his various Cruelties, the Chri . 
fiians happily efcaped Perfecution, and had a grea¬ 
ter breathing-time than in any of the latter 
Reigns; and Dion tells us this was by the Media¬ 
tion of this Emperor’s beloved Concubine March, 
who favoured their Do&rine. We hear of fcarce 
any Martyrs in his Reign, befides Apollonius a No¬ 
ble Man of Rome and a Senator, who pleading his 
own and the Cbriflians Caufe in open Senate, was 
executed, and likewife his Accruer. This hap- 
[A- D. pend in the eighth Year of this Reign ; in the fol- 
188. lowing Year the Capitol was burnt by Lightning, 

which likewife deltroyed the adjacent Buildings, 
and particularly the famous Libraries, which had 
coft the Antients fo much care to colleft. Not 
long after another Fire broke out, in which the 
£ Temple of Pejla, the Palace, and a conliderable 

Part of the City were unhappily burnt to the 
Ground, which Accident as the People accounted 
it an ill Omen, fo they laid the Guilt upon him, 
well know ing his ill Pra&ices, which he feldom 
ftrove to conceal. 

This Emperor now wallowing in all Kinds ot 
Excefs and Luxury, and all Kinds of fenfelefs 
Fooleries, he fell into new and unheard of Extra¬ 
vagancies, fo as to reject his Father’? Narne, and 

infteatj 
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i.nftead of Commodus the Son of Antoninus , he com¬ 
manded himfelf to be {tiled Hercules the Son of Ju¬ 
piter ; and accordingly he forfook the Roman and 
Imperial Habit, and in a ridiculous manner clad 
himfelf in a Lion’s Skin, and carry’d about a great 
Club in his Hand. With this ftrange Habit he 
appear’d in all Places, fo that he became the Deri- 
lion of fome, and caus’d the Indignation of others : 

And that he might throughly imitate Hercules in 
deftroying of Giants and Monfters, he gathered to¬ 
gether all the poor fick Men and Cripples of Rome ; 
then ordering fome what to be ty’d to their Knees, 
like the Feet of Dragons, fuch as the Poets feigned 
the Giants to have had, he gave them Sponges to 
throw at him in Head of Stones, and fell furioufly 
among ’em, and killed them all with his Club, as 
Dion allures us. He not only aflumed the Habit 
of Hercules , but afterwards he took upon him that 
of an Amazon Woman, which was mod correfpon- 
dent to that of his Life and Adtions; and this 
he did in Honour of his principal Concubine Mar¬ 
cia, whofe Pidture he publickly wore upon that 
Habit. So to the former Title of Hercules , he ad¬ 
ded Amazonian and Conqueror } Rome be ftiled Im¬ 
mortal and Fortunate 3 and the World, his Colony. 

He commanded many Statues of himfelf to be 
eredted throughout the City, and one before the 
Senate-Houfe, in form of an Archer ready to 
(hoot; that his very Images might ftrike Terror 
into the Beholders. He likewife caufed the Head 
of a vaft Colojjus to be taken off, and that of his 

own Statue, which bore no Proportion to it, to 

be placed in the room of it j and as his Pride was 
without Bounds, fo he caufed the Months Augujl 

and September , to be Called Commodus and Hercu¬ 
les ; and gave Names to the other Months, which, 
were oblerved no longer than he reigned. He fo 
much affedled Applaulesand magoificentTitles, that 

he 




The (Roman Htjlory. Book I 

he fenr a Letter to the Senate with this Stile. I n , 

perator C/efar , Lucius , zA.lius, Aurelius, Cemmodu 
Antoninus, Auguftus, Pius, Fcdix, Sarmaticus , Get 
mantcus. Mm min us, Britannicus , Pacator Orbis 7 ej 
rarum, InviSus, Romanus Hercules , Pcntifex Maxirmi 
Tribunitia Potefiate XVII. Imperator, VIII. Conful VI] 

Pater Patrice, &C. 

During the time ofthefe numerous Irregalaritie 
in the City, Ulpius Marcellas the Emperor’s Lieu 
tenant in Britain * was very fuccefsful in compolins 
the Diihurbances in thofe Parts j and after man; 
excellent Services, was ungratefully removed am 

difeharged by this Tyrant. Some other Lieutenant 

•were fortunate againlt the Moors and Dacians, am 
in having Pannoni , and Germany from being tun 

from the Empire by their own Inhabitants j Bu 
of thefe Actions we have no particular Accoun 
in the Roman Authors j we have only an imme 
thodical Narration of the Enormities and Extra 
vagancies of this Emperor, which continually err 
creas’d and abounded with his Years. One Daj 
at a publick Solemnity, fancying hiinfelf derided 
by the People, his impious Rage fo far tranlported 
him as he gave Orders to malTacre all the Multi¬ 
tude then prefent, and to burn the City j which 
had been executed, but his Captain of the Guard; 
deterred him from it. He became now fo mad. 
as he refolved ro forfake his Palace, and live in 
a Fencing-School 3 and being at laid weary of the 
Name of Hercules, he affumed the Name of a fa¬ 
mous Gladiator deceas’d. His Actions now ren¬ 
der’d him odious and infupportable to the State, 
and likewife ridiculous and contemptible to the 
People. At length at the Feaft of Janus, refolving 
-to iifue out of the Fencing-School, not as Empe¬ 
ror, but as a common Olaaiator to fence naked be¬ 
fore the People, it haftened and procured his End. 
■For this ftrange Refolurion being known to his 

Friends, 
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Friends, his beloved Marcia , his General Latus , 
and his Chamberlain ElcBus , endeavour’d by all 
Arguments and Entreaties, to divert him from fo 
mean and difhonourable a Defign. But being in¬ 
cens’d with them, he commanded them to depart, 
and retiring into Iris Bed-chamber at Noon, to re- 
pofe himfclf according to his Cuftom, where in 
a Roll or Book, he wrote down the Names of 
thefe three Perfons, dooming them to Death that 
Night. After thefe follow’d the Names of a great 
number of Senators, the Eftates of whom he de- 
lign’d to diftribute among the Gladiators and Sol¬ 
diers, to purchafe Mirth and Jollity from the for¬ 
mer, and Defence and Security from the latter. 

Being thus finilh’d, he laid the Writing upon his 
Bed, not fufpe&ing any durft enter his Chamber 3 
but a little Boy, whom he palfionately lov’d, while 
he was bathing himfelf, innocently took up the 
Writing to play with 3 and going forth, w f as met 
by Marcia , who took it from him, believing it a 
| Matter of another Nature. Viewing of it, and 
finding the fatal Contents, fhe immediately dif- 
cover’d to Latus and ElcBus the greatnels of their 
Danger, who readily refolv’d to purchafe their 
own Security by the Tyrant’s Death, and con¬ 
cluded it molt proper to difpatch him by Povfon, 
which was i'peedily adminiftred by the Hands of 
Marcia her felf. This immediately call him into 
a heavy Slumber 3 and Marcia to conceal the Fadt, 
caus’d the Company to retire, under pretence of 
allowing him Reft 3 but rinding him awake foon 
after, and taken with a violent Vomiting, the and 
the reft of the Confpirators, greatly fearing he 
(liould call up his Poyfon, haftily call’d in a itouc 
young Man, call’d Narcijjin , fhewing him the Wri¬ 
ting, and his own Name among the reft, making ^Death 
alto large Promifes of Rewards if he would iiru 
niccliately difpatch him. Narcljjks boldly under mo us ’ 

took 
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took it, and fo this wretched Monfter vomiting, 
and grievoufly tormented with Poyfon, was ftran- 
gled and ilain By his neareft Friends. This was the 
miferabie End of Commodus the eighteenth Emperor 
of Rome , in the thirty firft Year of his Age, after 
an impious Reign of twelve Years, nine Months, 
and fourteen Days; a Prince, as Lampridius fays, 
who liv'd only for his Subjects Mifchief and his own 

Shame j ana as he mofir refembled Domitian in his 
Life and Attions, fo likewife in his violent Death, 
which a bloody Tyrant feldom or never mifles. In 
him the esilian together with the Aunlian Family 
were extinguifhed, as the Julian was in Nero, and 
the Vefpafian in Domitian j and all three byMon- 
fters of Mankind. His Death happen’d U. C. 94.5;. 
A. D. 191. And after this the Roman Empire, through | 
his means, was involy’d in greater Mileries and Af¬ 
flictions than ever it was before. 

II. The Confpirators perform’d their fatal Bull- 
nefs with all imaginable Secrecy and Expedition; 
and immediately convey’d the dead Body con- 
fufedly wrapt up in mean Clothes through the 
Guards, moft of which were either fleeping or 
drunk. And tho’ they aim’d only at their own 
Safety, not Sovereignty, yet they took care to 
provide a SuccelTor before his Death /hould be re¬ 
veal’d , therefore the fame Night they all fpeedily 
repair’d to the Houfe of Helvius Pertinax , a re- 
nown’d Perfon, who by his Merits alone had rais’d 
himfelf to the higheft Dignities3 but had now 
retir’d himfelf, every Day expetting to fall a Sacri¬ 
fice to the Tyrant’s Humours. This valiant Man 
being afieep in his Bed, at Midnight was rous’d 
with the hafty Entrance of Latus and others, with 
feveral Soldiers, which confirm’d his former Suf- 
picions, and now affur’d himlelf of nothing but 
Death by the Commands of Ccmmodus 3 and rc- 

folving 
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folving to fuffer all Misfortunes with rhe Patience 
and Courage of a Roman , he laid unmoved, and 
Vl/ithouc any lhew of Fear, told Lastus, That for ma¬ 
ny Hays be bad expected to end his Lift in this Man¬ 
ner, marvelling that the Emperor had defer/d it fo 
long ’/ therefore he bad him, Strike -without any fur¬ 
ther Delays. Lastas, almoft as much iurpriz’d as 

Pertinax, perfwaded him to Lay a fide all Fear and 
Sufpicicn, fince'tbe Tyrant Commodus was dead', and 
they came purpofely to offer the Empire to Him, as the 
only Ter [on in the City, that was worthy of fo high a 

Dignity. Pertinax , Hill more confounded, was in 
fear of fome further Treachery 3 but the Matter be¬ 
ing declar’d to him as large, and the real Induce¬ 
ments they had to allallinate the Emperor, he ac¬ 
cepted of their Offer j and was immediately carry'd 
by them to the Camp of the Vrastcrian Cohorts ; 
Where the Soldiers being aifcmbled, Last us their 
Captain made a fet Speech to them, Mcnifefting 

the horrible Vices and Enormities of Commodus, who 
hy red fen of his Luxury and Excijs, was new dead 
cf an Apoplexy j and enumerating the many Verities 
and Excellencies of Pertinax, incited them to make 
him Emperor, as the mofl worthy (nrviz’ing Pcr- 

fon. The Soldiers, believing the Death of Com - 
modus to be natural and accidental, readily com- 

ply’d, made Pertinax Emperor, call’d him Augujlus, 

and took their Oaths to him as the Cufrom was. 

But Pertinax accepted of all thefe Honours with 
Unwiilingnefs and Concern 3 for he found Ire was 
to fucceed a Tyrant, who by his Difordcrs had fo 
impoveri/hed the State, and render’d the Praetorian 
Soldiers fo extreamly licentious, that he could not 
pollibly ufe neceflary Remedies without incurring 
a publick Odium. 

Thefe Ceremonies being fpeedily finish’d, and 
the Day approaching, the Soldiers brought him in¬ 
to the City, where they found the People rumul- 

A a tuoufly 
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tuoufly running about the Streets, crying and cal- 
ing to one another, with all the imaginable Tokens 
of Joy and SatisfaSion; fome haftning to the 
Temples to return Thanks to their Gods for the 
great Benefit of removing fuch a Tyrant, as Com- 
modus , and others to the Palace to be affured of 
the Truth, and to view his dead Carcafs. The 
Senate likewife was immediately aflemblcd, where 
appear’d greater Tranfporrs than among the People, 
and accompany’d with fuch ^an infinite number of 


Curfes 
They 


as are fcarce credible. 




cn Enemy to tbe Gods , an Enemy to bis Country , 
an Enemy to cR Mankind, end a Peft of the World , 
•iverfe then Domitian and Kero } commanded. That 
be Should rot tn tbe Dungbil y and alfo deftroy’d his 
Statues, abolilhed his very Memory, and offer’d all 
imaginable Indignities to his Fame. In the mean 
time the Soldiers repar’d with their new Empe¬ 
ror Vert in ax to the Senate-Houfe, who unwilling¬ 
ly permitted them to bear the Imperial Enfigns 
before him, till the Senate had 2greed, and given 
their Content. Upon his fifft Entrance into the 
Houfe, the Senators unanimoufly faluted Efim 

' Emperor , and Crefer yiugujlus ; and with numerous 

Acclamations and Blelimgs, fwore and yielded 
him Obedience : Which he with great Modefty 

vithfioed, urging bis Injufficiency and Unwortbinejs , 
a Hedging bis declining Tears , and nominating ft 
libers vhens be judged mere prefer for Jo _ 

OJJice end Dignity. Bur at length being vanquifh’d 
by their Importunities, he yielded, and luting down 
on the Imperial Chair, he there made a folemn 
Oration to the Senate} which being finifhed, he 

went forth from the Senate-Koufe, accompany’d 


high 


an 


with the whole Body 
Nobility, with infinit 


went 
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went to the Temples, according to the ufual 
Cuftom, and from thence to the Imperial Palace. 

The fame Day his Wife Flavin Titiana was de¬ 
clared Emprefs $ and Captolinus obferves, that he 
was the firft Emperor that ever received the Title 

of Pater Patrice, the Proconfular , and Tribunitian 

Powers, with the Right of a fourth Reference 
in the firft Day of his Reign. He was ftordy af¬ 
ter acknowledged as Emperor in all the feveral 
Provinces, where his Merits were well known ; and 
began his Reign to the univerfal Satisfaction of the 
whole Empire. 

Pertinax was now in the 68 tb or 69th Year of 
his Age, when he arrived at the Empire, and be¬ 
fore this Advancement had paffed through many 
ftrange Changes of Fortune. He was of very 
mean Extraction, being but the Son of an infran- 
chis’d Slave called zAblius, who only gave him fo 
much Learning as qualify’d him for his poor Mer¬ 
cery-Shop, which foon after improved him fo far as 
to become a School-Mafter in the City. After 
which he ftudy’d the Law, and by the Afliftance 
of Avitus, a Confular Perfon, he obtained Liberty 
to plead in publick; but being a Man of Courage, 
and infpired, with a martial Warmth, in the Reign 
oi Antoninus Pius, he took Arms ; in which his be¬ 
haviour was fuch, that in a few Days he was made 
Captain of a Cohort in Syria againft the Parthi- 
ms: And increafing in Reputation, he was fent 
into Britain , and after that into Mxfia. In the 
Reign of Antoninus Philofopbus , he was made a 
Captain of Horfe againft the Germans , and after 
that Admiral of a Fleet in the German Ocean, 
from whence he was removed to the Wars in Da¬ 
cia, where through finifter Informations, Antoninus 
deprived him of his Charge, but through the Inter- 
celfion of thar Emperor’s Son-in-Law Pompianus, 
he afterwards was made a Senator, and /ikewife 

A a z Colonel 
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Colonel of a Legion to recom pence his former Dif- 
grace. After which he performed fnch excellent 
Services again it the Baibarons Nations, and againft 

C.:jp his Rebellion, that Ant znlr.v. s openly 

plauded him, and made him Conful3 and like- 
wife gave him the Governments of both the Mae fit s 
and Did.-, removing him ufterwaids to the Go- 

the moth advantace- 


P- 


/ - _ 
jT n- 


in 


the Reign ot Com- 

was 


vern merits ot a net 

cus Charges in the Empire. 
r:\uts, by the Tnfiigation of a Favourite, he 
banilVd by that wicked Prince 3 but being after¬ 
wards recalled, he was tent into Britain to reform 
the Abides of the Army, where by the Mutinies 
of the Legions, he was left for Dead among many 
others that were tlain ; but efcaping that Danger, 
he fcvtrelv panifhtd the Offenders, and happily 
eftabihh’d Regularity and good Order. From thence 
he was removed to the Province of Afi-icL where 


he was likcwifein great Danger by the Mutinies 
and Seditions of the Ordinary Legions- for in this 
Reign ail things were in Difordcr 3 and had not the 
extraordinary Care and Diligence of i eriinax and 
fame few others preterved the Provinces, the Em¬ 
pire had been expoled to the greateft Hazards. Re¬ 
moving from Pert hi.ix declining in Years, 


betook himfclf to 


a retired Lite, though Cm- 


medu, made him Pr.rLm of the Citv 3 and in this 

J J S 

Condition he was unexpectedly made Emperor; 
being a Prince not branded for any remarkable 
Vice, but Avarice, which was one Caufe of his 

Ruin. 


Th 


f.rft Thing he attempted in the Govern 


ment of the State, was the Reftraining of the Lh 
eentioulneis of the Pratcrlm Cohorts, and put¬ 
ting a Stop to the Infolencies and Injuries they 
committed againit the People and Citizens of 
Rcnu 3 in which they were encouraged by the look 
Life and Protection of Cumnodus, whom they al¬ 
ii lied 
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filled in ali Emergencies. He hnnifhcd Promoters 

and Informers who again had crept into the Sta 

and regulated many other Abu 1 '. ■ and Difoniurs, 
which were tolerated in this time • fecking to re¬ 
duce all Things to that Form and Manner of Go¬ 
vernment, which was tiled in the Reigns of rhe 
two Ant calves. He expos’d to Sale all the valuable 
Goods and Furniture that Cimw . ! left behind 
him in rhe Palace • but all fuch as that Tyrant had 
unjuftly taken away from others, he commanded 
to be reftor’d to the legal Owners, for which they 
were to pay fome fmali Conlideration in Ex¬ 
change. He permitted his Game not to be (lamp’d 
on the peculiar Goods of the Emperor’s, laying 

That their Propriety bdonned to the State hi general ; 

and fo he accounted all Rich as were called by the 
Name of Crown Tim's. He enabled, That all the 
wafte Ground in Italy , and other Provinces tho* 
of the Emperor’s DemcT’n, fhoald be improved, 
and freely given to inch as would manure and 

cultivate it; to which Parpole, lie granted to 

Husband-men ten Years immunity from all Taxes, 
and Security from all further Moldtation during 
his Reign. He remitted all Tolls and Imports laid 
upon banks of Rivers, Harbours and publick 
Ways, to raife Funds to fupport the Extravagan¬ 
cies of Tyrants, and reftored them to their an¬ 
cient Freedom. He fold mod of the Buffoons and 
Jefters of Commodns, el’pecially fuch as had obfcenc 
Names, and railed confiderablc Sums; and alio 
exacted a drift Account of all thole Servants to 
whom that Emperor had been profule in his Do¬ 
natives. He entertained all Men honourably and 
courteoufly; who had any Affairs to negotiate 
with him ; with which and many oilier laudable 
Aftions this good Prince lb gained the Hearts and 
Affeftions of the Senate and Citizens, that they all 
accounted themfelves happy in having fo worthy an 




Empe- 



ory. Book II. 

Emperor: Upon which Account, befides the ho¬ 
nourable Titles given to Him in particular, the 
Senate intituled his Son Cafar , and to his Emprefs 
Titiana was added the Name of Augufta. He ac¬ 
cepted of the latter upon the Account of his 
Wife’s Merits} but refufed the former, left he fhould 
be corrupted, deferring that Honour till he might 
deferveit; and by reaibn of his Youth he would 
not admit him into the Court, hecaufed him to 
lead a private Life. He continually frequented 
the Senate as often as it fare; and in his Palace 
he never refufed to give Audience to any Perfon, 
and at any Time. His great Error was Covetouf- 
nefs, which was moft apparent in his Table , and 
there, according to the Inftances which Capitoli¬ 
nas brings, he was penurious to a moft fordid De¬ 
gree 5 which was almoft the only abhorred Vice in 
thefe iicentious and degenerate Times. And That 
t’nar w as the greateft Reflection upon him, was his 
iinkiug nine Years Arrears which were due from 
the Exchequer to the Alms-Children of Trajan’s E- 
ftablifhmenr. 

In this fhort Reign Pertinax w T as very fuccefsful 
and piofperous in his Affairs abroad ; for as foon 
as the barbarous Nations and Enemies to the Ro¬ 
man Empire had certain Intelligence that he was 
made Emperor, they immediately laid down their 
Arms, well knowing the Difference of this and 
the former Emperor} and many fent Ambaffa- 
dors to him to treat of Peace and Alliance, 
though feveral of them came after his Death. 
So that his Aaminiftration, as aforefaid, was to 

the general Satisfaction of all Men, except the 
Pretorian Soldiers, who had been fo abominably 
corrupted in the laft Reign, as they could not buf¬ 
fer any Appearance of Vertue: Therefore they 
boon began to hate him for his ftriCt Difcipline 
and Regulations, his Reftraining of their former 

Riots, 
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Riots, Abufes, and Outrage 1 ;, and particularly for 
his fhort Donatives and Diftriburions ; for which 
Reafons he was likewile diHiked by the Officers and 
Minifters of the Imperial Palace, who were no Id's 
corrupted than the other. The Impudence and Au- 

dacioufnefs of the Soldiers encaafcd to that De- 

; 

gree, that they feiz’d upon a Senator of a noble and 
ancient Houfe call’d Mater-,ms, and endeavoured to 
carry him to the Camp and make him Emperor in 

Oppofition to Pert'max ; but Mai emus being a faith¬ 
ful and loyal Subjedt, deaping out of their Hands, 

fled firft to the Emperor, and then from the Ciry. 

This bold Aft ion of the Soldiers drove Pertinax in¬ 
to great Straits; but at prelent to quiet and pa¬ 
cify them, he made feme new Diftriburions amongft 
them 5 but all was inluilicicnc to remove the un¬ 
juft Prejudices they had taken again!! him. Perti¬ 
nax had proceeded lb in many kinds of Regula¬ 
tions, that in a fhort Time the State of the Em¬ 
pire feem’d ro be changed; but he wanted a fuf- 
ficienc Force to fupprefs the Infolencies of the Sol¬ 
diers, who now having a Sufpicion, if not a cer¬ 
tain Knowledge of the Murder of their beloved 
Matter Commodus , became more inveterate againft 
the prefent Government. And- not long after their 
Difappointment by Mat emus , by their Incourage- 
ment, a Senator call’d Video afpir’d to the Empire, 
but was foon difeovered to the Senate, who offered 
to fentence him to Death ; but notwithftanding 
the Offence was apparent, and the Evidences in- 
difputable, the Emperor pardoned him, faying, 

God forbid , that during my Reign any Senator (hoaid 
be put to Death , tho ’ dejer r uedly : But Jllftice was 
done upon fome of the chief Abettors, which fo 
exafperated the reft of the Soldiers, whofe Hatred 
and Prefumption daily encreafed, that they unani- 

moufly refolved, not to ufe any iecret Confpira- 

A a 4 cies 
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cies and private Contrivances for the future, but 
in an open hoftile Manner to attack the Empe¬ 
ror in his Palace. In order to which, a confide- 
rable Body of them was drawn out, who, in a tu¬ 
multuous March pafs’d the Streets of Rome with 
drawn Swords, Halberts, and other Weapons; and 
as their Motion was fudden and impetuous, they 
entered the very Palace without any Oppofuion or 
Reliftance. 

The Emperor being advertis’d of this, in great 
Hafte fent L<ctus to Item this furious Torrent, who, 
forgetting that he had made Ttrtinax Emperor, was 
very negligent in performing his Commands; but 
being, according to fome, a Promoter of the Se- 
dicion, fpcedily retir’d to his own Lodging, juft 
as the Soldiers entered the Palace, were, by rea- 
fen of the Confufion of the Emperor’s Servants, and 
the Suddcnnefs of the Storm, no Refiftance could 
be mace. It ftrook fo great a- Terror in all Per- 
ion.', that the greateft part of the Attendants aban¬ 
don’d the Emperor and fled ; and thofe who re¬ 
main’d, earncftly prefs’dthe Emperor to fly,fhewing 

him, How er.Jj it wa, to efcape to the Body of the Peo - 
+ who would undoubtedly defend him. But IlOt- 

v.ithltanding he was fatisfy’d of the Reafon and 
Truth ot their Perfwafions, he wholly refufed to fol¬ 
low their Counfcl, aliedging, lhat to fave his Life 

by Flight , was unworthy of bis Imperial Dignity , and 

all his p.:jl Aclitns ■ and thereupon refolv’d to go 
forth, and face the Rebels in Perfon, conceiving, 

that his Prefence alone would fhame and confound 

# • 

them, and caufe them to return. And this Opinion 
prov’d not wholly groundlefs; for coming uncon¬ 
cernedly as it were, and approaching them in the 
Court, they all made a Hand, and gave him time 
to fpcak to them, which he did with great Courage, 
without any Shew of Alteration ; firit asking them, 

Tibat might be the Qccafton of their coming in fucb a 

tumultuous 
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Uimultucus and difrefpettful Manner ? Then without 
any Appearance of Fear or Affectation, and with 
a Gravity and Authority anfwerable to the Dignity 
of his Perfon, he fpoke to them after this Manner. 

Soldiers and Companions, if you comt to ajjajfmate 

me , and put thvjt fatal Purpofes in Execution , you will 
yerfcrm an AH neither valiant or honourable on your 
Part , nor grievous or unwelcome on mine j having 
keen fufficitntly ripen d for Death , both by my Age and 
Troubles , as well as by my Fame and Renown . But 
as for you , whofe Charge it is to guard and defend 
ycur Emperor from all Vtrills and Treajcns' y for you to 
iflr Violence to him, as it is ?nofl dangerous to your 
Verfons , Jo it is no Lj< fatal to your Memories , which 
will become fo cdicus, that no Tirac can wear off 

the Stains } efpecially face your Prince s yiBicns have 

ken fo ju(l and equitable. If the Death of Com- 

modus offend you , why do ycu refine at the Laws 
of Nature ? If ycu fu(pecl him murder'd, you all can 
tejlify my Innocence ; Jo if there he any Treachery , it 
con urns the ABors not me. But 1 af'ure you , that by 
reafon of his Death nothing jufl and necejjr.ry jhall be 
token from ycu , nor nothing reafcnahle and praBicable 
fall be deny d you ; provided you require it without Force 
and Violence. 

This Speech exacted a kind of Reverence from 
his Hearers, and many of the Company, being 
mov’d by his Words and Majefty, began to change 
their Intentions, and to depart; but the Fury and 
Violence of thofe behind forc’d them forwards, fo 
that they could neither retreat, nor defend the Em¬ 
peror. In the midft of this Confufion. Thaufius, 
a Tungrian , wounded Pertinax on the Breaft with 
a Launce, faying, The Soldiers Jend you this. Per- 
tinax perceiving their Defign, he pray’d to jfx- 
piter ZJltor, cover’d his Head with his Robe, and The Death 
fynk with the Wounds he received from feveral.«/ Peru* 
tleBus , and fome other of his Servants, who en- H8JC * 

deavour’d 
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deavour’d to defend him, were likewife ilain, after 
they had caus’d forne Bloodfhed themfelves, only a 
Son and a Daughter of the Emperor’s efcap’d, who 
were not lodged in the Palace. This was the unfor¬ 
tunate and much lamented Death of Helvius Peru- 
•nax , the nineteenth Emperor of Rome , after a 
fliort Reign of only three Months and one Day ; 
One who from the Meaneft became the Greateft; 
and from the uncommon Variety of his SucceiTes, 
was termed the Tennis-Ball of Fortune ; and One who 
did many worthy Ats in his fhort Reign ; but was 
deftroyed by his Avarice, and his too hafty a Re¬ 
formation of a corrupted State. But rhefe, and ma¬ 
ny fucceeding Calamities, are by Writers juftly at¬ 
tributed to the ill Condudl of the former Emperor 
Commcdus, who had introduc’d fuch numerous Cor¬ 
ruptions, as were futficient to fet the World on 
Flames, and to produce the worft kinds of Diflen- 
tions and Diftra&ions • and in that Tyrant’s Reign 
alone we are allured, that the whole State of the 
Roman Empire was changed from the golden to the 
iron Age: Which may ferve for a Confirmation of 
that important Truth, “ That Princes can caufe 
greater Mifchiefs after their Deaths, than they 
“ can poflibly do while they live. Pertinax dy’d 
in the 9 + 6 tb Year of the City, zij after the Settle¬ 
ment of the Empire by Augufius, 193 after our Sa¬ 
viour’s Nativity, iia after the Definition of Je- 
rufalem by and 97 after the laft of the 

Twelve Cafars, which preceded the moft remark¬ 
able Change that ever before happened in the Ro¬ 
man Empire. 
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CHAP. IV. 

\ 

from the Death of Pektin\x, to the Death of 
Alexander, the Twenty fifth Emperor-, when 
the Empire was firft transferrd without the 
Confent of the Senate. 

Containing the Space of about 42 TEARS. 

II. HP HE ftrange and fudden Death of Rertinax 

was a Matter of great Concern and Won¬ 
der to all Men • and was lb much the more f'ur- 

pvizing to find a Roman Emperor of greater Power 

ithority than any other Prince in the World, 
who peaceably commanded fo many Kingdoms, 
Provinces and Armies, to be in the midft of his 
wn Metropolitan City and Palace in a Hoftile 
rlanner, deltroy’d by a few Soldiers, not exceed¬ 
ing the number of three hundred. The Citizens 
ere all in a great Confufion, running armed a- 
out the Streets with the molt imaginable Wrath 
nd Fury, but came too late either to fave the 
mperor, or to revenge his Death : For the Soldiers, 
vho committed this Villany, 

'recipitation, and getting out of the City to the 
left of their Companions, they txpeditioully fora¬ 
y'd the Camp with Ramparts and Trenches, ex-, 
efting to be attacked in a fhort time. But the 
itizens wanted either the Courage or Conduct 
0 purfue them ; and the Senators and Noblemen 
tvere fo far from effe&ing any thing, that lbme 
forcify’d themfelves in their Houlbs, and others 
aftily rid to their Caftles and Eftates in the Coun¬ 
ty, not judging themfelves lafc in the City. 

Two 


retired with great 
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Two Days having pafs’d in this manner, the Tratc- 
r\an Soldiers finding no Perfon dare attack them, 
became more and more infolent, and proceeded to 
an unheard of Piece of Impudence : For fome of 
them (landing upon the Ramparts of the Camp, with 
a loud Voice made Proclamation, That they wouU 
difpcfe of the Empire to whomsoever would pure ha Je it, 
end give mcfl for it. This Sale was immediately 
publilhed in all Parts of the City 3 but partly by 
reafon of the Scandal and Odium of this Proclama¬ 
tion, and partly by reafon of the few rich Perfons 
left in Rome by Ccmmodus , there were but two Mer¬ 
chants found to attempt this Purchafe, who were 
Sulpician and Julian. The former was a Confular 
Perfon, Prefect of the City, and Son-in-iaw to the 
late Emperor Fertinax 3 and the latter was likewife 
a Confular Perfon, a great Lawyer, and the wealthi- 
eft Man in the City. 

When the Proclamation was firft publifhed in the 
City, Julian , with his Wife and Daughter, were 
then entertaining fome Friends at a Dinner, and in 
the Height of their Mirth and Jollity, he w r as coun- 
felled by the reft, (ince he had more ready Mo¬ 
ney than any other in Rome, Not to lofe the 0 it- 

port unity of fo r.ob'.e a Purchafe , and Jo valuable a jfevtt 
as the Roman Empire was , but to go immediately ft 
the Camp , and bargain with the Soldiers to ebuje hint 

Emperor. Julian being ravifhed with the dazling 
Profpedts of Rule and Empire, immediately arofe 
from the Table, and haftned to the Camp, where 
he found Sulpician arrived before him, follicitirr 
the Soldiers to make him Emperor , promilin 
them a large Sum of Money, with many other 
Favours and Rewards: And the only Impediment 
was his being Son-in-Law to Fertinax , whom they 
had llain, therefore they ftood in fome Fear 0 
him. Their Sulpicions were increafed by the Inj 
Imitations of Julian , who with great Earneftnel 

advif 
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advis’d them, To beware of chafing One, who when he 
had Opportunity, would undoubtedly revenge the Death 
oj'Pertinaxj and further promis’d them an immenfe 
Sum of Money, which he had in readinefs , which fltould 
he immediately produced, and divided amongfl them j 
and that he would reflore all things to the fame Order 
and Form that they were in when Commodus was 
murder'd. Thefe infamous Propofals were at laft 
accepted by the Soldiers, and Julian with Ladders 
received into the Fortifications, where they lwore 
Obedience to him, and acknowledged him as Em¬ 
peror. Then performing the ordinary Ceremonies 
and Sacrifices, he entered the City, accompanied 
with the whole Body of the Praetorian Cohorts, 
which confifted of about Ten Thoufand, all rang’d 
infuch Order, as if they were going to Battle j for 
they much fufpe&ed the People. As Julian enter’d 
the City, the Soldiers with their drawn Swords, and 
many Acclamations, proclaim’d him Emperor j but 
the Citizens, though they durft make no Refiftance, 
refus’d to approve of the Election, according to 
Cuftom, andcurfed him, and threw Stones at him. 
Being conduced to the Senate-Houfe, to the Sena¬ 
tors then prefent, he made a remarkable Speech to 

this Effect, You want an Emperor, and I am the fittefi J 

F erf on you can chufe. Which Speech being back’d ” 

with fo many Soldiers, caus’d the Senate to ad- ? 
mit and acknowledge him for Emperor, and like- 
wife to difplace Sulpician and to make Julian's Son- 
in-Law, Repantinus , Praifed: of the City, Thus 
was the greateft and molt glorious Empire on this 
fide Heaven, which had colt the belt blood in the 
World to eftablifh, ftamcfully expos’d to publick 
Sale, and purchas’d by a Sum Ids than a Million of 
our Money. 

Didius Julian was Grandfon to the famous 
Lawyer of that Name, who compos’d the perpe¬ 
tual Ldid in the Reign of Adrian , and had pai's’d 

thiough 
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through many coniiderable Offices, both Military 
and Civil3 and now declining in Years, in the 
57th Year of his Age, he had lived retiredly in 
Rent to enioy the Benefit of his former Toils, and 
make the bell: of his great Riches which he had 
feraped together In thefe Circumftances he began 
his Reign 3 and as though the Empire had defend* 
ed to him by right ot Inheritance, and he had 
gained the Hearts of all his Subjects, he gave him- 
lelf up to Eafe and Inactivity, and ffiewed himfclf 
extrcamly negligent and regardlefs of the trouble- 
fome Affairs of the Publick. And notwithftanding 
he was mild and affable, and did no Injury, or 
fhewed any Cruelty while he reigned, yet he foon 
contracted the Hatred of the Soldiers by his back- 
wardnefs in performing his feveral Promifes. The 
Money promis’d proved exceeding prejudicial to 
the Empire 3 for from this Occahon and Begin¬ 
ning, the Soldiers grew daily more audacious and 
regardlefs of their Prince 3 fo that their Covetouf- 
nets and Contempt of their Emperor’s encreafing, 
frequently ended in ihedding of their Blood, in 
hopes of a greater Advantage from the next Suc- 
cellor. But what added to their Hatred of the Em¬ 
peror, was his own particular Avarice and Penu- 
rioulnefs, which Sp.irti.rn tells us was fo remarka¬ 
ble, that he often iupped only of Pulfe and Herbs; 
and if any had fent him a Pig or Hare, he made 
it ferve for three Days. The People of Rome con¬ 
tinually hated him, becaufe he w r as chofen and 
made Emperor by the very Murderers of Pertinax, 
whom all loved and admired 3 and they were of 
Opinion that he was accefl'ary to his Death, often 

declaring, Tb.it be bad pole \hi Empire. So that 
whenever he went out of his Palace, the People 
openly poured out their Imprecations againft him, 
which he patiently endur’d, fomecimes with Smiles, 
beckoning with his Hand for them to come to 
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him, and making (hew of great Love and Affe¬ 
ction towards them. But thefe ACts of Courtefie 
would avail nothing, but rather increafed their 
Hatred j fo that (landing at a publick Time to 
behold certain Games and Sports, the People una- 
nimoufly proclaimed Precennim Niger, Emperor, 
who was then Governour of Syria, imploring his 
diftant Affiftance to procure them Liberty j for 
all which Infolencies Julian (hewed no great Con¬ 
cern. 


The Peoples Hatred of Julian, and their ex¬ 
ceeding Delire of a Change, gave Niger then in 
Sp-ia, a fair Opportunity of promoting his own 
lntereft, which he did not doubt to eftvCt, being a 
Perfon of Years and Reputation, and one who had 


held &reat Offices and Governments, as well as 
performed many noble and memorable Exploits. 
He was beloved by the People for the Fame of his 


Wil'dom and Clemency, and the Report of his 
imitating Pertmax in his Life and Government. 

Being thus ftrengthened in his Interefts, he ealily 
perfuaded his Army in Syria to proclaim him Em¬ 
peror againft Julian j and taking upon him the ... 

Arms and Enfigns of the Empire, he w'as acknow - 
ledged by the Kings and Potentates of A fa, who Emperor in 
lent him Anrbaffadors as to a lawful Prince. A- Syria. 


bout the fame time, and with a lino if the fame 


Pretences, Semmius Sever us, a valiant Warrior and 
Commander of the German Legions, leeing the 
tmpire thus obnoxius to every Alan’s Power and 
Ambition, rtfolv’d to attempt it againft the reft of 
he Pretenders, efpecially imee of the two who 
■ad already fc-ized on it, Niger was negligent and 
ecu re, and Julian hated and defpis’d. Being alio 
ncouraged in this Attempt by fome Dreams, he 
or a while conceal’d his Detigns, but in the Pre¬ 
face of his Armyfeverely inveigh’d againft rhe 
'rateriu» Cohorts, for murdering their lawful 

Prince 
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Prince Tertbux , who he knew was much bdov’d 
by his Soldiers j therefore h a extoll’d him to the 
utmoft, and eafily perlwai.d them to revenge thi 

Death of him who was once their fuccejsful General 

in ISjritttn. Whereupon the Army immediately 
proclaim’d him Emperor, which he feem’d unwil¬ 
ling to accept- but at iaft afluming the Imperial 

jfni Seve- Entigns, he puSlifh d, 77 «f be would revenge the Death 

rus inGer- 6 f pertinax, and thereupon took upon himfeif 

miny ' the Name of Ptrthwx, which much ftrengthned 

his Interefi, both in his Army and among the 
People of Rome. So that at one and the fame time 
there were no Iefs than three Emperors in the Re- 
mar. Empire, or rather three Ufurpers; the former 
having only the conftrain’d Authority of the Se¬ 
nate, and the other two the Power of their own 
Armies. 

The News of Niger's Revolt and Pretenfions ar¬ 
riv’d firft at Rome ; but Julian fhew'd no great 
Concern for that, latisfying himfeif with lending 
to have him executed; but undemanding the 
fuccefsful Progrefs of fo formidable a Rival as Sc- 
verus, he was exceedingly terrify’d j and with ma¬ 
ny Sollicitations procured the Senate to proclaim 
him a Rebel, and that the Fathers fhould fend 
certain Ambalfadors, to caufe the Army to aban¬ 
don Severn: , and (land by him whom the Senate 

had already confirm’d ; fending at the fame time 

Catalina to remove Seva ns, and fucceed him in 
his Office. But Scvo-.a by his great Policy and 
Induftry had fecured himlelf from all fuch At¬ 
tempts ; and had fufficiently alTur’d himfeif of the 
Love of his Friends, and the Fidelity of all the 
ftrong Places in his Province ; refolving with the 
utmotl Expedition to march with his Forces di¬ 
rectly to Rome, where he knew how little Jului 
was belov’d. At the fame time Niger in Sjriu 
not knowing or regarding thefe Progrefles of Sc 

VO 
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verus became negligent in his Affairs; and feeing 
himfelf attended and ferv’d by Kings, rich in 
Gold and Silver, mighty in Power and Arms,, 
wholly confided in the Love of the People of 
Rome, and gave himfelf to Feaftings and Luxury 
in Antioch. In the mean time the March of Se¬ 
vern; with his Army began to rouze Julian from 
his drowfie Slumber; who putting himfelf in 
Arms, apply’d himfelf wholly to make all necef- 
fary Provifions for a War ; in which he found 
many difcouraging Profpefts. The Rratorian Sol¬ 
diers wanted Experience and Difcipline, and were 
enervated and dilfolv’d in Eafe and Luxury: The 
People of Rome and the Equites repair’d to him 
very flowdy and unwillingly, by reafon of his in¬ 
famous Title to the Empire: And the Italian Ci¬ 
ties and Towns, being for fo many Ages cover’d 
with the Ruft of Peace and Plenty, would make 
no confiderable Oppofition or Refinance. The 
chief Friends of Julian advis’d him with all pofli- 
ble Expedition to meet Severns in his March, and 
flop his PalTage over the Alps, but Julian being 
confounded with Multiplicity of Bufinefs, and 
wanting either the Courage or the Conduct for 
fo vigorous an Attempt, made the belt Previfion 
for his own Defence in Rome. But in thefe Pre¬ 
parations he was fuddenly furpriz’d with the News 
of Severuss Entrance into Italy ; and that the grea- 

tcfl part of the Cities had receiv’d him, and yield¬ 
ed him Obedience. The People of Rome feeing 
the fuccefsful Progrefs of Sevems , and finding Ni¬ 
ger very negligent in Afia, began to approve of his 
Defigns, and more earneftly wilh’d for the Ruin 
of Julian. 

Julian finding himfelf reduc’d to thefe Straits* 
obtain’d the Confent of the Senate to write and 
fend Ambafladors to Sevents, offering to make 
him his Equal arid Companion in the Empire j 

b b but 
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but Severus not fatisfy’d with a Part, rejected his 
Propofals, knowing himfelf to be of greater Power 
than Julian , though fupported by the Authority of 
the Senate, who now perceiving his little Conduct 
and lels Strength, began to abandon him. And 
though he only delired that Veftal Virgins 
(which w'ere never fent but in the laft Extremity) 
might be fent to appeafe Severns, and beg an Ac¬ 
commodation ; yet the Senate would not yield, 

alledging, That be was unworthy to govern who could 

not defend the Empire by bis Arms. Whereupon Ju¬ 
lian refolving to make one vigorous Pufh, in a 
great Rage lent for Soldiers out of the Camp, to 
force the Senate into a Compliance, or deftroy 
them in the Houfe, but all without Effect. So 
that the Matter came to that Iflue, that Julian 
confounded with ill Succefs, and void of all Re¬ 
lief and AiTiftance, w r as conftrain’d to retire to 
his Palace, generally abandon’d, except by a few 
Soldiers. The Senate thereupon w r as aflembled ac¬ 
cording to the ancient Cullom by the Confuls, 
where the Fathers unanimoufly decreed, That Ju¬ 
lian Jbould be depriv'd of the Empire , and Severus 
be proclaim'd Emperor j and fome of the principal 
Senators were fent to Severus , to yield him Obe¬ 
dience, and offer him the Arms and Enligns of 
the Empire. Then fpreading a Report that Julian 
had Poifon’d himfelf, they commanded him to be 
flain in his Palace, where the unfortunate Empe¬ 
ror was found difarm’d, with fome few of his 
Friends, fervilely weeping like a Child. While the 
Mcffengers feiz’d on him, he thus expoftulated 

with them, What Crime have I committed ? What 

Man have I flain ? But all in vain ; for they lead¬ 
ing him into the fecret Baths of the Palace, his 
Neck being ftretched forth after the manner oi 
The Dttth condemn’d Criminals, his Head was ftruck off, as 

Au. Viftor relates it, and afterwards fee up in the 

Court 
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Court, where the Caufes were pleaded. This was 

the miferable End of Didius Julian the Twentieth 
Emperor of Rome , after a fhort Reign of only two 
Months and eight Days, though fome fay more; 
a Perfon who being rich, honourable and ancient, 
by his foolifh and fhameful purchafing the Empire, 
entirely wafted his Eftate, irreparably ruin’d his Re¬ 
putation, and ignominioufly loft his Life. 

II. The Death of Julian gave a general Satif- ^ 
fa&ion to the City 3 and the nearer Severus ap- X n, 
proached, the more forward was each Perfon in 
teftifying his Submiftion. The Ambaffadors from 
the Senate met him on his March, and in the 
Name of the Senate and People of Rome yielded SeV j T 'i* 
him Obedience, gave him the Enligns of the Em- p e ro‘. ”* 
pire, and the Title of Augujlus , and cerrify’d him 
of the Death of Julian. He received the Embaffy 
in the Prefence of his Army rang’d in Order, 
making Prefents to the Ambaffadors, and enter¬ 
taining them honourably, continued his March to¬ 
wards Rome , where his coming was dreaded both 
by the Soldiers and Citizens 3 the former for mur¬ 
dering his Friend Pertinax , and the latter for ma¬ 
king Choice of Niger for their Emperor. Severus 
as he came near to the City, fent Orders to all the 
Pratorian Soldiers to come forth and receive him 
peaceably, leaving their Arms in their Camp 3 all 
which was readily obey’d, in hopes of pleating and 
appeafing him by their joyful Obfervance of his 
Commands. But concealing his Defigns from all 
but a few of his chief Commanders, he attended 
their coming in a particular Place chofen for that 
Purpofe3 whereupon their coming forwards with 
Branches of Laurel to pay him Homage, they were 
fuddenly furrounded by his Army : And making 
a Ihort Speech to them, he reproach’d them with 
their barbarous and infamous Practices towards the 

B b x Emperor 
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Emperor and Empire, commanded them to be im¬ 
mediately fhipt of aii their Military Habiliment?, 

depriv’d them of the very Name and Honour of 
Soldiers, and banifh’d them a Hundred Miles from 
Rome: A funiftiment, tho’ lignal and exemplary, 
yet not equal to the Hcighnoulnels of their Crimes; 
particulaily their viilanous Murder of their Sove¬ 
reign Mafter, ar.d their fliamtfnl degrading of the 
Honour of the Roman Empire. Shortly after, Se- 
vents made his Entry into Rone with his whole 
Army, where the Number and Order of his Sol¬ 
diers vas both a noble and formidable Sight, 
He was met at the Gates by the Senate, who la- 
lured him after the ufual manner, and the People 
receiv’d him with great Blellings and Applaules, 
notwithstanding nothing was more odious to the 
Romans than l'uch an armed and war-like Entrance, 
Having perform’d the accultom’d Solemnities, and 
visited the Temples, he enter’d the Imperial Palace; 
and the next Day all'embiing the Senate, he repair’d 
to the Houle with leveral Armed Men. He there 


made a fmooth and ingenious Speech, profejfw* 

bis Intinii:n was to govern with true [fuftice uni 
Clemency, and according to the Prescription of An¬ 
toninus Philofophus; excttfmg himjelf for ajj'umin’ 
she venerable Name and Authority of Emperor , with¬ 
out their Conjtnts f.rji obtain'd • alledging he did it 
purely to reverrge the Death of Pertinax, and to fret 

1 * 4 ^ 7 r T._f . . f % 1 If 


f Julian, a Ptrfo 


unworthy to govern that Empire, which he had pur¬ 
chas'd with Alc::ey, and not Merits. Which fait 


Speeches and Promifes gave a general Satisfaction 
to the Fathers, though fome of them were not ig¬ 


norant of the Subriity of bis Temper, as well as 
the worthinefs of his A&ions. 


Septimins Severus was by Birth an African, in the 

City of Leptis , and was the only legal Emperor of 
that Countryj His Father’s Name was Geta, and 

his 
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liis Mother’s Fitlvia Pin, who had two Brothers 


that were both 


Conjuls. 


He was about 47 Years 


of Age when he enter’d upon the Empire, and 
had before attain’d by his Indulfty to be Quxftor, 
Tribune, Prtetor, Proconful, and Conful, holding 
feveral Commands and Charges, wherein he pur¬ 
chas’d the Name and Reputation of a valianr, wife 
and excellent Commander. He was likewife tru¬ 
ly commended for his Wit and Learning, his Pru¬ 
dence and Policy, and his Vigour and Hardinds j 
bur at the fame time jufu’y condemn’d for his Pu- 
uick Craft and Diiiirnulution, his Treachery and 
In^deljty, and his Seventy and Cruelty j for 
which be is obferved by Spurthn truly to anfwer 
his Name, Fere Pertin-x, F^re Severus : In fuitl, his 
Temper and Circumuances difpos’d him to the 
Performance both of the greatelt Ads, and the 
bloodied Severities. He had no fooner enter’d 
upon the Empire, but lie vigorouily fet abour 
the Reformation of Abates in the Ciry 3 and 
fpeedily made choice of new Men for the Prat 0 - 
Hfian Cohorts and Guards, in the room of rhofe 
already cathier’d, i-Iefciz’d upon all the Children 
of fuch Men as had Commands, or were in Au¬ 
thority in the Eaft, or in Afio, and detained them 
as Pledges of their Fathers Loyaity. And making 
a folemn Funeral for the Emperor Pertinax j in me¬ 
mory of the good old Man, he more publickly 
took upon him the Sirname of Pertinax, decla¬ 
ring, That he would not only a lame his Name, but 

olju imitate his Vertues. He gave many Gifts and 

Rewards to the Soldiers, and alfo to the People 
of Rome j and according to the Cuftom of New- 
created Emperors, made large Diftributions and 
Donatives. Fie alfo marry’d two Daughters he 
ad, to two principal Men of Rome, call’d Probus 
nd txEtius , and having befcowed large Dowries 
n them, he us’d fuch Methods that they were 

13 b 3 both 
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both made Confuls. And whereas at that time 
there was a great Scarcity of Corn in Rome, he 
took fuch prudent Care, and with fuch Expedition, 
that the City in fhort time was fufficiently provi¬ 
ded and fupply’d; which provident Courfe was 
always fo carefully obferv’d, that during all the 
times of his Abfence and his whole Reign, there 
never was any Want. All thefe and many other 
Eftablifhments he made in thefpace of only thirty 
Days • refolving with all polhble Expedition to 
march againft Niger in the Eaft, a formidable Rival, 
who wanted neither Forces nor Valour to fupport 
his Intcreft and Pretenfions. 

Before the Emperor began his March, being a 
Man of great Wifdom and Forefighr, he rook par¬ 
ticular Care to fecure all the Provinces behind him, 
and lent a new Governor and Legions into Jfrick, 
to guard that Province from any lnvafion of Niger s 
by V ay of tAgyft and Ljbia. But his greateft fear 
was from Clcdius Albinas , Commander of the Le¬ 
gions in Britr.iv , a Perfon of an illuftrious Family, 
and generally belov’d ; therefore to fecure his In- 
terclt and Amity, he politically gave him the Tide 


tens, as the wcrthicjl Perjcv^ to take care of the Emvin 


Alblnus of Cafr and bis Succeflor, beieechinghiin by Let 

m*dc Cse 

of Rome, face blrrfclf was grown aged and declining 
and bis Children in a manner Infants . And further 
to deceive him, he wrote in the fame Stile to the 
Senate, order’d Money to be coin’d with his 
Image, eredted him Statues, and gave him other 
Honours. Thefe fubtle Artifices almoft tranfport- 
ed Albinus-, who vainly believing he Ihou’d gain 
that with Eafe, which he dedgn’d to attempt by 
Force, loft his moll advantageous Opportunities, 

Se vere st an< * Iria ^ e n0 conliderable Attempts till Sevents 

was in full Capacity of redding him. Sever us with 

the greaieft Force he cou’d raife, and the utmoft 

Expeaition march’d towards the Eaft to oj> 


Exfeaitisn 

SZtinfi 

Niger. 
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pofe Niger 3 who undemanding the Succefs of Se¬ 
vern*, rouz’d himfelf from his foft and luxurious 
Delights, and with great Diligence and Expedition 
made Preparations to refill him : he fent a confide- 
rable Force to fecure the Palfages between Europe 
and AJia, and to take in the great City Byzantium 3 
and alfo fent for Succours from the Kings of Ar¬ 
menia, Varthiy and other Kings and Potentates of 
the Eaft 3 from whom, and from the Provinces un¬ 
der his Sub]e6tion, he gather’d a powerful and 
numerous Army. Thus the World was divided in¬ 
to two Factions, and there began a War as fevere 
as any in the former Ages of the Roman State, be¬ 
ing carry*d on in many Parts both by Sea and 
Land, and highly remarkable both for the Valour 
of the Commanders, and the Power and Number 
of the Forces. Severus in his Palfage from Europe 
into AJia was extreamly incommoded and moleft- 
ed by the Forces of Niger , under the Command 
of a valiant General call’d zAEmilian 3 who having 
drawn together all the Forces that Niger had gi¬ 
ven him, and likewife what he cou’d levy out of 
the Provinces of AJia. Minor , advantageoufly at¬ 
tack’d Severus in his Palfage 3 but after many Skir- 
mifhes, being forc’d to a general Battel, t ASmilian 
was with much Bloodlhed overthrown, and all his 
Troops difpers’d. 

After this Battel, the vanquilh’d Troops which 
efcap’d, retired all to Niger , who with all his 
Forces was then at the City of Antioch 3 from 
whence he remov’d to meet with Severus upon his 
March 3 and advancing towards him, after fome 
Skirmifties, and fmaller Encounters, both Armies 
drew up, according to Herodian , in a fpacious 
Plain near the Bay of Iffus , where Alexander the 
Great firft vanquilh’d Darius. Here infinite Num¬ 
bers of all forts of People were gather’d together 
upon the Tops of the adjacent Mountains to view 

B b 4 this 
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The Over¬ 
throw and 
Death of 

I^igcr 


this important Battel, which in this Place was 

agreed to be fought by the braveft Generals, the 
greateft Forces, and the beft Soldiers then in the 
World. The Battel began with exceeding Sharp- 
pels and Fury on both Tides, and continu’d the 
greateft part of the Day without any apparent 
Advantage ; by which means the Number of the 
Slain and Wounded was fo great, that the Streams 

of Water which ran through the Fields were fo 
diftain’d with the Blood of Men and Horfes, that 
they feem’d to have loft their Nature, as well 
as their Colour, In fine, after a mod obftinate 
Fight, the Experience and Difcipline of Severus s 
Troops prevail’d againft the numerous Forces of 
Niger, who though he had fail’d in no Point 
which a good Commander ought to obferve, was 
totally overthrown, and in thh flight was taken 
by the Soldiers of Swerus , who ftruck off his Head, 
and infuliingly carry’d it through the Camp upon 
the Point of a Launce. Thus fell Tefctnnm Niger, 
who is noted to have been a valiant and applaud¬ 
ed Tribune, an excellent and expert Colonel, a 
fevere and upright General, a wife and faithful 
Conful, and in all things happy and fuccefsful; 
but only unfortunate in being Emperor, not 
knowing how to govern himtclf in fo exalted a 
Station. Sevtms immediately advertis’d the Senate 
of this great Victory, commanding that the Wife 

and Children of Niger fhou’d be banifh’d from 
Rome , and as a Conqueror perform’d his Pleaiure 
upon the Vanquifli’d, dtftroying without Mercy 
great Numbers of thofe who had join’d with Ni¬ 
ger, and particularly demolifh’d the great City 
J.vtioch, which in a fptcial manner had aided and 
atEfted his Adveiiary. On the contrary he gave 
large Gifts and Rewards to fuch as had been Ser¬ 
viceable to him, fpcedily repairing the Damages 

Which kvcral Cities of his Party had fuftain’d from 

the 

9 
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the Forces of Niger ; and in all thefe Adtions, as no 
Man cou’d fhew himfelf more fevere in punifhing 
Offences, and perfleming Enemies, fo no Man 
more grateful and bountiful in rewarding of Friends 
and Atliftants. After this Vidtory he found no Re- 
liftance in the Eaftern Provinces of the Empire, 
but the Tart hi tins , and Verfians, and the Ad'tabe- 

nlws, (very powerful Nations ) out of Love to 
Niger, and Hatred to the Roman Name, immedi¬ 
ately took up Arms againft Sevens , who expecji- 
tioufly march’d againft them in Perfon, had maby 
Battels and Incounters with them, and obtain’d 
fuch fignal Vidtories over them, that he both en¬ 
larg’d the Reman Name and Empire, and efta- 
blifh’d Peace in the Eafi. 

After thefe feveral Succeffes, Sevens now con¬ 
futed how he might beft fecure the Empire to his 
Family, which could not be throughly effedted 
while Albinus continu’d Ctefar , and had fo good a 
Title to it; having be ( ides gain’d the Affedtions of 
many of the Nobility, who judg’d him more wor¬ 
thy of the Empire than him who now poflefs’d it. 

For which Reafons Sevens relolv’d to remove 
him ; but judging open War not fo expedient at 
this Juncture, he ftrft attempted his Defign by Trea¬ 
chery, fending fonre Meifengers, who, under Co¬ 
lour of bringing Letters, were defign’d to difpatch 

him. Albinus being advertis’d of the Defigns of Albinus 
Sevens againft him, prevented the Attempt, be- proclaim'd] 
took himlelf to open Force, and proclaim’d him- Emperor 
ft If Emperor ; having a very great Force, and a -bbiiSel- 
powerful Intereft to lupport his Preteniions, The “ icr *~ 
New r s of this being carry’d to Sevens in the £<*/?, 
he being of a haughty and ambitious Temper, 
fhew’d but a fmall Concern for thefe Difficulties; 
and fetting all things in order in thefe Parts, with 
his Army he fet forwards towards Rome , with de- 
Hgn to march againft Albinus , as againft an Ufur- 
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per and a Rebel. He continu’d his Marches with¬ 
out intermiffion, equally regardlels of the moft 
parching Heats, and the moft rigorous Colds; of¬ 
ten marching bare over the higheft Mountains in 
the midft ot Snow, to excite his Soldiers by his 
Perfonal Deportment. And palling from Afia into 
Europe, over the Streight at Biz,antium, fince call’d 
Cmftantinople , he wholly deftroy’d that mighty 
City, and leveU’d it with the Ground, becaul'e it 
had vigoroutly refilled his Forces when he march’d 
againft Niger ; and fo that famous City continu’d 
defolate for above 130 Years, till the Reign of 
Ccnfiantine the Great. In the mean time, Albinus be¬ 
ing advertis’d of Severn's March towards Rome , he 
remov’d out of Britain into Gaul, where with his 
new-rais’d Forces he had a very powerful Army ; 
part of which he fent to Guard the difficult Paffes 
of the Alps, to hinder the March of Sevcrus , who 
he underftood was arriv’d at Rome, and was now 
upon the March to meet him. Before which time 

Seajtrus had put Niger's Children to Deach, to extin- 

guiffi the very Memory of his Enemy ; and going 
to the Wars, he appointed his Eldeft Son Bajfianm 
Oracilla CaracaUa for his Succelfor, and entitled him Cafar, 
C*- changing his Name to Aurelius Antoninus, and dif- 
perfing large Donatives and Diftributions to the 
People and Soldiers; this was done about the Sixth 
Year of his Reign, A. D. 199. 

Severus drawing near to his Enemies, the Wars 
began with great Vigour and Severity on both 
Severns T f Sides, and about the Alps, Severn's Captains were 
Erpcjitic* overthrown in feveral Skirmifhes and Encounters. 



arainft 

biaus. 


A1 -After he had with great Difficulty pafs’d thefe 
Mountains, the War was kindled in feveral Parts, 
and in many Confti&s and Skirmifhes Fortune 
fhew’d her felf very variable, giving Victories and 
Advantages to either Party : Till at laft, near the 
City Lugdunum or Liam, where Albinus was lodg’d 

bod 

9 
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both Commanders drawing together their whole 
Force and Powder, they fought one of the moft 
jftarp and bloody Battels that was ever recorded in 
the Roman Story; which continued the greateft 
part of the Day without any Appearance of Dis¬ 
proportion or Advantage on either fide. At 
length the Victory feemed to incline to Albinus, 
whofe Troops fought with that Rage and Obfti- 
nacy, that they forc’d Severus' s Men to retire, fo 
as they began to fly: And at the fame time Seve¬ 
rn's Horfe fell with him, every Man giving him 
for loft ; fo that Albinus’ s Soldiers began to cry Vi¬ 
ctory, Vitlory : without obferving any Regularity in 
purfuing their Advantage. But the Battel was foon 
reftored by Loans, one of Severus s Commanders, 
who till then with a confiderable Party had kept 
himfelf in Referve, defigning ro deftroy both Par¬ 
ties, and to fet up himfelf. His unexpended com¬ 
ing in, chang’d, the Face of Affairs, and refcued 

Severus , who charged with that Fury and ExaCt- 

nefs, that he foon plucked the Vi&ory out of the 
Hands of Albinus' s Soldiers, who accounting them- 
felves Conquerors, had obferv’d no exaft Order: 

And this was fo well Seconded, that fhortly after 

the Albinians were put to Flight ; and Severus Vi- jhe Qwfm 
goroufly purfuing the Advantage, cut off great thrtv an ‘ d 
Numbers even to the Gates of the City of Lugdu- Death »f 
num. The City was foon entered, and Albinus Albinus. 

taken Prifoner, whofe Head was ftruck off, and 
brought to Severus, who received it with exceed¬ 
ing Satisfaction; and writing to the Senate and 
People of Rome he fent it thither, commanding it 
to be fet upon a Pole in the publick Forum. We 
are told that he barbaroufly infulted over the dead 

Body of Albinus , riding many times over it upon 
a furious Horfe, and call it all difmally mangled 
into the River Rhofne, together with the Carcaffes 

of his Wife and Children, whom he commanded 

to 
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to be (lain. All Senators on the contrary Party 
who were liain in Bartel, he commanded to be 
quarter’d j and fuch as were taken alive, were im¬ 
mediately executed ; as iikewite were the Kinf- 
men and Friends of Al'nim-.s, together with many 
of the principal Noblemen of Gaul and Spain. An 
infinite Number of Sacrifices were made to his Fu¬ 


ry and Revenge, which rendered this Emperor ex¬ 
treme! y odious to fome, and no lefs terrible to ma¬ 
ny others. 

After this Victory, all the Cities and Places 


w : hich afiided 


Ibinus were foon iubdu’d and re¬ 


duc’d to Obedience; and Scz-erus leaving G..ul and 
Germany in Peace, and lending the ordinary Legi¬ 
ons inro Britain, to keep the Inhabitants in fubje- 
Ction, he returned to Rente, his Bread dill glowing 
with a Malignant Heat againd the Remains of 
AlbinusS FaClion. He entered the City in a tri¬ 
umphant Manner with his whole Army, where he 
was received with great Appearance of Joy and Sa¬ 
tisfaction, though the People dood in great Feat 
of him. He fird bedowed greater Rewards than 
ordinary upon his Soldiers, giving them not only 
Money, but alio fuch Privileges as accidentally 
ftrengthr.cd his own Authority, bur proved ex¬ 
tremely prejudicial to the Publick. For the Sol¬ 
diers having formerly through the Loofenefs and 
NegleCt of ill Emperors contracted Sloth and Ava¬ 
rice, were, by thefe Incouragcments dill more in¬ 
cited to violate the Sovereignty, to depofe, dedroy, 
and fet up whom they pleas’d. Now Severus ad¬ 
ded more Fuel to the Flame, augmented their Al¬ 
lowance of Corn, gave them Licence to wear Gold 
Rings, as Eonita or Knights, and to marry and 
maintain Wives 3 which broke in pieces the ReliCts 
of the Ancient Difcipiine, and caus’d innumera¬ 
ble Mifchiefs and Bloodfheds in the State. After 


thefe Rewards Sez-erus entered the Senate, and in 

Dif- 
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Difgrace of that venerable Aflembly, he renew’d 
L he Titles and Memory of the Tyrant Commo, 
deftroy’d his Murtherers, call’d himfeif his Brother, 
and made him to be canoniz’d and ador’d as a 
God. He alfo condemn’d to Death a great Num¬ 
ber of the Nobility of Rome , who had been either 
the Friends of Albums , or of his Parry 3 producing 
Letters which he faid were written by them, 
wherein they had offer’d their Perfons and Eftates 
to the Service of Albinus ; alledging other Reafons 
and Proofs, of which fome are fuppos’d to have 
been forg’d. He us’d the like Severity to many 
Eminent Perfons of Niger's Party 3 and in this ma¬ 
ny conliderable Matrons and Romm Ladies could 
not efcape his Fury. He pretended to a£t in this 
Affair by the Di&ate of Jufticeand Revenge3 but 
Herod ion tells us, he was urged on by a more pre¬ 
vailing Paifion which he had for Money, to which 
none of the Emperors, he lays, was fo totally en- 
flav’d. By all which Executions he extreamly in- 
rich’d himfeif by the Eftates and Goods of the 
condemn’d Perfons, of which fome was diftribu- 
ted to others • bur he principally enriched and ad¬ 
vanc’d a Favourite of his call’d Tlautian , an A~ 
frican by Birth, and his Country-man, whom he 
made Pncfett of the Vratman Soldiers, and after¬ 
wards marry’d his elded Son Can.calla to his Daugh¬ 
ter Plautino. He Jikewife lhe wed himfeif very li¬ 
beral and bountiful, bedowir.g great Favours upon 
many others, and endeavouring to become popu¬ 
lar and acceptable to all Men 3 and to that End he 
made the nubled Entertainments, and the mod: 
foi emn Games that ever were made in Rome, and 
diffributed large Quantities of Money among the 
People. 

Sevents daid not long in Rome ■ for underdand- 
ing that Affairs were unl'ettlcd in Afut, particularly 
that the Partbkm had invaded the Frontiers of the 

Em- 
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Serem i's Empire, and being defirous of Honour, and to be 

E * l> k!p‘n r even S’d of fome Kings who had alGfted his Ene- 

tHt ' my Niger-, he with his accuftom’d Vigour and Ce¬ 
lerity departed towards the Ea(t, tho’ Aged and 
Gouty. Being arrived in Afia fooner than any 
could expedt him, he immediately began the War 
in Armenia , marching againft Barfenius King of the 
Arteni, who had been a particular Friend to Niger: 
The King of Armenia durft make no Refiftance, 
bur fent the Emperor Prefents, fued for Peece, and 
gave fuch Hoftages as he required. Whereupon 
this valiant Emperor turn’d his Forces againft Ara¬ 
bia Fddix , where there was then a Mutiny, and took 
and plunder’d feveral Cities; and from thence re¬ 
turn’d againft the Frontiers of the Atreni , and in- 
vefted the City of Atras, the Metropolis of that 
Country. But being unable to take it foon, by 
reafon of its Strength and Proviiion, and the excef- 
(ive Heats, he immediately put to Sea, and fuccef- 
fully landed upon the Coafts of the Parthians and 
the P erjians ; and with a wonderful Expedition be- 
fieged the famous City Ctifipbon , where King Arta- 
banus lay with all his Family and Riches. After 
many vigorous Attacks and Encounters, and much 
Bloodfhed on both (ides, he enter’d the City by 
Force of Arms ^ and the King efcaping by Flight, 
his Children and Treafure fell all into the Hands 
of Severus ~, which was accounted the more fignal 
Conqueft, becaufe the Romans flood in greater 
Fear of the Partbians , than of any other Nation in 
the World. Severus immediately wrote to the Se¬ 
nate, advertifing the Fathers of the Victories and 
Succeffes, and lent them a particular Defcription 
of the Countries, Cities, Rivers and Mountains he 
had pafs’d, and what Battels and Skermifhes he had 
fought, all drawn and painted upon Tables, for 
which he obtain’d the Sirnames of Arabicus , Par- 
tbicus and Adiabenitm . After thefe Advantages, 
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he bountifully rewarded his Soldiers; and coming 

into Palefiine , he there forbid any under the feve¬ 
red Penalties to become Jews. From thence he 
went into Egypt, being defirous to view the famous 
Pyramids, and other ancient Monuments of that 
Country 5 defigning fhortly after to return to Rome 
in Triumph. 

During the Emperor’s Abfence, his Favourite 
Vlautian , whom he had made Governor of the Ci¬ 
ty, put to Death great Numbers of the Nobility 
and Common People, among which the Cbrifiians 
bore a confiderable. if not the greateft Share ; 
which caus’d Scverus afterwards to apologize for 
himfelf j declaring, that he had no Hand in thefe 
Executions. The cruel and barbarous Ufage fo 

generally practis’d againft the Chriftians , caus'd Ter- 
tHIlian , that eminent Champion of Chrifiianity, to 
publifh his famous Apology, which he dedicated to 
the Senate, and the Magiftrates of the Roman Em¬ 
pire, wherein, with incomparable Eloquence, Evi¬ 
dence and Strength of Reafon he pleaded the Caufe 

of the Cbrifiians j Complaining of the Unreafonable- 
nefs and Injufiice of their Enemies, and the irregu¬ 
lar Methods of their Proceedings j clearly demonflrating 

the Vanity and Falfhocd of the Crimes commonly 

charg'd upon the Chriftians, manifefiing their Meeli¬ 
ne fs and Innocency, their Temperance and Sobriety, 
their Piety to God, their Obedience to their Prince, the 
Soundnefs of their Principle, and the Sanclity of their 
Lives, beyond dll fofiible Exceptions. This Apology 
much contributed towards the cooling and quali¬ 
fying this Calenture, efpecially at the Return of 
the Emperor, who had never countenanc’d thefe 
Severities. But not long after he turn’d his Cruelty 
againft the Chriflians, publifh’d Edi&s againft them 
as well as the Jews, and rais’d a moft fharp Perfecu- 
tion, which was the 5th General Perfecution of the perjecutm 

Church, This broke out in the ioth Year of this Em- a. D. 

peror’s no. 
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peror’s Reign, 3 5 Years after the Beginning, or the 
Rage of the 4th Perfecution under Antoninus Philo •• 
fop bus ; and the Chrijlians were perfecuted under 
the Notions of impious and infamous Perfons, 
who defign’d nothing but Treafon and Rebellion 
againft the State. The Emperor’s Edidfs were exe¬ 
cuted with that Rigour and Inhumanity, that the 
Chrijlians in thofe Days really believ’d that the 
Times of Antichrijl did then take Place. Among 
the Multitude of Martyrs that fuffer’d under this 
Perfecution, were Victor, Bifhop of Rome 3 Sr. Ire- 
nreus, Bifhop of Lugdunum Or Lyons ; Leonidas the 
Father of O rigen, who was beheaded at Alexandria ; 
Totam'ucna, an Illuftrious Virgin, and her Mother 
Marcella , who after various Torments were com¬ 
mitted to the Flames; and Baflides , one of the 
Officers, who led them to Execution. 

Not long after Se-jcms' s triumphant Return from 
his Parthian Expedition, laden with the Spoils and 
Riches of the Eafl, he marry’d his eldeft Son C-;>■.-?- 
Phu'rian alia to PUutina , the Daughter of his principal Fa- 
Davghxr. vourite Fhutian, having before made his Son Part¬ 
ner with him in his Tribunitial, and fome fay 
Imperial Fower. This Marriage was folemniz’d 
wholly againft the Inclinations of Caracalla, who 
much neglected her Society and Converfation j 
which caus’d a great Hatred and Diffention be¬ 
tween him and his Father-in-law Thutian. This 
Favourite finding himfelf rais’d to the greateft 
Height, and that he was the richeft and mightieft 
Man in the Empire j and likewife perceiving that 

Severus was aged and declining, and dreading the 

Confequence of his Son’s Succelfion, he refolv’d to 

deftroy both Father and Son, in order to make him¬ 
felf Emperor ; and to effedt this Defign, he made 
choice of a Tribune of the Pratorian Cohorts of 

which he himfelf was Commander. But this 
Treafon was fcoev diicover’d by the fame Tri¬ 
bune 
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bane to Severus, who received it as an incredible 
Story, conceiving it only to be foine Practice of 
his Son’s who fo much hated Tlautian. But being 
fully affur’d of the Truth of this Matter, it was 
determined that this Tribune fhould go and bring 

Tlautian into the Emperor’s Chamber. The Tri¬ 
bune coming to Tlautian, told him a formal Rela¬ 
tion of his killing Severus and Caracalla 3 and if he 
p leas'd to accompany him, he fhould fee them both 
dead together : Upon the delivery of which Mef- 
fage he faluted him as Emperor. As Tlautian 
eagerly defired their Deaths, he readily gave Credit 
to his Words, and haftily went with the Tribune, 
who late at Night brought him into the Emperor’s 
Chamber; where he found the Emperor and his 
Son amongd feveral of their principal Friends, and 
the Chamber full of lighted Torches, This un¬ 
expected Sight much confounded Tlautian , who 
being demanded of the Emperor, What Bufmefs 
brought him thither at that imfea fonable Time j not 

knowing what to Anfwer, confefs’d his Error, and 
craved his Pardon 3 but the Fury of Caracall-, was 
fo great, that no Supplications could be heard, ^ 
but his Sword put an End to his Treafon and Vil- C;| /pi au - 
lany, which had been notorious to the utmoft dan. 

Degree. 

Severus having efcaped this Danger, fpent a 
confiderable Time in vifiting fome Cities in Italy, 
in hearing Complaints, and doing of Juftice; in 
which he is dcfervedly applauded by all Writers, 
being particularly fo exact as to Places of Trull, 
that he permitted no Man in his Dominions to 
fell his Honours and Dignities. Returning to Rome<>i n &\s e . 

he celebrated the grand Secular Games , w'hich culares. 

were the molt fokmn and magnificent of all o- a. D - 10 4 - 
thers among the Romans , it being in the twelfth 

ear of his Reign, and fifty feven Years iince 
they were iaft folemnized by the Emperor Antoni- 

C c ms 
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ms Tins , no fir.ce thofe under Domitian. Thefe 
are believ’d to have given occalion to Tertullim 
ro wri'e his Eook, de Sputaculis. , and likewife 
that, de LUd.ur'u. The Emperor like wife ere- 
ded many noble Works and Buildings in Rome , 
and other Cities, took great care of thePublick; 
and notwithftandir.g his Cruelty and Avarice, he 
perform’d many harts of a wife Governour, and 
a worthy Prince. He took fuch an exaft Order 
in the Prelervation of his Treafury, and was fo 
covetous in gathering it together, that notw 5th- 
ftanding Ids large Expences, and his inlrnice Gifts 
and Rewards, he left behind him more Money 
and Treafurc in his Exchequer than any of his 
Predecaiors. He kept and maintain’d fo many 
Legions of Soldiers, that there was no caufe to 
fear ar.v 
and was 

Rc?ne iac 

as were 

City for 

Concern 
to euaca 
Di^nitv i 
to tirabli: 

had ofca: 


Fcrdgn King or Nation in the World; 

fo catefui of Provitions, that he left in 
:h Qyautitles of Wheat, Wine, and Oyl, 
iuif.cknt to maintain and iapply the 
live Years. But his greatid Care and 
was for his two Sons, Caracr.lla and Gcta, 


ic tnem according to 

L? 


Quality 


n all worthy and virtuous Exerdles, and 
h a iaiting Amity between them, for they 
i violent Heats and Ditlcntions. And de- 


fgnirg the Empire for them both, he declared 
them his Succeifors coniointly, and in a manner 
invefted them in the Empire , whence in fome An¬ 
cient lnfcriptions, Scz-erm and his tw r o Sons are 
put together, under the Title of dugtijh and Em¬ 
perors. This was done about the i6th Year of his 
Reign, D. 20 S. 


About the fame time the Emperor received Ad¬ 
vice, that the JWfArw Inhabitants of Britain were 


up in Arms, and had been lo iuccefsful, that 
the dancing Legions were in danger of being de- 
liroy’d, or comriain’d to fly the Province, which 
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gave him great Unealinefs. But that the Empire 
in his Reign fhould not be diminifhed by the iofs 
. of an liland of fuch great Importance, he refolved 
to go thither in Perlon, though aged and gouty • Severus’r 

and the better to prevent the Enmity and Iragula- F :*?' 
rities of his Sons, he took them along with him. ri " 
The Britains underftanding the Emperor’s Ap¬ 
proach, and dreading his Power, offered him an 
honourable Peace; but the old Emperor had fuch 
an infatiable defire to obtain the Glorious Title 
of Bnumnicits , that he refus’d their Propofals. 

Upon his Entrance into the Country, he left his 
Son Gcta in the Southern Parts of the Province, 

which had continued in Obedience 3 and marched 

with his Son Caracalla againff the Northern Bri¬ 
tain s and Caledonians , where with the cutting down 

Woods, making of Bridges, draining of Meers, 
the Enemies Ambufcades, and Sicknefs, he loft 
fifty thoufand Men, according to Dion. The old 
Emperor encountred thefe Mifcries and Difficul¬ 
ties with exceeding Bravery, and profecuted his 
Attempts with fuch a vigorous Refolution, that 
he forced them to a Peace, with the Delivery of a 
conliderable Pait of their Country, with all their 
Arms and Weapons. And for the better Security 
of Britain , he built, or rather much improved 
that famous Wall begun by the Emperor Adrian , 
which he made anfwerable to the Power and 
Grandeur of the Roman Empire. Ar the End of 
each Mile was a Tower, and between each Tow¬ 
er, Pipes of Brafs in the Wall convey’d the leaff 
Sound from Garrifon to Garrifon without Inter¬ 
ruption 3 fo that the News of approaching Ene¬ 
mies was immediately fpread over the Borders, and 
occafion’d Provilion to be made for Reliftance. 

For this, and his Victories he alfum’d the Title of 
Britannicus Maximus , cauling that Infcription to be 
Tamp'd upon his own, and his Sons Coins. The 
| C c z Em pc- 
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Emperor afrer ibis retir'd to Eboracum or York, lea¬ 
ving the Work to be finifh’d by his Son Caracalla , 
who by his Popularity to the Soldiers, and his ex~ 
cethve Loofenefs, gave an Occafion to the Caledo¬ 
nians to break their Articles, and revolt; which 
fo enrag’d the old difiemper’d Emperor, that he 
gave Commands to make a general MalTacre with¬ 
out Diftin&ion, which was executed with exceed¬ 


ing Severity. 

Severus having been nigh tw 7 o Years in Britain, 
at Ebcracum, he grew w^eak, partly, with Age and 
Travel, and partly with Grief for the irreclaim¬ 
able Life of his eldeft Son , and daily declining, 
he underftood that the Soldiers had declared him 
Emperor. This fo rouz’d him, that he got him- 
felfimmediately into his Litter, and commanded 
the new 7 Emperor, with the Tribunes and Centu¬ 
rions, to be forthwith brought before him, who 
were all fo confounded with the Majefty of his 
Looks that they implor’d Pardon upon their Knees. 
Whereupon he laid his Hands upon his own Head, 

Crying, Knew, that it is the Head that governs , 
and not the Feet, and fo difmifs’d them. His Di- 
ftemper encrealing, and perceiving his Death ap¬ 
proaching, he cry’d out, I have been all that a Man 

can be, but it is of no Ufe ir Service to me non'- 

And ordering his Urn to be brought, w 7 herein his 
Aflies were to be inclos’d, and taking it in his 

Hands, Little Urn, faid he, thou fait now contain 
what the whole World ccttld not before. After this 

calling his Sons and his Friends about him, he made 
this remarkable Speech to them, When 1 took the 


Empire upon me, I found it declining and languijhing) 
and now being aged and decrepid , l leave it in a State : 
frm and lafting to my Sons , if they prove Good ; if 
ctberwife feeble and finking. His Pains inCl'ealing, 

efpecially in his Feet, he in vain call’d for Poiten, 
according to Au. Victor, and then glutted himklt 

with 
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with grots Meats, which for want of Digeftion foon 
ended his Life. Thus died Septimins Se-veras, the®' Death 
twenty firft Emperor of Rome , near the 66th Year ~ eVeru * 
of his Age, after a turbulent, but iuccefsful Reign 
of about Eighteen Years; a Prince of extraordina¬ 
ry Excellencies and Imperfections, who perform’d 
many noble as well as notorious ACts- fo that 
what was formerly faid of Auguftu r , was laid of 

him, That it bad been better for the Fub/ick i< ’ 0 u [ 
never been born , or hid never d/d ; and likewife 

the fame that was laid of Antoninus Fhilbfophns , 

That he had been happy , if he had had no Children. 

He was certainly highly ferviceable to the Re- 
efta’olifhing, and the Strengthening of a totter¬ 
ing Empire j but at the fame time, by his un- 

reafonabieEncouragement of the Soldiery, and his 

Advice to his Soi^ to that purpole, he opened a 
Gap to greater Inconveniencie- than ever happened 
before. He dy’d in the 964.111 Year of the City, 

233 after the Settlement of the Empire by Au- 
gujtus , hi after our Saviour’s Nativity, and 115 
after the laft of the Twelve C a firs 3 in which 
time, we are told, that the World was fo loofe, 
that three thoufand were indicted for Adultery in 
his R.eign. 


III. Upon the Death of Severtts , his eldeft Son 
Caracalltt immediately Solicited the Army to chute 
him Emperor alone, and to exclude his Brother 
Geta: But the Soldiers having formerly caus’d his 
Brother’s Advancement, rejected his Suit, and pro¬ 
claim’d them both Emperors, and fo they were 
acknowledg’d by the Senate. They were both 
young Men, and born of two Mothers, the eldeft 
of Mertia , and the Other of Julia. Caracalla was 
fo call’d from a new-fafhion’d Caftock he wore, 
reaching down to his Ancles, and was about 
twenty three Years of Age when he arriv’d at the 

Cc 3 Empire. 


A. D. 
21 1. 


Caracalla 
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Empire. In his Youth, when any Criminal was 
call to the Wild Beafts, he was generally obferved 

to turn away his Eyes and Weep; but this Pity 
and Tendernefs loon forfook him, and he became 
one of the cruelleft Monfters in the World. His 
Brother Get .2 was naturally of a milder and fofter 
Temper, and liv’d more the Life of a Phiiofopher; 
and therefore the more hated by him. The tw'o 
Brothers being cltabfohed in the Empire, agreed 
to leave Retain wkh their .Mother j «//.?, who was 
then with them, and return to Rome bearing the 
A (Ties of thcii rather Sevens. But in their Jour¬ 
ney there arofe fuch Jealoufies and Conrefts be¬ 
tween the two Emperors, that it was daily fear’d 
one fhould defrroy the other j notwithstanding 

jg 1 -! lhe had been Mother to both, 
us’d all pDibble Methods to reconcile them, and to 
bring them to an amicable Accommodation. But 
all her Endeavours prov’d ineffectual, and their Ani- 
moiicics enercafing upon the PvOad, either of them 
lodg’d and eat fop-irately, and each Hood upon 
his Guard for fear of the other. Being arriv’d 
at Rcmt, they were receiv’d with great Joy and 
Solemnity for their Father’s fake, whofe Death 
was much fomented, notwithifonding his many 
C'imcSj Out in the main Palace they took their 
Loadings apart, and each had iris parricu’ar Guard 
and Ohc.rs for himll-.f, and they never vilited, 
law, or 1 ha ice to me another, but w hen they went 
to the Se: sate-Ho ale, ib inveterate was their Ha- 


as iv.)^ 


trea zo or. 




other. 


Apotheo- 
Bs. 


The tint thi. g the two Emperors did after their 
Arrival at R.me, was the .-.rmbeejis, Deification 
of their Father^ widen W3S performed according 
to the anciem uni ufuai Cuitom, and becaule it 
fo well a : v. the Keligi »n and Superilition of the 
Romans , we mail here briefly recite the Particu¬ 
lars of this pompous Solemnity. I irft, the whole 

City 
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City was commanded to go into a general Mourn¬ 
ing, peing mix’d with iome feftival Solemnity .• 
Next a pale Image was made of Wax, exactly re- 
fembling the deceas’d Emperor, which was plac’d 

on a (lately Ivory Bed, magnificently adorn’d with 
Cloth of Gold, .and plac’d at the Entrance of the 
Palace : On the left Hand were feared the whole 
Body of the Senators in Black • on the Right, 


Quad 


rr-1 • 

t ms 


Knights 


Habirs, without Jewels or othei Ornaments, 
laded for feven Days, during which Time the 
Phylicians reforted to the Image, as though it was 
a real Patent, ftiii (ignifying, Hi n they hul kfs 
and lejs Hopes cf the Emperor's Life j at which 

Words the Mourners always give a Groan. At 
lad, when they had declar’d ids Death, the no- 
blcft and youngefl of the Senators and Roman 

carry’d the Bed upon their Shoulders 
through the Via Sacra into the old Fomm, where 
the Magiftrates were wont to lay down their Of¬ 
fices. On each fide of the Place were created two 
large Scaffold, one fill’d with young Boys, and the 
other with young Maids, all Children of the high- 
eft Quality, who lung Hymns and Songs in Ho¬ 
nour to the Dead, in the mod (oleum and mourn¬ 
ful Manner immaginable. Thefe being finifhed, 
the Senators and Knights again took up the Bed, 
and carry’d it out of the City into the Campus Martins , 
where was eroded a beautiful Strudure of Wood, 
almoft in the Form of a Pyramid, with (several 
Stories. The Fir ft Story was Square, and was a 
fort of a Chamber fill’d with all forts of combusti¬ 
ble Matter, and richly adorn’d on the out fide with 
Cloth of Gold, Ivory-Statues, and fine Pidures: 
The Second was of the fame Figure, though fome- 
what lefs, having the fame Ornaments, with this 
only difference, that the four Sides of it were 
open: Upon this was a Third (till lefs, and upon 

" that 


Cc 4 





39* 


TJje (Roman Fiflory 


Book 


that a Fouith, and fo a great many other Stories 4 
dill growing Iefs in proportion, till the laft ended 
in a Point. The Bed and Statue were placed in 
the iccond Story, which was filled with the richeft 
Flowers, Plants, Odours, Gums and Spices ; all 
Cities, Nations, and private Perfons ftriving by 
their Prefents who fnould do molt Honour to 
their deceafed Emp.ror. After this the Roman 
Knights rode on Horle-b2ck round this Pile in a 


certain 
c 


Ordt 


and Mtalure, according to the 


■_ ana 


of iTv,ral Warlike Inftruments j to this 
there followed Certain Perfor.s in Chariots, in 
Purple F.ebe, with Masks on, reprekming to the 

Faces of the moft famous Commanders 

and : 


Life 


- X \ 






he Rem mis. 


ei 


■%; * - 


F 

I 


, -AS Succ IlOli 
* 

with Torches 


Thcfe being 

in the Empire fet fire to the 

, the Cm tills, Senators, and 
Knights did the fame each to their own appoint¬ 
ed i ce. All was in a Flame in a Moment, and 
at ti e fame time from the Top of the Pile an 
Eagle was let f.y, which was immediately out of 
light. This was accompany’d with infinite Shouts 
ar.d Applauses j and the People being made to be¬ 
lieve that it was that Eagle which carry’d the Em¬ 
peror's Soul to Heaven, from that Moment they 
paid him the fair.. Worth ip that they did to the 
Immortal C 

fhort 

Love and Re- 


ous. 


The 1 wo Emt 


ercis rad reign’d but 


time before C\r.,c, envy in; 


r 

O 


-I V- 


puration that his Brother Gita had gain’d by his 
Milcncls arCourtcfy, fought means to deflroy 
him by P'oitl n, or any other private Way j and 
alio fought to grin the Affections of the Rratcrian 
Soldiers, making th,m many Prefcnts, and doing 
then many favours, withal giving them leave to 
liv; aceru mg to tlmir Pkafure. So that the City 
fee., f . rd the three reus Effects of a State being 
govern’d by Two Princes of equal Power and Au¬ 
thorin', 
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> 

1 

1 


thority, and fo contrary in their Tempers, that 
they continually practis’d each other’s Death } in 
Matters of Juftice and Adminiftration were ever 
contrary in Opinion j and in chafing of Com¬ 
manders and Governours, each fought to prefer 
his own particular Friends and Favourites, as 
likewifc they did in the Elections of Confuls 
and ether Magiftrates, which caus’d all Affairs 
to fucceed according to Favour and Contention. 

By which means infuppoitable Injuries and Dif- 
ot'ders were daily committed, cither of them per- 
flcutingthe contrary Fa £ ion, without daring to 
punifn thofe of their own Parry, left they ftiould 
make them their Emmie? j whence g: :w an uni- 
verfa 1 Prejudice to riw City aid Provinces, and 
indeed the whole Empire. Wherefore to avoid 
tlijt dangerous Inconveniencies, icme propofed 
to them to make a Piviiion of the Empire, par¬ 
ticularly that Cara call a fhoulc remain in Rome., and 
govern the U'ejf, and that G eta fltould govern 
/ifui and all the Eafl. But this hopeful Project 
prbv’d altogether ineffectual , for Julia, the Mo¬ 
ther of Geta , prevented it, not doubting but to 
draw them to fome Compoi.tion, and eltablifh a 
mutual Friendffiip between them. But when fhe 
had almoft affuied herfelf of a lading Con¬ 
cord and Agreement, Carr.cr.lla, who defpis’d his 
Brother for his Inclination to Books more than 
Arms, refoved in a more open manner to affault 
his Brother, thinking that he himfelf was and 
ought in Juflice to be lole rmperor, purpofing 
no longer to endure a Rival and Companion in 
Authority, And with this impious Determina¬ 
tion, as they were lodg’d both in one Palace, Gita 
being in the Prefence of his Mother, rot fufpecit¬ 
ing open Violence, though fearing ltcret Trea¬ 
chery ; Carac alia, when tie Attencants were at 

pinner, fuddenly ar.d furicufy enter’d his Ero- 


ther’s 


4 


t 
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ther’s Lodging, and with the Afiiflance of forne 
Get* p»in w *’ l h bim, ^ et u P on hi 5 Brother, and (lew him in 
bj Can- his Mother’s Arms, before he was able to put 
call*. himfelf in any manner of Defence, or could be 

reliev’d by others. This was the unfortunate 
End of G eta, after a jaint and uncalie Reign of 
one Year and twenty two Days ■ being deftroy’d 
by a Montier, who obferv’d no Laws but thofe of 
his own Luffs. 


\A. D. 


IV. C cirscalh having committed this detefiable 
arthcr, with great Hafie and Precipitation left 
: Palace, furrounded with his Friends and Ser¬ 


in. Murther, with great Hafie and Precipitation left 

the Palace, furrounded with his Friends and Ser¬ 
vants, and with a great Shew of Amazement cry’d 

Caraealla out, Tb-t his Brether would h.ive jliin bin: , th.it ?;> 


r> 


J.-.f £«;> thing hut his Inr.-ci.ncs h.ul prejtrvd him from tie 

T ’‘ T ' extremistfr D.wg<.r. And calling to his Guard, he 

commanded them to convey him immediately to 
the Vratcrlm Cohorts, where he might remain in 
fafety 3 for while he continu’d in the City, he was 
in great danger of hi> Life. They who heard him, 
not knowing what had pafl, believ’d bis Words 3 
and both they and many others follow’d him, all 
People beginning t 1 be much concern’d to fie their 
Emperor retire in iuch Condition and Diforderout 
of the City. Upon his Arrival at the Camp, where, 
by reafon of his former Indulgences, he was better 
belov’d than his Brother, he immediately ran to 
the Place where the Eniigns and Banners were 
fix’d, which they always held for Things facred , 
and beginning with loud Acclamations, cry’d out, 


Tbit hi gave infinite To.rr.k; tc t.se (jods Jor delivering 
him fxm fo grest and hnininuit a Danger. The 

Soldiers gathering about him, amaz’d at this un- 
feafonable Coming, he put himfelf in the midft 
of them, and witn a loud and pathetick Tone be¬ 
gan to implore their Aid and Aililtance, telling 
them, Jb.it his Brother dejignivg to Live murther d him 

h.li 


the Gods t 
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I;,jJ ejfhultcd and fought with him ; but the Gods had 
(iv.n him the Pillory, though with gre.t H~,::rd end 
‘ Difficulty ; end that he was fled to them -from the 
fury of ft!ch as would h uve jlaln him. He fpoke 

with that Artifice and Inlinuation, that the Soldiers 
believ’d him; and though he did not 


•.m 


expreny 

mention his Brother’s Death, yet they foon per¬ 
ceiv’d that he had ilain his Brother. Therefore 
the better to fecuro their In ter eft, he immediately 
promis’d to bellow upon them the fame Gifts and 
Rewards that were ufually given upon the new 
Election of an Emperor: And immediately he lent 
for an infinite Mals of Money, and was fo pro¬ 
fit fe and extravagant in his Diftiibutions, that 
in one Day he gave to the Soldiers aim oft all 
that Treafure his Father had been fetaping together 
for eighteen Years. By which means he gain’d 
the Aife&ions of the Soldiers ; and though he met 
with Oppofition from fome, yet at length they 
proclaim’d him foie Emperor, approved of the 
Death of his Brother Geta , and pronounced 
him a Traitor, and an Enemy to the Common¬ 
wealth. The next Day Caracalh furrounded with 
Soldiers, removed to Rome, and allembling the Se¬ 
nate, with his Guard about him, he made a formal 

Oration, txc'tjtng his own, and condemning his Bro- 
h.nrs Frail ices j affirming, that to chaflije an unlawful 

but approved by the ventral 


f ( I ^ 


t!jo 


dgrejjor was not only jaj .,.- ~j .... ^ 

Vracrice of Mankind : Of' which here was a memo 
>dl:le hi fiance of Romulus the Founder of the C i ty , 
could not bear the si front of his Brother , who 
cnly rtfeded upon his Buildings. Thtfe and fome 
other Pretences caufed the Senators, fome out of 

Favour, and others out of Fear, to approve of his 
Death, and to juftify the Murrher. However he 
gave his Brother an honourable Funeral, bury’d 
him in a (tardy Monument built by Seven's, wept 
3 $ often as he law his Picture, and heard hi> Name 

mention’d $ 
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mention'd; and being told that his Fratricide might 
in fome degree be expiated by calling his Brother 

a God, he anfwer’d. Let him he a God, f.nce he's not 
alive. 

After this, to fecond his Wickednefs with the 
greater Cruelty, he proceeded againft Men of all 
Ranks, as though they had been guilty of con- 

fpiiing againft his Perfon , committing infinite 

Murthers and Barbarities He commanded all his 
Brother’s Servants to be ilain without Mercy, to¬ 
gether with many Senators and E^uites, who were 
Friends to his Brother ; and caus’d his own Wife 
Tlautina and Pcmteianus, Grandfon to Antoninus 
Tbilofophus , to be put to Death. He fent Poifon 
to Lattss, and obliged him to take it; who, as he 
was the tirft of thofe who perfuaded him to the 
Murther of Geta, was the hrft that fell a Sacrifice 
to his Ghoft. He caus’d the Head of Papinian, the 
renowned Civilian, to be ftrucken off, for refil¬ 
ling to write a Vindication of his Brother’s Death, 

and telling of him. That it was much eajier to com¬ 
mit a Parricide , than to juftify it. He caus’d all 
Governors and Commanders to be (lain w'hich 
his Brother had plac’d in the Provinces, and like- 
wife the Veftal Virgins, and above rw'o thoufand 
Others, who adhered to his Brother’s Party. No 
Manefcap’d that had the leaft Acquaintance with 
Geta: All Wreftlers, Charioteers, Players, Singers 
or Dancers that had any ways contributed to his 
Diveriion, were all facrific’d to his prefent Fury. 
Whole Nights were fpent in the Execution of his 
bloody Decrees; and the dead Bodies of People of 
all Ranks and Ages were contemptuoufly thrown 
into Carts, andhurry’dout of the City, where they 
were burnt in Heaps, without the Decency of com¬ 
mon Ceremonies. 

The Emperor took a peculiar Delight in all Afts 
of Cruelty, for that realon alone preferring 

nihf 
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nibal, SyUa , and Tiberius , before any other Com¬ 
manders ; and knowing well that he could not 
make himfelf more beautiful, he took the Advan¬ 
tage of making himfelf appear more terrible, and 
like Caligula , affe&ed a cruel and furious Coun¬ 
tenance. The People were likewife miferably op- 

prefs’d by his Cruelties, and the Infolence of his 

Soldiers j more particularly at a folemn Time, 
when the Emperor was prefent at the Circenfian 
Games, the People having derided a certain Cha¬ 
rioteer whom he favour’d, in a great Rage he 
commanded his Soldiers to rufh in among the 
Multitude, and kill all who had affronted his 
Judgment. But it being impoflible to find out the 
Delinquents in fo great a Throng, the Soidiers fet 
furioully upon all that ftood in their way, and 
cut great Numbers in Pieces. So that he began 
to be hated and abhorr’d by all People, but rhe 
Tratorian Soldiers, whom he allow’d and coun¬ 
tenanc’d in all kinds of Outrages; and to encoun- 
rage their Infolencies, and his own prodigious 
Extravagancies, he miferably harrafs’d and impo- 
verifh’d his Subjects in all Parts of the Empire, 
by his excelfive Imports and Taxes: And he fre¬ 
quently maintain’d, That Money ought not to be 
lodg'd in private Hands , but all ought to go to 
the Exchequer, to be dijlributed among the Soldiers. 

When his Mother took the liberty to blame him 

for hisfevere Imports, he like a true Tyrant Ihew’d 
her his naked Sword, and reply’d, As long as 1 
have this , I will never want. He delighted more 

in the Companies of Magicians and Juglers than 
in Men of Worth; for perceiving himfelf hated 

by the People, he faid pubiickly, That he could 
command his own Security , though not their Love j 
therefore he neither valued their Reproaches , nor feard 
their Hatred . 


But 
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But afterwards, when this Emperor found him- 
felf generally detefted in the City, he refolved to 
depart from thence, and take a Journey through 
all the Provinces of the Empire, giving our, That 

he went to reform the Legions , and tjrablifh the 

Teace of the Em fire. And taking his way towards 
Germany and the River Danube, there, to w r in the 
Hearts" of the Country People, he followed the 
Fafhions ufed in that Country, hunted and kill’d 
wild Beads, took upon him the German Habit, 
which he praifd and efteem’d above the Roman 
Drefs, and chote fuc’n of the German Soldiers as 


were moth throng and active for his Guard. 


He 


fought a!fo to gain the Affections of the other 
Soldiers, by fhewing himfelf very atfaole and fo- 
ciable, perionably aihfiing them in their bodily 
Exercifes, eating and diinking with them, and do¬ 
ing many other things like a hardy Man and a 
Soldier, by which means he became popular in 
the main ; but could not with-hold himfelf from 
many Extravagancies and Cruelties, putting cer¬ 
tain Eminent Men among the Get mans to Death. 
Having fettled Affairs in Germany as he thought 
fir, he took his W ay towards Thrace, and entered 
Macedonia, where an extravagant piece of Folly 
polTefs’d him : For hete he pretended to be an ex- 
iing Admirer of Alexander the Great ; and to 
publish his noble Exploits, fent Commandment to 
ered his Statue in many Parts of Rome • 


, among 

which he had one fer up with two Faces, one 
refembling Alexander, and the other himfelf. He 

likewife commanded his Followers to call him by 

the Name of Alexander, and Antoninus Magnus', 

and by the Suggcftions of his Flatterers, he was 
brought to fuch a fond Conceit, that he conti 


with an awful and 


nually walked tike Auxmmcr, 
threacning Countenance, and like him bent his 
Head to his Shoulders; and whaifoever he ob- 

ferv’d 
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fcrv’d in the Countenance of Alexander , he imita¬ 
ted to the Life, and perfuaded himfelf that he had 
the fame Lineaments and Proportions. So that 
within a few Days, from a German , he became a 
Macedonian in Habit, Fafhion, and Behaviour ; 
and commanded one Squadron of his Army to be 
call’d a Phalanx, according to the Macedonian Cu- 
flom, and many of his Commanders to be call’d 
by the Names of thole of Alexander. Shortly af¬ 
ter arriving at the Lej]lr Ajia , and the Ruins of 
Troy, viewing the Sepulchre of Achilles, he cook 
up with another lenfelefs Humour, which was in 
all Things to refemble Achilles ; and his Freed Man 
Ftjhts dying at that Time, he ridiculoully us’d the 
fame Ceremonies that Achilles did at the Funerals 
of his Friend Patroclas. So that in all Countries 
he travell’d more like a Player than an Emperor, 
which Levity and Inconftancy caus’d the Deri- 
iion and Contempt of fome, and the Shame and 
Indignation of others. And he was fo extrava¬ 
gant, that in all Places where he winter’d, or in¬ 
tended to winter, he caus’d Amphitheatres and 
Cirques for publick Games, with vaft Charge to be 
erected, and within a. fhort time after to be taken 
down again. 

Travelling in this manner through the Lejfer 
Mi, and from ther.ce into Syria, he pafs’d over 
into Egypt, declaring his defire to fee the City of 
Alexandria, becaufe its renowned Founder Alex- 

ctl.r, though with delign to be reveng’d on the 
Inhabitants for their Jelts and contemptible Names 
they had given him, conformable to his Perlon and 
Vices. At his Arrival he W2S folemnly receiv’d, 
and with great Joy. the Air being fweetned with 
the richeft Perfumes and Gums, the Ways ftrew’d 
vith Flowers, and a mighty Concouife of People 
gather’d together from many Parr s. Here he of- 
P'l’d feveral Sacrifices, and Ifitw’d many great Fa¬ 
vours 
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vonrs to the Inhabitants- but foon after affembli n 
them to fee fome publick Games, he caufed them 
to be fuddenlv furrounded by the Soldiers; and in¬ 
finite Numbeis of all Ages, Ranks, and Degrees, 
were cut in pieces, to the incredible Aftoniflnnent 
and Terror of the whole City and Country. Ma¬ 
ny of the Soldiers were likewife kill'd, and the 
fiaughter was fo great, that Herodian tells us, that 
all the Plain flowed with Blood, which difcharging 
it felt" into the Sea and the Nile, difcoloured the 
Mouth of that mighty River, and all the Neigh¬ 
bouring Shore. 

After this barbarous Inhumanity at Alexandria , 
he return’d through Palefiine into Syria ; and being 
detirous to fignalize himfelf by fome memorable 
Exploit, he fent an Embaffy to Artabanus , King 
of f'art hi a, to defire his Daughter in Marriage, de¬ 
claring, TI)at he was coming to folemniz,e the Nupti¬ 
als', and that King being perfuaded ro meet the 
Emperor in a fpacious Plain with a fplertdid Con- 
courfe of Nobility, unarmed Soldiers and People, 
he fuddeniy fet upon them with his Army, and 
made a mod terrible Slaughter, Artabanus himfelf 
with great difficulty efcaping. SpartLn tells us, 
that in the midft of this tumultuary Engagement 
Caracal!.; let luofe wild Bealls among them, which 
fall added to the Mifchief and Confufion. Gain¬ 
ing by this Exploit much Booty, and as he thought, 
much Glory, he writ long and boafting Letters to 
the Senate, as if he had made an entire Conqueft 
of the Eaft, afiuming the Title of Partbicus for this 
piece of Treachery, as he had before that of Ger- 
maniern , for killing fome of the German Nobility. 
He feemed now to regard neither true Honour 
nor Virtue, but gave himfelf up to all kinds of 
Luxury and Extravagancy; ana proceeded fo far, 
as to attempt his Mother-in-Law, Julia. For one 
Day feeing her by chance, or rather purpofely, 
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let fall her Veil, which difclos’d her naked Breafts 
and Beauty, which was great; he with a wanton 

Look told her, That were it lawful , he would pojfefs 
that Beauty he faw. To whom /he made anfwer, 
without any Ihew of Decency or Modefty, That aU 

things were lawful to Him , who made Laws for 
others , and was fubjett to none. Whereupon fetting 

afide all Duty and Refpeft to his dead Father and 
Brother, he refolv’d to marry her, and accordingly Caracalla 
celebrated the Nuptials in pubiick, fhortly after, ”ff rr J es his 
with the Mother oi his Brother, whom he had be- if' t 
fore murther’d. 

After this, Caracalla enjoy’d but little Reft and 
Quiet in his Thoughts, being tormented with in¬ 
finite Jealoufies and Sufpicions of Confpiracies j 
and dealing much with Magicians and Aftrologers, 
and diving into the Secrets of Gods and Demonds, 

he fent from Mefopotamia to Matcrnianus , his great 
Confident in Rome , and Governor of the City, fe- 
cretly to alfemble the beft Aftrologers, and demand 
of them what Death he was to expert, and like- 
wife to know of them whether any at prefent con- 
fpir’d or practis'd his Death. Thefe Commands 
were fpeedily perform'd by Alatemianus, who wri¬ 
ting to the Emperor, either by the Advice of the 
Aftrologers, or his own Suggeftions, told him. 

That Macrinus, who was now one of his principal 
CwimandiTS with him in Mefopotamia, had a Dejtgn 

againjl his Life , therefore the MJtrologers advis'd Dim 

immediately to difpatch Him : Which Letter was lent 

leal’d and made up among others, to be convey’d 
with the greater Secrecy. The whole Packet was 
deliver’d to the Emperor as he was entering his 
Chariot, in order to a pubiick Race with other 
Chariots 5 and not being willing to be interrupted, 
gave his Letters to Macrius to read over, and to 
give him an Account of the Contents afterwards. 
Macrinus perufing the Letters, met with that 
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which aim’d at his DeftruCtion ; wherefore find¬ 
ing his own Danger, he referv’d that Letter to 
himfeif, and acquainted the Emperor with the 

reft. Bur not doubting but Mater-,nanus would 

write again upon the fame Subject, he refolv’d 
to fecure himfeif by the Emperor’s Deftrudtion ; 
And fixing upon one Martial, a ftout and ftrong 
Centurion of the Guards, who hated the Emperor 
for his Brother’s Death, and his own Difgrace, 
he perfuaded him to revenge bis Brother's Mur- 
tbtr by the Tyrant's Death , which he might eaftly 
effect , being continually fo nigh his Perfon j pro- 

mifing him not only Protection, but likewife great 
Promotion after the Baft. Martial readily agreed 
to his Propofals, and a few Days after Caracalla 
coming from a Temple near a City call’d Carres, 
and riding with a lmall Retinue towards the City, 
withdrew himfeif privately to disburthen Nature, 
with only one Page to hold his Horfe. Martial 
perceiving this fair Opportunity, and pretending 
that the Emperor call’d him, ran haftily to him, 

and ftabb’d him behind, fo that he died imme¬ 
diately. Though Spartinn tells us, that he did it 
while he pretended' to help the Emperor to his 
Hone. After which he unconcernedly return’d 
to his own Horfe, and by little and little retir’d 
from his Company j but his Flight being perceiv’d 
and the Emperor’s Death related by the Page, he 
was purfued by the German Horfe, and hew'd in 
Pieces. 

This was the deferved Death of Baffanus Cara- 
call a , the Twenty fecond Emperor of Rome , in 
the 19th Year of his Age j after an odious Reign 
of about fix Years, above one with his Brother 
Gtta, and five by himfeif: who by by his execrable 
Vices and monftrous Enormities, made himfeif de- 
reited by all Mankind, except his Soldiers, who 
for their own lakes preferred him for a while in 
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his Throne, and at laft brought him to a violent 
and unnatural Death, which Tyrants feldom or 
never efcape; which lhews there is no Security in 
unjuft Force and Authority. After the Death of 
this Monfter, it appear’d, that he had procured as 
much Poifon from the Inhabitants of the Upper 
Afia, as coft him 212000 Crowns, that he might 
poifon as many ways as he pleas’d. In all things 
he moft refembled Caligula , and likewife in his 
Death, which was the greater Puni fitment and 
Judgment from Heaven, by being followed by 
that of his Infamous Wife and Mother-in-Law, And of 
Julia, who being at Antioch, upon the News ofJ ulia - 
his Death, in a great Rage and Defpair poifon’d 
her felf, and fo ended her impious Life. Caracalla , 
died in the 970th Year of the City, 240 after the 
Settlement of the Empire by Augujlus , 217 after 
our Saviour’s Nativity, m after the laft of the 
Twelve Caefars, and 24. of the publick Sale of the 
Empire by the Soldiers. 

% 

V. The fudden Death of Caracalla caus’d fome J, ]) m 
Tumults and Confufions among the Soldiers5 and 217. 
not knowing whom to condemn for this Murther, 
they gathered about the Body 4 and the firft that 
came to have aliifted the Emperor was Macrinus, 
who by his Tears and Lamentations prevented all 
Sufpicion: For all People conceiv’d that Martial 
had committed this Murther folely out of private 
Pailion and Revenge. Soon after the Army pro¬ 
ceeded to an Election of a new Emperor; for they 

had no refpedl to young Bajjlanus or Hdingabalus , 
whom Caracalla is laid to have had by a Concu¬ 
bine, call’d Socemias or Semiamira , Niece to Julia , 
both by Reafon of his Youth, and the loofe Car¬ 
riage of his Mother, which made all People doubt 

whether he was the Son of Caracalla or no. For 
two Days the Soldiers were in fufpence, whether 
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they (hould fix upon Audentius or Macrinus ; but 
knowing the former to be eminent for his Wifdom 
and Difcretion, andlikewife his Experience in War, 
they at length chofe him. But Audentius wifely 
confidering the numerous Perils and Diforders in 
the Empire, refus’d to accept of it, alledging his 
Age, and his Inabilities of governing the Empire 
as he ought; whereupon they immediately chofe 
Macrinus , who readily accepted of it, and making 
a flattering Oration to the Soldiers, he diftributed 
great Quantities of Money among them to pur- 
chafe their Favour and Fidelity. He alfo nomi¬ 
nated his Son Diadumenus for his Companion 
and equal in the Empire, to whom he gave the 
Name of Antoninus, both to rake away the Sufpi- 
cion of the Murther of Caracalla, who was called 
Antoninus, and becaufe that Name was highly ac¬ 
ceptable to the Remans, upon the Account of the 
excellent Reigns of Antoninus Pius, and Antoninus 
Pbilofofhus. He likewife wrote long Letters to the 
Senate and People of Rome, reciting the Manner of 

his Election, and defiring their Approbation of it, 

M»crlnus ufing likewife many lblemn Oaths, That he -was 
*** Hs s>n not guilty of the Death of Caracalla. The Senate 
DUdtime. certify’d of the Death of Caracalla, without 

r i£’p™trs* muC h confideration of the Deferts of Macrinus, 

confirm’d the Election; and likewife that of his 
Son and Companion Diadumenus. They order’d 
alfo all common Informers, and Servants who had 
accus’d their Matters, to be publickly Gibbetted; 
and what by Profcriptions, and what by Capital 
Punifhments inflidted on profligate Villains, the 
City and Empire was tolerably well purg’d, and 
the People had fome kind of Security and Dawn 
of Liberty. 

Opiiius Macrinus at his Entrance upon the Em¬ 
pire, was about fifty three Years of Age, being of 

an obfeure Parentage, fome lay a Moor by Birth, 

who 
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who with fmall Deferts, and by way of Favour, 
attain’d to the Office of Pratorian Pratfeft, and 

now by Treafon and Chance arriv’d at the Empire. 

Shortly after his Election he receiv’d Intelligence, 
that Artabanus , King of Parthia , was coming 
down with a mighty Power to be revenged of the 
Injury and Barbarity of Caracalla , knowing no¬ 
thing of his Death, This caufed Macrinus and 
Diadumenus to ufe all poffible Expedition to flop 
the Progrefs of the Parthians , who came very 
ftrong both in Horfe and Foot, and brought ma¬ 
ny Camels with them. In a fhort time the two 
Armies met, and came to a moft bloody Battel, 
which continued two feveral Days, wherein both 

Romans and Parthians fought fo obftinately, that 

at both times the Night only parted the Conteft, 
and either Party cry’d, Vi&ory , Vitlory ! though 
both were miferably harrafs’d and flaughter’d, with¬ 
out any apparent Difference or Advantage. Ma¬ 
crinus well knowing that Artabanus came highly 
inrag’d with • Caracalla in particular, fent him He¬ 
ralds and Ambaffadors, certifying him of his Death 
before the Battel j And if he defired the Amity and 

Alliance of the Romans he was ready to grant it. 
Artabanus underftanding that his great Enemy was 
dead, of which he had no Intelligence till then, 
readily embrac’d his Propofals of Peace and Amity, 
upon Condition that all fuch Prifoners as were ta¬ 
ken by the Treachery of Caracalla ffiould be imme¬ 
diately reftor’d, which was accordingly performed, 
and a Peace concluded ; Artabanus returning home 
to Parthia , and the two Emperors- to Antioch in 
Syria. 

Being at Antioch , Macrinus principally followed 
the Pleafures of the Place, negledting the Govern¬ 
ment of the Empire, delaying his Journey to Rome t 
though he was often urg’d by his own Soldiers, 

and iolicited by Letters from thence to come to 
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the City 3 And in this he committed a great Error 3 
for his flaying at Antioch was the firft ftep to his 
Ruin, where negledling his principal Concerns, he 
gave himfclf up to Uiot and Luxury. Where¬ 
upon the Reman Soldiers, being defirous of return¬ 
ing to the City, began to murmur and repine at 
his Delays, and way of Living, and likewife to 
contemn and defpife him. But that which caus’d 
the Soldiers greateft Hatred, was his extreme Se¬ 
verity in punifhing them, which inthefe licentious 
Times was infupportable, efpecially to thofe who 
made and deftroy’d Emperor’s as they pleas’d. His 
Severity was fuch, that inftead of Macrinus , he was 
by his own Servants termed Macelinus , as much 
as to fay Butcher 3 becaufe he made his Houfe as 
it were a Shamble of murther’d Men. He was like¬ 
wife named Mcz-mriHs, becaufe, like him, he fome- 
times join’d Living Bodies to Dead. He con¬ 
demned his Soldiers to the Crofs, and always in- 
fli&ed upon them the Punifliment of Slaves. He 
commanded two Soldiers, who had raviflied their 
Hoftefs’s Maid, to be fewed up in the Bellies of 
two great Oxen open’d alive, with their Heads only 
left out, that they might have liberty to fpeak 
to each other. He caus’d thofe Soldiers who com¬ 
mitted Adultery to be ty’d to their Female Crimi¬ 
nals, and burnt them alive; though we are told 
that his Wife Ncnia Cel fa was inlatiable that way, 
He was wont to fay. That he ivas very mild and 
merciful, when in a Mutiny be punijhed but one Sol¬ 
dier in a hundred with Death 3 whereas he thought they 
deferv d to be decimated , or at leaf one in twenty to 

fuf'er. We are likewife inform’d that he punilhed 
fome by fhuning them up in ceil’d Walls, where 
they dy’d miferably. Thefe Severities made the 
molt of the Soldiers abhor him 3 and the Senfe of 
Loyalty being long forgotten, they grew more and 
more audacious, and began openly to tax the Pro¬ 
ceedings 
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ceedings and Actions of the Emperor, and to with 
hi5 Death, and likewife to praftife it, within a Year- 
after they had given him the Empire. 

But that which the mod of all promoted the 

Ruin and Downfal of Marcrinm , was the Contri¬ 
vances and Artifices of Mafa, Sifter to the late 
Emprefs Julia , a Woman of great Subtilty and 

Policy, who ever fince the Death of Caracalla con¬ 
tinu’d in a City of Phoenicia called Emeja , not far 
diftant from Antioch, and Macrinus' s Army. This 
Woman had two Daughters, Semiamira and Mam- 
man : The former had a Son named Bajjianus, 
fourteen Years of Age j and the latter another 
call’d Alexia-,uis, two Years younger. All thefe 
were then with Mafa at Emffia, in which City fhe 
made both her Grandfons Priefts of a magnificent 
Temple, formerly erected to the Memory of Fau- 

fiina , Emprefs to Antoninus Philofophus , and now 

dedicated to the Sun. Raffia-,ms the Eldeft was 
particularly call’d Heliogabalus, which in the Phoe¬ 
nician Language fignifyed, A Priefl of the Sun ; and 

by reafon of his great Beauty was much admired 
by the Reman Soldiers. This was foon perceiv’d 
by Mafa, who being very rich in Gold and Jewels 
by means of her great Bribes and Gratuities in 
former Reigns, gave many Gifts and Prefents to the 
Roman Soldiers, who frequently repaired to this • 
Temple, both from the Garrifon in the City, and 
from the Camp of Macrinus. She often fhewed 
them her Grandfon Heliogabalus, and as often told 
them, That both He and his Coufin or Brother Alexi- 
anus were begotten by Caracalla, whom Macrinus 
had f bin by Treafon ; which they believing, feveral 
by Sight, and others by Report, began to affect 
him, and to defire him for their Emperor. On the 
contrary, Macrinus being generally hated by the 
Soldiers, fome Colonels and Captains near Erne fa, 

mov’d by the large Prelents and Promifes of Mafa, 

D d 4. the 





408 


Heliog*- 

balus fetr 

mpfir Em 

fcrfT. 


The (Roman Hi ft cry. Book 11, 

the greateft part agreed. That he fliould fend He- 
liogabr.lus into their particular Camp, and they 
would proclaim him Emperor. Whereupon this 
fubtle Proje£trefs, being well acquainted with Em¬ 
perors Courts, immediately took her Grandfon 
by the Hand, and went with him to the Camp, 

where he was immediately received Emperor: 

Though Capitolinas tells us, that certain of Maori- 

nus's Legions being in a Mutiny, went firft to feek 
Hcliogab.Aw. This matter being publifh’d abroad, 
the Report of it caus’d great Alterations in Men’s 
Minds 5 and all Men began to affeft Heliogabalus , 
as being both Son and Grandfon to an Emperor, 
and for having rhe Name of Antoninus, which they 
accounted both facred and fortunate. But Macri- 

vus (hewed little Concern, contemning that Fa¬ 
ction, which was rais’d only by a Woman and a 
Eoy, judging it fufficient to fend an Officer call’d 
Julian, with certain Legions, to befiege and de- 
ftroy them 3 which might have been ealily effected, 
had he gone in Perfon. The Forces of Helioga- 
b. lus were infufficient to give Battel to Julian 3 
bur remaining in their Camp well fortify’d and 
provided, they buffered themlelves to be invefted : 
but the Soldiers of both Parties often conferring 
together, thofc in the Camp (hewing young He- 
licgabalus to the other, put them in mind of his 
Father’s Munificence to them, and Macrinus'% Se¬ 
verities, perfuaded them to follow him: Which 
prov’d fo effedtual, that they immediately cut off 
the Commander Julian s Head, and w'ent over to 

Udicgabalus. 

The News of the Revolt was a Thunder-clap to 
Macrinus , who immediately w ith his Son was 
oblig'd to forfake the Pleafures of Antioch , and 
with his whole Force and Power to march again!! 
Heliogabalus. In the Confines of Syria and Tha- 
nicia both Parties join’d Battel, in which Fear and 

Defpair 
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Defpair caus’d the Soldiers of Heliogabalus to fight 
furiouflv and obftinately3 bur of Macrinus' s lide 
only the Praetorian Soldiers perform’d their Duty, 
the reft were remifs and negligent 3 and a consi¬ 
derable part abandoning him, went over to the 
contrary fide: Whereupon Macrinus accountings Qv<r. 

himfelf loft and defticute, fled from the Battel, and thrnt 
Heliogabalus gain’d the Victory. He and his Son, 
with fome choice Friends, travell’d with the ut- 
moft Expedition and Privacy through the Provinces 
of the Lcfftr Jfia, and enter’d Bithynia , with a De¬ 
termination to get to Rome as foon as poflibly he 
could, where he knew his Arrival was much de- 

fired. But unfortunately falling fick in the City 
of Chalcedon , he was overtaken by thofe whom 

Heliogabalus had fent to purfue him 3 who fhewing 
their Letters and Commands to the City, and de¬ 
claring the Vi&ory of Heliogabalus , were obey’d j 
and Macrinus lying lick, void of all Favour and 
Friendlhip, together with his Son, was there put 
to Death. Thus unfortunate were Macrinus and AnMtaths 

Diadumenus , the Father and Son, who together 
made the Twenty third Emperor of Rome , having Diadu- 
rugn’d but one Year and two Months: All which menus. 
Was occafion’d by the Negligence and Remii’snefs, 

as much as Severity and Cruelty of Macrinus 3 who 
notwithftanding he had the Reputation of a nice 
and experienc’d Commander, was overthrown and 
depriv’d Loth of his Life and Empire, only by an 
old Woman and a Child. This happen’d in the 
971ft Year of the City, 1 18th after our Saviour’s 
Nativity, and the 15th after the publick Sale of the 
Empire by the Soldiets. 

VI. Immediately after the Death of Macrinus and £>. 
his Son, Heliogabalus, by the Advice of his Grand- 218. 
mother Maja, wrote to Rome in the moft obli¬ 
ging and fawning manner imaginable3 which was 

not- 
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norwithftanding ill digeftcd by the Senate and Peo¬ 
ple of Rome , who much more defired the Govern¬ 
ment of Macrinus. But finding they were fo un¬ 
able to refill fuch a powerful Party, they yielded 
Hdioga- Obedience to Heliogabalus ; of whom they conceiv’d 
baius maJt f ome hopes from his good Form and Conftitution 

* cnr ‘ of Body, and the Name of Antoninus , which in 

Rome was highly efteemed and refpe&ed. By rea- 
fbn of his Youth all things were now order’d by the 
Counfcl and Directions of AJuefd and her Favou¬ 
rites ; who fettling the Affairs of the Eafi, haften’d 
towards Rome with the young Emperor ; bur being 
conflrained to tarry in Bithpiia , he there by feve- 
ral In fiances manifefted his fcandalous and irre¬ 
claimable Life. He was but fourteen Years of Age 
when he was eleCted and as he was the young- 
eft, fo he was the moft profligate Emperor that 
Rome ever faw r . This Monfter had more Names 
than Hydra had Heads j for while he was a private 
Perfon he was call’d Lari us, from one of his repu¬ 
ted Fathers a Syrian , next Avitns and Lupus, from 
his Grandfather by his Mother’s tide. He was alfo 
nam’d Ajjyrius , from a barbarous Habit he then 
wore like fome of the AJijrian Priefts; and like- 
wile Heliogabalus, for being a Briefl of the Sun, as 

was formerly mention’d. As foon as he pafs’d for 
Caracas's Natural Son, to gain the Affections of 
the Soldiers he was call’d Baffianus j as he was foon 
after call’d Antoninus to pleafe the Senate and Peo¬ 
ple of Rome } which Name he fo much dilhonour’d, 

that he was call’d Vfeudo-Antoninus, and the Roman 
Sradanapalus ; and lallly, Tiberius and TraBitius, 
from the manner of his Death. His Life is one 
continu’d and amazing Inftance of the moft fuper- 
lative Effeminacy, and the moft unaccountable Ex¬ 
travagancy i and it cannot be determin’d which 
w r as moft notorious, his unbridled Obfcenity, his 
bounilels Prodigality, or his fantaftical Foolery. 

Of 
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Of thefe, and only thefe, have Writers treated ; 
which as they cannot be omitted without leaving 
our the whole Reign, fo they cannot be related 
with the Method and Decency which either Hifiory 

or Biography requires. Therefore I hope the Reader 
will excufe my complying with the Meannefs and 
Bafenefs of my Subiedtand Maretials, and my hand¬ 
ling that Trafh and Dirt which I could not avoid 
without a total Silence. 

Being folemnly received at Rome , the firft thing 
he undertook was the building of a Magnificent 
Temple in the Suburbs to the Sun, his God3 into 
which every Year with great Solemnity he brought 
him, preferring him before Jupiter, and made an 
Edift that the Remans Ihould pay a greater Vene¬ 
ration to the new God Beliogubulus , than to any 

Other, who, he faid, were all Servants to his God ; 

therefore he plunder’d other Temples to enrich his 
own, and endeavour’d to hinder the worfliipping 
of all other Gods but his. He declar’d. That he 
would command the IVorfhip of the Jews, Samaritans, 
end Chriltians, to be transferred and contained in his 
Temple. 

Then, that his God might not be deftirute of a 
Partner and Companion, he marry’d him to the 
ancient Image of Fallas, which for many Ages had 
been kept up with great Devotion 3 but this Match 
difplcaling him, in a fhort time he declared, That 
Ins God could not love fo Martial a IVife, and there¬ 
fore divorc’d his firft Wife, and marry’d him to 

Urania, faying. It was much more pnper to marry 
the Sun and the Moon together. And for a Portion 

he gave all the Treafure in the Temple of Urania 
to his God 3 and commanded all the People of 
Rome and Italy to make foiemn and publick Feafts 
for Joy of this fortunate Match. Norwashelefs 
fickle in relation to his own Wives 3 for he had fix 

in the fliort time of his Reign: The firft was 

Sbmia 
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Armia Faufiina , of the Lineage of Commodut , foi 
the Enjoyment of whom he caus’d her Husbanc 
Baffus to be put to Death, not permitting her tc 
weep for him. Divorcing her, he marry’d Cor¬ 
nelia Paula, an illuftrious Lady, to make bimjelf < 
Father betimes , as he faidy yet foon after, only upor 
pretence of having a Spot in her Body, he put hei 
away, and divefted her of all Honours. After this 
pretending to be in Love, he forc’d Aquilia Severe 
one of the Vejtal Virgins, from her Solitude, anc 
marry’d her ; which by the Romans was accounts 
a Crime of the higheft Nature. Underftandiny 
the Senate were difpleafed at this Sacrilegious Aft 

he wrote to the Fathers, affirming, She was a jh 
Match for a Priejl } and that from him and the chitj 
Triefiefs c/Vefta, there might fpring a Generation wi¬ 
thy of the immortal Gods. Yet he foon after di 
vorc'd this Wife, to efpoufe another, and likewifi 
two more, w’hofe Names are unknown, it being hart 
to determine, whether he was more blameable foi 
his frequent and illegal Marriages, or his fudder 
and caullefs Divorces. And at length, being pof 
fefs’d with a continual Inconftancy, he return’d tc 
his Prieftefs Aquilia Sever a. Nor did he reft here, 

but he took upon him the Quality of a Woman, 

and marry’d himfelf to Men, firft to Aurelius Zoti- 
cus , one of his Officers; and after that to Hierocla 
his Slave, who he fuifered to beat him feverely 
when he was guilty of any Excefs y all which he 
bore with great Patience and Duty, faying. That 

a Wife was oblig'd to fuffer every thing from her own 
Husband. 

He was of a Temper fo effeminate, and fuch 
an Admirer of Women, that the firft time he en¬ 
ter’d the Senate-Houfe, he carry’d his infamous 
Mother Semiamira along with him, and took Order 
that her Opinion fhould in all Cafes be particu¬ 
larly demanded; and from that time forward fhe 

fhould 
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fhould be prefent when all Matters of Importance 
were determin’d, and vote as the Fathers did: A 
thing which was wholly unknown, and ridiculous 
to all People. He likewife built a Senate-Houfe a- 
part on Mount uirinalis , on purpofe for Women, 
with fuitable Orders, Habits and Places; of whom 
his Mother was made Prefident: And their De¬ 
crees and Confultations were generally concerning 
the Adrelfes and Apparel of the Roman Matrons, 
their Places and Dignities, their Carriages and Be¬ 
haviour, their Vifits and Ceremonies, their Saluta¬ 
tions and Formalities, and an infinite Number of 
Matters of the like Nature. After this he pro¬ 
ceeded to more infamous Pradtices, and command¬ 
ed publick Stews to be made in his Palace, for the 

Conveniency of his Friends and Favourites; and 
redeemed molt of the common Proftitures in the 
City, that were Slaves, and gave them their Free¬ 
dom. He order’d likewife that to thefe two Years 
Provifion of Corn fhould be given them out of the 
publick Granaries, founded by Trajan and Seve¬ 
rn, which was diftributed with great Regularity. 
And delighting much in the Company of fuch 
fcandalous Pertons, at an appointed Time he com¬ 
manded all the Women that could be found of 
that Name and Converfation, to be aflembled to¬ 
gether, where he himfelf, clad in Womens Appa¬ 
rel, came in the midft of them, and made a formal 
Oration to them, particularly calling them Commi- 
litones , or Fellow Soldiers ; a Word then only us’d 
by Commanders to their Soldiers ■when they de- 
lign’d them Honour, by calling them Their Compa¬ 
nions in Arms. The Matters ot which they treat¬ 
ed and confulted, were deteflable Inventions and 
Means for their Libinious Fxercifesj and to make 
the Aflembly more compleat, he brought with him 
Ruffians and Bawds, who were his Brokers in thofe 
Ihameful Actions and Meetings. I forbear to ana¬ 
tomize 
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tomize this Monfler of Impurity, and to lay open 
the Variety of his prodigious Lulls and Incentives: 
I fhall only add, That he was a Man for all Women, 
and a Woman for all Men > and that the Devil in 
the fhape of a Hermaphrodite was not able to act 
greater Lewdnefs than he. 

As to the Prodigality of this Emperor, he made 
it his Care and Study to invent Means of fpend- 
ing excelfively, and to find out fuch Delicacies 
and Rarities as had never been thought of. He 
never fate but among fweet-fmeliing Flowers, 
mix’d with Amber, Musk, and other exquilite 
Odours; nor would he eat any thing but what 
was of an exceflive Price, and fought means to 
make all his Meats exceeding coftiy, being wont 
to fay, That that Meat was wholly infipid that was 
not dear bought. He attir’d himfelf in Cloth of 
Gold and Purple, befet with Pearls and precious 
Stones j and even upon his Shoes he wore Stones of 
inellimable Value and Curioiity. His Palace, his 
Chambers, and his Beds were all furnifned with 
Cioth of Gold, Silver and Silk, covered with Rofcs 
and fweet Flowers, among which were flreu’d 
many Jewels and Pearls; whenever he took Hcrfe 
or Chariot for a Journey, all the Way between his 
Chamber and the Place of Mounting, was covered 
with the Powder of Gold and Silver, he difdain- 
ing to tread upon the Earth as other Men did. 
All his Tables, Chefs, Chairs, and Vefiels of Ser¬ 
vice for his Chamber, even to thofe of the bafeft 
and meaneft Offices, were all of pure Gold 5 and 
his Pallats and Couches, which he often changed, 
were all fluff’d with the Down growing under the 
Wings of Partriges. He defpis'd all Wax Lights, 
but had his Hall and Chambers fill’d with large 
Lamps, which inllead of Oil, ccnfumed mod ex¬ 
cellent Balfirm, brought from sir Ada and India j 

and even his Urinals w r ere made of Onyx, and 

other 
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other precious Materials. Inftead of common Fu- 
t l t he burnt Frankincenfe, Cinnamon, Caflia, and 
other Indian fweet Woods, in his Dining-Rooms. 
Notwith(landing his Cloaths were fo rich and coft- 
1 o he never wore one Sure twice; and though his 
Fingers were continually fill’d with Rings, thofe 
he once pull’d of, were never us’d after by him ; 
as likewise his Plate of Gold and Silver, when he 
drunk a Cup, he always gave it away to him that 
ferv’d him that Day: And his Baths, after once 
bathing, were always pull’d down, and new built, 
and new furnifh’d with mod valuable Perfumes 
and Odours. He fill’d his Fifh-Ponds with Water 
diftill’d from Rofes, and made his Ships in the 
Naum a c bias to float in Rivers of Wine. He bath’d 
and fwam in Ponds of Aromatick Wine, which 
were fill’d in an Inftant for him, and fprinkled 
with Rofes, and perfum’d with the richeft Odours. 

In his Meals he was proportionably expenfive and 
luxurious; and that Supper which was of lead 
Charge commonly amounted to 6000 Crowns j 
and leveral which he made cod 60000 Crowns. 
Sometimes he promifed to give his Guefts a Phoenix 
to ear- and becaufe the Performance was impra¬ 
cticable, he generally gave them a great Quantity 
of Gold for it. Whenfoever he travell’d, which 
he often did for his Recreation, he was always ac- 
company’d with fix hundred Chariots and Horfe- 
Litters, with a great Number of Proftitutes of both 
Sexes, which were fometimes infufficient, fince he 
never lay with any Perfon but once, except he 
was marry’d to the Party. In his Travels when 
he was near the Sea, he never eat any Fifh, but fed 
upon Land-Fowl, and fuch Fiefh as was brought 
many Miles j and V hen he was far diftant from the 
Sea, he eat nothing but Fiib, which by Pods and 
particular Mdfengcrs were brought alive to make 
them the more chargeable. And for the lame 

Real on 
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Reafon he fed much upon uncommon and unufual 
Meats, imitating Apicius in eating the Combs of 
Cocks, the Tongues of Pheafants and Nightingals, 
the Spawns of Mullets, the Eggs of Patridges, the 
Heads of Parrots and Peacoks, and the Brains of 
Thrufoes and Phasnicopters. He fed his Dogs with 
Geefe Livers, his Horfes with grapes, and his Lions 
and Wild Beafts with Pheafants and delicate Birds. 
If he was by the Sea-fide, he accounted it an In- 

ftai ct of Greatnefs of Mind to fink fuch Shipping 

he found there loaden with Merchandize, after¬ 
wards paying the Proprietors both for Ships and 
Goods. Being reprov’d by a Friend for this itrange 

Prodigality, who ask’d him, Whether he did not 
fear Want hereafter ? He made Anfwer, ■ Can any 
thing he better for a Man than to he Heir to him- 
felf? And farther faid. That be defir d no Heirs , 
becaufe their Ambition of Government -would make them 

ccnfpire bis Death. 

This Emperor was fo boundlefs in his Prodiga. 
ilty, that he devour’d all the Revenues of It Ay, 

Spain , Gaul , Britain, German y, Dacia, Hlyrium, 
Greece , Africk, Afia, Syria , Egypt, and Arabia, 

with many other Provinces and ltlands3 and all 
was infufficent for his infinite Expences. He made 
certain publick Feafts in Rome, which were the 
richeft and moft fumptuous that ever were known 
in that City3 and he made vaft Diftributions a- 
mong the Soldiers and Citizens, of Corn, Money, 
Plate, Gold and Jewels3 which was the only thing 
which made him fupportable in the City3 as 
likewife the continual Endeavours of his Grand¬ 
mother Mafa to reform his riotous and voluptu¬ 
ous Life, and to procure good Order in the Go¬ 
vernment. But notwithftanding all her Care v and 
Induftry, the Provinces were miferably harrafs'd 
and opprefs’d 3 and many Barbarous Nations in¬ 
vaded the Frontiers of the Empire. For He- 

Uogahiilui 
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Uogabalus gave all Offices and Places of Truft to 
the nioft impious Wretches, and his chiefeft Com¬ 
panions in his Lewdneffes3 and depriv’d all good 
and vertuous Men of their Charges, fenc fome in¬ 
to Exile, and took away the Lives of others, who 
endeavour’d to reform his Enormities. He con- 
ferr’d Honours on the mod vile and fordid Per¬ 
sons, made Coi fuls of the Sons of Slaves, and 
on the contrary put great Perfons upon the bafeft 
Employments, c? tfing the Entrails of the Sacrifices 
to be born by C merals of Armies, and higheft 
Officers of State. In thefe and many other things 
he feem’d to invert the very Order of Nature, and 
proceeded fo far in his fanraftical Irregularities, 
that he commanded all the Bufinefs of the Day to 
be difparch’d by Night, and that of the Night by 
Day3 and accordingly he himfclf arofe from 
his Bed at Sun-fetting, being faluted as other 
Emperors were in the Morning, and went to his 
Reft at the riling of the Sun. His Aftions were 
often fo inconfiftent as to their Nature, and fo 
defpicable as to his Quality, that in reciting of 
them we can fcarcely obferve a juft Order or De¬ 
corum. He drove Chariots drawn by Elephants 
in the Vatican , levelling the Tombs which flood 
in his way 3 he was alfo drawn by four Camels 
in the Circus Maximus , by four Maftive Dogs in 
his Palace, and by four Stags in publick Places: 
Sometimes he was drawn by Lyons, naming him- 

felf Magna Maier 3 alfo by Tygers, being in the 
Shape of Bacchus , whom by his exceffive drink¬ 
ing he much refernbled 3 and others times he was 
drawn by four naked Women, and he himfelf 
naked at the fame time. He was fo extravagantly 
freakifh, that he caufed a Colle&ion to be made 
of ten thoufand Pound weight of Spiders, for 
which he gave a great Reward, declaring, That 
he had made an Efiimate of the Magnitude 
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of the City 3 and ar another time he caus’d to be 
gather’d ten thoufand iv.ice, a thouiand Rats, 
a thoufand Weazles, and as many Pole-cats, 
which he exhibited in a publick Show to the Peo¬ 
ple, for fome wife State Policy like the Former. 
His Gifts and Rewards which he gave to his 
Guefts at Suppers, and to the Players upon the 
Stage, were very numerous and extravagant, and 
as often defpicable and ridiculous: He gave away 
Eunuchs, Carts, harnefs’d Horfes, Mules, Litters 
and Chariots, with vaft Quantities of. Gold and 
Silver 3 and fometimes his Lots were fo order’d, 
that one Man Ihould have ten Camels, another 
ten Flies, another ten Pounds weight of Gold, 
another as much of Lead, another ten Oftriches, 
and another ten Eggs. To the Players in one Lot 
were ten Bears, ten Crickets, ten Lettices, and 
ten pound Weight of Gold 3 and he likewife 
gave dead Dogs, Bulls Flelh, and Purfes of Brafs 
lor Gifts and Rewards , rendring himfelf con¬ 
temptible and ridiculous to all People. He had 
a Cullom to invite to his Banquets eight old Men, 
eight bald Men, tight blind of one Eye, eight 
lame with the Gout, eight deaf Men, eight 
Blacks, and eight fo fat that their Table could 
fcarce hold them 3 with all whom he made himfelf 
and the Court merry. He generally convers’d and 
kept Company with the viJeft Perfons, with whom 
Fie diverted himfelf many Ways 3 particularly he 
caus’d them to fit down with him at Supper upon 
large Bellows, which being fwell’d and diftended, 
would fuddenly tumble them under the Table. 
He ty’d hi* Parafites to a Wheel, and turned 
them round in Water, calling them, His Ixionian 
Friends 3 and alfo thruft them into Chambers with 
deceitful Floors, which threw them down and 
Imothered them in Rooms fill’d with Rofes and 

Violets, that they might meet with Deaths fuitable 

to 



Chap. IV. HELIOGABALUS XXIV. 419 

ro their Lives. He tantaliz’d them with Mock- 
Feafts in Wax, Wood, Ivory, Marble and Glafs; 
and fometimes the Diflies which were provided 
for him, were exattly w-oven upon their Napkins, 
or painted upon their Tables, without having any 
Advantage from them. At the fecond and third 
Courfe he caus’d Bears, Pardals, Lyons and 
Leopards, which wanted their Teeth and their 
Claws, to be fuddenly let loofe among them j 
though fometimes he made them drunk before he 
terrify’d them with thofe difarmed Beafts. He of¬ 
ten fent the Servants of his Kitchin to Friends 
with Velfels fuppos’d to be full of Provifions for 
Prefents ro them; which when they were opened 
appeared to be full of Frogs, Scorpions, Serpents 
and Flies. Underftanding that the Citizens one 
Day had taken up their Places before Day in the 
Theatre, to behold the Sports, he caus’d Serpents 
to be thrown among them, whereby many were 
grievoufly bit and hurt by Flight: And after that 
proceeded to greater Mifchiefsj for being ad- 
difted to Divination by IrifpeSion of the Bowels 
of young Men facrific’d, he chofe many fair 
Gentlemen throughout all Italy, whofe Parents 
were living, that their Sorrow might be the 
greater. 

I mull not trace this vile Emperor in his more 
private Vices and Follies, which were fo filthy 
and contemptible, that they ought not to be 
nam’d or remember’d .■ What I have unwillingly 
recited were generally publick, which rendered 
him fo odious and defpicable, both to the Citi¬ 
zens and Soldiers, that he was often in Danger of 
his Life. His Grandmother Mafa perceiving this, 
by her Artifices and Pretences of freeing him 
from the Cares and Troubles of publick Bulinefs, 
gain’d fuch an Afcendent over him, as to per¬ 
vade him to adapt his Coufin German Ahxianm 

E e x to 
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to make him Cafar and his Succelfor, and like- 
wife Conful with him, calling his Name Alexan¬ 
der Severn;, the former from the King of Mace- 
don, and the latter from the Emperor his reputed 
Grandfather: And at the fame time the Senate, 
according to his Command , ridiculoufly voted 
Alexander, real Son to Helicgabalus , who was but 
two Years younger than his Father. Having thus 
got a Son, he endeavour’d all Ways to draw him 
over to his lewdCourfesj but this excellent and 
worthy Youth detefled his Enormities, fpent his 
Time in Learning, and the Converfation of Per- 
fons of the grearelt Merit both in Arts and Arms, 
having the greateft and wifeft Mailers in the Em¬ 
pire for his Inftru&ors. This daily encreas’d the 
Love of all Men towards him, and their Hatred 

to the other, who now repenting that he that 
rais’d him to fuch a Height, expelled his Tutors 
from the Court, and put the chief of them to 
Death, ridiculoufly alledging, That thefe Pedants 

fpoifd his Sen, who inflead of Dancing and Revelling, 
taught him Mode/Ij and Martial Exercifes. He Jike- 

wite fought means to deftroy him, or at lead to 
deprive him of the Name of Cafar and his Succef- 
for 3 but his Policy not being equal to his Wicked- 
r.efs, he was prevented by the Care of Mafa, and 
the Refolucions of the Pratorian Soldiers, who 
highly affc&ed this young Prince 3 and while He- 
licgahalus was walking in a Garden, they endea¬ 
vour’d to have flain him upon his Account 3 but 
he efcap’d, by hiding himfelf in a fecret Place. By 
the Fcrfuafion of Antochianus their Prefect, the 
Soldiers return’d to their Camp, where remaining 
iii a mutinous Manner, they requir’d, That the 

Emperor jhould remove certain vile and impious 
Ptrfons, who were very familiar with him, and mi- 
ferahlj opprefs'd the Subjeffs bp the exorbitant Eriks 

and Sales of Offices. And for the Security of the 

Per fons 
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Perfons and Morals of young Alexander, they 
requir’d, That a feleff Body of their Cohorts might 
be his particular Guard 3 and that none of the Em¬ 
peror's Favourites and Familiars (hould ever converfe 

with him. All which was immediately put in 
Execution, and the Soldiers reduc’d to their for¬ 
mer Duties. 

His daily Endeavours to fupplant his Coufin 
Alexander haften’d his Ruin 3 and being foretold 
by the Syrian Pl'iefts, That he jhould die a violent 
Death, he built a lofty Tower with Steps of Gold 
and Pearl, whence he might throw himlelf down 3 
prepared Cords of Crimfon, Silk, and Gold, to 
lirangle himfelf. Golden Swords and Daggers to 
(lab himfelf, and rich Poifon kept in Boxes of 
Emeralds and Jacynth , that he might chufe a 
Death according to his Humour3 declaring, That 

Ins Death Jhould be more Glorious and Magnifcent 
than any before him. He often fix’d Upon Alexan~ 
tier’s Death 3 but fearing that the Senate might 
ruin his Deligns by chuiing another Emperor, he 
refolv’d to anticipate them, and on a fudden ba- 
nifli’d the w'hole Senate out of the City, conitrain- 
ing them to depart immediately, without allow¬ 
ing to make the lead: Preparations for Travelling. 
Shortly after, having unfuccefsfully endeavour’d to 
| poifon Alexander , to found the Soldiers he report- 
led that he was dead, which immediately rais’d 
a Mutiny among them. To appeafe which, he 
immediately took Him along with him in a Cha¬ 
riot beautified with Pearl and Gold, to the Camp 3 
where the Soldiers Acclamations were folely di¬ 
rected to Alexander , and no refpedt (hewn to the 0- 

ther 3 which fo enrag’d Heliogabalus , that he threat- 
ned the fevereft Punifhmenis to thofe who ap¬ 
plauded his Coufin. But the Soldiers taking rhis 
Advantage, at his Return follow’d him to his 
Wace, purfu’d him into a Privy, whicher he had 

E e 3 tied, 
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fled, from whence they hawl’d him, and threw 
him into a nafty Sink , and then dragg’d him 
through the Streets of Rome like the Carcafe of a 
Dog, with this Military Acclamation, The Wheh 

of an untamed and rai e :ing Luji ! At laft when they 

found the Bulk of his pamper’d Body too large 
to enter the hollow Seat of a Privy, which they 
dciign’d for its laft Funeral Ceremony, they threw 
it into the Tiber , with heavy Weights ty’d to it, 
that none might ever find it and give it the Ho¬ 
nour of Burial. This was the miferable and ig¬ 
nominious Death of HtUogabalns the twenty fourth 
Emperor of Rome ; but in the eighteenth Year 
of his Age, after a detcftable Reign of about four 
Years j a Prince fo vile and abominable as is be¬ 
neath all farther Cenfure or Notice. The Judg¬ 
ment from Heaven appear’d the greater from the 
Senate’s and Peoples Approbation of his Death, 
and their making a Decree, Th.-.t thenceforward no 
Emperor cf Rome facie Id be call'd by the Name <f An¬ 
toninus } which was a Name held in fo much Ve¬ 
neration, that all the Emperors fince Antoninus 
! rhikfephns had taken upon them. His wicked Mo 
' ther likewiie receiv’d her Reward from Heaven, 
being llain by the Soldiers at the fame time, 
who thruft Stakes through the Fundaments of fe- 
veral of his lewd Companions, that their Deaths 

might be conformable to their Lives. This ban¬ 
ned L'. C. 915. A.D. an. and of the publick Sale 
of the Empire, 19. 


VIII. The Stare of Rome had now' been feverely 
harraC’d and arhidted; but upon the Death of 
Hdiegubalu:, it began to have fome Brea.hing, the 
Sena c return'd, and-ail the dark Clouds were 
dilpeiVd by the Appearance of young Alexander, 
who by the univerial Conlent of the Senate aid 
People as wtil as the Soldiers, was (worn and 

* obey’d 
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obey’d, as Emperor, of Rome. The Senate offer’d to. 
confer upon him many honourable Epithets and 
Surnames, particularly Antoninus and Maximus - 
but hemodeftly declin’d all, declaring openly in the 

Houfe, That he never delighted to ajjume what belong d 
to others , and that he found himfelf overladen with 
their Favours } fur thefe lofty Titles of Honour were 
too burden fane for one of his Years. Alexander and 
Pompey had jujlly acquir’d thefe Titles by their Ex¬ 
ploits and Triumphs } but for him they were as improper 

as the Name of Cicero for a Mute, or Varro for a 
Man abfolutely illiterate. His Firmnefs, and the en¬ 
tire Gravity of his Behaviour caus’d great Admi¬ 
ration } efpecially when they obferv'd, that the 
whole Body of the Senate was not able to vanquifh 
the Modefty of one young Man. 

Alexander Severtts, formerly Alexianus , was now 
about fixteen Years of Age, according to fame, 
and not fourteen according to others; being born 
in a City of Syria Call’d Area Ciefarea , of Mammasa, 
Sifter to Semiamira , a Lady of eminent Vertues 
and Accomplifliments • and his Father’s Name 

was Varius Aiarcellus, tho’ Dion Calls him Genefius 

Marcianus. This young Prince was a great Lover 
and Encourager of Learning; and having the 
moft celebrated Men for his Matters and Tutors, 
he became skilful in all the Liberal Sciences: Par¬ 
ticularly he was an excellent Mathematician, Geo¬ 
metrician and Mufician } he could paint and carve 
to a great Perfection, and likewife ting and play 
upon many Inftruments, which after he was Em¬ 
peror he never did but in private. He was like¬ 
wife remarkable for his Poetry} and fo confidera- 
ble for the Solidity of his Parts and Judgment, that 
at the beginning of his Adminiftration, he rather 
teem’d a wife old Man than a Youth} fo that the 
Joy of the Senate and People was inexprettibie for 
this happy Election. Beginning his Reign with 

E e 4 the 
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the real Affe&ion of all Men, by the Advice of 
his wife Mother, he chofe the worthieft and mod 
experienc’d Perfons in the Empire for his Counfel- 
lors ; and he never a&ed nor decreed any Thing 
without their Opinion, notwithftanding he was fo 
judicious and fagarious, that fcarce any Man cou’d 
impofe upon him; and if any attempted it, he 
feldom fail’d of obliging the Author to repent of 
his Labour. Among his Minifters of State, the 
principal were, Ulpian the renowned Lawyer ; and 
Stbinuiy who was call’d the Cato of his Time, and 
feveral other eminent Men of that Profeflion, all 
Scholars of the great Papinian ■, by reafon of whom 
the regularity of his Government was highly ad- 
plauded by all Men, there being a fudden Change 
and a happy Alteration in all Things: For in the 
three Jaft Reigns the moft infupportable Infolencies 
and Diforders were publickly committed, and tole¬ 
rated by the Governors. Wherefore, 

The firft Thing that this Emperor fet abour, was 
to reform all the Officers and Servants in his ow'n 
Palace, dtfplacing and banifhing all thofe lewd and 
infamous Perfons w hom Hdiogabalus had eftablifli’d 
there, declaring. That that Emperor was an ill Ste¬ 
ward of his People, who cut of their Bowels feeds a 
Company of unnecefjary Mouths that are noxious , or at 
leaf ufelefs to the State. He would admir none in¬ 
to his Palace to pay their Devoirs to him, his 
Wife or Mother, put Perfons of Honefty and good 
Reputation ; folemnly forbidding by the publick 
Ciyer all luch as knew themfelves to be other- 
wife, to approach his Prefence ^ for if he once 
difccver’d them, it ffiould coft them their Lives. 
He difpos’d of the Eunuchs whom Heliogabalus had 
mace his great Companions in Lewdnefs, and had 
promoted them to high Offices, and diftributed 

them among his Minifters, with this Order, That 
if for the future their Reformation did not become 

appa- 
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apparent, it fhould be lawful to punifh them with 
Death, without attending the Authority of the 
MagUkate. And that he might remove all Cor¬ 
ruptions of Manners, he ftridtly forbad the Ufe of 
itiixt Baths in Rome, where both Sexes bath’d to¬ 
gether ; all which had been prohibited by fome of 
the good Emperors, but w’ere revived by Hclioga - 
klm, being highly agreeable to his Temper. 

He was no lefs careful in his Regulations of the 

I Hdges and publick Officers whom his Predeceffor 
id eftablifti’d ; and aifo in the Senatorian and Eeyue- 
rian Ranks, he reftor’d to their Places and Dig- 
ides all fuch as had been unjuftly depriv’d. He 
bferved fo much Order and Regularity in his Ad- 
liniftration, that all Matters ot Juftice were con- 
nually determin’d by Men of Integrity and moft 
:arncd in the Law's; all Matters of Wars were 
lanaged by experienced Soldiers, and w ife old Men, 
eft read in ancient Hiftories; and in general, he 
lever difpos’d of any publick Office out of Favour 
ir Friendffiip, bur purely for Merit and Sufficiency, 
ring commonly elected both by him and the Se- 
late alfo. He ufually faid, That fuck only ought to 
f advance^ -who could difcharge their Offices by them - 
lives, and not by Deputies ; adding withal, That 
Martial Aden had their peculiar Faculties and Abili- 
its, and learned Men theirs ; therefore every Ferfon 
<mld acl according to their Knowledge and Capaci~ 

its. That he might be exadt in chufing Men, 
he obferv’d a laudable Cuftom when he appointed 
Governors of Provinces and Cities, which was to 
publifh the Names of the defign’d Perfons, defiring 
and encouraging all Perfons to make all juft Ob- 
jtdtions againft them, and manifcftly to prove the 
Crime, if there was any Caufe of Accufation ; 

proriding, that if they did not fufficiently prove 
their Charge, and if their Accufation proceeded 
from Malice, the Accufer fhould be immediately 

be- 
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beheaded For, faid he, fince Chriflians and Jews 
ufe fiucb careful Method} in the Choice and Ordinations 
of their Trie (Is , it is m o(h reafonable that the like 
Courfe ftould be taken in the Choice of Reclors of 'Pro¬ 
vinces, to whom are committed the Lives and For¬ 
tunes of tbofe under their Subjeciion. He never 
created a Senator without the Approbation of all 
the Members of the Houfe then prefenr, and the 
Teftimonies of intelligent grave Perfons- who, if 
they faliity’d, were to be degraded, and caft into 
the lovveft Clafs of all the People, and fometimes 
condemn’d, as in Cafes of Perjury, to lofe their 
Eftates, and be banifh’d for ever. And in choice 
of officers his Opinion w as, That they were m eft jit 
for publick Tlaces who declin'd them , not thoje who fuel 

for them. He was fo very careful of the Publick, 
that he tranfadfed no weighty Matter of Judica¬ 
ture wirhout the Ailiftance of fifty wife and learn- 
Men, and twenty Lawyers j where every Man’s 
Opinion was heard, committed to Writing, and 
a competent time Time allowed to each Counfellor 
to confider w T hat they propounded, that they might 
not fpeak unadvifably in Matters of Importance. 
He would in no Cafe permit Offices and Places to 
be bought and Sold 3 Fer , faid he, He who buys bis 
Office, mu ft needs fell J it (lice : I cannot bear any Mer¬ 
chants in Authority 3 which if I tolerate , I cannot af¬ 
terwards condemn their Aclions 3 and I jhall be aft am 1 
tepunijb that Per] on who bought,fince I once permitted him 
to be a Buyer. 

As this Emperor was exceeding careful in his 
Choice cf Judges and Magiftrates, fo he was a fe- 
vere Punifher of fuch as were guilty of the lead 
corrupt Practices 3 and was wont to fay, That he 
had always his Fi?:ger in readme]s to fhtek out the Eju\ 
of th.2t judge ho was partial, or a Receiver of Bribes 
and Gratuities j in which he was fo ftrift, that when; 
Arab in ///, a Perfon accus’d for that Crime, came 

with 


I 
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with Come Senators to pay him his Refpe&s, he 
cry’d out in a violent Pailion, Arabians not only 

lives , but takes me for Juch a Jinfelefs Frince , that he 
ire fumes to appear in my presence. He banifh’d One 

of his Secretaries for Forging a Bill in his Coun- 
fel, and caus’d the Sinews of his Fingers to be cut 
through, that he might never be able to write af¬ 
ter. He likewife commanded one of his own Ser¬ 
vants, who had received a hundred Crowns of a 
Soldier for a Bribe, to be hang’d in the High-Way, 
where his Servants commonly pafs’d to his Houles 
out of the City. He fo much detefted Bribery in 
the Cafe of Juftice, and Rewards and Gratuities 
in the Cafe of Places and Offices, that he never 
fpared his neareft Friends, if they were manifeftly 
convidied: And of this we have a memorable In- 
ftance of his chief Favourite Tnrivus , who by reafon 
of his Familiarity and Artifices, caus’d many to 
conclude, that the Emperor adfed nothing of mo¬ 
ment without his particular Advice. Which be¬ 
ing related to him, for a full Difcovery of his 
Practices, he caus’d a Ferfon openly to petition 
him for a Place, and then fecretly to folicite Turi- 
nus to affift him in his Suir, by earneftly moving 
the Emperor in his behalf: Which being done, 
and a confiderable Sum given him, he promifed 
his utmoft alfiftance to the Petitioner; and, with¬ 
out mentioning the Matter ro the Emperor, told 

him fhortly after, That he bad carefully Jollicited his 
Suit , andexpecled an Anfwer in a port Time. Where¬ 
upon the Emperor receiving Information, caus’d 
the Petitioner to be often urgent with Turims , who 
always pretended extraordinary Bulinefs, till in 
the Interim, the Place was dilpofed of to another 
Perfon, and the unjuft Practices of this Favourite 
expos’d to the Court, and laid open in the Pre- 
ftnee of the Emperor, who being fully allured of 

leveral Crimes of this Nature, immediately 


adjudg’d 

him 
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him to be bound to a Stake in the main Forum , 
and to be fmother’d to Death with the Smoke of 
green Wood and wet Stubbie, the pubiick Cryet 
in the mean time proclaiming, He -who fold Smoke , 
dies by Smoke. He was juftly fenfible, that the 
Carriages and Corruptions of the Magiftrates and 
pubiick Officers, were always of the higheft Con- 
fequence therefore he was wont to fay. That it 

was net a fufficient Puni[hment of their Crimes to de¬ 
prive them of their Places 3 but Jince their Trujls were 
fo great, their Lives in mc.fi Cafes ought to pay for the 
Breach of them. 

This Emperor w'as nor only careful in punilhing 
Offences and corrupt Officers, but likewife in re¬ 
warding all worthy Governours and Judges 3 fo 
that when he pafs’d through their Provinces, he 
took them into his Litter or Chariot with him, 
conferring many Honours and Advantages upon 
them: And the better to be affured of their Me¬ 
ries or Defe&s, he us’d certain private and fcledt 
Men, of great Vertue and Integrity, ftriftly to exa¬ 
mine their Lives and Actions, and to give an exaft 
Account of what pafs’d in the molt remote Pro¬ 
vinces and Cities of the Empire. When he fent 
any to fucceed in the room of a deferving Gover¬ 
nor or Magiltrare, he likew ife fent particular Thanks 
to him in the Name of the Common-wealrh, and 
beftowed great Rew-ards upon him, as Lands, Herds, 
Corn, and many other Things 3 but moll common¬ 
ly they were fuch Things as fell to him by Con¬ 
tingencies and Courfe of Law. For though this 
Prince was very liberal, yet like Jntoninus Philo- 
fcpbui , he was not prodigal 3 therefore he feldom 
made large Prefents of Money, at lead out of the 
(landing Revenues of the Empire 3 being wont to 

lay, that the Revenue of the Pubiick ought not to be 
(pent but on pubiick Buildings , or IVars , and on pub- 
L'ck Occafums, and not a von Favourites and Servants: 

There- 
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Therefore both within and about Rome, he erected 
many magnificent Edifices, as Palaces, Baths, 
Theatres, Colofles, Courts of Audience, with 
many other Structures. He kept a private Regi- 
fter of all fuch as merited to be confider’d for their 
Services; and he often refrefli’d his Memory by 
looking into his own Memoirs, in which he fet 
down the Names of publick Officers, with the 
Times, and real Caufes of their Promotions. 

Here he alfo regifter’d the Prefents he made to de- 
ferving Perfons, and when he found any to whom 
he had given nothing, or not anfwerable to his 
Merits, he called him to him, asking him. Why he 

was fo backward in demanding a Reward ? And why 
he would Juffer him to be in his Debt ? He was moft 

fevere towards Thieves; but was very liberal to 
fuch as he knew to be poor, that they might have 
no Temptations to Heal, or to covet the Goods of 
others. He lent to them large Sums of Money 
out of the Exchequer, with a fmall Intereft; and to 

I 1 great Numbers without any Intereft j to purchafe 
themfelves Lands, upon Condition of paying the 
Debt only in the Product He is obferved every 
Day to have done fome good to others, in which 
he exceeded the renowned Titus , by having the 
Happinefs of a longer Reign. He was alfo fo 
remarkable for his Mercy and Clemency, that in 
all his Reign there was not one Senator put to 
Death, nor any other Man, before his Accufation 
was throughly heard, and his Offence fufficiently 
proved : Yet he feldom remitted any great Crime ■, 
but never punifhed with Cruelty. When any Of¬ 
fender or Robber was punifhed, he ordered the 
common Cryer to ufe this memorable Sentence, 

Do not that to another , which you would not have ano¬ 
ther do to you , which he faid he learnt from the 
C brilliant. And he was fo in love with this Sen¬ 
tence, that he made Inscriptions of it upon his ow r n 

Palace* 
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Palace, his Courts of Judicature, and his publick 

Works and Buildings. 

Though this Emperor was very careful of the 
Revenues of his Exchequer, yet he never encreas’d 
them, or invented new Impoftions; but modera¬ 
ted and limited thofe of Helicgabalus , fo that in bis 

Reign much lefs Tribute was paid than to manyol 

his Predecefibrs , and no Man was injur’d oi 
opprefs’d upon the Account of Taxes. He re- 
ftrain’d the ordinary Charges of the Court, and 
reduc’d the Palace to an excellent Order; abridg¬ 
ing the fuperfluous Expences introduc’d by the 
Luxury of lome former Emperors. He apparell’d 
himfelf decently, but not extravagantly, a'ledging, 

That Government conffied in Virtue , and not in ctfilj 

yittlre ; therefore he wore no Jewels, nor would 
permit any in his Chamber, accounting it a great 
Vanity 7 , That a Thing fo fm&U in Quantity flu uid b: 
fo large in Trice. An Ambaiffador having prefented 
his Emprefs with two Unions of an extraordinary 
Size and Value, he order’d them to be expos’d to 
Sale ; but finding no one able to reach the compu¬ 
ted Price, and fearing her Example might be dan¬ 
gerous if fhe wore any Thing that could not be 
purchas’d, he dedicated them to ferve as Pendants 
to the Ears of a Statue of Venus. At his Table he 
never drank in Cups of Gold, nor allowed above 
two hundred Pound weight of Silver Veffels in his 
Houle; and whenever he made any publick En¬ 
tertainment, he borrowed both Plate and Servants 
of his Friends. He was Jikewife very affable and 
courteous in his Temper, admitting any Man into 
his Prefence, and hearing them freely. He famili¬ 
arly viiited all Perfons of Worth, and permitted 
any Man perfonaliyto inform him of his Bulinefs; 
and finding their Demands reafonable, he per¬ 
form’d their Requefts ; if otherwife, he calmly 
debated the Matter with them, and fhew’d them 

their 
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their Erro Being therefore blam’d by his Mother 

and wife, vho alledg’d. That his great Familiarity 
m Je his Ri n of lefs Authority and Refutation 3 he 
anfwa’d, J wever, it made it the more firm and du~ 

rrMe. His. indnefs and Clemency likewife exten- The c j, rI . 
ded to the Chriftians,fo that they were not moleft- mans/*, 
cd, but only a little in the beginning of his Reign : ward. 
And when the Chriftians had gotten PoffefTion of a 
terrain publick Place for the Exercife of their Re¬ 
ligion, and a Company of Cooks and Victuallers 
had claim’d the fame, he decided the Matter by 
his Refcript in thefe Words j It is better that God 
k there oiorfiiipped in any manner, than the Place 
mid be put to fuch Uj’es as they dejignd for it. In 

his Temples he had the Images of Chrift, and of 
Abraham, having likewife many Chrifiians in his 
Family 3 but as a blind Man, without full Know¬ 
ledge, he plac’d Chrift among his other Gods, offer¬ 
ing to adore Him under that Notion, and would 
have built a feparate Temple to Him, but was 
diffwaded by the Fagan Priefts. 

Alexander having reign’d about four Years, to 
the general Satisfaction of all Men, began to be 
allarm’d by the News of the Progrefs of the Perfi - 
Ms and Parthians in the Eafi. Fora famous Pirfi- 
m call’d Artaxerxes , of a mean Extract, but of 

extraordinary Courage and Policy, had revolted 

from Artabanus King of Parthia , overthrown him 
in Battel, and recover’d the ancient Kingdom of 
hrfia, w'hich for feveral Ages had been lubjeCt to 
the Parthians 3 after which he made Pretences of 

adoring the Per fan Empire to all its former Power 
and Splendor, and accordingly began a vigorous 
Invalion of Syria and Mefopotamia. The News 
of thefe continued Succelfes, at laft caus’d Alexan¬ 
der, in the tenth Year of his Reign, to make all ne- 
celfary Preparations to oppofe this new Conque- 
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ror j and in a fhort Time went in Perfon into 
Afta with a very powerful Army. Not long be 
fore this Expedition, Ovonius LamlUus , a Senaroi 
of an ancient Family, fwell'd with Conceit, begar 
a Revolt from Alexander , and endeavour’d ro mak( 
himfelf Emperor. Which being difeover’d, anc 
fufficiently proved to the Emperor, he fent for hirr 
to the Court, calmly telling him, That he gav> 

him Thanks for being fo willing to take upon him tk 
Care of the Empire , bow contrary Joever it was n 
the Sentiments of others who were good Men ; and 

immediately carry’d him along with him to th< 
Senate, and call’d him his Collegue, to the greai 
Shame and Confiifion of Camillus. After this, hf 
receiv’d him into his Court, plac’d him at his own 
Table, and habited him with the fame Imperial 
Ornaments with his own; and when this War wa! 
declar’d againft the Perjians , he delir’d him to beat 
him Company in the Expedition. They began theii 
March together on Foot, Alexander urging him to 
bear the Fatigue with Patience ; but at the end ol 
five Miles Camillas fail’d, whereupon Alexander 
order’d him a Horfe. After two Days March Ik 
became tired with his Horfe, and was by Alexaw 
der's Orders plac’d upon a Carriage, which ftili 
could not make him eafie : But whether it proceed¬ 
ed from Fear, Shame, or Wearinefs, he gladly re¬ 
nounc’d all Claims to the Empire, and would ra¬ 
ther have dy’d than continu’d in it. Upon this 

Alexander difrnifs’d him, and fent him to his own 
Houfe in the Country with a Guard, where he 

liv’d quietly for a confiderable lpace; but was at 
laft kill’d by the Soldiers, yet wholly without the 
Command of the Emperor, who had entirely 

gain’d his Heart, and had treated him with all ima¬ 
ginable Humanity. 

jp 
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In this great Expedition againft the Terfi.ms, the Altxan- 
Emperor was more than ordinary careful and vi- A f' sEx i 
' gilant 3 and in the Marches and Morions of his ^ 
Army, he obferved the greateft Regularity and Dif- ' £>, 

cipline j maintaining fuch Juftice among his Men, , j,. 
and punifhing all Robberies, Outrages, Injuries, 
and Mifdemeanours, with fuch Prudence and Se¬ 
verity, that his Camp feemed a well-govern’d Citv. 

His Soldiers were alfo handfomly cloth’d , and 
nobly arm’d ; the Cavalry well mounted, com- 
pleatly furnilhed and caparifoned j fo that to fee 
the Army of Alexander Sez/srr-is, was lufficient to 
give an Idea of the Grandeur of the Reman Em¬ 
pire. He was exceeding careful concerning Am¬ 
munition and Provitions, and that no Soldier fhou’d 
rob or defraud another, fo that if any Colonel or 
Captain detain’d the leaft pare of his Soldiers Al¬ 
lowance, he was condemn’d to inevitable Death. 

He once difearded a whole Legion at a time ; 
and never feared the Mutineers of his Army, be- 
caufe he knew that they could objeft nothing 
againft his Life, nor could reproach him with per¬ 
mitting his Officers to keep any part of their Pay 
from them. He was no lefs careful of all lick and 
wounded Perfons; he vilited them in their Tents, 
even thofe of the loweft Rank, and caus’d them 
tu be carryed upon Waggons, and to fupplyed 
with all Neceffiaries; declaring, That he iLjired to 

look more after his Men than him ft If becaufe the 
fttblick. Safety was in them. His Carriage and Be¬ 
haviour was always familiar and affable towards 
his Soldiers ; and whenfoever he din’d or lupp'd,' 
he fate with his Tent open in the view of all 
Men, feeding upon the lame Diet that other Sol¬ 
ars did. Bdides, he paid his Soldiers bounti¬ 
fully,^ and be flow’d many Rewards upon them ■ 
but if any, in their marching near Gardens and’ 

Orchards, went out of his Place, he commanded 

f h them 
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them to be beaten with Rods of Iron ; if the Digni¬ 
ty of the Perlon exempted him from fuch a Punifh- 
ment, he publickly reprimanded him, ufmg thefe 
words, Would jou be willing to have this done to 
your E/late , which jon do to another's? If he faw a 

Soldier poor, and wanting Apparel, he reliev’d him 

accordingly; faying alfo, How can that Soldier live 
under Dijcipline , woo wants both Clothes and Money ; 
for Hunger and Penury will drive him to defpalr, ani 
confirain him to act unjiifily. For thefe and the like 

Matters, the Emperor was infinitely belov’d and 
dreaded, both by his own Soldiers, and by all the 
Countries through which he pufs’d. 

In this Order and Regularity Alexander advanc’d 
againft the Ptfr.ts ■ and c tring the Time of this 
War, there pair’d many remarkable Skirmifks 
and Encounters, till at laft both Parties joyning 
all their Forces, they rcfolv’d to come to a general 
Battel. Artaxtrxes , flufh’d with his former Suc- 
ceiles, had gather’d together an Army of an in¬ 
numerable Company of Foot 130000 Horfe, with 
70c Elephants, and iSco Charriots arm’d with 
Scythes, which the Pet-fans and Parthians general¬ 
ly us’d in their Wars. The Emperor on the other 
fide brought an exceeding numerous Army, and 
in this great Battel perform’d the Office of an ex¬ 
cellent Soldier and Commander, perfonally vifi- 
ting every Battalion and Squadron, incouraging 
his Men with very kind Expreilions, calling them 
by their Names, promiting them great Rewards, 
and fighting in Per foil a great part of the Day 
like a valiant Knight. The Battel continu’d for a 
whole Day very fevere and bloody ; in the Even¬ 
ing Alexander by his Management gained one of 
the greateft Victories that ever was known in the 

Empire, Artaxerxes with great difficulty efcaping 
with Life. There were llain in this Battel 10002 

Horfe-men, Foot-men without Number, 200 Ele¬ 
phant 
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phants, and 300 taken, as alfo a 1000 armed Cha¬ 
riots, and an infinite Number of Prifoners of all 
Ranks and Qualities, as is evident from the Ac¬ 
count which Alexander gave to the Senate after his 
Return to Rome. After this happy Victory, the A j exan , 

Emperor without any Reliftance recover’d all thofe derb c in 

Countries that Artaxerxes had taken from the Ro- <juept. 
•mens-, and palling through the Body of Me fop 0 ta¬ 
mo, he enlarg’d the Bounds of the Empire, took 
the Cities Ctefiphon and Babylon, and iubdu’d Ara¬ 
bia, and then return’d to Antioch in Syria. Hero- 
Arm, either through Miiinformation or Defign, has 
given a very differing or detracting Account of 
thefe Wars, for which he is juftly cenfur’d by the 
moft judicious Writers. The Emperor being at 
Antioch, he there put tome Commanders to Death 
for incouraging their Soldiers in their Debauche¬ 
ries at Daphne , and gave great Rewards to others, 
and likewife to the Soldiers particularly thofe 
Lands gain’d from the Enemy, to them and their 
Heirs, if they were likewife Soldiers ■ for he would 
not permit thofe Lands to come into the Hands of 
private Perfons, alledging, That they would moji 

carefully ferve in the IVars , who fought for their own 

Lands. Here it was that the Emperor’s Mother 
Mamma a fent for the famous Origen to dilcourfe 
with him concerning the DoCtrines and Prin¬ 
ciples of Chrijlianity , and having kept him for feme 
time, fhe honourably difmifs’d him, ordering a good 
Guard to conduct him to his Charge at Alexandria 
in Egypt. 

Alexander having eftablifh’d a lading Peace in 
the Eafi , return’d to Rome , w'here he entered in 
Triumph, after more folemn and pompous Man¬ 
ner than any before him, having his Triumphal 
Chariot drawn by Elephants which he had taken, 
to the exceeding furprize of the Spectators; and 
the whole Senate and Gentry of Rome, with in- 

Ff t numerable 
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numerable Throngs of the Commons, Women 
and Children, receiv’d him with infinite Blcihngs 
and Applaufes, and incredible Trunfports of Joy. 
The following Day was fpent in the Game; of 
the Cirque, and the Divcrfions of tie Stage; at 
which time the Emperor gave a Largtis to the 
Poor, and eftablifhed Petitions for the Maintt nance 
of poor Children, according to the Example of 
sintirhius rins, calling then, by the Game of 
fclarpTr.axTi), m Honour 01 his Mode” ,l^n:?r,as, 
About the lame time,' Fv.'ius C,f,rts obtah’d a 


great Victory over the Maurit^tuvs arc KQm- 
vi^rs in j-ifvick ; V.arms ■il.tcrinus had good 1 uC- 
cefs in Gej'w.-;?): and Junius Talmatu* returned 

frem A>ni.r:.- with Victory: So that the Breaches 
and Weaknefies made by corrupt Princes in the 
Empire, began in home mealure to be repaired. 
And in re-inftating the Empire, and in reforming 
Corruptions, no Prince was ever more diligent 
than s-Jtxnr.Jer ; who after his Return from the 
Eaft, fpent two or three Years in Rome , making 
all kind of Regulations, and doing Jultice in Rich 
a manner, that he was belov’d and admir’d to 
the higheft Degree by all worthy Perfons. Only 
he was murmur’d at by lonre, who complain’d 
that he was too much led and govern’d by his 
Mother, who though fhe was a Woman of extra¬ 
ordinary V ifdom and Virtue, was notwithftanding 
branded for Avarice. He proceeded to new Re¬ 
gulations, and conilituted fourteen Curators, all 
Conl'ular Perfons, to the lcvcral Quarters of the 
City, whom, together with the Governour of the 
City, he order’d to take Cognizance of the Civil 
Caufcs, in Inch a method, as all, or the greateft 
part of them, Ihould be prvfent when any bull- 
nefs was rranladted. He diftributed all the Vint¬ 
ners, Victuallers, Regraters, and generally the Men 
of all Crafts, into Companies and Corporations, 

w 
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to whom he appohved Govemours and Officers to 

judge in the D fparches that might arife among 
them in the Matter of their feveral Crafts and 
Profcinons. He alfo eftablifhed publick Maga¬ 
zines in alt the Quarters of the City 3 to which 

thofe who had not Conveniences of their own, 
might carry their Proviiicns, and iodge them with 
Safety. This Emperor was always diligent in his 
Affairs, in for lx..; that fcarce a Minute of his 
Time was loti 3 his icifure Hours being ufually 
fpcot in reading excellent Authors, more particu¬ 
larly Plato's Common-wealth, and Tull/ s Of¬ 
fices; He was a great Incourager of Learning 
and learned Men 3 and appointed Sallaries and 
publick Schools for Rhetoricians, Grammarians, 
Phyticians, Aftronomers, Geometricians, and Ar¬ 
chitects, fending great Numbers of Scholars, whom 
he educated and maintain’d. Among the learned 
Men of this declining Age, fiourifh’d Dion-C/fius, 
that celebrated Writer of the Roman Hiftory in 
Grec/ who was twice honour’d with the Con- 
fulfhip. 

This worthy Emperor thus living in perfect 
Peace and Tranquility, about the thirteenth Year 
of his Reign, the H/h-Germans, and other Nor¬ 
thern Nations, took up Arms, as formerly, againft 
the Empire, and pafs’d the Rhine and Danube with 
fuch Fury, and fuch infinite Herds of People, that 
all Italy and Rome were in a great Confternation. 
tpon Notice of which, the Emperor made what 
Levies he could, and to rhe mighty Regret of 

the City, went in Perfon to thm this furious 
Torrent. Notwithftanding the Enemies were ex¬ 
ceeding powerful and numerous, Alex..-,ukr by his 
extraordinary Diligence and Management foon 
hipprefs’d their Fury, and daily gain’d Advanta¬ 
ges over them. But tho’ the Emperor met with 
lo much fuccefs againtf thefe barbarous Nations, 

F f 3 he 
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he met with more barbarous Ufage from the {land¬ 
ing Legions encamped about Moguntia , or Meat 
•which had been abominably corrupted in the 
Reign of Hckozcb-hts , and ever fince had been 
trained up in all kinds of Rapines and Diforders. 
Jilcxaud-:r could neither endure their infolent Out¬ 
rages, nor they his regular Difcipline ; but more 
efpecia'ly they exclaim’d againft the exceeding 
Penurioufntfs of his Mother M.immaa , who was 
then, as at other times, with him in the Camp. 
Thde Infolencies increating on one fide, and the 
Emperor’s Striclnels on the other, the Diftemper 
began to grow too ftrong for violent Remedies. 
Thcfe H eats and Mifchicfs were daily blown up 
by the Artifices of a famous old Soldier, call’d 

Muximiuits, who gathering the Solders together, 
exhorted them, To . jr.vdr.i a r.:g:rd!y Jf‘\nu.n , rr.d 

\ ' Mi¬ 
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Courage, irbo h m o:cn L-ng tkar C \in Arms, 
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Soldiers refolved upon 
And lh.ortly after they effe- 


61 ed their impious Dciign to the Emperor’s Tent, 
where /.a. Vicrr tells its, That when the Empe¬ 
ror faw himfclf abandon’d by his Guard, he cry’d 

Tor: . A' 'A r was the Caufe of bis Ruin j 

cutioner come, with great Con- 
ander ^ftdence he oifewd his Neck to be (truck off, which 
KammiJ was immediately fucceeded by the Death ot his 


f out, 
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my, was taken off in the prime of his Age, to the 

unexpreffible Grief of Rome and the whole Empire. 

If we may except Julian Caijar, whofe Ambition 
overwhelm’d him ; and Fertinax , whofe Avarice 
deftroyed him } this was the firft good Emperor 
and Governor in Roms who dy’d an unnatural 
Death. Yet this may truly be (aid to be owing 
to the Corruptions of Heliogabalus y as that of Per- 
tinax to thole of Commodus : So that thefe Tyrants 
are in a great meafure anfwerabie for the_ others 
Deaths, befides the infinite dumber of Mifchiefs 
they brought upon the State afterwards, Alexan¬ 
der dy’d in the 988th Year of the City, i>8 Years 
after the Eftublilhment of the Empire by Augufius, 

155 after our Saviour’s Nativity, 13+ after the iaflt 
of the twelve Cafars, and 4^ after the publick Sale of 

the Empire. 
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CHAP. V. 


From the Death of AlexandfPv, to the Capti 

vity of Valerian, the Thirty Second Erupt 

ror : when the Empire began to be ujurp d b) 
Thirty Perfons at^once , commonly calfd^ Th( 
Thirty Tyrants. 


Containing the Space of about 14 TEARS. 


4. D. 


-35 



I. r T~' H E barbarous Murther of Alexander at firfl 

cccalion’d great Tumults and Confuliorr 
among the Soldiers which being appeas’d, and 

finding no Heir to the deceas’d Emperor, the) 

all made choice of Maximinus, who had been the 
mis modi c pief Promoter of the Murther, (wore him, and 

Maximinus im- 


Maxim 1- 


.1 fis Son 


Ma*i; 


acknowledg’d him as Emperor, 
mediately ioin’d his Son Maximus with him, a! 
Partner and Emperor, with equal Power and Au¬ 
thority ; bur the Senate and People of Rome utter¬ 
ly refus’d to confirm their Election, or to acknow¬ 
ledge either of them as Emperors, being extreaml) 
enraged at the Death of Alexander, and reiolved to 


revenge re the fink opportunity. So that Maxima 


Kus was the fird Reman Emperor, to whom Hifto 
rian- give that Title, who was elected without the 
Confen: of the Senate. AL ximinns was now lixty 
two Years of Age, and his Son eighteen. The ha- 
ther was a P. ibn of the meaneit Extraction, and 
was born in Th . y, where for feme time he was 


poor 


his lather Mice a being a 


an A!am 


lb that 


Gorb, and his I\iOthcf^ si ^ 

of either Side he was barbarous by Defcent. He 

was of a Gigantick Stature, being in Height eight 

« Geometric.il 
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Geometrical Foot and an half, and had a Body an- 
fwerable to his Stature, in Strength, Symmetry, and 
Proportion 3 and his Joints were lb large, that his 
Wife’s Bracelet often ferved him for a Ring upon 
his Thumb His Diet v. as fo remarkable for the 
Quantity, that he gene rail eat forty Pound weight 
of'Flefh every Day, and drank about fix Gallons 
of Wine, without being immoderate in either. 

His Strength was alfo proportionable, being able 
10 turn and draw louden Wains, which two Oxen 
cou’d fcarcely move 3 to (hike out the Teeth of 
an Horfe with his Fift; fo break his Thighs, and 
kill him with a Kick 3 to crumble hard Chalk- 
Stones between his Fingers, and to cleave young 
Trees with his Hands. Befides, he was of a Tem¬ 
per fo bold and couragious, fo fierce and prefump- 
tuous, that relying wholly upon his prodigious 
Bulk and Strength, he neither fear’d nor regarded 
any Man in the World For his great Strength, he 
was call’d Hercules , Ant car r, and Milo 3 for his 
Courage and Valour, Achilles. Hector, and Ajax 3 
and for his Savage Cruelty, Bufiris, Thalarii , and 
C,clops. His Son Maximus bore lome Proportion to 
him, but is mod remember’d for his extraordinary 
Shape and Beauty 3 fo that when his Father cre¬ 
ated him Emperor, he gave this Reafon in Wri¬ 
ting, That he chofe Him not only becauje he was his 
Son, but alfo becauje the Senate and People of Rome 
raft Jee and jwear. That they never had jucb a beau- 
ijid Prince before. 

The firft Education of the Father was very 
mean, being brought up chiefly among Cattle 3 
but his Ambition increating with his Strength and 
Body, he left his poor Employments, and repair’d 
to the Reman Army, where he was foon diftin- 
guifh’d and admir’d by all Men, and particularly 
by the Emperor Stvertts then reigning, though he 
Ws not auiv’d at his full Stature. Seutrus- cele¬ 
brating 
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brating the Birth-Day of his Son Geta with his Ar¬ 
my in Syria, Maxi minus newly lifted, fo fignalized 

himfelf by his Fifty-cuffs, Running and Wreftling 
that he became indifputable Conqueror in thole 
Exercifcs. And afterwards ffiewing to the Empe¬ 
ror fome extraordinary Inftances of his Strength 
and Courage, he was made one of his Guard, con¬ 
tinually attended the Palace, and received confi- 
derable Gifts and Rewards from him. In the 
Reign of CaracalU he was made a Centurion, and 
received other Encouragements in the Army ; but 
would not ferve his SucceiTor Alacrinrts , by reafon 
of his Treafon to his Sovereign, returning to his 
own Country, Thrace, where he purchas’d fome 
Lands, and continu’d there till the Reign of young 
Heiiogabalus, from whom he expefted fome great 
Poft in the Army. But he was 1 b difeourag’d by 
the monftrous Effeminacy of that Emperor, that 
he left the Court, though his Friends foon after 
raid’d him to the Office of a Tribune. Upon the 
Death of Hdiogabalus he remov’d to Rome, and 
was received with great Kindnefs and Courtefy by 
Alexander, who particularly recommended him to 
the Senate, and made him a Colonel and Com¬ 
mander of the fourth Legion, which confided of 
new-rais’d Soldiers. M.iximimts gladly accepted 
this Charge, and performed his Duty with great 
Advantage in the Wars, of Germany, where he 
fhew’d exceeding Valour and Courage ; by means 
of which, and the feveral Gifts he frequently be- 
ftow’a among the Soldiers, after the treafonable 
Mart her of Alexander, he was rais’d to the Em¬ 
pire. So prevalent is Ambition, that it makes Men 
forget all Gratitude and Loyalty, and commit the 
blackeft Villanies to obtain Sovereignty, not fuf- 
fering them to remember. That the fame unjuft 
means that rais’d them, feldom fails to deftroy 
them. 

. Maximinus 

•m m ~ 
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Maximinus feeing himfelf advanc’d to fo high a 
Station as the Empire, according to his proud and 
infolent Temper, began immediately to fhew the 
utmoil: Extent of his Authority; and chuling ra¬ 
ther to be fear’d than lov'd, he foon committed 
<rrcat Cruelties, reigning like Sy rtrcus or Athemon 
vvith a Court as it wae or Mob. A nd firft, he 
put to Death all fuch as had been vciy intimate 
and familiar with Alexander-) and then banifil’d an 
infinite number of others, not allowing any Com¬ 
mander in his Army, or any Senator in the Se¬ 
nate, that had been advanc’d by him. And be- 
caufe he was much afham'd of the Meannefs of his 
Extraction, he commarded all fuch as belt knew 
him, and bis Parents, to be llain ; though many 
of them had reliev’d his Parents and him in the 
lime of their low Condition. And bccaufe the 


CVi(lians had found tome Shelter, and a favou¬ 
rable Entertainment in the Family of his Prede- 


cd'or, he rais’d a levere Perfecution againft them ; 
though it was principally leveli’d againft the Bi- 
fliops and Miniltcts of the Church, as the prime 
Authors and Propagators of dmfi'uimty. This 
was the fixth general Perfecution of the Chrtjtixm, 
which broke out in the tali Year, and in the be¬ 


ginning of this Emperor’s Reign, thirty three Years 
after the beginning of that under Sever us. This 
was extremely violent, but very fhort, occafioning 
O-igcn to write his Book concerning Martyrdom ; 
bur it was not fo general as the other Perfecti¬ 
ons were, raging in fome particular Places, 
Specially in the Province where Maximinus re¬ 
ded. Whence Sul films Scverus admits not this 
into the Number of the ten Pctfecutions making 
no more than nine Vugnn Periccutions, and refer¬ 
ring the tenth for the Times of Smtlchrifi. The 
Cruelty of this Emperor likewife extended to all 
rich Perfons, whofe Lives and Eifates became a fre- 


The fixtb 

gener.il 

Perfecution 
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quent Sacrifice to him ; repofing fuch a Confidenci 
in his own Strength and Courage, that he judg’i 
himfelf in a manner immortal. Yet he had f 
much Policy and regard to his Safety, as to en 
deavour the fecuring his Soldiers; for belides thei 
ordinary Pay, he gave them many Penfions am 
Rewards, providing all things necelTary for them 
and likewife in all Adi ions took greater pains that 
any common Soldier, (hewing in credible Couragi 
and Diligence : And it was a piece of his Barbari 

an Temerity to think, that an Emperor ought al 

ways to fight with his own Hands. Though hi 
was fo vatt in Body and Strength, yet he everwem 
well arm’d, was upon all Occalions as diligent a 
any in his Army, and had always bold and hard) 
Men about him, fit for the Execution of any ex¬ 
traordinary Attempt Finally, the Effefts of al 
his Actions was to command as a true Tyrant, and 
to act the grcatell Outrages with the moll probabk 
Security. 

In a fhort time the infupportable Behaviour ol 
this Tyrant caus’d Magnus , a Confuler Perfon, to 
confpire with many of Alexander's old Soldiers, 
and lome others, to break down a wooden Bridge 
as foon as the Emperor had pafs’d it, and abandon 
him to the tnemy. But this was foon difcover’d 
to Maximinus ) though fome think the whole Pro¬ 
ject was invented by himfelf, to colour over his 
'Cruelties, which he executed to fo high a Degree, 
that he caus’d above four thoufand to be llain, 
who he pretended were guilty of that Treafon. 
Shortly after a great Number of Alexander's old 
Soidkrs mutiny d; and withdrawing themfelves 
from the Camp, proclaim’d one J^uarcianus, or 
Tu-us, for Emperor, who had lately been remov’d 
from his Chaige. The Soldiers conftrain’d him to 
accept of the Empire, which he with great Real'on 
refus'd ; for Muetdenius , who had been the chief 

Promotes 
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Promoter of his Advancement, within a few Days 
after murther’d him in his Bed, and carried his 
Head to Maximinus, where he was kindly receiv’d, 
but afteward put to a cruel Death, for his Treafon 
to his Sovereign, and his Treachery to his Friend. 

With thefe Succeffes the Cruelty and Tyranny of 
Maximinus increas’d; blit fhortly after following 
the Wars, he removed out of Panonia, and over¬ 
threw the Gt.m.ns in feveral Battels, waked all 

the Country with Fire and Sword for four hun¬ 
dred Aults together, and threaten’d to fubdue all 

the Northern Nations as fai as the Ocean ; and had 
his general Carriage been anfweiabie to his Valour, 
might probably have enjoy'd Time and Opportu¬ 
nity to have perform’d all. The Seal'on being far 
advanc’d, he winter’d in Panama-, from whence he 
wrote to the Senate, extolling all his Victories and 
G nquefts, and lending them ail his Bartels and 
Skitmilhes painted on Tables, telling the Fathers, 

Tbi.t be had perform'd more and greater Exploits than 
any of the Ancients ever did ; and at the lame time 

he commanded infinite Murthers and Slaughters 
to be executed at Rome, and moftly the principal 
Perfons of the City; preluming only upon his 
own Perfonal Strength, and the Power of his Army; 
to which he gave many Rewards, arilingfrom Con- 
fifeations and other Rapines. Jnfomuch that the 
Senate and People of Rome Hood in great Fear of 
him, many being ready to tremble at his Name; 
and both Men and Women made loiemn Vows and 
Players to their Gods, That he might never come 
to Rome. For they had heard, that in the method 
of his Difcipline, he crucify’d Ibme, liutt’d others 
into the bodies of Bealls newly fain, call lome 
alive to wild Beads, and cudgei’d others to Death, 
without Diftin£tion of Rank and Quality. 

Molt of the Provinces began to groan under 
the Burthen of this Tyrant, and sifiick lixft Ihew’d 

its 
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Gordian 

*r.z bis Serc 

Gordian 
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Africk. 


And 

% 

P~ 6 -jJ :•>' 
tee Senate, 


its Deteftation of Him, by means of his Procura¬ 
tor, who gathered his Mailer’s revenues and Tri¬ 
butes with infupportabie Ouu.iges and Extortions 
pillaging the Goods, and taking away the Live; 
of many worthy Men. And continuing thus in 
his Rapines and Cruelties, the People not being 
able to endure his Opprciiions, form’d a Confpi- 
racy again it him, and deftroy’d him. Afterwards 
coniidering how dangerous a Crime they had com¬ 
mitted, they for their Security refolv’d to com¬ 
mit a greater, which was, to create an Emperor. 
Wherefore conferring with the Legions of that 
Province, they unanimoi fiy agreed to chufe Gor - 
dian Emperor, who was then Proconful of sifrick, 
a Perfon of great Fame and Reputation, both for 
his Vertues and Dignities, and near eighty Years 
of Age. And accordingly the Soldiers and Na¬ 
tives aflembling together, they enter’d tumulm* 
oufly into Gordian's Houfe, who immediately con¬ 
ceiv’d that they came to llay him but undemand¬ 
ing their Delign, he utterly refus’d their Offer, par¬ 
ticularly alledging their Loyalty, and his extream 
Age. Bur they werefo firm and relolute to their 
fil'd Dcfign, that notwithftanding all his Oppofition, 
they conftrain’d him to accept of the Enligns and 
Title of Emperor ; which were given to him, and 
likewife to his Son Gordian, who was forty fix 
Years of Age. The old Man, though he accepted 
of this Dignity againfi his Cenfcnt, yet he im¬ 
mediately wrote to the Senate, acknowledging, 

That he had unn'ilihtgly accented cf the Empire, Out 
inly defign to free it frem the infupportabie 

Tyrannies cf Maximinus. Having publifhed the like 
in the City of 1 if Turn, where he was dedted, he 
took his Journey towards Canbage, with all the 
Marks and Attendance of an Emperor, where he 
was receiv’d with great Joy and Saudadtion. The 
Senate and People of Rome with great Readincfs 

approv’d 
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approv’d of the Election of Gordian and his Son, 
adjudging at the fame time Maximinus and his Son 
Maximus Enemies and Rebels to the State 5 and 
the People with infinite Rage and Fury, tore in 
pieces great Numbers of the Friends of Maximi~ 
mu, of whom feveral were innocent Perfons, tho’ 
others were great Inllruments of his Cruelty, They 
Hew Valerian , Pracfedt of the Pratorhm Cohorts, a 
great Favourite of Maximinus, and alfo Sabinas, Go- 

vernour of the City, for hindering the Intereft 
of Gordian ; and at the fame time the Senate eledt* 
ed the Youngeft Gordian, Grandfon to the Eldeft, 
and made him Cafar ; So that there was a fudden 
Alteration in all things in the City • for before 
there was nothing but a general Fear and Confufion 
in all parts. 

The Senate now confidering in what Dangers 
they were involv’d, and what might enfue from 
the vail Power of Maximinus , made all neceflary 
Preparations for the Safety and Security, writing 
Letters into all Provinces, commanding all thole 
Governors to be difplac’d who were eitablifh’d by 
Maximinus, and ordering Gordian to be proclaim’d 

Emperor. This Order and Direction was obey’d 
in mod Provinces, in forne the Governours were 
ilain, and in others the Senate’s Melfcngers; l’o 
that there was- Bloodfhed in all parts, and the 
Cruelty of Maximinus made all Men cruel. Upon 
Intelligence of the Tranfadiions of Afrkk and 
Rome, Maximinus was fo confounded and enrag’d, 
that he cry’d out like a favage Bead ; and violent¬ 
ly running his Head againli the Walls, he fell on 
the Floor, rent his Cloaths, and gave many other 
Signs of an extaordinary Fury and Dillraciion. 

The next Day when the Heat of his Pailion was 
lomewhat allay’d, he call’d his whole Army toge¬ 
ther, and in a let Speech complain’d of the In¬ 
fidelity and Treachery of the sif'ricuw, and of the 

Levity 
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Levity and lnconftancy of he Romans, inciting 
them to Revenge liis Caulk, making large Pro- 
mifes and Aflurances, That they [ hcu.'d pojfefs the 

E.fates of all Perfcns that had. offended. And after 

this he gave them their ordinary Pay, and many 
Rewards befides; fo that all promis’d to ferve him 
with the uemoft Fidelity, though many of them 
bore a mortal Hatred againft him. In this man¬ 
ner ufing all poffible Diligence, Maximinus direct¬ 
ed his Journey towards Rome, with his whole Ar¬ 
my, breathing out Ruin and DeftruCtion againft 
the City, and defigning to aiTwage his Wrath by 
the fevereft Cruelties, but his Marches were very 
flow and incommodious, by reafon of the great 
Numbers of Men and Carriages, and the Baggage, 
together with the great Scarcity of Victuals; far 
all the Inhabitants of the unfortify’d Cities and 
Towns in his Way, hating his Government, had 
abandon’d their Habitations, and lecur’d their Pro- 
viiions. 

During thefc TranfaCtions in Germany and Rome , 
Capelianus , Governour of Numidia and Mauritania 
in Africa, made an InfurreCtion againft Gordian, 
being an Enemy to him, and a Friend to Maximi¬ 
nus, who had plac’d him there. Underftand- 
ing the Promotion of Gordian, he immediately put 
his own Legions into Order, and levying what 
Forces he could belides, he marched towards Car- 
tbage , againft whom old Gordian fent his Son 
with a raw undifeiplin’d Army, which notwith- 
ftanding fought valiantly for a while, but was at 

The Death overthrown by Capelianus, and young Gor- 

fymg dion flain, after a fhort Reign with his Father of 

Gordian, about thirty Days; being ciiferent from his Fa¬ 
ther in Veitue, and moft remarkable for his great 
Numbers of Children and Concubines, for w ; hich 
he was by fome call’d the Priamus , and by others 
the Priapus of his Time. His Father hearing of the 

Death 
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Death of his Son, of the Lofs of the Battel, and a 
victorious Enemy approaching, and feeing ho Hopes 
of Relief, ftrangled himfelf with his own Girdle 
and fo dy’d with Reproach and Ignominy, after he ’ 
had lived eighty Years in great Honour and Repu¬ 
tation. In the mean time Capelianus purfuing his 
Vi&ory, entered Carthage 3 where he flew the 
Principal of thofe who efcaped from Battel, pil¬ 
laged Houles and Temples, exercis’d exceflive Cru¬ 
elties both in the City and Country, and Plunder’d 
all Towns and Villages, under pretence of reveng¬ 
ing the Injuries done to Maximinus 3 likewise 
ufing all pothble Methods-fo to gain the Hearts 
of the Soldiers as to be made Emperor himfelf. 

His fuccefsful Progrefs drove the Senate and Peo- i 
pie of Rome into a mighty Terror and Confternati- 
on 3 for now they not only faw themfelves depri- . 
ved of the Affiftance they expeCted from Gordian' 
and his Son, and-the March of thefe new victori¬ 
ous Troops 3 but likewife underftood that Maximi- 
tius was coming down againft them like a raging 1 
Lion, threatning Death and DeftruCtion to all his • 
Enemies and Oppofers. To remedy thefe threat- 
ping Dangers, the Senate with great Solemnity met 
at the Temple of Jupiter : and after many lcrious 
Confutations, they chole Maximus • Fupienus and Pu ?jf 
Clodius Ralbinus for Emperors conjoyntly 3 who" s 
had both held great Offices, had been worthy Emperm. 
Commanders and Governours, and had liv’d in good 
Fame and Reputation. And to fatisfie the People, 
who with great Tumults oppos’d this Election, 
the Senate a fecond time nominated the youngelt 
Gordian for Cafar, a Youth of very promiling 
Abilities. 

Thefe two being created and {worn Emperors, 
made all the Levies they could both in Rome and 
the Country 3 and Fupienus being the moft expe¬ 
rienc’d Man, left the City to oppofc Maximimsi 

G g ■ wh<j> 
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who was coming down like a mighty Torrent up¬ 
on Italy, extieamly rejoyring at the Deaths of the 
two Gordians, and the Victory of Capeliatius. But 
after he underftood this lad Election, he redou¬ 
bled his Rage and Fury; and hearing that Tuple* 
nm was marching againft him with a confiderable 
Force, he fpeedUy pafs’d the Alps , and enter’d Ita¬ 
ly, where he expected great plenty of Provifions, 
but was utterly disappointed. For the Senate had 
taken fuch care, that all kinds of Suftenance was 
remov’d to the fortiiy’d Places, and the reft de- 
ftroy’d: So that his Soldiers for want of Victuals 
and Neceflaries began to murmur, and condemn 
his Conduct; and his Punifhment of fome en- 
creas’d the Hatred of the reft. Soon after he met 
with another Difappointment, for approaching 
the City of Aquileia, which he expeCted to enter 
with no Difficulty, he found an extraordinary 
Refiftance; for betides the Strength and Popu- 
loufnefs of the City, it was commanded by two 
valiant Noblemen of Rome , and Confular Per- 
fons, call’d Crifyinm and Mtnophihu , who had fo 
weli furniffi’d the City with Men and Ammuniti¬ 
on, that Aiaximinus found great Difficulties in paf- 
fing the River to inveft the Place. Dpon his af- 
laulting the City, the Befieged threw down fuch 
Quantities of lcalding Pitch and Sulphur upon his 
Soldiers, that they were not able to continue their 
Attacks; and fo refolute were the Inhabitants, 
that we are allured, that the Old Men and Chil- 
dren did mighty fervice, and that the Women cut 
the Hair off their Heads to furnifh the Soldiers 
with Bow-ftrings. This unexpected Oppofition 
drove Maximinus into fuch a terrible Rage, that 
having no Power to exercife his Cruelties upon his 
Enemies, he turn’d his Fury againft feverai of his 
Commanders, whom he put to Death, as if the 
City had held out through their carelefs NegleCt j 

which 
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which Cruelty ftill render’d him more odious to 
his Army, and more contemptible to the Enemy. 

But during this Siege, and the March of the Em¬ 
peror Vufienus , Rome endur’d great and new Affli¬ 
ctions, occalion’d by two of Maximinus's Soldiers, 
who entering the Senate-Houfe for News, were 
(lain by two Senators; which immediately rais’d 
fuch Tumults and Contents between the Pretoria* 

Soldiers and the Citizens, that after feveral Attacks, 
Slaughters and Cruelties, the City it felf was fee 
on Fire by the Soldiers, and a great part of it con- 
fum’d j the Emperor Balbinus not being able to 
flop the Fury either of the Fire or People, wa9 
conftrain’d to retire to his Palace. So that during 
the tyrannical Reign of Maximinus, neither the Ci¬ 
ty ot Rome, nor the Provinces, were free from Wars, 

Tumults, Murders, Robberies, and all manner of 
Calamities. 

In the mean time Maximinus in vain attack'd 
Jquileia j the Scarcity and Famine in his Army, 
and the Hatred of his Soldiers encreas’d, who dai¬ 
ly hearing from the Senate of Revolts in feveral 
parrs of the Empire, and that moft of their Wives 
and Children were at Rome , where Maximinus 
threatned his chiefeft Revenge, they at laft re- 
folv’d to mutiny and deftroy him, to prevent fu¬ 
ture Calamities. And accordingly having made 
his Guards Accomplices in the Defign, and tear¬ 
ing his Pourtratt out of his Enfign, they enter’d 
his Tent at Noon-day, when he and his Son were 7 fi? ea !^ 
repofmg themfelves, boldly fet upon him, and flew minmW 
him without refiftance, and likewife his Son Maxi - Maximus* 

mus, faying. Of a citrjed Litter not a Whelp it to be 

fu'd. Thefe were the Deaths of Maximinus and 
h's Son Maximus , in the 65th and the a ill Years of 
their Ages, making together the twenty lixth Em¬ 
peror ot Rome , whofe Deaths were univerfally ap¬ 
prov’d, having brought thofe Mifchkfs upon them- 

G g % felvesj 
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felves j efpecially the Father, who was fo mon- 
ftrous both in Body and Mind, that Capitolinus 
fays of him, Never did a more cruel Beaft tread 
upon the Earth. Their Deaths being known in 
jiejmk'u, their Inhabitants open’d their Gates to 
the Army, and all became Friends} their Bodies 
were thrown out to be fpurn’d and trampled on, 

and afterwards to be torn by Dogs and Birds of 
Prey; their Heads were fcnt to Rome , where they 
were received with the greateft Rejoycings and Sa¬ 
crifices, and the Meflenger that brought the News, 
came from Aquikia to Rome in four Days. Maxi¬ 
minus reign’d, or rather continu’d in his Uftirpa- 
tion, about three Years, and died in the 991ft Year 
of the City, iG\ after the Settlement of the Em¬ 
pire by Augufius, 158 after our Saviour’s Nati¬ 
vity, 141 after the laft of the Twelve Ceefars, and 
45 after the publick Sale of the Empire by the 
Soldiers, 


A. D. II. The Death of fuch a dreadful and formida- 
138. ble Perfon as Maximinus, caus’d a great and fudden 
Pupienus Alteration in all Mens Minds; and Pupienus and 
£ Balb.nus continu’d Emperors without Contradi- 
nue Emfe- &ion, having been formerly created by the Senate. 
t*rf. The former, who was arrived at Ravenna when 

Maximinus was Plain, with all fpeed repaired to 
A^uilcia, to fatisfy the Army there 7 and being re¬ 
ceiv’d with great Joy and Satisfa&ion both by Ci¬ 
tizens and Soldiers, he paid off the latter, gave 
them great Rewards, and difpatch’d the Standing 
Legions to their refpe&ive Cities and Provinces. 
After which he return’d to Rome with a Body of 
Germans for his Guard, which he chofe upon the 
account of Contefts between the Pratorian Sol¬ 


diers and the Citizens of Rome 7 who, under- 
ftanding the Death of Maximinus , were all pa- 
cify’d, and repair’d with the Senate to receive 

Balbir.xi 
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Balblnus into the Empire, and young Gordian for 
Cafar, as formerly, being all nobly and fplendidly 
entertain’d. Peace being thus eftablifhed beyond 
all Expectation, the two Emperors with .extraor¬ 
dinary Acclamations enter’d the Senate Houfe • 
where, according to Cuftom, they were fill’d. 
The Fathers of the Senate , and great Thanks re¬ 
turn’d to them, as the only Prefer'vers of the Ro¬ 
mans Lives and Eftates. And in remembrance 

that thefe Emperors were created by the Senate 

without the Soldiers, fome highly extoll’d the Fa¬ 
thers, for their Care , in elecling fuch wife and wor¬ 
thy Emperors , contrary to the rajh and indifcreet Tra¬ 
il ices of thoje who had often cbojcn their Governours % 
according to their own interefis , not the publick Good j 
and whofe Actions commonly brought their untimely 
blit deferved Deaths. Which Speeches the Praeto¬ 
rian Soldiers took fo heinoufly, that they began 
to dillike the Promotion of Pupienus and Balbi- 
nus , holding themfelves highly a (Fronted both for 
their bringing in of the German Guards; and for 
the Senate’s feeming to triumph over them, and 
taking away their darling Power of making Em¬ 
perors. And fo great was their Infolence and 
Ambition, that from that time they nqt only 
wifh’d, but practis’d the Deaths of thefe two Em¬ 
perors ; who governed all things with great Skill 
and Prudence, made many good and profitable 
Laws and Ordinances, and lent neceiFary For¬ 
ces to all Provinces, doing Justice impartially, 
greatly honouring the Senate, and generally diew¬ 
ing themfelves courteous and atFable to all Men. 
But all this would not avail to gain the Alfe- 
ftions of the Soldiers, for Virtue and Goodnefs 

‘ 9 t I 

ieldom pacify the Hatred of lewd and wicked 
Men, when their Licentioufnels is j^eftrainkl, 


and difallowed; therefore ail their principal 
Care was how they might ruin thefe two good, 

G g ; Empe- 





4*4 


The %oman Hijlory. Book II. 

Emperors, without any Danger to their own Per- 
fons and Fortunes. 

But the German Guards and the Citizens might 
have been a fufficient Prote&ion for the Emperors, 
had not their own private Jealoufies and Emula¬ 
tion open’d a Paffage to their Ruins j for though 
they were wife and aged, and both careful of the 
publick Affairs, yet they too much conlider’d their 
private Intereft and Refentments. Pupienus priz’d 
his Wifdom and Experience above the other’s, and 
judg’d the Superiority to belong to him ■ and the 
other expected it upon the account of Nobility, 
and Antiquity of his Houle and Family j fo that 
each of them having his own Guard, in a man¬ 
ner fto'.'d upon his own Defence againft the other, 
though one place contain’d them both. About 
the fame time the City was alarmed with the 

News of the Parthians , or rather Per/ians, invading 
the Empire with Succefs, and likewife of the 
Germans being up in Arms to the Hazard of that 
Province j upon which thefe two Emperors pru¬ 
dently agreed to inarch both in Perfon, one into 
the Eaft againft the Perfi:ns, and the other to the 
]Vtft againft the Germans. But while great Pre¬ 
parations were iv.. ..ing againft both thefe Ene¬ 
mies, the Cupisblint Games were publickly cele¬ 
brated in Rome, to which the greateft part of 
the Emperor’s Guards and Family retorted, both 
of them remaining in the Palace llenderly guarded 
without any Sulpicion of Treafon or Violence. 
The prasTt rian Soldiers finding this advantageous 
Time, for which they had Jong waited, entered 
the Palace with great Fury, all in Arms } which 

Pupienus perceiving, he fent with the utmoft 
Speed for Balbinus, and likewife for both their 
Guards, which might have been lufficient for their 
Defence. But out of a vain Sufpicion 


7 



Chap. V. GORDIAN XXVIII. 47, 

that his Collegue fent for his Guards to a£t fome- 
thing againft him, not only prorra&ed Time, but 
hinder’d the fending for the German* ; to that 
thefe Traitors had eafy accefs into both the Em¬ 
peror’s Chambers, where in their Rage they di¬ 
verted them of their Imperial Robes, and barba- 
roufly haled thefe poor innocent Emperors, like 
two Criminals, through the midft of the City to¬ 
wards the Camp. But underftanding ihat the 
Germans were hatiening after them to their Relief^ ***** 
and Refcue, to pat an end to all farther Cornells, 
they flew them both, and left their Bodies in the Balbinus. 
Streets. This was the deplorable End of Pupienus 
and Balbinus , making together the Twenty Seventh 
Emperor of Rome , and reigning a little above a 
Year ; who after they had been rais’d by their 
illuftrious Merits and Lineage to the higheft 
Thrones of Human Glory, were deftroy’d princi¬ 
pally by means of their own private Jealoufies 
and Ambitions. Their Deaths happen’d in the 
5 m d Year of the City, 139 Years after the Birth 
of our Saviour, and 46 after the publick Sale of 

the Empire. 

III. The Soldiers having committed this exe- ^ jy, 
crable Murther, by Accident met with young 
Gordian in the Street, whom they immediately 
faluted by the Title of Auguftus and Emperor , 
crying out to the People, Since thefe two Empe¬ 
rors were dead , who were created againfi their Eon- 
fents, they would now chufe Gordian, whom formerly 

they defired to be made Cxfar ; who in this manner 
went with them to their Camp. Gordian being Gordian 
thus chofen by the Pratorian Cohorts, the Senate 
and People feeing no Remedy againft their pre- p * 
tended Authority, w'illingly approved and con¬ 
firmed the Election ; for he was generally beloved 
in the City, upon the account of the Merits of 

G g 4 the 
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the two former Gcrdians: And from this Electi¬ 
on there enfu’d an amicable Correfpondence be¬ 
tween the Soldiers and Citizens, Gordian be¬ 
ginning his Government with good Order and 
Succefs. Gordian was but fixteen Years of Age 
when he entered upon the Empire, and fome fay 
lefsj being of a very ancient and illuftrious Fami¬ 
ly 3 for his Grandfather Gordian , by the Father’s 
fide, was defcended from the Family of the Grac¬ 
chi i, and by the Mother’s, from the renowned Em¬ 
peror Trajan. This young Prince was of a very 
mild and docible Difpofuion, and fo ftudious and 
given to Learning, that we are aifured, that 
he had fixty two Thoufand Books in his Libra¬ 
ry. He began his Reign with many publick 
Feafts and Games, and a munificent Donative and 
Diftribution among the Soldiers and Citizens 3 in 
which, and other Matters, this young Emperor fo 
much follow’d the Councils of wife Men, that he 
foon gain’d much Love and Reputation in the Ci¬ 
ty. But his Intereli was not fo foon eftablifhed 
in the Provinces j for in the firff Year of his 
Reign, a Commander call’d Sabinianus rebell’d 
in Jfrick 3 but the Governour of Mauritania by 
Gordian's Order marching again!! him, he was 
feiz’d by his own Men 3 who craving Pardon for 
their Offence, brought him to Carthage , and de¬ 
liver’d him into the Hands of the Emperors Of¬ 
ficers. This and the following Year were like- 
wife attended with fuch ftrange Accidents and 
Calamities, as drove the Remans into great Fears 
and Superftitious Projects3 the firft w'as an un- 
ufiiaf-Edipte of the Sun, which made Noon- 
Day as dark as Midnight 3 which vras followed 
by fuch terrible Earthquakes, that many Cities 

~ and Towns of the Empire were lwallowed up 

" and deftrqy’d. 

This 
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This young Emperor in the beginning of his 
Reign, took care to ftrengthen his Intereft ma¬ 
ny ways, buf more efpecially by the Alliance of 
Mifitheus his Prxfeft and Inftru&or, whom he 
fo much honour’d for his great Wifdom and 
Learning, that he marry’d his Daughter j and 

the Authority and Counfel of this Perfon made 
his Reign very profperous, and much efteemed. 
For Mefithem , though but of an ordinary Family, 
was of great Virtue, and fo difcreet and ex- 
aft in all his Aftions, that though Gordian was 
fo very young, and naturably inclinable to Vice 
and Senfuality, yet he formed him into an ex¬ 
cellent Prince and Governour, both in Peace and 
War. Which plainly demonftrates, that it is the 
greateft Strength and Glory of a Prince to have 
a good and wife Council, and to have his Court 
replcnifhed with honeft and worthy Perfons; and 
of this Gcrdian was always fenlible, as appears 
from the following Letter written by him to his 
Father-in-Law, in anfwer to another which 
contained fome Directions and Reproofs. If the 

immortal Gods had not protected the Roman Empire , 
I had been deluded and fold by theje wicked Yerjons : 
For now 1 am fully convinced , that Foelix ought not to 

have been intruded with the Roman Cohorts, nor Se- 
raphion with the fourth Legion : And not to mention 
all my Errors , I acknowledge that I have ailed ma¬ 
ny things that I ought not. But , Heaven be prais’d, 
through your Inf ructions, who never ait upon fordid 
Principles , I have learnt fuch things as I could never 
hove known while I was (but up in my Talace. i For 
what could I have done , while I was blinded by Mau- 
rus, who was Confederate with Gaudian, Reveren- 
dus, and Montanus ? So that whatfoever they ap¬ 
proved or condemn’d, relying upon their Integrity , I ac¬ 
cepted or rejected. Therefore , Father, that Yrince is 
extreamly unfortunate , who has not fuch about him 
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as ialH tell him the Truth without Difguife : For 

a King cannot immediately know what pajfes atnm 
his People, of necejfity he mttft under ft and n p y ; 


of others, and difpofe of Afft 




their Information. By the Directions Ot Mifiti) 
he fet about many Regulations, and alfo feverai 
Edifices; particularly he began a Royal Struftun 

in the Campus Martius, conlifting of two ftatel 

Galleries, each of 1000 Foot long, and the dil 
ftance of 500 Foot from each other ; the Inter, 
(pace on either fide being adorned with Green 
compos’d of Laurel, Myrtle, and Box ; and in th 
middle a Terrafs of the length of the Galled 
luftain’d by feverai Rows of fmall Pillars, havinj 
above that another noble Gallery of 500 Foot 
All which fhcw’d the Magnificence of the Rom\ 

Court. 

For four Years this Emperor reign’d in gre; 
Peace and Prolperity, to the general Satisfa&io: 
of all Men; in the Fifth he was alarm’d wit 1 
the News from the E ft, that the mighty Sapor a, 
King of Per fir, who iucceeding his Brother A 
taxerxes in his Kingdom, had furioufly enter’d th 
Confines of the Roman Empire, and palled as far 
Antioch in Syria, which City he had taken, an 
pillaged the adjacent Provinces. Gordian caufei 
the Temple of Janus to be opened, and led 
Rome with a brave and w'ell-train’d Army 
and large Provifions and Sums of Money fo 
their Subliftance; and marching by Land fro 
Italy to pafs the HAlJpont into A fir , he paflei 
through Mfia, to itop the progrefs of the Goth j 
and other Barbarous Nations, which came dev 
like an Inundation to have inhabited Thrace ; a 

gainft whom he obtain’d loine Victories, and M 
thofe Provinces in a peaceable Condition. Ha 
ving palVd the He lief pent, he marched through th 

Leiler s,fu it.to Syria, where he had many Battel 

an 
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and Encounters with Sapores'> and obtaining fome 
coniiderable Vidtories, ne foon recover’d the City 
of Antioch , and ffiortly after proceeding farther, 
he took the great Cities, Sapores and Nifbis For 
Cana being difcouraged by the firft Battels, was 
now fo terrify’d, that notwithftanding he had a 
potent and numerous Army, he durft not engage 
the Emperor3 but leaving thofe Cities and feveral 
others, he abandon’d the Limits and Confines of 
the Roman Empire, and retired into his own Coun¬ 
try. In thefe Wars all things were principally 
manag’d by the wife Counfel and Direction of the 
Emperor’s Father-in-law Mifitbeus , who was his 
Vraterian PraTedt, and Commander in Chief, and 
govern’d all things with fo much Judgment, that 

he fail’d not in any material Point3 and fo by 

his Condudt and Valour Gordian obtain’d many 
Conquefts and Vidtories, and the Soldiers no lefs 
Honour and Reputation. The like happen’d in all 
other Matters conducing to the good Government 
of the Empire in general 3 for he was fo good 
and wife a Man, and the compliable Difpotition 
of the Emperor, did fo happily concur, that du¬ 
ring this Reign, the Affairs of the Publick fuc- 
Ceedcd as prqlpcroufly as could be expended in fuch 

corrupted Times. All Frontier Towns of Note 

were furnifhed with Stores of Provifion, fufficient 
to entertain an Emperor and his Army, and lelfer 
places proportionable. But before the Wars were 

perfectly finilli’d, Mifitbeus was fuddenly feiz’d The Dtaib 

with a violent Diftemper, which ended his Days of Mjfi- 
foon after 3 being fecretly poifon’d, and is believ’d, tfieus. 
by Philip, a valiant Arabian, who had pallid thro’ 
many Offices and Places of Truft, and after his Philip ad- 
Death was rais’d by the Emperor to the fame Of- vane a. 
fees, namely, to the Pratorian Prxfedi, and Gene¬ 
ral of his Army, not fufpedting his treafonable 
Defigns. 
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After this new Advancement, a flop was foo. 
put to all the favourable Fortunes of Gordian ; fo 
Tbilip feeing himfelf fo Potent, and being dazlei 
with the ambitious profpeft of a Crown, refolvei 

* * • *• 1 • t i 


venture 


poilibl 


and in order to thai 


the Affections or the Soldiers, ao 
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make them Enemies to Gordian. Then to effe 
this Defign, by his Artifices and Pra&ices, h 
caus’d a Scarcity of Provifions in the Army, an 
infinuating to the Soldiers, that this proceeds 
from the Youth and unskilfnlnefs of Gordian , the 
termined to make Tbilip his Equal in the Em 
pire, and that he fhould be as his Tutor and G 
vemour; to which the virtuous young Emperoi 
patiently fubmitted, being unable to oppofe thi 
impudent Determination. Tbilip feting himfeli 
equal with his Sovereign, became more infolem 
and audacious, fo that by means of his Youth, an 
the Army’s Favour, he began 10 command all, a 
though he had been foie Emperor. But Gordian be 
ing unable to endure this Difgrace and Incroach 
ment, affembled the Army, openly complainin' 
of the Infolence and Ingratitude of Tbilip , adding 
to this purpofe, I am butyoung, jet older by fix Tea 
than-when I was made Emperor by you j my Body ten 
der, yet daily expos’d to the Chance of War) my Co id 
cil raw , yet improv'd by your Wifdoms ) and my Cm 
quejls nothing by tbemfclves , but by your Valour f 
mous and renown d. What then are my Errors , that 
may correct them) or your Grievances , that I m\ 
redrefs them ) For I foltmnly declare , That it is only f 
the pood of the 
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Emp 


ire 
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that I can wijb to live. 

Complaint 


your Happinef 

Notwithftanding thefe 
Philip fo cunningly and fuccefsfully 


manag’d his Affair, that the poor young Emperoi 

was difplac’d, abandon’d by all, and reduc’d to 



Chap.V. GORDIAN XXVili: 46 ? 

be u>otid not permit him to he his Equal, that he woud 
yleafe to allow him the Dignity of Ciefar} but not 
allowing him that, He defir d to be his Praetorian 
p rafeel ; Which being likewife deny’d, he hum¬ 
bly requefted him, That he might be one of bis Cap¬ 
tains as long as he liv'd. At this Petition Philip's 

cruel Mind fomewhat relented j but afterwards con- 
iidering how much Gordian was belov’d in Rome 
and Africk , and other Provinces, both for his Fa¬ 
mily and Virtues, he commanded him to be flain; btitd 
which was the deplorable end of the youngeft Gor- 
San, the twenty eighth Emperor of Rome , in the 
nd Year of his Age, after a fuccefsful Reign of 
near fix Years 5 a Perfon of great Deferts and Vir¬ 
tues, who had perform’d many excellent things for 
the good of the Publick, but unfortunately liv'd in 
a State and Age fo abominably corrupted by wick¬ 
ed Emperors and Tyrants, that now there was no 
fecurity for good or bad Princes. He was infinitely 
belov’d by the Senate and People of Rome , and like¬ 
wife by the Soldiers, who call’d him Their Son. 

Though in this fudden Fury they brutifhly mur¬ 
dered him, by means of the Delufions of Philip , 
yet they made him a Sepulchre in the Confines of 
Ttrfia , with this Infcription in the Latin , Greek , S7- 
riack , and vAtgyplians Tongues: * To the Divine Gor- 
* dian, Conqueror of the Perfians, Goths, and Sar- 
' matians • Extingufier of the Roman civil Difiords, 

‘ and Subduer of the Germans, but not of the Philips. 

The Senate declar’d this Privilege to the Family 
of the Gordians, that their Pofterity, if they pleas’d, 
might be for ever exempted from Tutelage, Em- 
halites, and all other publick Duties. His Death 
hapned in the 997th Year of the City, 267 Years 
after the Settlement of the Empire by Auguflus, 

144 after our Saviour’s Nativity, 146 after the laft 
of the Twelve Cajars , and 51 after the publick 
Sale of the Empire, 
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IV. Thus Philip fjcceeded in his Wickednefs ; 
but Jufrce was more fpeedy in rhe punifhing the 
reft of Gordian's Murderers 3 for ic is obferv’d 
all thofe nine that Hew him, perifhed by their 
own Hands, and with the fame Swords they us’d 
againft him. But Philip efcap’d a longer Time, 
and was fo fortunate as to be immediately fwom 
and obey’d as Emperor by the Army : Where¬ 
upon he wrote to the Senate an Account of his 
Election, and of the Death of Gordian , which he 
falfly told the Fathers, proceeded from a natural Di- 
fiemper. But we are told, that the Senate were 
fo far from complying with Philip's Election, that 
they chofe one M. Marcinus , and then Valens Ho- 
ft Hi anus 3 but both dying fuddenly, they approved 
of Philip's Election, and gave him the Title of 
/.uguflus. Julius Philipp us was now about forty 
Years of Age, and was by Birth an Arabian of 
Tracbonitis, of di(honourable Parentage, his Father 
being a notorious Captain of Robbers in that 
Country. He was bred up in the Wars among 
the Roman Armies, from whence he learned Expe¬ 
rience and Valour, and from his owm Country, 
Treachery and Cruelty. He took his Son Philip , 
.though a Child of about fix or feven Years of 
Age, for hi> Companion in the Empire 3 of whom 
it is obferved, that he was of fuch a compos’d and 
melancholy Temper, that no Man by any Inven¬ 
tion could make him lajgh or fmile. Philip being 
more than ordinary deiirous to return to Rome , 
and to fee himftif Lord of that mighty City, made 
a very aifhonourable Peace with the Perfians 3 
and leaving to them all the Province of Mefcpo- 
tamia , and part of Sjrii, he march’d his Army to¬ 
wards Rome. But fir ft he defigned to vilit his own 
Country, Arabia 3 and arriving there, in Memory 
of his Name he founded a City call’d Phil.folis , 

near 
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near his native Place and Habitation j from whence 
be took his Journey towards Rome. Arriving at 
ihe City, though he was received as a Sovereign 
Lord, yet not with thofe Applaufes and Blelfings 
he expe&ed : for his diflionourable giving up the 
Province of Mefopotamia was no ways pleafing to 
the Senate or People. Which when he underftood, 
he made a large Donative and Diftribution of Mo¬ 
ney, and other Prefents among the People, to re¬ 
gain their Efteem } and after that fought an Occa- 
lion to make War againft the Verfians , and likewife 
proclaim’d it with a Refolution to recover the Ho¬ 
nour which he had there loft. But this War came 
10 no Aftion. for the Terfians being much weakned 
in the late Wars, and dreading the Roman Power, 
gladly reftor’d all the Provinces without War or 
Blood fhed. 

We have but little or no Account of any more 

of this Emperor’s Aftions, till in the fourth Year 
of his Reign, which was juft a thoufand Years 
after the Building of the City, he order’d the Ce¬ 
lebration of the famous Secular Games, as it were Ludi Sec*. 
folemnizing the Birth-day of Rome j which Games 7 *™’ 
were regularly exhibited but once in a hundred D ' 
fears, though thefe were but forty three Years M 7 * 
after thofe laft under Severus , and a, hundred fince 
:hofe under Antoninus Fius. They were never 
exhibited but by fix Emperors, before the removal 

of the Imperial Seat to Biz,antium or Constantinople,. 

3 y Auguftus , by Claudius , by Domitian, by Antoni - 
tus Pius, by Severuss, and laftly by this Emperor 
Philip, who celebrated them with greater Pomp 
ir.d Magnificence than ever had been known be- 
ore, 4 oy Reafon of the folemn Commemoration of 

he Building of the City. In the Circus Maximus 

vere hunted, baited, and encounter’d, infinite 
lumbers of all forts of ftrange and wild Beafts, 

ifhich Gordian haddefign’d for his Terfian Triumph j 
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two 


each other to give the SpeSators Delighty and 
in Pompeys Theatre were fuch variety of Shews 
and Games, as lafted three Days, and as. many 

where were fuch 


and Games, as lafted three L 
Nights, without Intermiflion j 


Nights, without Intermiflion, where were luch 
innumerable Company of Lights,, that the People 
could fee as well at Midnight as at Noon- day. But 
towards the latter end of thefe famous Sports. 


famous Sports, 


Ttmpq's Theatre accidentally took hire, and the 

greateft part of that glorious Edifice was con- 

lum’d, together with fome other magnificent 
Buildings near it, before it could be eftinguilh’d. 
Upon the Occaiion of thefe great Games, we are 
told, that both Philip and his Son were converted 
to Christianity ; and that the Father being baptiz’d 
by Pope Fabian, atter ConfelTion of his Sins, was 
admitted to the Sacrament. Eujebius intimates that 


by Pope Fabian, atter L.or 
admitred to the Sacrament. 


going on the Vigilis/ of Eafle 


‘PSP 

brifti 


make publick 


x r - r — j 

to Cbrijliam into the Church or Alfembly, tqfe 
prefcnt at their Prayers, the bifhop of the Place 
would by no means fulfer him, imlefs he would 
make publick Confeflion of his Sins, and pafs 
through the Order of the Penitents, becaufe of 
his being guilty of many heinous and enormous 
Crimes, to which he readily fubmitted. Some at¬ 
tribute his Converfion to the Endeavours of Ori- 
ge» j and others fay, that he only fam’d his Reli¬ 
gion to make the Cbrifiians joyn with him againfl, 
the Pretenfions of Decius. But none of thefe Opi¬ 
nions having any certain Foundation, we cannot 
call Philip the firft C brijlian Emperor, as lome have 

done. 

Philip thus reigning in a peaceable PoUelfioiT 
of the Empire, the Goths , who had been repell d 
by Gordian, again pafs’d through Mafia, into the 
Province of Thrace , burning many Cities and 


Province oi Thrace , burning many nicies an 
Towns in their March. Againft whom the Em¬ 
peror fenc Maxims , a Perfon very valiant and ox- 

- per 
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part in Wars ; who when he was fettled in his 
Charge, by the Favour and Alfiftance of his own 
Soldiers, and of the ordinary Legions of lllyricum , 
refolved to rebel, and to make himfelf Emperor, 
holding it lawful to betray him who had been a 
Traytor to another, and was accordingly fworn Marinuj 
and proclaimed Emperor by the Army. Upon 
which Philip was in a great Confternation 3 and in 
great Fear complained to the Senate of the Ingrati- 11 rmy ' 
tude and Perfumption of Marinus : But his Suc- 
celfor, Decius, then prefenr, with much Adiirance 

told him, That his 1‘refiumptim would very jirnnly 
he his Ruin, which proved true : For within a few 
Days after, the fame Army that chofe Marinus , 
being dilfatisfied with his Behaviour and Carriage 
towards them, were as ready to take his Life, as to 
give him the Empire 3 and accordingly they (lew 
jiint. Upon notice of this, Philip remem bring W /lain* 
what Decius had faid in the Senate, gave him the 
Command of the Army againft the Goths, with 
a confiderable Augmentation of Men, Money 
and Provifions. Decius was a Man of Extraor¬ 
dinary Wifdom and Experience, and fufficient- 
ly able to difeharge that Office 3 fo that when 
he arrived at the Camp, all the Soldiers, as well 
for the Worth of his Perfon, as their Fear of being 
puniffied by Philip for their former Crimes, refolv'd 
to chufe him Emperor 3 and by meer Conftraint 
they obliged Him to take upon him the Title and . 
Dignity of Emperor. Decius feeing himlclf thus Deem* 

unexpectedly advanced, tor ms tuturc Security us d p eror bythe 
this Piece of Policy: He fent a fecret Meifenger Army. 
with all fpecd to acquaint Philip, That being vio- 
hntly compelled by his Army, he had unwillingly ajjumed 
Title of Emperor, but accounted no Alan Emperor 

f vt him * therefore he hoped that be vs oh Id -net be cjf ended 
t his Carriage j afftiring him , That as joon as he could 
fthly get any Liberty, he would utterly renounce that 

H h Title % 
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Tltle, and all Pretenjions to Sovereignty. By this Ar¬ 
tifice Dtcim hoped to prevent Philip's making any 
Prepara; ions againft him, till he might ftrengthen 
his own Intereft fo far as to be in a Condition to 
defend himfelf j but Philip v.as io well acquainted 
with politick Projects to rely upon fuch Promifes j 
therefore in a great Rage he ldolved to march a- 
gainft him in Peifon. In Order to which, he 
lent for the Standing Legions out of feveral Pro¬ 
vinces,' and made new Levies, threatning with 
many Oaths and Cufcs, to cut Decius and all bis 
rebellious Legions in Pieces j and in this Manner de¬ 
parted from Rome , commanding his Soldiers with 
fuch Anger and Haughtinefs, as made him odious 
to his A;my. So that they efteeming Decius more 
worthy of the Empire than he, before they left 
Italy , in the City of Verona, they openly pro- 
clam’d Decius , and fetting violently upon him, cut 
Tit Desth h* 5 Head, or rather cleaved it in funder, juft 
•I Philip, by his upper Row of Teeth. This was the de¬ 
fer ved Death of Philip , the Twenty ninth Empe¬ 
ror of Rome, in the 45th Year of his Age, after a 
Reign of about five years j a Perfon who loft his 
Life and Empire by the fame treasonable Means 
that he obtain’d it, and likewife by the fame Sol¬ 
diers ■, his Death being alfo fucceeded by that of 
his melancholy Son in Rome, who was llain by the 
Pr a tori an Soldiers, for haying only rhe Title of Em¬ 
peror j and iince by reafon of his Youth he could 
nor have the Authority of Emperor, I have not 
reckoned him as fuch. The Death of Philip hapened 
in the tooid Year of the City, 249 after our Savi¬ 
our’s Nativity, and 56 after the publick Sale of the 
Empire. 


A. D. 

249- 

Decius 
msii £y> 
Piftr. 


V. Soon after the Death of Philip and his Son, 

Decius without Cun tradition was acknowledged 

and confirmed Emperor, not only by his own, 

Soldiers, 
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Soldiers, but alfo by the Senate, by all the Provin¬ 
ces, and the Armies, who readily gave him the 
Title of Augufus. He was now about Forty fe- 
ven Years of Age, and was born in a City, call’d 

Cab alt, in the Lower Panncnia or Hungary, of a No¬ 
ble and Ancient Family; having held many Offi¬ 
ces and Dignities before he attain’d to the Empire. 

As foon as his Election was confirm’d, he left L. 

Valerian, a wife and experienced Commander, for 
General of all his Forces, and return’d to Rome ; 
where lie ffiew’d himfelf fo brave and aftive in 
Regulation, fo fagacious and politick in Admini- 
ftration, and became fo univerfally acceptable by 
his model! and excellent Carriage, that by the 
Sentence of the Senate he was voted not inferior 
to Trajan, and had likewife the Title of Optimus 
given to him. He ffiew’d a great Veneration for 
the Senate, and in a particular Manner preferv’d 
the Authority of that venerable Affembly; fol¬ 
lowing their Advice and Counfel in all Matters of 

Government, And among other Things, he per¬ 
mitted them to chufe a Cenfor at their Plealure, 
wljich was an ancient Magiftracy of great Autho¬ 
rity, whofe Office was to cor re 61 the Manners and 
Cufloms, and to reform the Abufes and Difor- 
ders of the People, and therefore had Supreme 
Jurifdi&ion over all Men : And this Office, from 
the Time that Rome became fubjeiSt to one Perfon, 
was generally ufurp’d by, the Emperors, who made 

theimelves Cenfors at their Pleafure. Upon this 

Perm.iffion of Decius, the Senate made choice of 
hisGreneral Valerian for Cenfor, norwkhftanding 
he was then aBlent, crying out, That the Life of YMKg o e . 
Valerian was a continual Cenjvrjhip ; and moreover, cius made 
without any Requeft made by the Emperor, they C*far. 
nominated his Son Decius, for C afar, and his Suc- 
ceflor. 


Hh i 


But 
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But tho’ this Emperor gain’d fi^ch great Ap- 

plaufes from his Behaviour in general, yet he ex¬ 
ceedingly ftain’d and blacken’d his Reputation by 
his bloody Severities towards the Cbriftians 3 a- 
gainft whom, in the firft Year of his Reign, he 
rais’d the fharpdt and moft dreadful Perfection, 
f ( . that had ever yet afflitted and opprelTed the 
wmhgeru- Chutch. This was the Seventh General Perfecu- 
rai Pe-ft. t j on 0 f the cbrifiUns , which broke out about fif¬ 
teen Years after the Beginning of the Sixth Perfe¬ 
ction under Maximinus. Some Writers fuppofe 
this Perfecution to have proceeded from Decius s 
Hatred to his Predeceffor Philips for being a Chrb 
Jliun, or at lead a great Favourer of that Religion; 
but others more truly afcribe it to his Zeal for the 
Caufe of declining Paganifm, which he faw fatally 
undermined by the wonderful Progrefs of C briftia- 


cutm. 


D. 


150. 


nit 


no 


rr, ana mai incrciuic incic was 

left to fupport the one, but by the Ruin of the 
other. For above a Year and a half this Storm 
was very black and violent, and no Place in the 
Empire but felt the dreadful Effe&s of it. The 
Cbriftians were in all Places driven from their Ha¬ 
bitations, fpoil’d in their Eftates, tormented in 
their Bodies3 Racks and Prifons, Fines and wild 
Beafts, fcalding Pitch and melted Wax 3 fliarp 
Stakes and burning Pinces, were but fome of the 
Methods of their Treatment 3 and when the fbr- 
er were run over, new were daily invented and 
contrived. The Laws of Nature and Humanity 
were trodden under foot 3 Friend betray’d his 
Friend, Brother his Brother, and Children their 
Fathers 3 every Perfon being ambitious to pro¬ 
mote the Imperial Editts, and thinking it merito¬ 
rious to bring a Chrifttan to the Stake. This Perfe¬ 
cution fwept away infinite Numbers, among the 
l'cft, Fabian , Bifhop of Rome 3 Babylas , Bifhop of An¬ 
tioch 3 and silexandrr, Bilhop of Jerufalem 3 Nicepho- 
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rus affirming it to be eafier to counj: the Sands of the 
Sea-fhore, than to reckon up all the Martyrs that 
fuffer’d under this Perfecution. Befides, an in¬ 
numerable Company were beaten, imprifon’d, and 
tormented , among whom Origin was one ; and 
a greater number betook themlelves to voluntary 
Exile , chufing rather to commit themfclves to 
the Barrennefs of Rocks and Mountains, and the 
Mercy of wild Beafts, than to thofe who had di¬ 
verted themfelves of all Reafon and Humanity. 

Among thefe latter, was Paul of Tbcbies, a Youth 
of fourteen Years of Age, who withdrew himfelf 
into the Deferts of ts£gypt, and took up his Abode 
and Refidence in a convenient Cavern in a Rock, 
leading for ninety eight Years a folitary and an- 
choretick Life, and became the Father of Her¬ 
mits, and all fuch as afterwards refign’d them- 
felves to Solitude, and a more ftrift moriify’d Life. 
Towards the latter end of this Perfecution, the 
Emperor Decius took a Journey into Syria, to efta- 
blifh the Affairs of the Eaft ; and at Antioch , ha- 
ing unjuftly llain a little Son of an Eaftern King, 
depos’d for an Hoftage, he attempted to enter the 
tbrifiian Congregation there 3 but the above-nam’d 
Babylas , Bifliop of this City, flood at the Door, 
and with an undaunted Bravery told him, That he 

would never willingly permit a tVolf to break in upon 

ChriftV Sheepfold. This fo exafperated the Empe¬ 
ror, that he immediately after fent for Babylas , and 
lharply expoftulating with him for the Infolen- 
cy of the Fa£t, he commanded him, and many 
others to fuffer Martyrdom 3 fo that no Part of the 
Empire was free from the Effects of his bloody 
Commands. 

This Perfecution was attended and fucceeded 
by many Miferies to the Empire, and by great 
Wars and Devaluations from the Goths , and other 
Barbarous Nations, which occalion’d Decius to 

H h 3 make 
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make fpeedy Preparations to oppofe them in Thratt 
and Mcfia , where they had been moft fuccefsful. 
For the more effectual fupprefling of them he re- 
folv’d to go in Perfon, and to oblige the Senate, 
he left the Government in their Hands; and take- 
ing his Son along with him, he marched toward 
the Enemy, and within a few Days after he join’d 
Battel with thofe furious People; which in the 
Beginning was very doubtful and bloody, but at 
lalt he gain’d the Victory, and flew 50000; con- 
ftraining the reft to fly to the Mountains, and 
other Places of difficult Accefs, not daring to come 
down into the Plains: Which reduced them to 
that Extremity, that he might eafily have ruined 
them, had he not been prevented by the Infidelity 
of his own Commanders. For the King oftheGoti/, 
by an EmbaiTy let him underftand , That, if he 
would give him leave to depart peaceably , he would 
/that: dm all the Roman Dominions , and return to his 

cwn Country. But the Emperor having poffefs’d 
himfelf of all the Palfcs, imagining that he might 
ealily ddlroy them, or make them Prifoners, and 
lo punifh their foimer Breach of Articles, would 
not yield to the King’s Propofals. Having at laft 
reduced them to fuch Extremity, that they could 
nor eicjpe out of Iris Hands, he gave Orders to 
an Eminent Commander call’d Trcbmianus Gallus , 
Governor of the Frontiers of- M<efia , carefully to 

guard certain Paftes, through which the Goths de¬ 
sign'd to march, and that he might effectually 
fixure them, he gave him the Command of a 

E owerful Party of Men. But Gallus being am- 
itious of making himfelf Emperor, and by fuch 
Methods as were often us’d before, not only dif- 
chirg d his Office negligently, but gave fecret In¬ 
telligence to the King of the Goths. That he would 
la him p-fs quietly.-, advifing him withal, to divide 

his Army into (wo Parts, with one Half to lay in Am- 
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htflu and with the other to attack the Emperor's Camp, 
who fufpe&ed no fuch Attempt ; and then, joining a 
Flight fo to retire , as to draw the Emperor into his 
Ambufc ide , where he might undoubtedly defiroy him. 

Authors do not exactly agree in the Relation of 
this private Contract , but however, the Treafon 
of Gall us fo far fuccc ded, that Decius was brought 
to engage the Gothi v. ith the greateft Diladvan- 
tage, and }ct continued fighting with extraordi¬ 
nary Valour and Bravery. In a fhort time young 
Decins , being mortally wounded with an Arrow, 
fell from his Horfe in tire light of his Father the 
Emperor, who immediately cry’d out to his Sol¬ 
diers , Not to be dijrour. god , for the Death of c « e 
Knight would be no Trejudice to the State or the Battel. 

But at length forelceing his Ruin, and that the 
Goths had apparently the Vi&ory, that he might 

not fall into the Enemy’s Hands, he clapr his Spurs 
to his Horfe, and rode futiotifly into a deep Lake T y Deat h 
or Bog, where by reafon of the weighr of his Ar- of Decius. 
mour, he was foon fwallowed up, and his Body ne¬ 
ver could be found. And this was the miferable 
Death of Decius , the Thirtieth Emperor of Rome , on 
the- 50th Tear of his Age, after a fhort Reign of 
two Years and fix Months j a Prince excellent in 
all things but in Relation to the Chrijlians , the 
Blood or whom not only fell upon Him, his Son, 
and his whole Army, but alfo upon the whole Ro¬ 
man Empire befides, by Means of the Inundations 
of the Goths and other barbarous Nations, who at 
this time might have been eafily fupprel's’d, if rce 
ruined by natural Means, if Providence had thought 

it fit. The Death of Decius happen’d in the 1004th 
Year of the City, 174 Years after the Settlement of 
the Empire by Auguftus, 25 r after our Saviour’s 
Nativity, 153 after the laft of the Twelve Caefars, 

and 58 after the publick Sale of the Empire' by tbe J 
Soldiers. 

H h 4 
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A- D. VI. After the De3th of Decius , the Goths pur- 
isi. fil’d their ViCtory, and made a miferable Slaughter 

in the Roman Army, which was entirely defeated , 
and thofe who efcaped, fled to the Legions com¬ 
manded by GAlns, who as a Confederate with the 
Goths, was in fafety : Therefore he us’d no Re¬ 
venge for the Death of Decius , tho’ he made great 
Pretences of that kind, to conceal his odious ACts 
and Deligns. He fhew’d himfelf very induftrious 
in ftrengthening and encouraging his Army, pro- 
mifing great Service again!! the barbarous Goths, 
till by his popular A diions he gain’d his Defire, 
and with the Applaufes of the Soldiers was pro¬ 
claimed Emperor. Intelligence of this was ioon 
brought to Rome, where the Senate and People 
were extremely concerned, as well for the Death 
of Decius, as the Overthrow of the Roman Army, 
Callus bur underfranding that Gallus w as chofen Emperor, 
mu' Em- and that his Legions had fecured fuch Men as 
{‘ T,r - efcaped from the Battel, they confirm’d his Electi¬ 
on, and gave him the Name and Title of Augu- 
jlus. Galh's was now about 45 Years of Age, and 
defeended of an honourable Family in Rome, 
which he much riain’d by hL bafe and difhonou- 
rablc Actions: For he not only dcligned it by his 
trealonaole . : .aciices before he was Emperor ; but 
after his Advancement he made a Peace with the 
Get--,, the mod ihanicful and difhonourable that 
ever the Romans made fince the Foundation of the 
Ci y which was, That the Roman Jhculd every 
7ear ctnfiamly pay a confnlerahle Tribute to the Goths. 

So that he might gain the Title of Emperor, he 
was contenr to make himfelf and the Romans, who 
were accounted Lords of all Nations, tributary 
and fubjeCt to a rude and barbarous People: So 
prevalent is Ambition, that it makes Men willing 
tp bf Slaves to fume, that they may effectually 

com- 
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command others. But the Succefies of this Empe¬ 
ror proved according to the Merit of his A&ions : 

For the Goths , and other barbarous Nations, not 
fatisfy’d with their advantageous Peace, broke it in 
a ftort Time, and like a mighty Torrent came 

down upon the Province of Thrace , Mafia. Thejj'a- 
lj , Macdon , and fonie Parts of Afa, pra&ifing ali 
Kinds of Ravages, Devaftations and Maflacres: 

For all which the Emperor Ihewed but little Regard. 

On the other fide, the Perjians in Ajia, feeing the 
extraordinary Succcfs of the Goths , entered with 
a great Power under their great King Sapores, into 
the Provinces of Mel<fitamia and Syria ; and then 
palling forwards, they fubdu’d Armenia, and drove 
out Tiriclatis the King of that Country. But Gallos 
not much regarding rhefe troubles and Calami¬ 
ties abroad, confirmed his Time in Rome , rather 
as a Slave to his own Voluptuoufnefs, than a con¬ 
quering Monarch 3 taking for his Companion in 
the Empire his Son V<!ufiav, tho’ but a Child, and wbtm*let 
caufing Virtue Augujhrum be flampt upon both their tiff 9 " 
Coins, as if he had gained the Empire by Valour, 
and not Treachery. At the fame time, to pleafe„ (r . 
and pacify the People of Rome, he adopted a young 
Son of Decim 3 bur fhortly after caus’d him fecretly 
to be poyfon’d. 

That there might be nothing wanting to com -rheUfi 
pleat the Miferies of the Empire, Gallus renew’d Perfection 
the Decian Perfecution againft the Chriftian, which rtvi ™d. 
had been much abated 3 refolving, as it were, to 
imitate his Predeceifor in nothing but his Crimes. 

And this was the immediately fucceeded by a moft 
dreadful Peftiience, which beginning in tAEtbiopia 
in the Confines of tAgypt, from thence infefted 
all the Provinces in the World, continuing feveraJ 
fears in an unheard of Manner, and deftroying 
incredible Numbers of People in every City in 
die Empire 3 from whence St. Cyprian, the fa¬ 
mous 
* 
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mcras Bifhop of Carthage, took an Occafion to write 
that excellent Treatile, De Mortalitate , So that all 
the Reign of this wicked Emperor was unfortu¬ 
nate and deplorable ■ as well for the Lofs of feve- 
ral Provinces to foreign Enemies, as other Ca¬ 
lamities, He had only one confiderable Vidtory 
in Mafia, gained by his General eALmilian over the 
Goths 3 of whom many thoufands were flain, and 
the Purfuit followed for feveral Days. But this 
Vidtory was fo far from being an Advantage to 
Gallus, that it foon after occafion’d his total Ruin, 
for tsEmilian by this became fo famous, and G al¬ 
ius fo contemptible, that the Soldiers, who were 
Anilim pleas’d with the Gifts and Promifes of zAmil'm, 
proclaim'd an< j e ver affediing Change and Novelties, pro- 

%lr 7 Sti ~ c ^ alrn ’^ him Emperor. The News of this foon 

rous’d Gallus from his fofr Pleafures and Delights, 
who with all poflible Expedition made great Pre- 
parations to oppofe this dangerous Rival 3 and 

^G^nus* ieavin 8 Rome -> carrying his Son with him, and a 

"lad hh powerful Army, he march’d towards Mafia. Here 
stm, he was met by isEmiliav, who boldly came to a 

Battel with him, and at length overthrew him, 
and flew both Him and his Son Volufian 3 the Sol¬ 
diers all joining with the Conqueror. This was 
the deferved Death of Treboniamts Gallus , the Thirty 
firft Emperor of Rome , in the 47th year of his Age, 
after a mod unhappy Reign of two Years and four 

Months 3 a Prince who had no Excellency that we 

know' 3 bur by his abominable Pradtices and Wick- 
ednefs, he brought innumerable Mifchiefs and Ca¬ 
lamities upon himfelf and the Empire 3 by which 
his Memory is become odious in Hiftory. He dyd 
in the 1006th Year of the City, 253 Years after 

our Saviour s Nativity, and 60 after the publick 
Sale of the Empire. 


VII e /Emi- 
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A. D. 

153. 


VII. ts£mil:an, after his Vi&ory over Gab 
began to look upon himfelf as real Emperor of 
Home } and thereupon wrote to the Senate, fend¬ 
ing them intelligence of his Succefs and Election, 
remembring than of the Negligence and Ill- 
Government of Gallus , and of the Provinces the 
Homan Empire had loft in his Reign3 promifing 

likevvile to recover Thrace from the Goths, Mefopo- 
tamia and Armenia from the Ferfians , and to clear 
the Empire of ali Enemies. But the Senate had 
no Regard to thefe Promifes, and the Army of 
the Alps likewife oppos’d him, chufing for Empe¬ 
ror their own Commander Valerian 3 upon Notice 
of which, zAsmilian s Soldiers, mov’d with the great 
Reputation of Valerian , whom the Senate favour’d, 
to avoid Civil Wars, rofe up againft oALmilian and The Death 
flew him, after a fhort Reign, or rather Ufurpa- 
tion of about three Months. Some Writers rank 
him among the Number of Emperors3 but becaufe 
he was never eftablifhed in the Empire, nor his 
Title generally acknowledg’d, others more juftly 
place him only among the Ufurpers. Upon the 
Death of zAbmilian, Valerian was not only acknow¬ 
ledg’d and obey’d as Emperor by the Army, but 
likewife with great Applaufes by the Senate, who 
at the fame time gave to his Son Gallienus , then 

in the City, the Title of Cafar, and Succeilor to 
his Father. Valerian , when he was chofen Em- y a i er ; an 
peror, was about 70 Years of Age, which Tim z ma deEm- 
he had fpent in great Fame and Reputation both peror, and 
under good and bad Emperors, by reafon of his his Son 
Valour and other great Vertues 3 and had attain’d c*f a ' nus 
to many Offices and Dignities 3 particularly under 
|Decius he was made Cenfor of Rome , as was before 
[mention’d, and was highly efteem’d by that Em- 
eror and the Senate, being alfo of a very ancient 

oufe and Family, Finally, in the whole courfe 

of 
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of his Life, before he arriv’d at the Empire, he was 
profperous and fortunate in all his A£ts; fo that 
all had great Hopes that this Emperor by his 
Wifdom and Experience would repair all the Mife- 
ries and Calamities of thefe unhappy Times. And 
accordingly he fet about many Regulations, and 
made choice of wife and worthy Governours, and 
more particularly valiant and experienced Com¬ 
manders, whom he chofe out of the chief of the 
Nobility, by whom he was very profperous in fe- 
veral Actions againft the Northern Nations. 

The former Part of the Emperor’s Reign was 
acceptable to all People, and he fhewed himfelf a 
great Patron of the Chriftians, whom he treated 
with all Offices of Kindnefs and Humanity, en¬ 
tertaining them in his own Family j fo that his 
Court feem’d to be a Church for Piety, and a San- 
uary for Refuge to good Men. But towards the 
fourth Year of his Reign this pleafant Scene va- 
niflied j and feduced by an Arch-Magician of 
ghth eAEgjpt, who perfuaded him, That nothing could Jo 

1 . proj'per the affairs of the Empire as the Refloration of 

oieiiin. ^e p a g an Rites, and the Supprejfion of Chriftianity, Jo 

hateful to the Gods , he rais’d a terrible Perfection 
7 - againft the Chriftians, wherein they were treated 
with the utmoft Fury and Barbarity throughout all 
Parts of the Empire. And this was the Eighth 

general Perfection of the Catholick Church, 

which broke out about feven Years after the be¬ 
ginning of the Seventh under the Emperor Decius. 

Dionyfius of Alexandria tells US, that it is needlefs 

to make a particular Enumeration of all the Cbri - 
pans that fuifered in this Pefecucion 5 only ’tis ob- 
fcrvable that both Men and Women, young and 
old, Soldiers and Rufticks, Perfons of all Ranks 
and Ages, were foine beaten and fcourg’d, others 
beheaded, and ochersreceiv’d the Crown of Martyr¬ 
dom, by overcoming the Violence of flaming Fur¬ 
naces, 

• * 
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naces. Sr. Cyprian paflionately bewails the Mife- 
ries and Sufferings of the Martyrs in his Letter to 
tfemefian, and the reft that were condemn’d to the 
Mines: Nor did he himfelf efcape, being beheaded 

ac Carthage, as Xifius and Quart us had been before 
him, ana the 300 Martyrs De MaJJd Candida, who 
rather than facrifice to the Vagan Gods, cheerfully 
leapt into a vaft Pit of burning Lime, kindled for 
that purpofe, where they were ftifled with the 
Smoke and Flame. In Spain fuffer’d Fmcluojus Bi- 
Ihop of Tarragon 3 at Rome, Xiftus the Bilhop, and 
St. Laurence his Deacon and Treafurer of that 
Church ; and at Cafarea, Prifcus, Malchus and A- 
lexander, who aftiam’d to lye idle, while fo many 
Hero’s were contending for the Crown, unani- 
moufly offer’d themfelves to the Judge, and gladJy 
received the Sentence of Martyrdom. 

This Perfection continu’d the reft of the Reign 
of this Emperor, which was about two years, and 
gave a fatal turn to all his Profperity; for Heaven 
being highly provoked with the many Perfections 
of its faithful Servants, lent its Scourges from the 
Northern Countries, who came down in a more 
formidable Manner than ever ; and the Empire in 
all Parts began to be ufurp’d by Traytors and Ty¬ 
rants, to the great Danger of its Diffolution. The 
Emperor himlelfwas the principal Sufferer in thefe 

Calamities; for after he had madefome Refiftance 

f the Goths and Scythians , he was obliged to turn 
all his Forces again ft Sapores King of Vafu, who 
with a furious Progrefs ravaged Syria, Siticia and 
Cappadocia. Coming into Mesopotamia^ both Armies 
met, and a general Battle was expected ; but it 
roved otherwife. For juft before the intended 
ngagement, Valerian, through the Negligence, or 




s lb me believe, the Treachery of the General, 


as brought into an incommodious Place without 


iufiicknr Guard; 


where being furrounded by 

the 
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and Perjtans , and all the Pafles poffeffed, without 
any great Refiftance, he was taken Prifoner by 
Saports, who carried this old Emperor into his own 
Country, and treated him with greater Indignities 
than the meaneft Slave. For the tyrannizing Per- 
fan, exceffively fwell’d with this profperous Gale, 
ade Valerian his Foot-ftool whenever he was dif- 
pofed to take Horfe ; caufing the greateft Monarch 
of the World, to whom all Nations paid Homage, 
to bow down his Neck for him to tread upon it 
when he mounted the Saddle 3 this was the mife- 
rable Fate of Lacinius Vr.lerian , the Thirty fecund 
Emperor of Rome , in the 76th Year of his Age, 
after a Reign of about fix Years3 a Prince emi¬ 
nent for many remarkable Excellencies, who for 
many Years wanted no kinds of Succefs and Prof- 
perity, till he was at laft met by the Judgment of 
Heaven, which feverely punifhed him for his bar¬ 
barous Cruelties to the CbrifUans 3 and this was 
likewife a Punilhment to the Romans themfelves, 
who never received fuch a Signal Affront fince the 
Foundation of their City. Sapores us’d to rally Va¬ 
lerian when he made him his Foot-ftool, telling 
Him, That this Vo [here -was greater Proof of which Stilt 
the ViBory went, than all the ViBures that the Romans 
coud make, and for a confiderable Time the Per- 
fans treated the very Name of a Roman with all 
poftible Indignity and Scorn. Valerian continued 
about feven Years in this miferable Servitude, not- 
withftanding all the Writings, Interceftions, and 
Threats of the Chief Potentates in the World to 
procure his Releafe, and at length the infulting 
Perfan caufed his Eyes to be pulled out, and after 
that to be flead alive, and rubbed with Salt, ac¬ 
cording to j4gathijs 3 but LanBanBius fays he w'as 
flead after his Death, being then about 83 Years 
of Age. This remarkable Captivity of Valeria », 
hapnedinthe 101 zth Year of the City, i8z Years 

after 
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after the Settlement of the Empire by Augufius , 
i,-9 after our Saviour’s Nativity, 161 after the laft 
of the twelve Cafars, and 66 after the publick Sale 
of the Empire by the Soldiers. 
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frcw the Captivity of Valerian, and the he- 
ginning of the Thirty Tyrants, to the Re¬ 
signation of DiocLESlAN, the Thirty-ninth 
Emperor ; when the Empire became Jirfi di¬ 
vided into Independent Parts. 

Containing the fpace of alout TEARS , 

I. T T Alerian being taken Prifoner, all Perfons Gallienus 
V expected rhat his Son Gallienus would re - mxde Ek ~ 
lieve him, and revenge the Affront ) therefore th z*™'D 
Senate conferr’d the Empire upon him, making ' ' 
him Sole Emperor, who in a great meafure had 
the Authority before, he being now about 41 
Years of Age. This Reign was the rnoft con¬ 
fus’d and calamitous of all the preceding j and 
Heaven and Earth feemed equally to threaten 
the Ruin and Deftru&ion of the Roman Em¬ 
pire. In the beginning of it the Sun w’as 
clouded and darkncd, to that it did not ap- 
jpc-ar for many Days .* Strange and difmal Earth¬ 
quakes overthrew the Cities and ftately Edifices, 
deftroying great Numbers of People, and fha- 
king the Lands fo terribly, that the hidden 
Bowels of the Earth, and ftupendious Caverns 
were laid Open, from whence flowed vail Streams 
ot Salt Water. The Sea over-fwelled its Banks, 
snd broke into many Continents, drowning 

Coun¬ 


ting the Lands 
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Countries, Cities and People ■, and fo volent a 
Pcftiience raged, that in Rome no lefs than 5000 
Perfons died in a Day. Thefe extraordinary Ca¬ 
lamities fo moved Gallienus to Remorfe, that 
thinking to pacifie the Wrath of the Divine 
Power, contrary to the Practices of former 
Emperors in thefe Circumftances, he relax’d the 
Persecution againft the Lbriflians, fending forth his 

Edicts in favour of them : Befides thefe Calamities 
the whole Empire was dangeroully invaded on all 

Parts. The Gtrmans over-ran Rhatia and the slip, 
and palled into Italy as far as Ravenna ; the 
Attemans aifo wafted Gaul, and entred Spain to the 
City of Tarragon : The Goths and Scythians ravag’d 
all Pontus, and a greater Part of lelTer Afia ; and in 
Europe all Greece , Macedonia, and their Confines. 
Dacia beyond the Danube was totally loft to the 

Quad's and Sarmatians , who alfo feized on Pan- 
nonia j and the Perfians and Parthians , having al¬ 
ready gained Mesopotamia, polTefs’d themfelves of 
a great Part of Syria. About the fame time the 
Soldiers in all Parts electing their own Generals, 
advanced no lefs than Thirty almoft at one Time, 
who alTuming the Title of Emperors, are generally 
recorded by the Name of The Thirty Tyrants ; and 
as they were all oppofite to each other, fo they 
were often unanimous in the Ruine of Gallianus , 
by which means the Roman Empire was more 
feverely harrals’d and opprefs’d by its own Forces, 

than by Foreign Devaftation : Only thefe Ufur- 
pers, who were generally Valiant Men, did often 
defend and fecure the Empire from the Barbarous 
Nations, who feemed in a capacity to over¬ 
whelm it. 

Gallienus in the beginning of his Reign (hewed 
fome Regard to the Publick, and particularly 

overthrew Ingemuts, a valiant Commander in 

Panncnia, who had rebelled, and aiTumed the 

Title 
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Title of Emperor, and likewife defeated the Goths 
in a Battel; in which Victories he us’d incredible 
Cruelties, deftroying in one City all living Per- 
fons. But afterwards he gave himfelf up to Eafe 
and Luxury ; fo that while the whole World was 
infefted with Wars and Deflations, he generally 
continued at Rome among Concubines and Harlots, 
furrounded with Rofes and other Flowers, in¬ 
venting new Pleafures and Delights, often bath¬ 
ing himfelf, ftudying how he might preferve Figs 

and other Fruits green all the Year, and having or¬ 
dinarily at his Table the mod delicious and coftlv 
Meats imaginable. His Services were all of Gold 
befet with Jewels, the Powder for his Hair of 
Gold-Duft; and he continually diverted himfelf 
with Mimicks and Buffoons, and bathed with Wo¬ 
men of all Ages. When it was told him that the 
Kingdom of <^£gypt had rebelled againft him, he 
made anfwer, Cannot we live without the Linen of 
Egypt ? Having loft Gaul by Ufurpers, he care- 
lefsly replied, Cannot the State be J'upportcd with¬ 
out the Soldiers Cajfocks from thence ? Being in¬ 
formed of the Deflation of Afia by Earthquakes, 
and the Scythian Invafion, he without any Concern 
faid, Cannot we fubfift without Salt-petre ? And 

being advertis’d of the Lofs and Ruin of other Pro¬ 
vinces, he always anfwered with fo much Scorn 
and Negligence, as if he had utterly forgot his 
Office and Dignity. His extraordinary Carelef- 
nefs and Difregard for the Publick, was the Prin¬ 
cipal Reafon that fo many Tyrants and Ufur¬ 
pers made themfelves Lords and Emperors in his 
Reign. Of all whom we ffluft give fome little Ac¬ 
count, tho’ in a very imperfect and diforderly Me¬ 
thod, by reafon of the ftrange Confuiion of Affairs, 
and the Obfcurity and Brevity of the Writers of 
this Reign. 

I i 


Valerian 
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Valerian being taken Prifoner, as was formerly 1 

and his Son Galliemis uling no Means 
for his Ranfome or Revenge, the Commanders 
and Soldiers in the Eaft were difperfed with great 
Grief and Indignation for the Difgrace they had 
received. In this Exigency, Balijla, General to 
Valerian , and an excellent Soldier and Commander, 
together with Maerianus, a Ferfon of lingular 
Worth and Experience, aifembling the Roman Le¬ 
gions and Cohorts, with the unanimous Confent of 
ail, they agreed to chufe an Emperor, to recover 
the Reman Dominions, and to fet the old Emperor 
at Liberty, lince Gallur.us rook no care of that 
Matter. And after many Conlulrations, Maori anus 
was defied and obeyed as Emperor; and with 
him his two Sons, Maerianus and Quietus, "were 
made his Equals and Companions in the Empire j 
a.Que* andatrhe lame time lift a made Pvafedl or Ge- 

•Bij.3, neral of his Army. Macrianus feeing himfelf 

made Emperor, and powerful by reafon of the Ar¬ 
mies of the Eaft, he marched into the Confines 
in Vrfu, and in l'ome Battels fupprefs’d the for¬ 
mer Infolencies of that Nation. Bur fearing a 
valianc Commander called Vakns , Prcconful of 
the Province of Acbaia in Greece, he fent a con- 
fiderable Army atpinft him under the Com¬ 
mand of Pifo a Confular Perfon, and a good 
Soldier, to Ceze on that Country, and fo to pafs 
into Italy ; which being underftood by Vakns, 
10 er.creafe his Authority and Power, he caufed 
V*fen*,4. LimfeJf to be cholen Emperor, and affirmed the 

Imperial Ornaments and Enligns j by which he 
drew fuch a Number of Men to bis Party, that 
Tifo was driven to retire with his Troofs into 
lit fitly where, Being reduced to fome Extremi¬ 
ties, he us’d his Enemies Policy, and like him, 
Yfo f, proclaimed himfelf Emperor } but was foon after 

over- 
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overthrown by Vdens's Forces and (lain. Nor did 
Vahns long enjoy his Victory • for within a few 
Days after, his own Soldiers for fome Difcontents, 
confpir’d againft him, and Hew him. 

Alacrianus, who now reigned Emperor in the 
Eaft, receiving Intelligence of the Misfortunes of 
Fi(a and Valen<, and nor fatisfied with his prefent 
poifo-llion, refolved to march towards Rome with 
a conliderable Army, to fupprefs fome Ufurpers 
in the Weft, as alfo the legal Emperor Gdlienus, 

Therefore leaving behind him his Son Quietus, 
and Balijla , with fome choice Troops to pre¬ 
vent other Ufurpations in the Eaji , he began 
his March with 45000 Men, and pufh’d through 
the lelfer Afia into Thrace and Achaia , where he 
overthrew the Goths , who had made great De- 
vaftarions in thofe Parts, and conftrained them 
to retire. About the fame rime, or rather before, . . 

Aureolas, Commander of the Legions in IUyricum 6 reo us> 
and Dalmatia, was conftrained by his Men to 
alfume the Title of Emperor 5 and perceiving 
that Alacrianas was ending his Province, he ga¬ 
thered ail his Forces together, and in a bloody 
Battel put an End to all his great Attempts, 
overthrowing and Haying both him and his Son 

M.icrianus. Upon which 3 0000 of Alacrianus* S 
Soldiers went over to Aureolas , which fo ftrength- 
ned his Intereft, that Gdlienus , who was fome- 
what employed in fupprelling other Ufurpers, 
was content to enter into Articles with him, 
and make a Peace, which continued Him moll 
of his Reign. But while Ala cri anus was purfuing 
his unft^ccefsful Attempts, Odamtus, a famous 
Prince of Palmyrene , a Province in Syria, feeing CWxna. 
all things in Confuiion in the Empire, prefum’d tus ’ 7 ' 

Jo take upon him the Title and Condition of 
Emperor, imparting likewiie that Dignity to He¬ 
'd, his eldeft Son by his Hrft Wife. This Ufur- *d croi M- 

I i i pation 
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pation prov’d both honourable and advantageous 
to the Empire, for he perform’d many noble Ex¬ 
ploits againft: Scores, King of Perfia, who detain’d 
Valerian Prifoner, gain’d many Battels, recovered 
all Mtfcpotar,n.i, with the great Cities of Nifthl 
and Carr a, forced Sapcres to fly before him, took 
his Wives, his Riches and Treafure, and marched 
up to the very Walls of Cteffphcn. But as his; 
principal Deligns were againft Macrianus, and his 
Son, he fent a great Prcfent of the Jewels and 
noble Prifoners he had taken from the Verfiaw , 
to GaVkr.us at Rome 3 who when he could not 
eclipfe the Merit of Odasutm by Virtue, or fup- 
pref> it by Valour, fought to deface it by Trea¬ 
chery 3 but failing of his Deligns, out of Fear he 
made him his Partner in the Empire, and O Ha¬ 
vana receiv’d the Title of Augufius , both from 
GJJienus and the Senate. E T pon which Galliemi 
appointed many publick Fealts and Diverfions, in 
the Cirques and Theatres 3 inviting the People 
to ailifr, and be merry, as in the Days of the great- 
eft Joy and Profperity. At the lame time not be¬ 
ing alhamed to triumph over the Verfians , who 
detain’d his Father Prifoner, and to lead them 
Captive in a Mock-fhow, fome fatyrical Perfons 
mix’d themfelves w'ith the Prifoners, and viewing 
their Faces, demanded, Where -was the Emperor s Fa¬ 
ther- Which fo incens’d Gallienns, that he com¬ 
manded them all to be burnt alive. 

Orlicr.atns underftanding the Death of Macria- 
mis and his Son, he turned his Forces againfi 
duiarts, the youngeft Son, who was left wit! 

' Balijla ; and was lb fuccefsful as to put an Enc 
to his Authority and Life together 3 and alfo die 
the fame to Bali fra, who for a while had like 
wife commanded as Emperor 3 by which mean 
Oaxnaim without Contradiction remained Em pc 

ror over all the Provinces in the Eaft, and vw 

ftaii 
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fear’d by all the Princes in the World. Bat he 
iiv’d not long in this Profperity, for his Kinlimn, 

Minins, hoping to gain the fame Power and Au¬ 
thority, treacheroully brought about the Death 
of him, and his Son Herod , and made himfelf M^onius, 
Emperor, though but for a fhort Time; for IO - 
the fame Soldiers that were Ailiftants to him 
in his Treafon, likewife deftroy.d him. Zambia, Zenobii, 
Wife to Odanatus , remaining a Widow, with her £ ■ 

tWO young Sons, Hereinlianas and Timol.ius , took nus I2 
upon her the Government, and began to rule Timolaus 
with a Mafculine Courage and Conduit, fhcw-»j. 


ing 


Wifdom 


as is almoft in¬ 


credible ; and to the great Difgrace of G alii emu, 
and his Succclfor Claudius ; fhe enjoy’d the Title 
of Augufla , and the Empire of the Raft for ma¬ 
ny Years; on one Side warring again!! the mlgh- 
t y Perfians, and on the other, defending fur lelt 
again!! all the Power of Rome. All Writers take 
fome Notice of the Virtues and Accomplilfiments 
of this Princefs, particularly her Continence , 
which was fo remarkable, that fhe was never fa¬ 
miliar with her Husband after Conception; nt>r 

yet twice, till fhe knew by natural Signs, wheth.r 
Ihe had conceived or not, She was extraordinary 
learned in many Arts and Languages, and had 
her felf abridg’d the Alexandrian, and all the Ori¬ 
ental Hiftories, whereby fhe attain’d the highe.t 
Pitch both of Wifdom and Authority; being li¬ 
beral and temperate in all Things, very l’evere 
upon Occafion, yet no ways defective in GcoJ- 
nefs and Clemency. She was ambitious as well as 
brave, and boafted that fhe was defeended in 
one Line from Cleopatra and the Ptolemjs of Z H- 
£/pf, and in another from the mighty Rnmir:mi, 
Queen of Babylon ; and in all Things aCted as if 


World 
H 3 


But Gallienus , 

w h j 
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who fear’d Odanaws, ar firft defpis’d ZtnobU J 
but (he loon let him underftand his. Error by her 
frequent overthrowing his Forces, particularly 
thole under the Command of Heraclhnus. About 
the fame time, eytmilian, Commander of the Le- 
jEmilian, gionsin after fome Tumults and Struggles, 

i 4 . ’in imitation cf many others, proclaimed him- 

felf Emperor, and with great Courage and Bold-I 
nels feiz’d on that ancient Kingdom. But as 
thefe Buildings had but a weak Foundation, fo 
a frnall Force, and a few Storms overwhelm'd 
them, which was etfe&ed by a Commander lent 
by Galthr.us , caii’d Tbccdatus, who uled fuch Me¬ 
thods that his Friends tailing him, he was by 
him apprehended, and afterwards put to Death in 
Prifon. 

While Affairs thus palled in the Eaft, the other 
Provinces of the Empire were in no lefs Confu- 
lion, being extremely infefted and harralfed with 
Wars and LTurpers - y G^llienus in the mean time 
folacing himfeit in Rome, contenting himfelf with 
Italy, w hich was the only Province that remain’d 
firn 1 to him , the reft fometimes paying, and 
other times denying their Obedience. In thefe 
general Commotions, Africk alfo made feveral Al¬ 
terations, occalioned by Pomponianus, the Com¬ 
mander of the Legions, and Ttjfunus, Proconlulj 
of the Province, who made choice of a Tribune, 
call’d CJji.-s, a Perfon highly efteem’d for his 
Virtues and Accomplifhmcnrs , and proclaim’d 
Celfus,iy.him Emperor. But this poor Prince’s Authority 

lafted but lcven Days, being put to Death by the 

Means of G.dlUmis’ s Kinlwoman Gallkna , dwel¬ 
ling in thofe Parts, had great Indignities offered to 
his Body. After which, africk was free from 
Ufurpers in this Reign, but not from Tumults 
and Confulions. About the fame time, Regiiiuwm., 

Commander of the Legions about Panmnui, and 

the 
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the adjacent Provinces, was by the Confent of his 
Arniyj and the Inhabitants of rhofe Parrs pro¬ 
claim’d Emperor ; for they were highly incenlcdKegUKa- 
againft Gallianus for his Cruelties in thofe Coun- nus ’ l6 ' 
tries, when he fupprefs’d Ingenuus, formerly mcn-j^ 
tioned, who was alfo one of the Thirty Tyrants, 
or Ufurpers, Regilliavus performed great Service 
againft the Sarmnuans , but was at length (lain by 
the Roxolxni or Ritjjhr.s, with the Conienr of the 
Soldiery and Peafants, who fear’d that Gallienus 
would exercile new Cruelties. And here it is ob- 
fervable. That all the Commanders that Valerian 
made, were in his Son’s Reign called Emperors ^ 

among whom was Cenforhms , a Perfon who had^ 1 "^" 

been Conful, and held other Offices and Dignities,” ’ 1 
but underwent the fame Fate that almoft all the 
reft did, being (lain by the fame soldiers that pro¬ 
claimed him. 7 rtbe Ilian us met with a different TrebeM- 

Treatment, tho’ no lefs fatal; for being pro- !inBS > *?• 
claimed Emperor by the Ijhuri in sifu Minor , 

Gallienus fent an i/Egypian Commander, called 
G mfifoktts againft him, who defeated him in a 
bloody Battel, and flew him, but could not re¬ 
duce the Ifauri , who by rcafon of their inac- 
ceflible Country, were often in Rebellion after¬ 
wards. 


During thefe Confufions and Diftraftions in the 
E’ficm and Southern Parts of the Empire, Gaul and 
the Wtiftcrn Parts were no lets harrafs’d with in- 


teftine Convulhons, as well as foreign Deva¬ 
luations. Rofibumus, a valiant Commander, was 
General in G.ud , a Perfon of great 'Reputation 
with Valerian , and fo much efteemed by Gallienus , 

that at his firft Arrival at the Empire, he fent him 

his Son Salcninus, whom he intitled C<efar , tO 

be inftrufted and educated by him : But after¬ 
wards feeing the Negledt and ill Government of 
bis father Gallienus, partly through the Inhabi- 

l i 4. rants 


as well 
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rants Compulfion, and partly by means of ;his 
own Ambition, Saloninus was (lain, and Pojlhu- 

Pofthu- mu proclaimed Emperor, who with great Cou- 

mus, so. rage and Conduft loon made himfelf Mafter of 

all Gaul, which he governed for feven Tears, de¬ 
fending it from all the Infults of barbarous Na¬ 
tions who were ready to devour it; in which his 
Valour was fo remarkable, that he was ftiled, The 

GaUlck Hercules. The Succefs of Pojlhumus fo 
routed Galiienus from his voluptuous way of Li¬ 
ving, that he marched againft him in Perfon, with 
two excellent Commanders, one called Tbeodojhts, 
and the other Claudius ; and invefting a City where 
Tcjihumus was lodged, the Gauls fo well defended 
the City, and GaUienus himfelf being wounded 
with an Arrow, he was conftrained to raife the 
Siege, and likewife to make Peace with Aureclus 
in 111)ricum, which was mentioned before. But all 
this w r as not futficient to l'upprefs the Power of 
Tojlhumus, who was now fupported by an excel¬ 
lent young Commander, called Vithrinus , whom 
ViSorU Tc / humus made his Equal and Companion in the 
nus, Evnphe- by whofe Diligence and AlMance he 

defended himfelf and protrafted the War, having 
fome times profperous, and other times adverle 
Fortune. However, Gallier.us returning to Rome , 
as though he had made a full Conqueft of Gaul , 
entered in a folemn Triumph, with all imagina¬ 
ble Pomp and Show, giving himfelf up to his 
former Courfe of Life and Pleafures. Here he 
daily received News of Commotions, Revolts, In- 
curlions, Devaltations, and Ufurpations in many 
Parts of the Empire; for all which he feemed not 
much concerned } And when he was inform’d of 
his Father Valerian s great Torments and Death in 
Ttrfia, he coldly alluding to Xenophon's Speech 

ypon the Death of his Son, replied, I knew my 

Father 

% • 



Chap. VI. GALLIENUS XXXIII. 489 


father was liable to Death and Miferies as wed as 
ither Verfons. 


Toft humus now living in great Profperity, toge¬ 
ther with his Son Vofihumus , whom he fir It made 
Cafar , and then Augufius, and his Companion in p 0 ^{, a . 
the Empire 3 he governed Gaul and the adjacent mus Jum 
Parts with remarkable Juftice and Severity. Butwior, 22. 


the Gauls , defirous of Change and Novelty, re¬ 
volted from him, and chofe an experienced Com¬ 
mander, called Lollianus, for Emperor 3 and thefe Lollianus, 
two waning againft each other, Vofihumus and his 23- 
Son were ilain by him and the Gauls. Lollianus 
remaining Emperor in thole Parts, notwithftand- 
ir.g he was valiant and powerful, yet he could not 
aliume the fame Authority that Vofihumus had, 

(ince h'n Election was not fo univerfal, and Victo¬ 
rinas the Aflociute of Vofihumus poiTefs’d a confide- Vi fron¬ 
t-able Part of the Country, and was (till called Em- nus ’ l4- 


peror. Victorinas wa; generally governed by Po¬ 
litick Counfels of his Mother Victoria , or Victorina, 

who for her great Valour and Mafculine Courage, 
was (tiled Mother of Armies 3 and by her Alliftance 
he oppofed Lollianus , and in a (harp Battel de¬ 
feated him, and Hew him, remaining foie Emperor 

of Gaul , together with his Mother, who was now 
allociared with him, and called Augufia. Viclorinus 
was an excellent Prince, and compared with the 
belt of the Roman Emperors, but was given to 
Luxury, which was the Caufe of his Ruin3 for 
taking away a Soldier’s Wife from him, he was 
llain by means of his Treafon near Agrippina or 
Cologn 3 which being underftood by his Mother, by 
the Alliftance of fome of her Friends, fhe pro¬ 
claimed his Son Vidorinus Emperor: But the Fu- \r;a or j 

ry of the Soldiers was fuch, that they foon flew mis funitr, 
the Son as they had done the Father. However, ay. 
Victoria would not recede from her Authority and 
Ambition, to fupporc her felf, by Means of her 

Favourites, 
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Favourites, /he procured Tdtricus a Senator of 


Tetricuj, 

a 6 

Tetri cus 
Jamin, 37 . 


Rome 

clai 


Cyriides, 

a8 

Satnmir- 
iros, a9- 
Marius, 

30 . : 


wno naa lome command in G ml, to pro- 
himfelf Emperor, and to make his Son 7e- 
tricHs his Companion, which he did, and proved 
an excellent and valiant Prince, making hirofelt 
Lord of all Gaul, and the greareft Part of Spain, 
obtaining great Victories againft the Northern Na¬ 
tions, and reigning long after the Death of Gal 
lienus. In the mean time Gallienus enjoyed Rom 
and all Italy , which never revolted from him, 
while the Tyrants or Ufurpers by Turns generally 
deftroyed each other, or elfe were ilain by their 
own Soldiers, only fome few continued in fuc- 
ceeding Reigns. Of the Thirty, we have men¬ 
tion’d all but three, which were Cyriades , who be¬ 
fore Valerian's Captivity was proclaim'd Emperor 
by the Ter funs, and foon after deftroy’d , Satm- 
ninus , who not long after his Elc&ion was /lain 
by his own Soldiers; and Marius a Smith, who 
in feven Days was difpatch’d by a Sword of his 


own forging. 

Through all the 


Parts and Provinces of the 


Empire were committed infinite Murthers, Robbe¬ 
ries, Deflations, Infolencies, and all Kinds of 
Batbarities, Tyrannies and Treafons, accompa- 
nyed with an innumerable Company of other un¬ 
heard of Miferies and Calamities y and all in a 
great Meafure occafioned by the Negligence, Vices 
and Cruelties of Gallienus, which render’d him 
both defpicable to his Subjects, and infupportable 
to the Empire. Infomuch that his own Captains 
and Commanders, finding him uncapable of de¬ 
fending the State, at laft refolved upon his Ruin; 

and in the Confpiracy, Heraclianus and Martian , 
two of his principal Commanders, were involv’d, 
being not long after prefented with a fair Oppor¬ 
tunity for that Purpofe. For the Peace being 

broke between Gallienus and Aureolas, one of the 

fore' 
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foremenrion’d Ufurpcrs, the latter fearlefly en¬ 
ter’d Italy it felf, and took the City of MidioLmum 
or Milm j which caus’d Gallienus to oppoi'e him 
wiih a powerful Armv, and to befiege him in that 
City. During this Siege, Martian and the reft of 
the Confpirators, who had agreed with Aureolas, 
pretended that they had private Intelligence, that 
Aureolas was defign’d to make a fudden Sally upon 
that Quarter where Gallienus was lodg’d : Where¬ 
upon Gallunus with greater Hafte than Difcretioo, 
left his Poll fmally accompany’dj lb that before 


the reft of his Guards could be gathered together, 
he was flain by thcle Confpirators, together with The D(atfj 
a Brother of his, nam’d Valerian. This was the„/'Gallie- 


deferved End of Ucinius Galliemis , whom for Me- nus. 


thod’s fake we call the thirty third Emperor of 
Rowe, in the 50th Year of his Age, after an igno¬ 
minious Reign of about nine Y ears after his Fa¬ 
ther’s Captivity 3 a Perfon who not only brought 
Shame and Death to himfelt by his Cruelties and 
Enormities, but likewife greater Miferies and Ca¬ 
lamities upon the Roman State than ever were 
known (ince the Foundation of the City. He dy’d 
the ionft Year of the City, zyi Years after the 
Settlement of the Empire by siuguftus, 268 after 
our Saviour’s Nativity, 170 after the laft of the 
Twelve Csfars, and 7 , after the pubiick Sale of the 
Empire 5 leaving all the Eafi lubjetft to Zcnobia, 
Gaul and the 14aJt toTetricus and Victorinas, Illyricam 
10 Aureolas, and Thrace, Macedonia, and part o i j-ifu 
Minor to the Goths and Scythians . 


II. The Death of Gallienas prov’d a great Eafe j. px 
and Advantage to the Reman Empire, and gave a 
general Satista&ion to all except his Soldiers, who 168- 
txpetting the Riches and Plundei of MiLn, were 
fo enrag’d, that Martian and the Confpirators were 
pblig’d to ailwage them with a fonliderable Sum 

‘ ‘ of 
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of prefen t Money; fo that none of their Compa* 
ny durft prefume to take upon him the Title of 
Emperor, as was generally expedted. In the mean 
Claudius time Flavius Claudius by the unanimous Confent 

midtZm. of all, was proclaimed Emperor; and being a Per- 
ftTtr ' fon of great Vertues and Renown, his Election 

was joyfully confirm’d by the Senate and People 
of Rome with infinite Bleftings and Applaufes. We 
are not fully aiTur’d of his Lineage and Country; 
for fome affirm, that he was born in Dalmatia, 
and was defeended of an ancient Family ; others, 
that he was of Dardania, and defeended from the 
Blood of the Trojans ; and others, that he was the 
Son of the Emperor Gordian. However, we are 
aflur’d that he was a Perfon of extraordinary Va¬ 
lour and Bravery, and that he had performed ex¬ 
cellent Service again!! Toft humus in Gaul , and again!! 
the Gctbs and other barbarous Nations in many 
Parts. He was now about 54 Years of Age, 
and had a very ftrong Body, and a vigorous Mind, 
was eminent for his Virtues and excellent Parts; 
he was chafte and continent, moderate and tempe¬ 
rate, and tuft and upright, both before and after 
he was Emperor; only he wasfomewhat fevere to 
the Cbrifiians , tho’ the Truth of that is doubted, 
He was a juft Judge, a Lover of Strangers, fevere 
to the Wicked, but mod kind to the Vertuous: He 
made excellent Laws and Ordinances, and in a very 
fhort time reform’d the Commonwealth ; fo that 
in his fhort Reign there was a great Change of Af¬ 
fairs, and he proved a mighty Prop and Support 
to a declining Empire. 

The fir!! Expedition undertaken by this Empe¬ 
ror was again!! Aureolas in Milan , who undemand¬ 
ing the Death of Gellienus , chang’d the Courfe of 
his Affairs, expecting to become foie Emperor 
himfelf. But Claudius reintorcing his Army, had 
feveral Engagements with Aureolas, and gain’d one 

memo- 



i 


Chap. VI. CLAUDIUS XXXIV. 493 

memorable Vi&ory over him, which conftrain’d 
him to retire unto the Walls of Milan 5 from 
whence he fought to come to fome Compofition 

with Claudius, as he had done with Gallignus: But 
Claudius, as a virtuous and vi&orious Prince, would 
not hearken to any Agreement with a Tyrant and 
Ufurper, and return’d him Anfwer, That fuch fro- 

fojlticns might have been fuitable to the Temper of 
Gallienus, who flood in fear of Aureolus 3 but for 
himjelf, he was refolved to do nothing mean and un- 
princely, but would make him underfland his Duty. 

Aureolus was afterwards (lain, as fome fay, by his Tl fP‘ ath ^ 
own Soldiers 3 and as others, by Claudius's Com- j us _ UIC °' 
mand, fighting at the Foot of a Bridge. By his 
Death Claudius became Maker of his Army, and of 
all the Countries that he poflefs’d 3 and returning 
with thefe Succefles to Rome, he was there receiv’d 
with great Triumphs and Feaftings, and fetled the 
Affairs of the PubliCk with all imaginable Prudence 
andjuftice. His principal Care and Study was to 
rcftore the Empire to its former Strength and Li¬ 
berty, and to recover all that was loft, being rea¬ 
dy to expofe himfelf to all kinds of Dangers 3 and 

upon that Occafion, it was ferioufly debated in the 
Senate which War fhould be undertaken firft, and 
whether the Emperor Ihould go againft Tetricus in 
Gaul, or Zenobia in the Eaft, or elle the Goths and 
other Nations, which had infefted and poflefs’d 
feveral Parts of the Empire ? But the good Em¬ 
peror foon refolved their Doubts, declaring, That 

be would firjl march a gainf the Goths, and other bar • 
barcus Nations, for they were Enemies to the Common¬ 
wealth 3 but the Ufurpers were only Enemies to Him: 

Therefore he was obliged to revenge a publick Wrong 

bflre a private Injury. Which generous Refolution 
being highly approv’d by theSenareand People, he 
with all poliible Diligence lah’d the greateft Army 
that was ever levy’d for fuch a War 3 for which there 

was 
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was the grcateft Neceflity, lince thefe Nations had 
for fourteen Years pofleiTed many Parts of the 
Empire, and deftroyed many great and famous 
Cities, and notwithstanding they had been fame- 
times overthrown in Gallienus's Reign by Macria- 
nus, Avitus, and this prefent Emperor Claudius, 
yet fill they poilefs’d all Thrace, a great part of 
Macedonia, and other Provinces. Thefe People had 
a great Hatred to Learning; and pillaging the City 
of Athens, they heap’d together a vaft Pile of Books 
to burn, but were advis'd by one to forbear, That 
the Grecians Sfinding their Time on them, might be 

the Ujs capable of U'ar. 

Not long before Claudius undertook this War, 
the Gabs out of a Deft re of Spoil and Plunder, 
to revenge former Lolfes, and expelling Claudius 
fhould be employ’d againft Tetricus and other Pre¬ 
tenders, perfuaded many Northern People and 
Nations to come down upon the Romans. And 
joining themfclves with the Heruli, the Trutangi , 

the Vhtungi, and other uncivilliz’d Nations, to the 
Number of above 300000 fighting Men, befides 
Servants, Women and Children ; they came down 

the River Danube with 2.000 Ships fraught with 

Men and Ammunition, in fuch a formidable Man¬ 
ner, as made the Empire to tremble, and the Earth, 
as i: were to labour under their Burthen. Only 
the invincible Emperor remain’d fcarlefs, and with 
a brave Army march’d againft thefe fierce People ; 
ClaudiujV an d being ready to come to an Engagement, he 
Exftditit n wrote the Senate a fbort Letter to this Effect: I 

tgainB the a7n nnv ready to engage :with three hundred and twen- 
ot s ' ty thousand Men, mho have entered the Empire ; 

whom if I vanquish, 1 (ball deferve your Thanks. 
If I fail, I bcfe you will remember that 1 fight after 
the Reign of Gallienus, who has enervated the 
State and Government ; and the TJfurpations of ma~ 
ny ambitious Perfons , who in Contempt to Him be¬ 
came 
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came Traytors to their Country. Our Gallick and 
Spanifh Sword-Men , the Sinews of our Strength t 
ore taken up in the Weft by TetricuS ; and our Ar¬ 
chers , to our great Shame , by .Zenobia in the Eaft; 
So that wanting all Necejfaries , wbatfoever we fuc- 
cejsfully perform muft be accounted Great. Notwith- 

(landing thefe Inconveniences and Difficulties, Clau¬ 
dius boldly advanced towards the Enemy, and 
coming to a Battel, by his extraordinary Valour 
and Conduft, he overthrew thefe barbarous Nati¬ 
ons, and made an incredible Slaughter of them 3 
which was one of the greaceft and nobleft Victories 
that was ever gained by the Romans , in which were 
(lain and taken Prifoners 300000 Men, and 2000 
Ships loaden with Ammunition; fo that whole 
Houfes were filled to their Tops with Targets, 
Shields, Swords and Launces, and other Habili¬ 
ments of War, of all which the Emperor gave an 
[Account by writing to the City. In this Battel 
iwere taken many barbarous Kings, and other Per¬ 
sons of the higheft Rank among them 3 and the Pri- 

ioners were fo numerous, that no Province nor City 
in the Empire was without many of them for Slaves. 

After this tamous Victory, Claudius purfuing his 
Advantages, in Thrace near Bizantium, and in Ma- 

I 'cnia near Theffalonica , he had feveral Engagements 
ih the Goths , who were polfefs’d of thofe Pro- 
ices in which he was fo fortunate, and the 

emy were fo overthrown and vanquifhed, that 
- Empire was reftored to its former Bounds in 
afe Parts y and for a confiderabe Time the Goths 
:re unable to make any Oppofition or Refinance 
ainfl: the Empire. From hence this Emperor 
f’d with his victorious Army againft the revolted 
rmans , over whom he gained a memorable and 
ttious Victory, near the Lake Benacus or Garda t 
“ Enemy being near 200000 firong. And thus 
ving re-eflablifil’d the Reman Power, and freed 
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the Empire from all Foreigners, he next determi¬ 
ned to march againft his two puiffant Rivals, Te- 
t ri:us and Zenobia , but coming near Sirmium in 
Tannonia , he was there {iezed with a peftilential 

The Cc*th Fever which in a few Days put an End to all his 

*/ claud'i- great Deligns, to the unexpretfible Grief of all true 

us. Remans. Thus Claudius dyed a natural Death, in 

the 56th Year of his Age, after a ftiort, but glori¬ 
ous Reign of one Year, ten Months, and fifteen 
Days 3 being the Thirty fourth Emperor of Rome , 
and a Prince fo fublimeiy excellent, that the Mo¬ 
deration of A uguft us, the Valour of Trajan , and 

the Piety of Antoninus , are faid to have all centered 
in him. He made a vaft Progrefs towards the Re- 
eftablifhing a tottering Empire 3 and the Senate not 
only gave him divine Honours, but likewife the 
People ere£ted him a Statue of Gold ten Foot high 
in the Capitol, an Honour never known before; 
and a Target of the fame Metal, by the Senate’! 

Appointment was hung up in the Court. There 
was alfo by general Content a Pillar erefted and 
compofed of the Prows of Ships, upon which was 
placed his Statue of 1300 Pound weight of Silver, 
reprefenting him in his Confular Robes, He dyed 
in the 1013d Year of the City, and 170 Years af¬ 
ter our Saviour’s Nativity 3 in which time flourifh’d 
Longinus , a great Favourite of Zenobia , and a molt 
excellent Orator and Critick 3 and Porphyry, a Jew 
by Defcent, firft a Chriftian, and afterwards an A- 
poftate 3 but a moll acute Philofopher. 


A. D. 

z-o. 


QuintiJ- 
lus made 
Emperor. 


III. Immediately after the Death of Claudius, 
the Army unanimously made choice of Aurelia 
for Emperor, who was General of the Horfe, and 
the mod valiant Commander at this Time ; But 
his Confirmation at Rome was for forne Space re¬ 
tarded by reafon of j^uhnilius, Brother to the de- 

ceafed Claudius, who being left Commander of a 

fin 3 SI 
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fmall Army to guard Italy , was likewife proclaim'd 
Emperor and the Senate, upon the Account of 
his Brother’s, and his own great Vertues and Mo¬ 
deration, gladly allowed of the Ele&ion. But 
upon the News of the Advancement of Aurelian , 
and his great Power and Intereft, QuintiUm found¬ 
ing the Minds of his Soldiers, and finding himfelf 
unable to fupport his Caufe again!! fo formidable 
a Rival, he refolved to dye Emperor, rather than 
return to his private Condition ; and thereupon 
he caufed his Veins to be opened, and fo ended his nis Deat 
Life, altera Ihort Reign of only 17 Days, before 
he was rightly fettled in his Empire; for which 
Reafon I have not placed him in the Number of 
the Roman Emperors. After his Death the Senate 
and People of Rome readily confirmed the Election Aurelia 

in :*relian, and -gave him the Title of Augustus , made E ' 

with great Joy and many Applaufes. Aurelian was p<r ° K 
born of mean and obfcure Parents in Decia, ac¬ 
cording to fome, and in Mxfia, according to o- 
thers; being brought up in Wars and Military 
Difcipline from his Youth. He was now about 
,-j. Or as fome fay 58 Years of Age, and had been 
many times Captain and Tribune, and above for¬ 
ty times Lieutenant to other Captains and Tri¬ 
bunes : In which Offices he puniffied the Soldiers 
fo fevereiy for their Infolencies, and wa9 fo ftrift 
in Difcipline, that he was much dreaded be them : 

And he likewife performed many noble Exploits, 

Specially in thofe Wars in his Predecefibr s Reign, 
in which he gained greater Honour than any other 
Commander, and was made by Claudius his Gene¬ 
ral of the Horfe. He was of great Courage, and 
imgular strength, and performed many extraordi¬ 
nary Things in his own Perfon ; and particularly, 
lheoclhis and Vopifcus allure us, in the Wars of 

yu-m.itia, he killed forty Enemies with his own 
’word, and at feveral Times above nine Hundred 

K k Men 
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Men. His uncommon Valour and expeditious Pro¬ 
ceedings, have caufed fome to compare him with 
Julms cWar j but he much wanted his Mildnefs 
. and Clemency, being in his Temper very fevere and 
cruel} fo that he is juftly faid to have been more 
proper for the General of an Army, than the Go- 

vernour of a State. 

Aurellan being eftabliftied in the Empire, with¬ 
out any further delay, marched with his victori¬ 
ous Army againft the- Suevutts ,and Sarmatians, 
Northern Nations, who had invaded the Confines 
of the Empire; over which he obtained a memo¬ 
rable Victory. But while he "was thus fuccefsfully 
employed, the Marccmanr.i, and other fierce Nati¬ 
ons of Germany came furioully down into Italy it 
felf, and made terrible Ravages and Devaftations 
in ieveral Parrs; fo that Rente was in a dreadful 
Cor.fternation, imagining all was loft, moft Per- 
fons being in! a Confulion, boldly and openly tax¬ 
ing the Actions, and Proceedings of Aureliav. 
The SibjIs Books Were confulted upon this Occa- 
fion, the City purged by Sacrifice, and folemn 
Prccefiions made in ail Parts. The Emperor him- 
felf was much concerned at this dangerous Irrup¬ 
tion, and with all poflible Speed returned to the 
Redef of Italy j and coming to a general Battel 
with thefe Barbarians, he was in great Danger of 
being entirely defeated: For having fought a 
vyhole Day from Sun-riling to Setting, the Battel 
\yas fo. bloody, that he loft moft of his Troops. 
But afterwards reinforcing his Army, he gained 
rhree great Victories over them, and finifhed the 
War, deftroying the whole Army of the Marco - 

; from whence he returned to Rome , highly 
irycenied at iuch as prefumed, to tax his Proceedings 
and Management, among whom fome had form’d 
Conlphacies againft him. And being of a cruel 
and. r avengeful Temper, notwilhftanding he was 

receiv’d 
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receiv’d with great Pomp and Solemnity, he us’d 
many levere Punifliments for light Offences and 
Inconfiderable Crimes, and put feveral eminent 
Men to Death j which much clouded his Fame, 
and caus’d him to be extremely dreaded, and no lefs 
hated by many in the City. 

The Emperor ftaid not many Days in Rome be- AureWi 
fore he undertook an Expedition into the Eafi Expedient 

againft the great Zenobia, accounting it a Shame 
and Difgrace to the Roman Empire that a Woman * 
fliould fo freely infult over it. And paffing with a 
powerful Army through Sclavonia into Thrace , he 
had there fome Conflicts againft feveral barbarous 
Nations that fought to incommode his March. But 
keeping direftly forwards, he arriv’d at Riz,an- 
num , where he pafs’d with all his Troops into 
the LefTer Afia, and eafily fupprefs’d the Rebelli¬ 
ons in Bithynia } doing the fame in other Places 
without any great Rdiftance. Tyana , a City in 
Cappadocia , was the firft Place that oppos’d him, 
and flopp’d his Progrefs, which fo inraged this 
warm Emperor, that he vow’d, He would fo pu- 

nijh the Inhabitants , as he would not leave a Dog 

alive. But by an Apparition of the Ghoft of 
the famous Apollonius Tyanaem, which warned 
him not to deftroy his Birth-place, as Vopifus 
relates it, he pardon’d the Citizens and when 
his Soldiers fully expe&ed all the plunder, and 
put him in mind or his vowing not to leave a 
Dog alive, he commanded them to kill all the 
Dogs, and to fpare the Inhabitants - } promlfing 
moreover to ere£t a Temple to Apollonius , and to 
fet up his Image and Statue. From this place he 

march’d to Antioch and Syria, againft Zenobia t 

who with her General Z,abdas attended his com¬ 
ing with a mighty Army of excellent Soldiers and 
Commanders, train’d up with great Experience, 

Kk 5 both 
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both under her Husband Odanatus, and her felf. 
The two powerful Armies approaching each other, 
a dreadful War commenc’d ; for Zenobia , not like 
a weak Woman, but like a fierce Hannibal , pro¬ 
vided and performed whatfoever was necefiary and 
convenient againft the Romans. After feveral Skir- 
miffies and lmaller Encounters, both Parties came 
to a general Battel near the City of Emefa in Syria, 
which was exceeding (harp and bloody, and fo 
well manag’d by Ztnobia , that Aurelian was feve- 
ral times driven to the greateft Extremities: For 
his Cavalry being weary’d out with fighting, and 
grievoufly opprefs’d, began to retreat, and were 
ready to have turn’d their Backs and fled; but 
being detain'd and encourag’d by their Command¬ 
ers, andconftrain’d toftand firm by the Foot-men, 
the Emperor at length obtain’d the Victory, and 

Zenobia efcap’d by Flight to Palmyra. 

Aurelian having obtain’d fo fignal a Victory, 
enter’d EmeJ'a, and from thence march’d to 
the City Palmyra , the Metropolis of Palmyrene 
in Syria, and Zenobia's principal Seat: In which 
March the Soldiers fuftain’d great Miferies and 
Difficulties from the Enemy’s continual Molefta- 
tions; and the City made fuch brave and no¬ 
ble Refiftance, that they were miferably ha- 
rafs’d and diftrefs’d, and the Emperor him- 
felf was often in great Trouble and Danger. 
Whereupon yiurelian, delirous to finilh the War, 
and thinking to induce Zenobia to yield, by 
Letter afjurd Her of her Life , and that he wouU 
allow her all her Treafure f ewe Is , and Money ; 
and that (he fbould live free and honourably in any 
Place or City that the Senate Jhould appoint, and 
that the Inhabitants of Palmyrene (hould retain 
their ancient Privileges. Zenobia inftead of fubmit- 

ting, return’d him this Anfwer. No Man but Ton j 

ever' 
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ever demanded That by Writing , which ought only to 
be obtain'd by Valour. You require my SubmiJJion ; as 
though you were ignorant that Queen Cleopatra chofe 
Death before the bigbefi Dignity under Odlavius. IVe 
cxpeff the Perfians fhortly to our Relief s and the Sa¬ 
racens and Armenians are now ready for our Jffijlance. 

And finct the Banditti of Syria were able alone to 
diforder your Army ; all thefe Succours will certainly 
abate that Prefumption of yours , which makes you ex- 
peS my Obedience , and account me already vanquifit'J. 

This haughty Anfwer added to the Emperor’s 
Fury, who immediately ordered the City to be 
more ftreightly befieg’d, in which he obferved 
fuch Care and Regularity, that he fail’d in no 
Part or Duty of a compleat General. For by his 

Diligence he intercepted the Perfian Auxiliaries, 

and difpers’d them 3 and had the fame Succefs 

againft a confiderable Body of Saracens. And 
for the Troops that were coming from Armenia , 
by a plaufible Management of Threats and Re¬ 
wards, he drew ’em over to his Service, and made 
’em his Friends; fo that Zenobia finding her felt" 
deceived in her Succours, and difpairing of prefent 

Relief, fled from the City upon Dromedaries, 
with fuch Jewels and Trealure, as the Shortnefs 
of her time would permit. And travelling to¬ 
wards Perjia, (he was overtaken by a felcdt Body Zenobia 
of Horfe which Aurelian fent after her, fo that her 
City Palmyra , and all her Riches fell into his 
Hands, as likewife all the Eajlern Provinces (hortly 
after. The Emperor put the Philofopher Longinus 
to Death, who was Zenobia's Matter, and flood 
charg’d with indicting her haughty Letter, but 
referved this mafculine Queen to be an Ornament 
to his intended Triumph, who being brought in¬ 
to his Prefence, he faid, How durfi you , Zenobia, 

prefume to infult over Emperors ? To whom (he 
" K k 3 modeftly 
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modeftly repin’d, I acknowledge you for Emperon 
who knew howto conquer ; hut for Gallicnus, Aute- 
plus, and the reft, I never took them for Pcrfons of 
that Dignity. 

The Emperor Aurelian having fmifhed this War, 
and eftablilhcd the Eaft in good Order, he re¬ 
turn’d to Europe with defign to march againft Ter 
tricus in Gaul, and palling through Germany , he 
there fubdu’d a People, call’d Carpi j for which 
he was called by the Title of Carpicus in Rome. 
Upon which Aurelian Jhewed great DiffatisfafiHQn, 
that he fhould gain (uch- a diminutive Sirname, 
when for the Conquefts he Had made, he was alrea¬ 
dy dignify’d with the Titles of Gothicus, Sarma- 

ticus, Armeniacus, Parthicus , Adiahenicus, Gtrma- 

vicus, and Syriacus ; therefore he fent Word, That 

they might as well have called him Carpifculus, 

which fignifies a fort of a Slipper. Being upon his 
March towards Tetricus, he received Intelligence 
that Zenahia S former Subje&s, the Palmyrenes, had 
revolted, having flain the Roman Governour and 
the Garrifon, and fet up a Relation of the Queen’s, 
call’d Achilleas for their Prince. This greatly en¬ 
rag’d Aurelian , who with a Courage and Expedi¬ 
tion peculiar to himfelf, returned by long Marches 
into Afia, and arriving in Syria , advanced dire£tly 
ro Palmyra , which he foon took, and infliSed the 
fevered Punifhments upon that City, putting to 
death Perfons of all Ages and Qualities, fcarce 
leaving a living Creature in the plage. And haying 
left the City defoiate, and feveral others that had 
join’d in the Revolt, he in a few Days return’d 
into Eurcre, but before he could proceed much 
in his tormer Deligns, he was diverted by the 
News from Egypt, where a Commander, galled 
Firmm, caus’d that Kingdom to revolt, and pro¬ 
claim’d himfelf Emperor according to fome j 
though others tell us, that he only pretended to 

maintain 

* 



Chap. VI. AURELIAN XXXV. 505; 

maintain the? liberties and^Priviieges of Egypt a- 
gainft the Roman Power. Upon hearing of this, 

Aurelian , who for Expedition was a Second Ju¬ 
lius C<cfar, return’d .a third. Time into Afia, and 
from thence march’d into Egypt, where with great 
Labour and Difficulty he recover’d that important 
Kingdom, and left it in perfedt Peace and Secu¬ 
rity. About the fame Time, a Commander in 
Dalmatia , call’d Septimius , proclaimed himfelf Em¬ 
peror ; but in a ffiort Time after, his own Soldi¬ 
ers, according to the prevailing Cuftom of this 
Age, confpir’d againft him, and llevv him. So 
that now there remain’d nothing for this Emperor 
to perform, but tofupprefs 'Tetricus , who held the 
greateft Part of the Weft, upon whofe Account 
Aurelian palled with the utmOft Celerity from 
Egypt into Gaul This War was very doubtful in 
all Men’s Opinion, but was ended contrary to 
their Expectations: For Tetricus having no good 

Title to the Empire, his Soldiers took the Liberty 
to become fo dilfolute and preftimptuous, as they 
prov’d both dangerous and infupportable j there¬ 
fore he wifely chofe to live a Subjedt to the Em¬ 
peror Aurelian , rather than to be Emperor to 1 ’uch 

Subjedts. And thereupon be wrote fccretly to 
Aurelian , yielding himielf to his Power; and fo Tetricus 
happily order’d Affairs, that the Weftern Provinces pAds. 
were in a Ihort Time entirely reduc’d to the Empe¬ 
ror’s Subjedtion. 

fturelian having now fuccefsfully effablfh’d the 
Provinces, and reduc’d them in a great meafure 
to their ancient Power and Reputation, by fubdu- 

ing of Tyrants and Ufurpers, and by repelling 
ot foreign and barbarous Nations, with great Cou¬ 
rage and admirable Expedition j he rei'olved to 
come to Rome to triumph for all his Vidtories ■ 
which was perform’d with all the imaginable 
Pomp and Solemnity. It would be too tedious 

K k 4. to 
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to enumerate all thej^rticulars ■ it is fufficient to 
obferve, That this was one of the moft magnifi- 
cent Triumphs that ever was folemniz’d in Rome^ 
in which were led and infinite Number of Prifo- 
ners and Caprives almoft of ail Nations, parti¬ 
cularly tA:tbiopians , Arabians , Indians , Bacirtans, 
Georgians , Saracens , Verjians , with their feveral Of¬ 
ferings, befides Goths , Alans , Roxolans , Sarmatians , 
Franks , Suevians , Vandals and Germans. Befides 

there were a vaft variety of wild Beads, as Tygers, 
Lions, Bears, Ounces, Elephants, Dromedaries, 
and the like 3 a furprizing Quantity of Arms 
taken from the vanquiflied, and mod rich and 
l'tarely Chariots; one of which had belonged to 
Odamatus , Zencbia's Husband; another of them 
was made for her felf, and another the King of 
Terjia had prefented ' to the Empeior. Jurelian 
enter’d in a particular Chariot that belonged to 
the King of the Goths , drawn by four Stags, and 
was artended by the great Ztnobta , and Tctricus 
and his Son. The former was rnoft magnificent¬ 
ly adorned with the richeft Tilluts and Robes, 

✓ 

befet with the moft valuable Jewels, in the Man¬ 
ner of a Prifoner bound with Chains of Gold; 
and her uncommon Beauty, her noble Stature, 
and her Aiajeftick Sw'eetnefs, feemed to eclipfe the 
Luftre ar.d Grandeur ot the Emperor himfelf. 
jutrelicn was followed by all his victorious Le¬ 
gions, Horfe and Foot, in the moft rich and 
Ipiendid Artire, with Boughs of Laurel or Palm 

in their Hands; in which pompous Manner he 

entered the Capitol to (aCrifice according to Cu- 
ftom, and from thence to the Imperial Palace; the 
next Day being folemniz’d with all kinds of 
Sports,' Games, and Feafts, with the Additions of 
many extraordinary and unufual Spectacles'. He 
likewife, according to Cuftom, gatfe many Pre¬ 
fects to the People ; and contrary to his former 

. Cruelties, 


* 
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Cruelties, beftow’d his Rewards upon his Ene¬ 
mies, making Tetricus Governour of Lucania , Cala¬ 
bria, Apulia, and Campania, and other Provinces 

in Italy , and conferred great Honours both upon 
Him and bis Son. And he gave confiderable 
Lands and Pofleflions to Zenobia , fufficient to 
maintain her honourably according to her Qua¬ 
lity, in which flie liv’d long after, being highly 

I eem’d and applauded by all Men, ftill preferving 
r ancient Reputation, and the Dignity of her 
rfon. 

Aurelian continu’d in Rome for fome Space in 
ace and great Profperity, daily Ihewing fome 
infiderable Marks of his Juftice and Severity, 
id likewife his Grandeur and Oftentarion. He 
irged away all profefled Lewdnefs, and wicked 
dts, and clear’d the Empire of Factions j and 
as a fevere Enemy to Delators and falfe Accufers 
the Innocent, as alfo to corrupted Magiftrates. 
is Juflice purfu’d the falfe Coiners, who to de- 
nd themfelves, joyn’d in a Body, and raifed a 
rt of a War, under the Command of Felicijfimus, 
that it coft the Empire the Lives of 1000 Sob¬ 
ers to reduce them. He fortify’d and repaired 
ie Walls of Rome , and alfo enlarged them, fo 
lat Vopifcus alfures us they were almoft fifty 
tiles in compafs. This was not lawful for any 
mperor,but only fuch as had enlarged the Bounds 
f the Empire j for which Reafon they were en- 
rged by Augujlus, Nero , and Trajan : And Viftor 
I Is us, That Aurelian was the firft Emperor that 
Ore a Diadem on his Head, and that us’d Robes 
r Gold and precious Stones. Finding the Pro- 
nces of lUyricum and Mafia laid wafte by the ffe- 
uent Incurfions of the Barbarians , he withdrew 
ie Roman Forces our of Dacia, which Trajan 
ad added to the Empire, and planted them in 
yjh , to which Province he gave the Name of 

- • ■ ' Aurelian 
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Aurelia* , Dacia. He was very ftrift in Matters of 
Juftice, and no lefs fevere in punifhing the Crimes 
of the. Soldiers: upon which Account he wrote 

thus to pne of his Lieutenants. If you will be a 

Commander , nay y if you expect to live , keep your 
Soldiers to their Duty, I will not have a Peafant 
wrong d in a Chicken , not one Grape taken without his 
Termiffstn , nor a Grain of Salt , or a Drop of Ojl un- 
juflly exacted. I would have the Soldiers enriched by 
the Spoils of my Enemies , net the Tears of my SubjeBs ; 
and would have them chafe in their Quarters, and 
free from Quarrels. He caus’d a Soldier, who had 

committed Adultery with his Hoftefs, to have his 

Feet ry*d to the Tops of two Trees forceably bent 

downwards r which being fuddenly let loofe, the 
Criminal was torn in pieces, and hung upon both 
Trees in Halves. He frequently caufed Criminals 

to be kill’d or fcourg’d in his fight, either to keep 
up Difcipline, and to make the Punilhment more 
Exemplary, or to feed his Eyes with Afts of Cru¬ 
elty. He fliew’d many laudable Pieces of Seve¬ 
rity in Matters of Equity and Juftice, but did not 
reft there, .for he often practis’d Cruelties contrary 
to Equity and Juftice: And thefe, in the midft of 
the ninth his Profperity, extended to the Innocent Chrijlians ,, 
€"* 7 ? . againft whom he drew up feveral Letters and 
A. D. hdi&s, defigning a fevere Perfecution. But while 
a __ he was peruting and ready to fign them, a Thun- 
’ der-bolt from Heaven, or Lightning, fell fo near 
his Perfon, that all People judg’d him to be de- 
ftroy’d. This is moll commonly reckon’d the ninth 

general Perfecution of the Church, which hapned 
about eighteen Years after the beginning of the 
eighth under Valerian - } but it proved fo fmall and 
inconfiderable, that many of them reckon’d that 
under Adrian in the Number of the Ten Perfecu- 
tions, and for that Reafon omitted this. But Hea¬ 
ven ciufh’d this Perfecution in the Embrio, and 

punilh’d 
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punil'h’d the Perfecuror fliortly after* while he was 
beginning a new Expedition againft the Verfiam. 

For having put many Perfons to Death upon llight 
Occafions, his principal Secretary, Mneftbem , be-! 

! in to doubt his own Security, having been threat-' 
d with Death for fome Offence committed, and 
rowing him to be moft pundtual in his Punifh- 
ents, he confpired againft him, and forged a 
all of the Names of feveral Perfons, as though 
e Emperor had marked them out for Death, ad- 
ng his own, and fome others then out of Fa- 
>ur, to make it the more plaufible. Upon fight 
which the deluded Perfons, for their own Secu¬ 
rity immediately agreed with him to deftroy the 

imperor, and refolving upon the Manner of it, as 

le paffed with a fmall Guard from Heraclea in 
fbracc towards Biz^antiuw^ they fet upon him, and 
lew him with fmall Refinance. Thus fell Valerius 
Amlian , the Thirty fifth Emperor of Rowe , in the The D,sth 
loth and 6 3,d; Year of his Age, after a brave and °f Aurcli- 
ftive Reign of five Years, wanting twenty Days; ani 
1 Prince of extraordinary Abilities in War and 
iftion, who did wonderful Service to the State, 
tut brought down his own Ruin by his great Seve- 
ity and Cruelty j fo that he is laid to have been 
n excellent Phyfician to the Publick, but he took 
way too much Blood. He dy’d in the 1028th 
ear of the City, 298 Years after the Settlement of 
he Empire by Angu/lus, 275 after our Saviour’s 
Nativity, 177 alter the laft of the Twelve C*fars , 
nd 82 after the publick Sale of the Empire by the 

oldiers. 

IV. The vigorous Reign of Aurelian had fo j jy 
amed the Infolence of the Armies, and the Pride ' ‘ 

if the People, that after his Death, there was fuch *** 
Calm in the State, that no Ufurpers and Pre¬ 
fers prefumed to appear. Aurelian s Army was 

■ fo 
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io far from creating a new Emperor, that confide- 

ring the Dangers and Inconveniences of rafh Ele¬ 
ctions, they lent Meffengers to the Senate, to defire 
the Fathers to chufe and nominate art Emperor , and that 

they ■would confirm their Determination , and readily obey 

the Person. On the other fide the Senate modeftly 
declin’d it, well knowing the difproportionate 

Power of the Armies; and fent Orders for the 

/ • ' 

Soldiers, to nominate and make choice of a Perfon , and 
they were ready to approve of their AB ; which was 
alio refus’d. In paifing and exchanging of Com* 
plements, there was an Interregnum of about eight 
Months, which was never known fince the Efta- 
blifhment of the State ; ip which Space of Time 
the World was without an Emperor, and the Em¬ 
pire was governed by the Senate, and fuch Offi¬ 
cer as Aurdian had left ; a change almoft incre¬ 
dible, after fo many Diftraftions and ambitious 
Atremprs in the State. At length overcome by 
Entrearies, and Embaflies from the Armies, the 
Senate made Choice of a worthy Perfon named 
Tacit H- ; who before underltanding their Ddigns, re¬ 
tired privately to his Mannor in Campania, for two 
Months, avoiding that Dignity which might natu¬ 
rally prove his Ruin. Here he was much folicited 
by the Senate to accept of the Empire, which he 
as vehemently refufed, affirming, That bis Age had 

made him unoapable of anfwering their ExpeBation. In 

anfwer ro which they inftanced fome particular Ex¬ 
amples of fcveral of the Emperors who fucceeded 
glo.ioufly, tho’ they began their Reigns decli¬ 
ning in Years, particularly Trajan , Adrian , and the 
Antoninus s; and by their Importunities, and the 
Necc'.hries uf the State, they prevailed with him 
to take the Government upon him; which proved 
to the mighty Joy and Satisfaction of the Senate 

and People, and the Praetorian Cohorts, Tacitus 
now being in the 75th Year of his Age, and was a 

Confular 
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Confular Pcrfon, but of unknown Lineage and 
Country. 

Having performed the ufual Solemnities, and 
made bountiful Donatives, he proceeded to the 
Bulinefs of the Government with much Care and 
Reputation, adminiftring Juftice with great Exatt- 
nefs and Regularity. Several Criminals of the 
late Reign were now puniflied, particularly Mene- 
lIbeus , whofe Treafon being dilcovered, was Im¬ 
paled alive, and his Body thrown to be devoured 
by wild Beads. He turned his Eftate, which was 
worth leven Millions of Crowns, over into the 
Exchequer j and the ready Money he had by him, 
he apply’d to the Pay of the Soldiers. This Em¬ 
peror obferved fuch Regularities in his Admini- 
ftration, that the whole Empire remained in Peace 
and Tranquility, Juftice being in all PLces pre- 
ferv’d without Difturbance; to which End he 
made Excellent Laws and Ordinances, and abo- 
lifhed feveral Abufes and ill Cuftoms in Rome. He 
put down the Publick infamous Houfes in the City, 
and ordered that all the Baths Ihould be fhut 
up before Candle-Light, to prevent Difturbances 
and Abufes in the Night. He follow’d the Ad¬ 
vice and Council of the Senate in all material 
Mattersj and when the Senate denied him the 
Confuilhip, which he endeavour’d for his Brother 
Flavian, he with great Calmnefs, made anfwer. 

The Senate knows bejt whom to chufe. He was fuch 

an Example of Moderation to others, that he would 
not permit his Emprcfs to wear Jewels or pre¬ 
cious Stones; and was fo temperate, that he 
never drank above one Pint of Wine in a Day, 
and oftentimes lefs than half that Quantity. His 
Table was courfe, and furnifhed with no Rari¬ 
ties- he wore the fame Clothes which he did 
when he was a private Man, and forbad the Ufe 
of Embroidery in Gold. He much honour'd 



5io 


Tbe (Roman Hijlory. 


Book II. 


the Memory of good Emperors, and likewife of 
■Tacitus the Hiftorian, whom he call’d his Father, 
Commanding his Works to be placed in every pub- 
lick Library throughout the Empire, and many 
Copies to be tranferibed at the publick Charge. 
In the Beginning of his Reign the Barbarians on 
the Side of the Lake Maoris , in grear Numbers 
made an Irruption • but this Emperor partly by 
Force, and other Means, foon obliged them to 
retire. 

Tacitus having reign’d about four or five Months, 
he undertook an Expedition againft the Perfms 
and Scythians in Jfia ; and marching towards the 
Ea[} , arid arriving at Tarfus in Cilicia , partly 
through the Fatigues of his March, and the Grief 
occafion’d from Fa&ions, and partly from the In¬ 
firmities of Age, he was thrown into a Fever, 
which fliortly after finifhed his Life. This was 
•f Ttci- b c ^ e °f Tacitus, according to the moll pro¬ 

to,. * bable Accounts, being the Thirry-fixth Emperor 

of Bomc, after he had reign’d about fix Months to 
the general Satisfa£tion of all Men ; a Prince wor¬ 
thily commended by all the Roman Writers, bur his 
Actions not very particularly recorded by any. 
He died in the 1019th Year of the City, 1.76 
Years after the Birth of our Saviour , and 83 
after the publick Sale of the Empire by the Sol¬ 
diers. 

V. Immediately after the Death of Tacitus , the 

Captains and Commanders drew their Soldiers in¬ 
to the Field ^ and without any former Requeft, 

Practice, or Agreement, began to fhew, how necejfa- 
rj it was to make Choice of an Emperor who was emi¬ 
nent for his Valour, Hone fly, Piety, Clemency and 

Prcbity which Speech was us’d in many Parrs of 
the Army, and Prcbity always brought up the 
Rear of the Virtues. Whereupon the Soldiers 

took 
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took the Hint, and without any private Conferences 
unanimoully bryed out, Let Probus be Emperor Au¬ 
gustus! and immediately he was proclaimed Emperor 
with great Acclamations, and Solemnity. About 
the lame time Florian, Brother to the late Emperor, Fforiarx 
rook upon him the Empire, which he did through 
the Favour of fome other Legions, and certain Men t p h i ‘ t Em “ 
of the higheft Rank amongft them. 

But Florian continued not long in this exalted 
State, before he perceived the Intereft of Fro bus too 
powerful for him ; and underftanding that the 
Soldiers were ready to abandon him, about two 
Months after he had aflumed the Title of Empe¬ 
ror, he followed the Example of Jguintillns, and di¬ 
ed by opening his Veins. Probus before this had /ind kills 
writ to the Senate, excufmg himfelf for accepting 
tbe Empire 'without their Knowledge and Confent, bla¬ 
ming the irregular Actions of Florian, which conftrained 

toe Army to chufe him. Upon the Receipt of which, 
his Ele&ion was immediately approved and ap¬ 
plauded by the Senate, who gave him the Title of 
Augttfttis , and Pater Patriot, made him Pontifex p eror . 
Maximus, and inverted him with 7 ribunitial Power. 

Trobus was about 44 Years of Age, according to the 
Alexandrian Chroniccn, when he enter’d upon the 
Empire, and was born of noble Parentage in a 
City called Sirmium in Panvonia , being brought up 
to Wars in his Youth. He foon became famous 
lor his great Valour and Conduct, and perfom’d 
many excellent Pieces of Service under Valerian , 

( iaUitnus , Claudius , and Aurelian. In attacking of 

Towns he was frequently the firft Man upon the 
Scaling- Ladders, the firft that entered the Enemies 
Camp 3 and no lefs remarkable for iingle Combats, 

?r.d the faring of the Lives of many Eminent Ro- 
roans 3 for which, and other Exploits, he was re¬ 
garded with many Civick Crowns, Collars, Brace¬ 
lets, Lances and Banners, with other Ornaments, 

and 
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and Martial Privileges. He was fo much efteemet 

by Axrelian, that he defigned to have made hiir 

his Succeflor ■, and his Carriage and Conduct ir 

feveral Polls and Offices, made him generally ad 
mired, and efteemed by all Men j lo that his ar¬ 
rival at the Empire proved the universal Joy and 
Sarista&ion of the whole State, and Manlius Su- 
tianus congratulated the Senate in having an Em- 

peror furpafling Trajan , Adrian , and the bell of his 
predecellors. 

Hit Ettft- Probus being confirmed in the Empire by the Se- 

dstitn. n ate, he wrote to that Body, permitting them 

to judge of Appeals, to create the Proconfuls, to 
make Lieutenants with Confular Power over Le- 
gatorian Provinces, and Prefidents with the Pow¬ 
er of Prietors, and many other Matters of the like 
Nature ; and having eftablilhed all Things in the 
bell Order in the Eafi , he returned into Europe and 
Italy ; where he firft made it his principal Con¬ 
cern to levy a powerful Army to march into Gaol, 
which was now over-run by the Germans , who 
pollefs’d themfelves of all the principal Places of 
that Country. Arriving in Gaul , a fevcre and 
bloody War began, the Soldiers on either iide be¬ 
ing very expert and valiant. Many fnarp Battels 
were fought, one of which continued for two Days, 
being only parted by the Darknefs of the Night; 
and was continued with that Obftinacy on both 
lides, that the Victory fometimes inclined to the 
Romms , and as often to the Germans • till Prebus , 
by his uncommon Diligence and Induftry at laft 
prevailed, and gave them a total overthrow’. In 
this and other Bartels, he killed no lefs than 400000 
of the Enemy, brought nine King’s to Subjection 
and Submillion, recover’d 60 of their principal 
Cities, and all the Ldirds they had poliels’d, and 
made many Inroads and Desaltations in their own 
Country For which Victories arc] Advantages, 
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the Citizens of Rome made great Feaftings and Re- 
ioycings, and made many folemn Sacrifices and 
Thankfgivings to their Gods. Probus, after thefe 
great Services and Succeifes, without any long 
tarrying, marched with his vi&orious Army into 
Ulyricum and Dalmatia, which in a manner were 
over-run by the Sarmatians : And this War was 
lefs dangerous and difficult than the laft, by rcafon 
of the Multitudes and Fiercenefs of thofe Nati¬ 
ons. With thefe he fought feveral Battels, in all 
which he ffiewed himfelf a wife, hardy, and vali¬ 
ant Commander; and at length entirely fubdued 
them, cleared the Roman Provinces, and flew and 
took mod: of them. From thence, with great Ex¬ 
pedition he march’d with his Army into Thrace , 
and farther North, with a Resolution to make War 

I with the Goths in their own Country; and revenge 
the Wrongs and Infults with the Romans had Vo 
often fuftain’d from that Nation. But the near 
Approach of this warlike Emperor, caus’d lb great 
a Terror among them, that they immediately 
yielded Obedience, and were allowed the Privilege 
of Confederates and Allies of the Roman Empire. 
Whereupon leaving Europe in Peace, he pafs’d over 
into Afia, with a Defign to make War with Narfe- 
ns, King of Perfia and Parthia 3 and marching 

through the lelfer Afia, he invaded the Province of 
Ifauria, which, by Reafon of its natural Strength, 
was polfefs’d by Ufurpers and Robbers, where he 
met with many dangerous Confti&s, till at laft he 
lubdued the Province, and divided the greateft Parc 
of it among his old and belt Soldiers. After which, 
he marched into Syria, and the Eafi , where he ful> 
du’d a certain People called Blemii , who coming 
ouc of ^/Ethiopia, had polfefs’d themfelves of Parc 
of Arabia and Juclata. Upon the Emperor’s ap¬ 
proaching the Confines of Perfi.t, Narfeus, though 
one of the molt powerful Kings in the World, im- 

L1 mediately 
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mediately fubmitted, to reftore wh it he h id taken 
from the Empire, and to fuch ottv Articles as 
Trpbm required. So having no Ene. in the Eafi, 
this victorious Emperor returned into Zurope ; and 
coming into Thrace, which had been much depo¬ 
pulated, by means of the Ravages of the Goths, 
Sarmatians, and other barbarous Nations, he divi¬ 
ded the Lands by Lot among thefe People, who 
were now T become his Friends, according to their 
humble Requefts. Thefe were of many Tribes 

and Nations, as Vandals, Goths , Gautuns , and o- 
ther People, whofe Numbers fo encreafed, that af¬ 
terwards this Emperor’s Concefiions to them 
proved very prejudicial and dangerous to the Em¬ 
pire. 

At this time there was a general Peace through¬ 
out the whole Empire, and no foreign King or 
Nation durft attempt an Invahon ; but in a Ihort 
time after fome Domeftick Difturbances were 
rais’d in the Provinces. The firft was occafioned 
by Sataminus, a valiant and wife commander, 
who being lent to Alexandria in lAlgypt, without 
his Knowledge or Imagination, the ^Egyptians, 
who were ever unquiet and rebellious, unanimoufly 
proclaimed him Emperor. But Saturninus utter¬ 
ly declined this Honour, and told them. That tho 

/ "9 

he had rc-efiaidijbed Gaul, recovered Africa, and ap¬ 
pealed Spain, yet that one A cl would obliterate all 

his Fame and Renown. However, fo great was their 
Obftinacy, that he durft not openly refufe them; 
but imagining, that his Abfence might appeafe 
the Tumult, he departed into Judaa. But his 
own Army joyning with the zAcgyptian Forces, he 
found himfclf conftrained to take upon him the 
Title of Emperor ; and tho’ he did it with many 
Proteftadons of his innocent intentions, yet foon 
after, he proceeded with great Courage and Refo- 
lution, providing all Things necelfary for the Pre- 

fervation 
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fervation of that Charadler he had aflum’d, rather 
chufing to be a Conqueror, than ceafe to be an 
Ufurper. Probus the Emperor, perceiving his Sue- 
celfes , made great Preparations to fupprefs his 
power, being not a little apprehenfive of his Con¬ 
duit, and his Soldiers Valour, and pafs’d over into 
Jfta, with a very confiderable Force. A fevere 
and doubtful War was begun, and fome Battels 
fought; yet Probus fought to come to fome Com- 
pofition with Saturninus , promifing him Pardon 

and civil Ufage, which he feemed willing to ac¬ 
cept ; but his Soldiers apprehending their own 
Safety, would not permit him. But at length 
turninus being defeated, he was befieged in a Caftle, 
and was there llain by the Soldiers againft the 
Emperor’s Will, who would rather have pardon’d 
him. During this Afition, two Commanders in 
Gaul and Germany, call’d Bonofus and Proculus, by Bonofut 
the Abidance of their Legions and other Forces, re- »«d Pro- 
bell’d againft Probus , and proclaim’d themfelves V lla * h * m 
Emperors. Bonofus was as infatiable a ValTel to 
Bacchus , as Proculus was to Venus : The former was 
able to drink as much Wine as ten Men could do, 
without being diforder’d; and the latter bragg’d in 
a Letter, Thut having taken Prlfonors i oo Sarmatian 
Virgins , he depriv'd ten of that Name in one Night, 
end aU, the reft within a Fortnight. But none of thefe 

remarkable Qualities could lecure them againft the 
Power of the Emperor Probus , who with great Ce¬ 
lerity came down upon them, and after fome con¬ 
fiderable Conflidls, reduc’d them to fuch Extremi¬ 
ties, that Bonofus in Defpair hung himfelf; and Md art 
Proculus flying into the County, was delivered dip f H P? re J f 'd* 
by the Germans, which compleated his Victories. 

Probus viewing Bonofus bang’d up, as he faid be¬ 
fore, That he was born not to live but to drink, he 
now faid, There hangs a Bottle not a Man. After 
thefe Succelfes, Probus return’d to Rome with great 

Ll i Ap- 
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Applaufes and Congratulations ; and now the 
Soldiers and Legions remain’d fo quiet, and in 
fuch exaft Obedience, that it grew to a common 

Sa>*ing, Thai the Mice dare not knaw for fear of Pro- 
bus. 

Trcbus having happily fupprefs’d all Ufurpers 
and Pretenders, and again given Peace to the Ro¬ 
man Empire, it was generally hop’d , that he 

•might now have repos’d himfelf in the City, fince 

his Years and Travels requir’d no lefs ; all which 
was fruftrated by means of thofe barbarous Nati¬ 
ons, which by rhis Emperor’s Allowance were 
fettled in Thrace For feveral of thele Goths and 
Vandals , finding the Emperor often embarrafs’d in 
Wars and Infurredtions, and trailing to their own 
Strength and Multitudes, refolved to make no 
longer Abode there, but to invade all the Pro¬ 
vinces of the Empire, ravaging and plundering all 
Parts after a mod barbarous manner ; and their 
Numbers were fo great, that no City or Country 
was able to make any confiderable Refinance. 
Which when the good Emperor had well confi- 
der’d, concluding that whatfoever he had done 
formerly for the Advantage and Liberty of the 
Empire, was of no EfFett, if he buffered this Pell 
to fpread it felf, he refolved again to hazard his 
Perton, and to march into thofe Parts which 
thefe People had invaded. And becaufe they 
could not march all in one Body, by reafon of 
their Multitudes, he engag’d them in feveral 
Places, in vyhich Battels great Numbers were Haiti 
on either fide, and the Emperor himfelf fome- 
times w'ounded, and in Danger of Death. But 
at length conquering all Difficulties, he difpers’d 
all their numerous Herds, and compell’d thofe 
who etcap’d Death and Captivity, to fly be¬ 
yond the Confines of the Roman Dominions. 

After this Frobus return’d to Rome., and enter’d the 
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City in a moft folemn Triumph, which fome by 
Miftake fay was the laft that in that Kind was 
known in Rome, and all Perfons Mouths were fill’d 
with the Praifes of this Emperor, having in few 
Years time fupprefs’d the Germans , the Blemies , the 
Goths and Vandals , befides feveral Tyrants and Ufur- 
pers. His Triumph was moft noble and magni¬ 
ficent, being accompany’d with Soldiers of all 
Nations, as well as Captives, and many famous 
Commanders, particularly Dioclefian , Carus, Con - 
fiantius and Maximum, who were formed by the 
Difcipline of Probus , and became afterwards Em¬ 
perors. The Triumph being finifh’d, the next Day 
according to ancient Cuftom began the Feafts, 

Games and Spe&acles, in which were greater Vari¬ 
ety of Huntings and Encounterings of wild Beafts, 
than was ever known before. For which purpofe 

the Emperor caus’d in the Circus Maximus , a Moun¬ 
tain, and a large Grove of Trees to be let there, 
after the Manner of a Foreft, as though they grew 
naturally. The Place was fo large and capacious, 
that a thoufand Oftritches were hunted in it, a thou- 
fand Stags, a thoufand Mountain Goats, a thou¬ 
fand wild Boars, a thoufand fallow Deer, and 
other kinds of Beafts 3 and the People were per¬ 
mitted to kill, and take at their Pleafure. The 
following Day in the fame Place, were let loofe 
roo vaft Lyons, which filled the Air with their 
Roarings, 100 Lybian, and 100 Syrian Leopards, 

100 LionelTes, and 300 Bears. All which w r ere 
fucceeded by great Numbers of Gladiators , and o- 
ther warlike Exercifes. 

The Emperor Probus , having a third Time efta- 
blifhed Peace in the Empire, he proceeded to the 
making of feveral new Laws and Regulations 
for the good Government of the Empire, and all 
Men liv’d in fuch Peace and Security, that Prebus 

declar’d, That be would fveedily take fuch a Courfe, as 

L 1 3 there 
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there jhculd he no need of Soldiers j which was a 

dangerous Sentence in fo corrupt an Age, when the 
Armies had been fo accuftomed to Plunder and 
Licencioufnds. Ar.d this caus’d them to fufpefl: 
and f e ---r rhfv/rince, andtowilh for his Removal. 
But what ftiil added to their Hatred was, that in 
thefe reaceablv Times the Emperor would not 
permit them to be idle and free from Labours, but 
employ’d them in many pubiick Works and Build¬ 
ings, declaring, That Scldiers ought not to eat the 
Bread of ihiir Country for nothing. And as K..::ni~ 

hJ fill’d moft parti of Jfrict with Olive-Yards 
planted by his Soldiers, that their Idlenefs might 
not endanger the State j fo Trtbus , who for Valour 
was a fecond H r.n.b.il. for the fame Reafon caus’d 
his Soldiers to plant Vineyards throughout Gall , 
the Pannonia’s and the My fan Hills. Having taken 
all necelfary Care concerning a peaceable Govern¬ 
ment, according to the Greatnels of his Mind, he 
refolved to march again into the Eafi, with a De- 
fign utterly to deftroy the Kingdom of the Perfians 
and Parthian s j for now there remain’d no other 
Enemy which he thought able to difturb that 
Peace which he had eftablilhed in the Empire. 
Coming to Sirmium in Pannonia , the Place of bis 
Nativity, and being defirous to improve that Part 
of the Country, he fet feveral thoufands of his 
Soldiers upon draining a Fen, and making a vaft 
Fofs to receive the Waters, that the Lands might 
become uftful and profitable to the Inhabitants of 
Sirmium. The Fatigue of this Work, and his 
great Rcflidnt or rhe Soldiers licentious Temper 
ib imag’d them., that they confpir’d his Death j 
and taK.i,,g a convenient Opportunity, as he 
march’d towards Greece, they let violently upon 

Tie him, and deft roved him. Such was the unfortu* 

e/Pxobus nate Df a.n of Probus, the Thirty feventh Empe* 

ror of Rome , in the coth Year of his Age, after a 

gloriouf 
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glorious Reign of about Six Years and Four 
Months ; a ffiort Time for fo many noble ACts 
and Enterprizes. He was a Prince of extraor¬ 
dinary Worth and Valour; equal to Aurelian in 
Military Renown, and exceeding him in courte¬ 
ous Behaviour, and had done infinite Service to 
the Publick, yet was ruined by his own perhaps 
indifcreer, tho’ untimed and juft Carriage towards 
his Soldiers. Yet his Army in general had to 
great an Efteem for him, that they erected him 
a noble Monument with this Epitaph ; ‘ Here lies 
‘ the Emperor Probus, for his Goodnefs juflly called 
‘PROBUS; of all the barbarous Nations and Ufur- 
‘ pers a Conqueror. He dyed in the 1035th Year of 
the City, 305 Years after the Settlement of the 
Empire by Augufius , 11 z after our Saviour’s Nati¬ 
vity, 184 after the laft of the Twelve Cafars , 
and 89 after the publick Sale of the Empire by the 
Soldiers. 

IV. The Death of Probus was much lamented 
in the City and Empire, and not a little in that 
Army where he fell, which did him many and 
great Honours at his Funeral. After which, the 
Soldiers began to confult about the Election of a 
new Emperor, all defiring to make choice of fuch 
a Perfon, as neither the Senate nor the other Ar¬ 
mies might have juft Caufe to object againft him. 

After fome Confiaeration the Majority judged ea¬ 
rn, whom Probus had made Pratorian Prefect, to 
be the mod fufficient Perfon, as well for his wor¬ 
thy Difcharge of many Offices and Places of 
Truft, as his Great Experience in Government; 
and thereupon they chofe him Emperor, and 
fwore Obedience to him, to the general Satisfa¬ 
ction of the Army. The Senate were well pleafed 
with the Election of Carus , but out of fear of his 

vicious Son Cttrinus , they were unwilling to con- 

LI4 firm 
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firm the Election; but apprehending the Power of 
the Army, and being defirous of preferving that 
Peace which Probus had eftablifhed, they at length 
confented. I find no certainty as to the Age or 
Family of Cams: Some fay he was by Birth a 
Dalmatian, and by Defcenr an African 5 others fay 
he was born in Rome , and his Father a Dalmatian : 
However he is generally accounted a Roman tho’ 
ftill fome others make him a Gaul , and born at 
yiarbone. Immediately after his Election and Con¬ 
firmation, he joyn’a his two Sons Carinus and N«- 
meriun with him, making them Partners in the Em¬ 
pire, and giving them equal Power and Autho¬ 
rity with l imfeif. Carinus, the Eldeft, was wick¬ 
ed, dilhone.., infolenr, and addicted to all Kinds 
of Vicioufnefs ; on the contrary Numerian was va¬ 
liant, wife, model! and learned, and adorned with 
many Veitues. 


Gobeing eftablifhed in the Empire, he firft 
made a diiiger.t Search after thofe who had mur¬ 
dered whom he ieverely punifh’d according 

to their DvieiiS • w hich, together with the Love 
that / 76 ,;/is had fhew’d to him in his Life, remov’d 
that Suspicion which fomeconceived of his being 

contenting to his Death. Having done this piece 

ofjultice, and written his ordinary Letters to the 

Senate, he march’d with his Army againft the Sarr 
matians , who underltanding the Death of the in¬ 
vincible PrUus, came dowm with great Fury into 

•n • . . 1 _ m r 1 • i mi • _ _ 


T > xnnGtiLi' i and with Lch Elation and Threatnings, 
that they terrify’d all hulj and the Empire. Carus 
after fome Skirmishes and fmaller Enterpxizes, 
came to a Battel with them, in which he had the 
Victory, ilew 


idoco 


rook 20000 Prifoners, and 
put the reft to Flight. After this Vidtory, he re¬ 
ceiv’d Advice, thrit in the Eaft the Per fans had 
made fome Attempts upon the Empire; where¬ 
fore to ciredt what probm had defign’d, he imme¬ 
diately 
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diately march’d that Way, leaving his eldeft Son 

Carinas the Government of Gaul and Spain , and 
took Hunterian with him 3 then proceeded with 
fuch Power and Vigour, that he immediately took 
all Mefopotamia , without any great Refiftance. 

About which Time Ambaffadors were fent from 
the King of Perjia , who finding the old Emperor 
lying upon the Graft eating of black Broth^ and 
Models of Swines-Flefh, he bad the Ambaffadors 
tell their young Matter, If he perfifted in bis Obfti - 
nacj , that within a Month all his Woods and Fields 
jliould be as bare as his own bald Head, which he 
fliew’d them 3 offering them to eat out of the Pot, 
if they pleas’d, otherwife to depart forthwith. Af¬ 
ter this h« march’d with his Army up to the very 

Walls of Ctefphon, from whence the Per fans fally’d 

out with a powerful Army, which occafion’d a 
bloody Battel, wherein Caras became Conqueror 3 
and purfuing his Vi&ory, he fhortly after took the 
famous Cities of Ctefphon and Seleucia, for which 
he obtain’d the Sirname of Per ficus. This Empe¬ 
ror was fo remarkable for his Vigour and Experi¬ 
ence in War, that it was believed, if Death had 
not lurpriz’d him, he would have totally ruin’d the 
Power of the Perjia ns 3 for at that time they were 
engag’d in civil Wars. But patting with his Army 
to the Banks of the River Tigris , through Heat and 
Travel, he fell extreamly fick 3 and being laid up 
in his Tent, there happen’d a terrible Storm of 
Thunder and Lightning, which fell upon the Em-^ Du( ^ 
peror’sTent, and flew both him and many others 0 y-Q, ruj; 
with him, after a bufie and painful Reign of 
fonrewhat above a Year. This Emperor was a 
fortunate Warrior, but Vopifcus fays he was a 
Prince of a middle Character 3 yet rather to be 
rank’d among the good than the bad Emperors. 

His Death was by many aferib’d to the Divine 

Vengeance, for endeavouring to carry his Victories 

beyond 
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beyond Ctefyhon 3 becaufe there was an ancient 0 - 
racle which forbad the Romans to extend the Em- 
pire beyond the Capitol City of the ferfians. 

After the Death of Cains, his youngeft Son Nu- 
merian was by the Army efteemed their Lord and 
Emperor, both for his Father’s and own Deferts, 
This young Prince greatly lamenting the Death of 
his Father, broke up his Camp, and began to re- 
tire • and becaufe his Sorrow and Tears had 
brought fuch Diftempers upon his Eyes, that he 
could not endure to behold the Light, he caufed 
himfelf to be carryed in a clofe Litter, fo that he 
could not be feen. But as Ambition is the moft 
violent of all Palhons, fo his Father-in-Law Aper, 
a Perfon of great Aurhoiity, forgetting his Duty 
to his Sovereign, and his Affecftion to his Son-in- 
Law', refclv’d to alfaflinate him, and by Means of 
his Wealth and Friends to obtain the Empire for 
himfelf3 which he thought might eafily be effedt- 
ed without Sufpicion, lince he was always allow’d 
j/w Accefs to him. Soon after this fatal Project took 
U " an< * by him or fome mercenary Villain, JV«- 

merian was llain in his Litter, and the better to 
conceal the Fadt, his Body was left there: Then 
making Report that the Emperor cou’d not en¬ 
dure the Sight of any Man, the Traytors carry’d 
him dead two or three Days, ufing many Artifices 
to eftablifh Apers Inrereft. But as the dead Bo¬ 
dy began to be offenfive by its Smell, the Treafon 
was difcovered fooner than Aper expedted 3 and 
there was fuch Sorrow and Confufion in the Army, 
that every Man took up Arms, and threatned Re¬ 
venge to the Murtherers. In the mid ft of this Tu¬ 
mult, the Soldiers proceeded to a new Eledtion, and 

Dioclefi- by general Confent, Dioclcftan was chofen and falu- 

an made le d Emperor, who was rhe principal Man in the 

impem. Army, and one of the moft excellent Commanders 

in 
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!n rhe Reign of Troian, being likewife Steward to 
that Emperor, and Governour of his Houfhold. 
jywcle.fi.in feeing himfelf thus advanc’d, cloathed 
himfelf with the Imperial Robe, and fat upon the 
Tribunal Seat, where being faluted Auguflus, he 
commanded the Murtherers of Numerian to be pro¬ 
duc’d j and immediately Aper was brought before 
him, upon the Sight of whom, Dioclefian defen¬ 
ded from his Seat, and lifting up his Hand, cry’d 
to him, Be proud, Aper, that you fall by Jo great a 
Hand as mine. Whereupon he flew him with his 
own Hand and Sword, faying. Now I have kilTJ 

the Boar , and fulfill'd the Trediltion of my future Em¬ 
pire. At the fame time he commanded all the 
Accomplices and AfTociates of Aper to be execu¬ 
ted j punifhing to the utmoft the Murther of the 

good Numerian. 

During tbefe remarkable Tranfa&ions, Carinas, 
the Surviving Son of Earns, continued in his Go¬ 
vernment in Gaul, giving himfelf to the moft abo¬ 
minable Kinds of Luxury and Debauchery j by 
which he became odious to all Men, and likewife 
to his Father before his Death, fo that he defign’d 
to have depriv’d him of the Empire. He made a 
Porter Governour of Rome, and his Pimps Con- 
fuls, againft the exprefs Orders of his Father j and 
writ haughty Letters to the Senate, threatning to 
give away their Eftates among the Mob of the 
City. He marry’d and divorc’d nine Wives, and 
remov’d all good and vertuous Men from his Pre¬ 
fence and Converfation; but the Death of his Fa¬ 
ther and Brother, together with the Election of 
Dioclefian , a little rouz’d him from his Vices and 
Extravagancies. And being naturally bold, and 
of a good Courage, he levy’d what Forces he 
could, and made great Preparations againft Dio¬ 
clefian, hoping to remain foie Emperor at laft. 

Upon notice of which, P’wlefian with great Expe- 
< dition 

a 
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dition march’d with his Forces from the Eafi to¬ 
wards Gaul, and both Armies meeting in Mafia, 
there began a bloody War between thefe Rivals for 
the Univcrfe. But this lafted not long, for in a 
few Days fcveral Skirmiffics happen’d, and Carinas 
was once worftcd by DiocLJiar. and then over¬ 
thrown in a general Battel; and foon after was 
W,(DtMtb fojp by a Tribune or Colonel of his own Army, 
•/Cannes. w b 0 fe Wife he had formerly abus’d : By which 

Means Dkdefian remain’d foie Lord of the Roman 
Empire. Thus dy’d the laft of the three Contem¬ 
porary Emperors, Cam. and his two Sons, which 
all together made up the Thirty eighth Emperor of 
Rome, and a Reign of about two Years, or lome- 
what more. Carinas dy’d in the 1037th Year of the 
City, and the 284th Year of our Lord. 


r A. D. 

284. 

Diocleti¬ 
an Empc- 

TV. 


VII. Thus all things contributed to the Ad¬ 
vancement of DlocUfun, who was born in Dal¬ 
matia, of oblcure Parentage, being, according 
to fome, the Son of a Notary; and of a Bond- 
man, according to others, and now about 39 or 
40 Years of Age. The Name both of his Mother, 
and the Town of his Birth was Diodea, whence he 
was call’d Diochs, tilt he came to be Emperor, and 
then converting a Greek Name into a Roman Form, 
he nam’d himfelt Diocletianus. He had palled 
through many confiderable Offices before he ar¬ 
riv’d at the Empire, which he difeharged with 
much Honour and Reputation, being remarkable 
for his great Courage and Sagacity, his quick Wit 
and Ingenuity, hh profound Cunning and Policy, 
and likewife his contumacious Haughtinefs and 
Severity. He began his Reign on the 1 ith of the 
Calends of May, 284 after our Saviour’s Nati¬ 
vity ; which Year he order’d, by his Sovereign 
Power to be made *s£ra or Date, from whence 
the Account of following Times ffiouid begin. 

The 
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The Chriftians obferved it for above 240 Years, till 
the Reign of the Emperor Jufiiniatt , it being upon 
their Account likewite call’d 7 he <u&ra of the Mar- 
tjrs, by realon of the Emperor’s Severity towards 
them. Yet one unexpected thing was obferved in 
the beginning of this Prince’s Reign ; which was 
his pardoning all his Enemies that join’d with Ca~ 
rims, without damaging their Fortunes or Honour. 

A Clemency, that after a Civil War, had not been 
known in Rowe for fome Ages. 

Diodefian, beginning the Adminiftration of hit 
Government, receiv’d Intelligence, that an infi¬ 
nite number of Labourers and Peafants in Gaul had 
made a dangerouslnfurredtion and Rebellion in that 
Country, being headed by two Commanders call’d 
Atnandtts and Heliamts. But Diodefian accounting 
ihat War inglorious to himl'elf, fenr a valiant Com¬ 
mander againft thefe Rebels, call’d Maximian > 
whom he had already made Cafar ; who marching 
into Gaul , after fome great Hazards and Difficul¬ 
ties, (lew great Numbers, and difpers’cl the reft, 
fo that in all Places there was Peace and Tranquil¬ 
lity. But other Wars and Ufurpers arifing, Dio¬ 
defian judging himfelf inefficient to manage the 
foie Charge of the Empire, about the fecond Year -- nt 
of his Reign took Maximian for his Equal and with bim 
Companion in the Empire, being a Perfon addidt- Max»imi- 
ed to all kinds of Vifcioufnefs and Extortions, yet an * 
remarkable for his peculiar Courage and Boldnefs. 

Thefe two were notwithftanding happily cement¬ 
ed in their Friendffiips, Inclinations, and Deiigns j 
and what is farther obfervable, Maximian was not 

only a faithful and loyal Companion in the Em¬ 
pire, but was as refpedtful and obedient to Diocle- 
fan as any Son to his Father \ fo that they go¬ 
vern’d the Empire for many Years in Love and 
Concord, and obtain’d many noble Victories over 
their Enemies. 


Not 
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Not long after Diocle flan's Choice of Maximian, 
the Roman Empire was in great Danger of being 
torn in pieces by feveral Wars and Invafions, In- 
furre&ions and Rebellions, that happen’d }n many 
Parts of the Empire almoft at the fame lnftant. 
AchiUeus, a Commander in <^fgypt, firft began to 
rebel, and proclaiming himfelf Emperor, feiz’d on 

that ancient Kingdom, being very powerful, and 
of great Authority. In Africk all the Legions and 
old Soldiers were drawn together in a mutinous 
and rapacious manner, and joyning with many 
Robbers and Inhabitants of thol'e Parts, they feiz’d 
and enjoy’d all the Publick Rents and Tributes; 
and thele for their Continuance were nam’d Jguin- 
gentiani, or ®uinquagenarii. About the fame time 
f a principal Commander in Britain, call’d Caraufus , 
rebell’d, proclaim’d himfelf Emperor, and polfdfed 
himfelf of that Ifland; and Narfeus , King of Per - 
fa and Partbia, taking Advantage from thefe un¬ 
fettled Times, began a dangerous War upon the 
Empire, and invaded Mejopotamia. One Julian 
alfo rebell’d in Italy, and endeavour’d to make him¬ 
felf Emperor; but finding the Weaknefs of his 
Foundation, he foon after ftabb’d himfelf. Diode- 


fan feeing fo many Rebellions and Pretenfions to 
the Empire, as well as Foreign Invafions, refolved 
10 ftrengthen his Intereft by the Alfiftance of o- 
thersj therefore he and his Alfociate Maximian, at 
a fet Meeting at Milan , agreed, that each of them 
fhould nominate a Perfon to be Cafar , and their 
Succelfor, and fuch a Perfon as fhould be able to 
defend the Empire, both again ft Foreign Invaders 
as well as Domeftick Pretenders. And thereupon 
Dicdejian made choice of Galerius Ilaximianus, Sir- 
named Armentarius 3 he being by Report born of 
Galenas a Cowherd in Dacia, but was a very valiant and 
md Con- courageous Commander, yet of a moft fevere and 

■m*&c Cs- cburliih Difpofition. Maximian chofe Con fi ant ins, 

firs. firnam’d 
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■ firnamed Chlorus , a Perfon very vertuous, wife, 
j and valiant. Son of Claudia , Neice to the laft Em¬ 
peror Claud us, who gained fuch Advantages over 
the Goths. And to be the better allured of their 
Fidelity, the two Emperors caufed them to put 
away their Wives, and to marry others j upon 
which Conflantius put away Helen, by whom he 
had Conftantine, afrerwards Emperor, and marry- 
ed Theodora , Daughter-in-Law to Maximian. After 

I this Settlement, the Bufinefs of the Wars and 
Troubles was immediately divided among thefe 
Four, the two Emperors, and the two Cafiars. 
Dioclcjian undertook to march into <es£gypt againft 
Achilleus j and Maximian into Africk againft the 
gHiingentiani. Conflantius remained in Gaul to fup- 
prcfs Carauftus , and the Incurhons of the Northern 
Nations j and Galerius was fent into the Eajl a- 
gainft Narfeus, King of Tcrfia. Of all which Ex¬ 
peditions we (hall give fome little Account, begin¬ 
ning with the two Emperors. 

All necelfary Preparations being made, Diocleji- T t ( 
an marched into i/£gjpt, where Achilleus attended ' 
his Coming with a ttrong and numerous Army ; Diode- 
! and coming to a Battel, notwithftanding Achilleus fian * 
made a valiant Refiftanee, Dicclefian had the Vi¬ 
ctory. But the other faving himfelf by Flight, 
recovered the City of Alexandria • where feeking 
to repair his Lolfes, and recruit his Troops, he was 
clofely befieged by Dwclefian : And in the Space of 
tight Months, which was the Continuance of the 
Siege, there happened many Battels, Skirmfhes, 
and Encounters , till at length the City was taken 
by Force, and Achilleus , by Dicclefian’ S Command, 
was condemned to be devoured by Lyons, and 
other wild Beads. And likewife in all the King¬ 
dom of *s£gypt, this Emperor inflifted mod fevere 
and cruel Punifhments, putting many thousands 
to Death 5 not only the Ring-Leaders and Abet- 
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tors, but all fuch as barely opproved of this Rebel* 
lion. His Fellow-Emperor Maximian was no lefs 
fuccefsful again ft the Quingentiani in Africk , tho’ 

at firft he had a doubtful W2r with them ; but in a 
fhort time he broke their united Power, and con- 
drained them to fue for Peace, After which he 

marched into divers Parts of Africk , deftroying the 
Ufurpers and Robbers in thofe Countries, for 
which he was furnamed Herculius, beca ufe Hercules 
was principally employed in fuch Exploits. But 
Dioclefan proceeded farther, and called himfelf Jo- 
- vius , from Jupiter ; and refted not here ; but af¬ 
terwards, like Caligula and Domitian, aflum’d the 
Title of Lord, challenged Divine Honours, and 
fuffered himfelf to be adored as a God: Tho’ at the 
fame Time he is faid to have carryed himfelf more 
like a Father than a Tyrant. 

The Wars managed by the two Cafars , Confian * 
this , and Gakriusy proved not fo profperous at firft 
as thofe of the Two Emperors. Conjhmtim found 
Carauf.us poffefs’d of all Britain, and likewife fo 
valiant and politick, that he could not prevail a- 
gainft him ; but being continually alarmed and 
invaded by Inundations of Germans , he was con- 
ftrained to come to an Accommodation with him. 
So that Caraujtus remained intire PolTelfor of Bri¬ 
tain for feven Years; and then was {lain by his 
familiar Companion AUeclus, who held the Coun¬ 
try three Years longer. But at length he was 
overthrown and llain by Vratorian Prefect, call’d 
Jfclepiodctus, who recovered Britain to the Empire, 
after it had been ten Years ufurped by Rebels and 
Traitors. In the mean time Confiantius was em¬ 
ployed againft the Germans , and other barbarous 
Nations, with whom hehadfeveral Battels'- in the 
laft of which, in one Day, he was both Over¬ 
thrown and Conqueror -. For coming to a general 
Battel with them in a Morning near the City o' 




rhe Lingeries ,' his Troops fought fo negligently, that 
they were driven to turn their Backs, and fly to the 
City, together with Confiantius himfelf. But com¬ 
ing to the G ates of the City, he found them fuft 
k'.i.-id ; and v.as in fuch Extremity, that if he 


Rope, 


n drawn up the Walls by a 
ain by the Enemy. Having 


had n-ji ruddenly been drawn up the Waits by a 
Rope, he had been llain by the Enemy. Having 
thus entered the City, he called the Soldiers to- 


thus entered the City, 


gether, and inciting them by his Speeches, five 
Hours after, when the Enemy expected no At¬ 
tack, he commanded all the Gates to be fer open, 
and fuddenly failying our, he fet upon them with 
fuch Fury and Bravery, that after a long Fight, he 
entirely defeated rhem, and killed 60000 of their 


Men. 


During thefs Tranfa&ions in other Parts, Gale- and of Gli 

nits began a War againft the Verfans, no lefs ha* lerius. 
zardous than the reft 3 especially in the beginning; 
when Gakrius near the City Cana, came to a Ge¬ 
neral Battel with Narfeus their King; and rafhly 
venturing with too fmall an Army, tho’ he fought . 
with extraordinary Courage, he was overthrown, 
and loft the greateft Part of his Army. Diode fan 
at the fame time was coming from Egypt into Me¬ 
sopotamia , where he was met by Gakrius , who im¬ 
mediately alighted from his Horfe, and approach’d 

the Emperor’s Litter to falutc him. But Diockfari 
without Haying, or bidding him take Horfe, buf¬ 
fered him to attend his Litter feveral Miles oii 


Foot, much blaming his Conduct and Indifcretioii 
in thefe laft Actions. But at length giving him 
leave to depart, he enjoyned him to levy new 
Troops to retrieve his Honour, and defend his 
Province 3 which Gakrius immediately put in Exe¬ 
cution, Diodefan remaining with his Troops ini 
Mrfopotamicii to prevent the Ter fans invading that 

Province. Gakrius having gathered together thy 
Legions of SdaHoniaj Darias and Mafaj and oche* 

M m Forces* 
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Forces, be marched into the Kingdom of Armenia % 
which Narfati had entered, with whom he began 
a War with great Order and Exattnefs, and with 
no lefs Courage and Valour. The two Armies 
approaching, both Generals by mutual Confent 
jjoyned Battel, one being animated with the Refo- 
lution of preferring, and the other of recovering 
his Honour : And the Soldiers having almoft the 
fame Intentions, the Battel proved very fevere and 
bloody ; but the Roman Army confifting of feleft 
and difciplined Men, obtained the Vidtory, tho’ 
not without much Danger and Difficulty. Narfeus 
efcaped by Flight, and Gakrius purfuing the Victo¬ 
ry, entered his Camp, where he took the King’s 
Wives, his Children, his Sifters, and many of the 
Nobility of Perfr. , with great Riches and Booty. 
Then marching forwards with his Forces, he In¬ 
vaded Narfeus s Country, and made great Deva- 
fhtions, without meeting any Reliftance ; from 
whence he repaired to A^efcpotamia, to wait on 
Diode fan, where he was received as in Triumph, 
Dhclefan going out to meet him, and doing him 
greaf" Honour. The Affairs of the Ea[t being thus 
eftablilhed, and the Panhians and Perjians over¬ 
thrown, Dioclejian and Gakrius returned into Europe 
and Eaf, where they were met with great Joy and 
Applaufe by Maximian and Conjlantius , who likew'ife 
had been very fuccefsful in their feveral Charges. 

Thefe great Men had now brought Peace and 
Security to three Parts of the Empire, the £<3/, 
Weft and South } bur the Northern Nations could 
not be throughly fubdued, as well for their Fierce- 
nefs and Courage, as their frequent withdrawing 
themfclves into cold, barren, and inacceflible Pla¬ 
ces, which only rhemfelves could endure : So that 
the Roman Commanders judged it impoftible to 
pats any farther with their Armies, fatisfying 
themfelves in dialing them out of the Limits of 
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the Empire, tho’ they would afterwards return 
with greater Fury than at firft, being continually 
troublefome and formidable. Now the Scythians, 

Goths , Sarmatians , Alanes, Carpi, Catti , Quads, 

and other barbarous Nations, aflembled themfelves 

in incredible Numbers, with Intention to pillage Their joint 
and inhabit more fertile Countries, and began to Expedition, 
make dangerous Invafions again into the Roman 
Territories j - again!! which the two Emperors with 
their two Cafars marched with feveral Armies, 
difperfing themfelves in fuch an exa£t Manner, 
that one was always ready to affift another. Ae 

I gth, after many Hazards, Hardfhips, Lofles and 
ngers, they repell’d all thefe barbarous Nations, 

1 took innumerable Herds of them Prifoners j 
ich afterwaids being fet at Liberty, certain de¬ 
flated Provinces were given them to inhabit 
thefe Wars young Confiantine, the Son of Con- 
itius , nobly fignaliz’d his Youth by many brave 
ploits, particularly taking the Sarmatian General 
loner, and bringing him alive to Galenas . Dio - 
tan having obtain’d thefe great Victories and Ad- 
uages, and having fettled Peace in the Empire 
thelnduftry ofhimfelf and his Atliftants, was 
irous of obtaining the ufual Reward of great 
ploits, and return’d to Rome, which he entered 
folemn Triumph, together with his Collegue and Tri* 
mmian , and their two Ceefars , Constantins and <*mpb. 
lerius. This was in the feventeenth Year of 
telefians Reign, and was as magnificent as ever 
is feen in Rome j in which was expofed an infi- 
:e Mafs of Treafure of the Spoils of the Eafi, 
t/Egypt, and other Nations by them fub- 
’d: There were many Chariots full of Arms, 
d of Veflels of Gold and Silver, and many 
nous Prifoners, particularly the Wife and 
dldren of the King of Perfa , with many Kings 
d Commanders of the Alanes , the Catti, and 

Mm 4 other 


532 


The Qoman Hi (lory 


Book II 


ether Nations. Thtfe Wars which had continu’d 


for many Years, were exceeding burthenfome to 

th 




R<rm?.n Empire, as well by Means of the Vaft- 
ntfs of the Armies, as the Exadfions and Avarice 


of the 1 mperors : However, no Emperor ever kept 
the State in greater Subiedfion than Dice' 


lefit 


% ^ fc/ r 

w ho by l;is remarkable Vigour, and fortunate Ma¬ 


nagement of Affairs, made himfclf obey’d by all 

and even Mr. 


Peopl 




look’d upon him as 
his Father, and Ccnfimtius and G.claim as their 
Lord, his Subjects not daring to approach him 
without Ma.ks of Adoration. Whereas it was the 


Cuftom among former Emperors, to allow Peti¬ 
tioners to kifs their Hands, and fometimes their 


Cheeks ' 




Edidt, commanded that all Men, without Diftindti- 


t n, fhould kifs Iris Foot proftrate upon the Earth ; 
and for the greater Magnificence, he caus’d his 
Shoes to be fet with Pearl, and precious Stones of 

the 


greatest Value. 

In the midff of this Peace and Profperity, Dio- 
cLjhv, partly from his Pride and Cruelty, and prin¬ 
cipally from his fuperflitious Zeal to declining Pa- 
gar.ilh:, rciblv’d to fupprefs Cbrijlianity , which for 
kveral Years had encreas’d with fuch a Current of 


Proi'pcnry, as corrupted too manyof its Profeffors, 

he 


And paiiing into _/;>?, to the City Xicomedia , 
took an Cccafion from feveral pretended Affronts 
to raii'e a Pcrlecution againli the Chriftians, com 




n 


tieir Bibles to be burnt, 

-branded with Infamy, and the Vulgar to be made 
braves. But thtfe were but a Preludium to what 
iucceeded; other Edidfs being publifh’d, com- 
nm-r.cing thofe who refus’d to offer Sacrifice, to 
be expos’d to all Kinds of exquifite Pains and 
Torments. This was the Tenth and laff General 


pu 


r 


I. 


- * rr * * 
c * ir * 

G/.P. 

!; . • V /• * 

- n 


the better fort to be 




Pcrlccuti.n of the Catholick Church, which be 


gar 
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gan in the 19th Year of DiocUfiav s Reign, 139 
Years after the fir ft under Not?, 213 after the Se¬ 
cond under Demiua », 196 after the Third under 
Trajan, 13d after the Fourth under j.xtenwus Tbilojc- 

tliiis, 101 after the Fifth under -owu, <SS af¬ 
ter the Sixth under Maxtmivus , >3 atttr the Seventh 
under Decius, 46 after the Eighth under V.-.kr'um , 
and 28 after the Ninth under Turdian, As this 
was the laft Perfecutiun, fo it was the mod D- 
vere of all others 3 like the laft Efforts of an ex¬ 
piring Enemy, who ufes his utmoft Power and 

Strength to give a parting Blow. It wwre endlcfs 

and almoft incredible, to enumerate the Variety of 
Sufferings and Torments 3 it is fufficient to obferve 
in this Place, that they were fcourged to Death, 
had their Flcfh torn off with Pincers, and mangled 
with broken Pots, were caff to Lyons, Tygevs, and 
other wild Beafts 3 were Burnt, Beheaded, Cruci¬ 
fy’d, Thrown into the Sea, Torn in Pieces by the 
diftorted Boughs of frees, roafted by gentle Fires, 
and Holes made in their Bodies for melted Lead 
to be pour’d into their Bowels. This Persecution 
laded ten Y r ears under Diodeftan and fome of his 
Succeflbrsj and the incredible Numbers eft' c hii- 

jiians that buffer’d Death and Puniihment, made 

them conclude that they had compleaud their 
Work 3 and in an ancient Infcription they tell the 
World, That they had effac'd the JSame and 6u\r- 
jlition of the Chl'iftians, nvd had reJhTd cue! propa¬ 
gated the JTorjhip of the Gods. But they were i’o 

much deceived, that thishaftned the Deftrudlion of 
Vaganijm, and Ihortly after Cbrifllanity became vi¬ 
ctorious and triumphant over all the Powers and 
Artifices of Mankind. 

Not long after the iffuing out of thefe bloody De¬ 
crees, Dioclefun return’d to Rome to celebrate his 
Second Dcctnnalia 3 from whence he foon after re¬ 
pair’d again to Nicomedia 3 and there after various 

hi m 3 Con- 
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Confiderations and Reflexions upon his prefent 
Circumftances, he fix’d upon a furprizing Refolu- 
don, which none of his Predeceffors ever thought 
of, which was entirely to refign and relinquifh the 
Reman Empire, and to lead a private Life for the 
future. And as tho’ it was not fufficient to leave 
the Empire himfelf, he perfuaded and almoft com¬ 
pelled his Aflociate Maximian to do the fame; 
which between them was agreed and concluded 
by Letters and Embaflies, in fuch a Manner, that 

both in the fame Day, Maximlan in Milan , and 
Dioclefi Diodefm in Nicomedia , refigned the Empire, and 

an *ni diverting thcmfelves of their Imperial Robes, they 

Maximi- defcendcd from rheir Thrones, and made them- 
an refign f e lves equal with private Perfons, after Diodefm 
tbtEn ’f'"-had reign’d 20 Years, and Maximlan above eigh¬ 
teen, both together making the Thirty ninth Em¬ 
peror of Rome. Many Authors applaud and extol 
this Aft of Diodefuns, mentioning it as a Superla¬ 
tive Inftance of Greatnefs and Generofity, that he 
could fo eartly and freely part with the Empire of 
the World; but Land annus in a Piece lately reco¬ 
ver’d from Darknefs, allures us, that this Refigna- 
tion was wholly caus’d by the means and Contri¬ 
vances of GJerius , who coming to Nicomedia fhort- 
]y after a great Sicknefs of the Emperor’s, threat- 
ned him with a Civil War if he refus’d to refign, 
as he had done Maximi an before 3 and that Diode- 
fan finding himlclf declining in Years and Au¬ 
thority, with many l'ervile Tears was conltrained 
to comply with his Demand. However we are 
allur’d by many, that after his Refignation, his Life 
was very eaiie and pleafant to him, having retired 
to his Birth-place Salma in Dalmatia , where for 
feveral Y^ars his principal Employment was ma¬ 
naging a Garden and an Orchard, faying to his 

VliJtors, That be beg-n now to live , and to fee the Beau¬ 
ty of the Sun . And when afterwards Maximlan, and 

other 
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others perfuaded him to reaffume the Empire, he 

repiyed, 'That if they had enjoyed fo much Eafe and 
Quiet as he they would not have diflurbed him * He 

likewife fliewed them his Cole-worts in his Garden, 

and told them. That he took greater pleafure in plant* 
ing of them , than in governing the Empire . But not- 

withftanding this eafy Life, Heaven’s Vengeance 
overtook him at laft in his Death, which was by 
Poyfon, or Madnefs, or both, tho* he is acknow¬ 
ledged to have done infinite Service, as well as Dif- 
kindnefs to his Country, for which he ought both 
to be applauded and condemned. This Remarkable 
Refignation hapned in the 105:7th Year of the City, 
317 Years after the Settlement of the Empire by 
Augufius, 304. after our Saviour’s Nativity, 20 6 
after the lait of the Twelve Cafars y and 111 after 


the publick Sale of the Empire. 
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CHAP. VII. 

* * 


From the Reft gnat ion c/Dioci ESIAN, to the 
Removal of the Imperial Seat to Conftanti- 
nopie ly Constantine the Grea t,the Forty 

fir ft Emperor 3 which was the great eft Step to 
the Ruin of the Roman Empire. 

Containing the ftp ace of al out z 6 TEARS . 


I. f*T~HE Refignation of D'toclefun and Maxima 
_X an, was a great Surprize to the Roman 
Empire, which had fo often feen its belt Blood 
lhed for the obtaining of it: However, we find 
Tio great Marks of Diiiatisfa&ion in any, all being 
read 5 , to acknowledge the two Cafars, Conflantius 
and G It'ius for Emperor,, according to the par¬ 
ticular Appointment of Dioclefun and Maximian, 
Conjiantius was iirnamed Chi or ns from his Palenefs, 
and was manyed to Theodora , Daughter-in-Law' to 
Maxim;.:?: 3 and Galcrias to Valeria , Daughter to 
Die :hf.:n. The fir ft was very Noble by Defcent, 
near allyed to the Emperor Claudius , vertuous, va- 
liai.t, of an affable and merciful Temper 3 the lat¬ 
ter was ignoble, of a fignal Valour and Courage, 
but withal churlilh, incontinent, cruel, and a bar^ 

t-.ens IT Al cut or of the Cbrijlians. Notwith- 
f andir.g this uifparuy of Humours and Difpofiti- 
cn-. v hik he reigned, by his remarkable 

Policy anu uncommon Management, preferved a 

condant 


agreement between. them after his Refig' 


nation 


? 
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GALER 1 US XL. 

nation, to prevent all future Cornells that might 

arife, they readily agreed to make a difiinct and ** dd ‘vidt 

independent Divifion of the Empire between them. theEm P ir * 
Ctnjhmtius had the Wejtern Parts of the Empire, t*™'* 
namely Italy, Sicily the greateil Part of Africk , to¬ 
gether with Spain, Gaul , Britain and Germany • and 
Galerius the Eaftem and the Jargeil Share, namely, 

Vlyricum, fannonia, Thr ,cc, Macedonia, all the Pro¬ 
vinces of Greece and the leifer Afia, together with 
tAgypt, Syria , Judaea, and all the Eafi. This Di¬ 
vifion being made, the Government of fo many 
Provinces feern’d too great a Charge and Burthen 
to the Pacifick Temper of Cc-.ift.inu,:,, who chuling 
rather to govern well than to govern much, free¬ 
ly relinquilh’d the Provinces of Africk and of Italy 
to Gderuts, contenting himftlf with Gaul , Spain, 

Britain, and his Part of Gcrm.ny . On tire other 
Side Galtrius finding his Provinces to increafe. and 
the Affairs of the Empire burchenfome and difficult 
to manage with Security to hiimelf, he made 
choice of two Militants, and cm.wer. them Cat- Severn s 

the one was Severus , to whom he aiiot; d an 1 : ' v ' axi *" 

^ " ‘ min made 


firs ■ 


the Government of Italy and Africk, and the .,thtr 
his Sifter’s Son Maximin , fo whom he gave the X * rS * 

tot,-.. _ . 1 .1 /T * i /> i* ■ 


rfi in Afi. 


; 0 - Galerius. 


particular Management all the Provino s that be¬ 
long’d to Illyricum and G/ ■* eece . So that the World 
was in a manner govern’d by four Heads, C7»//. n ~ 

t.us and Galerius Emperors, and Severus and Ala— 

xiwin, Caj'ars , who were both Dependents of Ga- 

Lrius. 

Conftantius w r a$ about 54 Years of Age when he 
enter’d upon the Government, which he manag’d 
to the general Satisfaction and Approbation J all 
Men, preferring his Provinces free from all Kinds 
01 Wars and Rebellions, during his fhort Reign. 

The 
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The Gauls not only loved him, but almoft adored 
him before he was Emperor, for under his former 
Adminiftration, they had efcaped the fufpedted Po¬ 
licy of Diode fun, and the bloody Rafhnels of Maxi' 
mian. His principal Defire was to benefit and en¬ 
rich his Subjects, faying, It was better to have the 

Wealth of the Land diffufed, and in the Hands of Many, 
than to he locked up in Princes Coffers j concurring 
with Trajan, who compared the Exchequer to the 
Spleen, the great Growth of which caufed the 
Limbs to be leffened and weakened. He fo little 
affe&ed Pomp and Splendor, that on Feftival Days, 
when he entertained many of his Friends, he gene¬ 
rally borrowed Furniture and Plate from other Per- 
fons, for the Ufe of his Table: And being in his 
former Adminiftration by Diocleftan s Ambalfadors 
reproached for his Poverty, he only intimated his 
Wants to the People, and in a few hours amafs’d 
fuch infinite Sums from their voluntary Contribu¬ 
tions, that the Ambalfadors were amazed; he tel¬ 
ling them. That the Love of the People was the richefi 
and furefl Treafure of the Prince , and that his Subjells 
Money was bj that Means always at bis Devotions , which 
he never thought fafer than when they were Keepers of it. 

After their Departure, he returned all the Subfidies 
that were prefented him j being by this voluntary 
Poverty, richer than Diocleftan, and all the Princes 
who were his Partners. He was of a merciful and 
generous Temper, and much honour’d and favour’d 
the CbrijUans , not permitting any Violence or In¬ 
jury to be offered them : However, being urged by 
Galerius , he once politickly pretended to profecute 
them, and commanded all the Officers of his Hou- 
ftiold, who were CbrijUans , to change their Reli¬ 
gion, or to leave their Places • but when fome of 
them did fo, he fenr them away with great Dif- 
grace, faying. That tbofe who were not true to their 
God , would never be faithful to tbeir Prince. 

Con - 
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Galerius, &c. XL. 

Conflantius in the fecond Year of his Reign re¬ 
pair’d to Britain , and refided at Eboracum or York, 
where falling into fome Sicknefs, he began to be 
much concern’d for the Safety of his Son Conftan¬ 
tine, who for feveral Years had been kept at the 
Court of Diodefian , as an honourable Pledge for 
his Father’s Fidelity, and fince his Refignation in 

that of Galerius in the Eaft , Galerius hated Conftan - 
tins, and was jealous of his Son, whom he would 
have removed by a violent Death, but he knew 
that the Army admir’d Conftantine, and would re¬ 
venge it. He fought therefore under Pretence of 
Sports and Martial Exercifes to have difpatched 
him; but he was ftili preferved by the Hand of 
Providence. His Father had often fent for him, 
and had been as often deny’d; and now in this 
Sicknefs he had renew’d his Importunity : So that 
Galerius being afhamed to deny this reasonable Re- 
queft, iign’d him a Warrant to go the next Day, 
refolving upon fome Artifice to flop him in his 
Journey, and prevent his Arrival in Britain , and 
therefore order’d him to come the next Morning 
to receive his final Inftruelions. But Conftantine , as 
foon as Galerius was gone to his Reft, took Poft- 
Horfes with all fpeed, and at every Stage where 
he came, befides thofe few he made ufe of, he 
ham-ftring’d all the Horfes that he left behind him. 
Galerius calling for him the next Day, and under- 
ftanding that he was gone the Night before, im¬ 
mediately commanded leveral to purfuehim ; but: 
hearing foon after that the Poft-Horfes were all 
difabled, he burft out into a violent Palfion of 
Rage and Grief. In -the mean time Conftantine 
travelled with the utmoft fpeed, and arriving at 
Turk , found his Father paft Recovery. Conftantius 

receiv’d him with the utmoft Marks of Joy, and 

rifmg 
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iifingup in his Bed, gave him feveral ufcfnl In¬ 
flections and Direction^, and particularly re¬ 
commended the Chrijii.ms to his Care and Mercy. 

Being ask’d which of his Children Should fucceed 

him, having two Sons by Theodora ; neglecting his 
fecond Wife and her Progeny, he cry’d aloud, 
7*? Death None but the ficus Conltantine! and fhortly after 
tt Con- expir’d in the Arms of this beloved Son. This was 
ftimius. t ^ e £) eat h 0 f Ccnflar.tius Chlortis the Fortieth Em¬ 
peror of Ram, in the 50th Year of his Age, af¬ 
ter he had been Caf.ir about lixteen Years, and 
Emperor fomewhat above two, a Prince of ad¬ 
mirable Vertues and Accomplifhments, and in¬ 
finitely belov’d and lamented by all his Subjects. 
He dy’d in the 1050th Year of the City, 306 
Years after our Saviour’s Nativity, and 23. be¬ 
fore the Removal of the Empire by his Son Con- 

fiantine. 


j 4 . D. II. Upon the Dcceafc of the Emperor Ccnjlem- 
30 6 . tins , his Son CcrjfwtTe, now about 36 Years of 
Conftan- Age, was unanimously faluted Emperor of the 
tmevjje u\fi, by the joyful Acclamations of the Army 
£ ” ,?, ' vr ‘ U p 0n t p e Account cf his own, as well as his Fa¬ 
ther’s Merits; being a Prince of molt promfiing 
Vertues and Accomplithments, of profound Po¬ 
licy and Capacity, and of no Iefs Modelty than 
Magnanimity. According to the molt general 
Opinion, he was born in Britain, of Hden the 
firth Wife of Ccnfiantius, a Brit ip Princcfs, and 
was marry’d to Fattjba, the Daughter of MaAmian 
who relign’d the Empire with Dicclefian, being af¬ 
terwards lirnamtd the Great, from his many 
great Actions and Exploits. For a considerable 
Time he contented himfclf with the Name of 
Crefar, not immediately affuming the Title of Ali¬ 
gn fi us, or Emperor, expecting the Senior Empe¬ 
ror (hould have lent him that Title, but in vain : 
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Galerius, <src. XL. 


For as foon as his Image wreath’d with the Impe¬ 
rial Laurel, was prefented to GaUrius , he was fo 
enrag’d, as to condemn both it and the Melfenger 
to the Fire, but by his Friends was dilfwaded 
from the Execution. Therefore that he might 
teem to allow that voluntarily, which he wanted 
Power to prevent, he fent him the Purple, but 
withal made Sever us Emperor, and gave him on¬ 
ly the Title of Cafar. But Con ft amine flood in no 
need of his Approbation to confirm his Title ; his 
Father’s declar’d Will for his Succetlion, and the 
univerfal Confent both of the Army and the 


whole Weft, put his Right beyond all Difpute. 

Flis Image, according to the Cuflom of new Em- Maxen- 
perors, being expos’d in Rome, immediately pro- Bus 
voiced the Ambition of ALxentius, and taking an 
Opportunity in the abtence of Severn:, whole Empire. 
Government the Tratorhm Soldiers hated, he pro¬ 
claim’d himtelf Emperor by their Alfiftance, and 
lome confiderable Officers then in R.me. He was 


Son to Maximian by Eutrcf.a, an ordinary Wo¬ 
man of Syria , and was very popular among the 
Soldiers, whom for Recompence he allowed to 
commit almoft all Kinds of Outrages and Difor- 
deis in the City. This was Come Surprize to Con- 
jhmtine, but a greater to Gahrius , who immediate¬ 
ly tent Severn: with all fpeed towards Rome, to 
fupprefs this new Ufurper ; and for a farther Se¬ 
curity, he encourag’d old Maximian, w r ho led a 
private Life, to realfume the Empire, which he 
willingly did, expecting to difpoifefs his Son Max- 
twins, and in Time to become foie Emperor. Se¬ 
vern: marched with his Army up to the Walls of 
Rome, but his Soldiers confidering again ft whom 
they were to hght, immediately abandon’d him, 
fo that he was conftrain’d to fly, and to fhut him- 
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felf up with a Handful of Men in Ravenna, to a- 
void old Maximum, who under Pretence of a (lifting 
his Son, was marching that way, finding that he 
could not avoid being deliver’d up, he at length 
refign’d his Imperial Purple; which Submilhon 
fix Death could only purchafe him an eafie Death, which was 
gf Severn* by opening his Veins. 

In the mean time the reftlefs Maximian made ufe 
of all Methods to regain his former Dignity and 
Authority, and us’d many Perfuafions to engage 
his old Partner Dicclefian in the fame Expedition 5 

but all in vain. Nor did he meet with better Suc- 
cefs at Rome ; for there he caus’d fuch Confufions 
and Mifchiefs among the Tratcrian Soldiers, that 
he was oblig’d to fly into Gaul to Conjlantine, who 
honourably received him as his Father-in-law, and 
as one who had been Emperor. From whence he 
repair’d to Galerius , and was forced to fly a fecond 
time inro Gaul, where his Thoughts were fo fix’d 
upon Rule and Empire, that he endeavour’d to cor^ 
rupt his Daughter Faufta , and to deftroy his Son-in- 
Law Cmftantine. But his Treafon was foon difeo- 
ver’d, and flying with fome Forces into Marfeilles, 
he was purfu’d, befieg’d, and ftript of his Imperial 
Robes by Conftantint , who finding himfelf daily 
expos’d to new Plots and Confpi racies, at length 
could allow him no greater Mercy than to let him 
chufe his own Death, which Lallantius tells us 
was Hanging: A Death which he had long before 
T he Death mer ited by his Cruelties and Barbarities to the 
•f Maxi- Cbrijlians and others. In the mean time Galerius , 
mian. after the Defeat, and Death of Severn, gathered 

together all his Troops, and in a great Rage 
march’d into Italy againft Maxentius, refolving to 
ruin the Inhabitants, and particularly to deftroy 
all the Senate. But he was flopp’d in his furious 
Career; for his own Soldiers upon their Approach 
to Rome , confidering the Confequence of this un¬ 
natural 
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natural War, began to defcrt, and were in a dag¬ 
gering Condition ; which threw him into fuch a 
Fright, that fearing the Fate of Severus , he call 
himfelf at his Soldiers Feet, and fervilely begged, 

That they would not deliver him up to his Enemies j 

and then marched away with fuch Fear and Con- 
fternarion, that a fmall Body of Men would have 
been fufficient to have ruined him. Infinite Ra¬ 
vages and Outrages were permitted by Him, and 
committed by his Army in all Parts of Italy in 

| '‘ eir March; fo that inftead of being a Roman 
tnperor he became the Plunderer of Italy, reti¬ 
ng back into his own Divifion, after he had in a 
vage Manner deftroyed the whole Country. Not 
mg after his Return to his Province, he fent for 
Id Dioclefian, before whom he created Licinius Ca- LiclnJm 
n, or rather Emperor in the Place of Severus de- made o- 
eafed ; who was originally the Son of a poor La- 
ourer in Dacia , but a very politick and excellent Gaieriuj. 
Commander. The Prefence of Dioclefian was made 

fe of to give the greater Authority to the Choice; 

?hich notwithftanding gave but fmall Satisfaction 
3 Maximin in the Eaft, who much envyed this 
ew Advancement. 

About the fixth Year of his Reign, he wasvi- 
ited with a filthy and incurable Diftemperj be- 
jinning firft with an Ulcer and Impofthume in 
lis Privities, which increafing, proved incredibly 
laufeous both to the Sight and Smell , fo thac all 
he Arts of Phyficians and Surgeons were ineffe¬ 
ctual. His Diftemper encreafed llowly and gradu- 
illy, and afterwards his Thighs were over-run with 
^itrefa&ion, the Bottom of his Belly confumed, 
iis Bowels laid open, and the whole Mafs of 
'is Body turned into an univerfal Rotrennefs, 
vhich was accompanyed with infinite Numbers 

of 
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of Worms and Vermine, and fuch infuppor- 
table Torments, that he often endeavoured to kill 
himfclf, and caufed fcme of his Fhylicians tube 
flaiii, becaufe thei: Medicines were ineffectual. 
He languished in this Milcry a full Year, tho’ not 
in the Extremity of it 3 in which Space he began 
to reflect upon his unjuff Cruelties to the Chrifiiuns j 
and in great Hafte consulting with Confiantine then 
in Gaul, he commanded all Law's and Edicts a- 
gain ft them to be aboiifhed 3 and to that Effeft 
lent his Letters and Decrees into all the Provinces 
of Greece , and into the £,?/, where Maximin was 
Governour. Bciides which he caufed many Chri • 
ftiens to be brought into his Pretence, whom he 
defireJ and befeeched to make Supplication to the 
true God for his Health and Recovery. But his 
w r ..Putrefaction icili increasing, not long after the Pub' 
•/Gileri-lotion of his Edict, he breathed his laft, having 
as. recommended his Wife and Son to Lscinim, and 

put them into his Hands. This was the miferable 
End of G.'<Ur'::fs M.vximi.m, who in Conjunction 
with CoKjrr.ntiw, makes the Fortieth Emperor oi 
Rome , after an impious Reign of near feven Years, 
two with Conjlantius , and almoft five with Confian- 
tine 3 being a Prince who had done fome Service 
but greater Injury to the State, and by his barba 
rous Cruel lies’to the Cbriftians, had drawn dowr 
the peculiar Vengeance of Heaven upon his Head 
At his Death he left the Empire divided amon[ 
four 3 Ccnjlantine , Emperor of Gaul , Spain , Britain 
and Germany 3 Licinius, his Succelfor and Empero: 
of the Provinces of Illjricum and Greece, Maximin 
Cetjur, and Governour^ of Afu and the E.ijt 3 am 
Maxentius, Ulurper of Italy and Ajrick. 


in lh 
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Iir. Licinius was now generally acknowledged A. D. 
Emperor in the Room of Galfrius , and peaceably 311. 
took upon him the fame Provinces 3 while Con ft an- Liciniu* 
me governed Gaul and his Provinces with grea 
Succefs and Profperity, tho’ ftill continuing in the 
Gentile Religion. Having reigned about fix Years, ?i >,. 
he began to be highly concerned for the City of 
Rome, which was miferably opprefled by the in¬ 
tolerable Outrages and Infolencies daily commit¬ 
ted by Maxentius 3 and being foliated by an Em- 
bafly fent purpofely to him by the Senate and Peo¬ 
ple of Rome, he took up a Refolution worthy of 
lo great a Mind, to march againft him, and 
free the City from the Tyrannies and Extra- 

I vacancies of that Ufurper. He was no fooner Con ft^.- 
;aged in this Expedition, but like a prudent tineV £*• 
n began to think on fome Alfiftance beyond f edition *- 

meer Strength and Courage of his Army3 an< ^^fe a ti. 
owing that there were many Deities at that u J 
ie worftiiped in the World, his firft Care was, 
ich of thefe to implore as his Protestor and 

tular Guardian. He obferved the fatal Mifcar- 
jes of his PredecelTors, who had violently pro¬ 
ved the Multiplicity of Gods3 and that not- 
:hftanding their utmoft Protections, their Wars 
1 generally been unprofperous, and their Ends 
fortunate and untimely : On the contrary, his 
her who had acknowledged and adored only 
; God, had happily fucceeded in his Underta- 
ig 3 upon which Confideration he refolved to lay 
k the vulgar Deities, and adhere to the God of 
Father 3 to whom he humbly addrefs him- 
, befeeching him to make. himfeif known to 
n, and affilt him in this Expedition. And 

aven heard his Prayer, and anfwered in a inan- 

N a net 
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ner fi miraculous, that EufJr.us acknowledges, it 
wcu' 1 r.ot hare been credible, if he had not recei¬ 
ved it hum the Empuor’s own Mouth, who fo- 
lar.niy ratifyed the Truth of it with his Oath. 
The Army was upon their March, and Confiantine 
fenoufiy employed in thefe devout Ejaculations, 
when the Sun declining, there fuddenly appeared a 
Pillar of Light in the Heavens, in the Fa/hion of 
a Crofs, with this Infcription upon, or about it, 
TCTTQ NIK a, J n this overcome. This was a 
furprizing Sight both to Ccnfiantine and his whole 
Army 3 and the Commanders andOfficers prompt¬ 
ed by their s'Suffices , looked upon it as an inau- 
fpicious Omen, portending a very unfortunate Ex¬ 
pedition. But it made fuch a happy Impreflion 
upon the Emperor's Mind, that being farther en¬ 
couraged by Vifions that Night, he caufed the next 
Day a Royal Standard to be made like that which 
he had been in the Heavens, and to be born before 
him in his Wars, as an Enfign of Vi&ory and Safe¬ 
ty 3 after which he confulted with feveral Cbriftun 
Bifheps, and by them w as inftrutted in the princi¬ 
pal Points of Chrifrianitj , refolving at leifure Hours 
to perufc the Holy Scriptures. 

Cenjhmtitie with great Confidence and Aflurance 
marched through Itr.ly, with an Army of about 
90000 Foot and 8cco Horfe 3 and notwithftand- 
ing all Oppofition, he in a fhort Time advanc’d 
almoft to the Walls of Rome, incamping his Army 
in a large Plain before the City. This formida¬ 
ble Approach fomewhat roufed Maxentius, who 
had given himfeif up ro Eafe and Luxury, as well 
as Charms and Inchantments, dividing his Hours 
between Pleafure and Superftition. He never 
went out of the City, and feldorn out of his Pa¬ 
lace 3 fo extraordinary lazy and unaftive, that to 

remove into the Gardens, tHo’ to enioya 
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frefli Scene of Pleafure, was accounted a Jour¬ 
ney, and an Expedition, as a certain Orator juftly 
jeers him. But now he faw himfelf oblig’d to'leave 
rhe City, therefore ply’d the Altars with various 
Sacrifices; and commanded the Sibylline Books to 
be fearch’d; and the Anl'wer brought him, was, 
That this Day the great Enemy of Rome fhould 
perifli, which he underftood of Conjtantine , and 
apply’d the Succefs to himfelf. So leaving all 
Things in the belt Pofture, he quitted the City, 
and advanc’d againft Conjtantine with far more nu¬ 
merous Forces, his Army confiding of 170000 
Foot, and 18000 Horfe, a great part of whom 
being Romans and Italians , and having felt fo much 
of his Tyranny, defir’d nothing more than to fee 
him fall at the Enemies Feet. However the In- 


gagement was fierce and bloody, till Vidtory ha¬ 
ving hover’d a while, refted on Conjtantine' s Side • 
for the Enemies Cavalry being routed, the whole ^ 
Army fled, and thinking to efcape the neared Way, ^Maxen- 
by a Bridge of Boats, which Maxentius had built tius. 
over the Tyber, and had contriv’d with fecret 
Springs and Engines, purpofely to drown Conjlan- 
tine if he pafs’d that way, were caught in their 
own Snare: For the Engines giving way, the 
Boats parted, and overprels’d with the Weight of 
the Company, funk to the Bottom of the River, 
and Maxentius ' himfelf along with them, whofe 
Body being found, his Head was ftricken off, and 
carry’d upon a Pole before the Army. This was 
the deferved End of an impious Tyrant and Per- 
fecutor, after he had ufurp’d and poffefs’d part of 
the Empire fix Years. 

Conjtantine having obtain’d this noble Victory, jy % 
with no great Lofs on his fide, the Senators and . 
People of Rome , with their Wives and Children, 

Nn 1 came 
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came out of the City to receive him and with 
infinite Acclamations, flii’d him their Father , their 

Saviour, and Author of <. E their Happinefs. In this 

Manner he was attended into Rome, with incredible 
Joy and Dilatation of Heart, every one re¬ 
founding the Praifes of this Emperor ; but he 
would attribute nothing to his own Power or Po¬ 
licy, bur all to God alone And in the right Hand 
of all the Statutes that were ere&ed to his Honous 
by Decree of Senate, he caus’d to be engraven the 
Figure of the Crofs, with the fame Infcription he 
had feen in the Heavens; only in one he had like- 
wife an Infcription, intimating, That under the Influ- 
encc of that victorious Crojs, Conftantine bad deliver d 
the City from the Yoke of Tyrannical Power, and 
bad lifter d tc the Senate and People of Rome their 
ancient Splendor and Glory. And about this Time, 

we are tcld, that he commanded by publick Edidt, 

that noMan for the future ihould fulfer the Death 
of the Crofis j which till now was looked upon as moft 
ignominious of all others. Settling all Affairs in 
Peace and good Order in the City, and making 
wife ~r.d juit Laws and Ordinances, to Ihew him- 
feif grateful for the Benefit he had received, he be¬ 
gan ro bellow many Favours and Gifts upon the 
C bn ft;-r.s, gradually building them Churches and 
Places of Prayer, endowing them with Rents and 
Means for the Maintenance of the Priefts and Mi- 
nifters, with Ncctffaries and Ornaments for Di¬ 
vine Service ; all which were done by feveral wa¬ 
ry Steps and Degrees. Shortly after his Victory, 
He and Lic.n-us, to whom he marryed his Sifter 
Conjtantia, by one confent ilTued out their Decrees 
through ail the Provinces and Cities of the Em¬ 
pire, commanding that the Cbriftians Ihould be 
eaitd from all Grievances, made free, and received 
into all Offices and Places of Authority ; which 
now finiflied that great Perfecution begun by Dio - 
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cleftan , which had raged in feveral Parts of the Em- 
pite for ten Years. Thefe Decrees being fent in¬ 
to the Eaftt, were likewife obeyed by Maximin , tho’ 
much againft his Inclinations, being a mortal Ha¬ 
ter of the Chrifttians. All this the Gentiles beheld 

with an envious and malicious Eye, as what por¬ 
tended the fatal Dedenhon, if not the final O- 
verthrow of their Religion ; and were more con¬ 
firm’d in thefe Sufpicions when they faw the Em* 
peror negleded the celebration of the grand Secu¬ 
lar Games , which were at this Time to have been 
exhibited, but were put down upon the Accouut 
of the great Mixture of Pagan Devotions. Con- 
ftantine was now Lord of a large part of the Em¬ 
pire, having increafed his former Dominions by 
the Addition of all Italy, Sicily , and the Province 
of Africk ; and now living in Peace and Profperity, 
he made many new and advantageous Laws for 
the Good and Peace of the Publick. He alfo 

took great care to reduce all Arts and Sciences to 
their ancient Petfedion, highly honouring and 
encouraging fuch Mafters as were excellent, who 
at this time vrere greatly decay’d and diminilhed. 

He bufily employ’d himfelf in the moft honourable 
Exercifes, being frequently reading, writing and 
indiding, and hearing of Embaflies and Com¬ 
plaints, which were brought to him from feveral 
Provinces j and to all Men he fhewed himfelf very 
affable, mild, courteous and bountiful; fo that 
his greateft Enemies have been obliged to ac¬ 
knowledge many Vertues and Excellencies in this 
Prince. 

C onftantine living in this Profperity, Maximin . » n 
who govern’d in the Eaft, feeing himfelf rich and invadestkt 
powerful, accounted it a Dilhonour to him to he 

inferior to Licinius or Conftantine j and therefore 

Nn 3 affuming 
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afiuming the Name of Auguftus and Emperor, and 
revoking the Privileges granted to the Chriftians , 
he began to declare himfelf an Enemy, efpecially 
to Licinius, who commanded in the Provinces 
neareft to his. And knowing that Licinius was 
making Provifions again ft him, trufting to the 
Multitudes of his own Soldiers, he immediately 
march’d towards him, and began a fevere War 
both by Sea and Land. After feveral Encounters 
and Conflicts, they both came to a general Bat- 

rel, in which Maximin's numerous Troops were 
overthrown, and purfued with that Fury, that 
moft of them were cut in Pieces, the reft all 

yielding themfeives to Licinius. Maximin himfelf 

efcaping by Flight, immediately changed his Ha¬ 
bit, to prevent Difcovery, till he could arrive ac 
a Place of Security. And imagining himfelf to 
have been deluded by his Magicians and Pagan 
Priefts, he put many of them to Death, and try¬ 
ing all Methods to appeafe the divine Vengeance, 
he itfued cut his Decrees in favour of the Cbrifti- 
cj;/, allowing them Liberty to build Churches, 
and to officiate as they thought fit. Having again 
key'd conliderable Forces, and refolving to try his 
Fortunes in a fecond Battel, Heaven was pleas’d to 
frultrateall his Defigns by his Death, firft afflicting 
him with infinite Pains and Torments all over 
his Body, caufing him to bite his Hands, and to 
call himfelf from his Bed to the Floor; and this 
Torment continuing many Days, fo that he could 

neither eat, drink nor lleep, at length his Eyes 

{farted out of his Head, fo that he dy’d raging and 
in Defpair, confelling upon his Death-Bed, that 
HisDuti, all this was but a juft Puniflimcnt upon him for 

his fpiteful and virulent Proceedings againft Chrifi 
and his Religion. This was the jult and miferable 
Death of a bloody Tyrant, and one of the moft 
barbarous Perlecutors of the Church, by which 
*• Means 
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Means the Churches in thefe Parts began exceed¬ 
ingly to flourilh, and the Chrifiiam for the pre- 
fent enjoyed a very ferene and profperous Sealon. 
Conftantine and Licinius now remained lole Lords and 
Emperors of the Roman Dominions3 only the lat¬ 
ter met with fome Oppofition in the Eaft by Fa- 
lens, whom the Army had made Emperor after the Valens, 
Death of Maximin. But Licinius loon put an End an!i 
to his Life and Empire together 3 and being in full 
Pofleflion of the Eafi, he punilhed the Enchanters, 
Sorcerers, and the Minifrers and Inltrumcnts of 
Maximin's Cruelty 3 and alfo caufed his Sons to 
be (lain whom he had made Cafar. Not long 
after this, one Alexander a Commander in Afnck 
rebelled and ufurped the Name and Authority of 
Emperor 3 again ft whom L^ft.mtine fent an Army 
from Rowe, which coming to an Engagement, Aix~ ^ ,e xan- 
ander was overthrown and ilain : So that the whole ‘^ errfs / w ' 
Empire now remained peaceably under the Com-" 
mand of Conftantine and Licinius. And tho’ the 
Dignity of thefe two were equal, yet the Valour 
and Reputation of Conftantine was far greater, and 
he was much better beloved and efteemed by all 
Men than Licinius 3 remaining moft commonly in 
Rome , adminiftring Juftice to ail Men with Wif- 
dom and Difcretion, reading the Holy Scriptures, 
and daily enriching and propagating the Church 

of God. 

Licinius who had hitherto diifembled with Cow- The wichd 

* 

ftantine and the World, having now the whole £4- P! A' : : cso f 
ftem Empire at his Command, began to ihew him- Eicimu*. 

felf in his proper Colours, heartily efpouiing the 
Caufe of the Pagans , and by a Law expretly for¬ 
bad the Chriftian Bifhops to vilit the Homes of the 
Gentiles , left their intimate Converle might pro¬ 
mote the Propagation of Cbriftianitj among them. 

N n 4 But 
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But nor fatisfied with this, he took Occafion lo 
ftew his utmoft Malice, raifing a mod bloody Per- 

fecution again ft the Cbrifiians , whom he rigo- 
roufly purlued with all poftible Cruelties: So that 
the Eafi and IVefi, as Eujekius obferves, feemed 
like Night and Day, a dreadful Darknefs over- 
fpreading the former, while the latter enjoyed all 
the happy Sun-ftiine of Peace and Prbfperity. He 
likewife made ufe of feveral treacherous Pra&i- 
ces againfr the Perfon of Confiandne, whom he 
both envyed and hated, contriving all imaginable 
Methods to deftroy him. In Companion to the 
Cbrifiians deplorable Condition, and to chaftife the 
monftrous Inconftancy and Ingratitude of Lid - 
nius, as well as bis horrible Perfidioufnefc and 
Hypocrifie, whom no Tyes of Blood or Intereft 
could oblige, Confiandne refolved upon an Expe¬ 
dition againft him. Great Preparations were made 
on both Sides, and the two Emperors and Ar¬ 
mies meeting in Panama near C/baits, Confiandne in 
the mid ft of his Cbrifiian Bilhops and Chaplains, 
begged the A Alliance of Heaven, while the other 
called for his Pagan Priefts, Fortune-Tellers and In- 
chanters. And the Suecefs was according to their 
Praftice ; for immediately after a lharp Battel was 
fought between rhem, where noxw'ithftanding Li¬ 
cinius made a brave Refiftance, all his Forces were 
overthrown, and his Camp enter’d, he himfelt 
flying as far as the City of Bizjsndum. Where to 
relieve himfelf, and to llrengthen his Intereft and 
Authority, he made one of his Commanders 
call’d Martian , Co:jar, who was Mailer and Steward 
of his Houlhold ; and raifing ail the Forces he 
could, he prepared for a fecond Battel. In the 

mean time Confiandne, making his Sons Crijpus 
and Confiandne, Cajar j he ftiz’d on the Provin¬ 
ces Of Dacia, Mafia, Macedonia , and Others in Eu- 
refe, which were lubjedt to Licinius. Licinius having 

now 
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now gather’d together a confiderable Army, re¬ 
new’d the War, which prov’d very variable and 
expenfive, till by the Interceffion of his Wife Con~ 
ftantia, and Sifter to Conftantine, a Truce and Peace 
was made between them. But through the Envy 
and Malice of Licinius , the War broke out a fe¬ 
cund Time, which was carry’d on by Sea and 
Land with greater Power and Fury than ever. 

And both thefe Emperors and Rivals coming a- 
gain to a general Battel, in the Province of Bi~ 

tiijnia, whither Licinius had withdrawn himfelf, 

after vaft Struglings and Bloodlhed, the Piety and 
Valour of Conftantine prevail’d, and Licinius being 
entirely defeated, efcaped by Flight to Nicomedia , 

; whither Conftantine purfued and bdieged him. Yet 

I V the Means of his Wife Conftantia , Conftantine 
ranted him his Life, upon Condition he furren- 
ered himfelf, and agreed to lead a private and 
bfcure Life. We are told that Conftantine con- 
:med thefe Conditions by Oath, and fent Licinius 
) TbeJJalonica ; but afterwards fearing a new Re¬ 
gion, or rather indeed finding him aftually in¬ 
aged, he commanded him to be put to Death, r bt Pyti 
igcther with Martian whom he had made Cafar : »/Idcini- 
or which Aft Conftantine is blamed by fome Au- UI * 
lors, and excufed by others. This was the fatal 

nd of Licinius , who with Conftantine , may be 
ailed the 41ft Emperor of Rome, after a wicked 

I iReign of thirteen Years after the Death of his true 

'redeceftor Galerius ; being a Prince not only blam’d 
or his great Ignorance in Learning, which he 
:alled a publick Peft, but alfo juftly branded with 
lis great Cruelties, Incontinence, and Avarice, 

This hapned in the 18th Year of the Reign of 
ionftanttne , the 1077th of the City, and 323d of 

ur Saviour. 


IV. The 
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£>• IV. The Defeat and Death of Licinius gave 
ii;. Conftantine full Power and Authority, and made 
Confhn- him foie Monarch of the Roman Empire 3 his 
tine silt Reign being for fome Space attended with an uni- 
£*?rr*r. vem 1 Peace and Security, Chrifiunity and all Arts 

daily flourilhing and encreafing. He was general¬ 
ly beloved, and much honoured by his Subjects, 
for his Juftice and Clemency 3 and no lefs dreaded 
by the barbarous Nations, for his Conduft and Va¬ 
lour.- but was molt of all efteemed and admired 
by the Cbriftmns in all Nations, whofe Affairs he 
now promoted with greater Vigour than ever. He 
bellowed many extraordinary Benefits, Privileges, 
and Donatives upon the Bifhops and Churches, 
and generally upon all C hriftians, entirely abolifh- 
ing all Laws and Edifts that had ever been made 
to their Prejudice3 and he iffued out fpecial Edicts, 
commanding that no more Temples fliould be built 
to the Honour of any Pagan God. He alfo com¬ 
manded that in all the Provinces of the Empire, 
the Orders of the Biftiops Ihould be exactly ob- 
ferved 3 and to fuch as wanted a Competency for 
Subfiftance, he afligned Goods and Rens to main¬ 
tain them during their Lives. He not only took Care 
for the Cbrifiians in the Empire, but ufed fuch 
Methods by his Ambaffadors and otherwife, that 
in Perjia and other Countries, they were not op- 

preffed, as formerly 3 fo that the Gofpel was in- 
couraged and propagated in many Parts of the 
World, - by the Means and Methods of this migh¬ 
ty Emperor. But in this great Profperity of the 
Church, its Peace was highly dillurbed, and its 
Purity dangeroully corrupted by the Errors and 

Here lies of the famous Anas, a Piieft in Alexan¬ 
dria 3 w'hich in nine or ten Years time, became 

fo popular and prevalent in many Provinces, that 
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the Emperor himfelf was obliged to interpofe, and 
make ufe of extraordinary Remedies for this In¬ 
fection. In order to which, he refolved to call in 

the Aililtance of the whole Christian Church; and 
thereupon ilfned out his Letters into all parts of The ^ 
the Chrifiian World, fummoning the Bifhops and General 
Clergy to meet at an appointed Day at Nice, the Council at 
Metropolis of Bithynia in the leller a fin ; and this 
was the firft general Council eftablifhed by human 
Laws fince our Saviour’s Nativity. To this Place 
repaired about three hundred and eighteen Bi- 
/hops, belides an innumerable Company of Pref- 
byters and Deacons, together with the Emperor 
himfelf in great Pomp ; all which Number, except 
about feventeen, unanimously condemned the He- 
refie of Anus, who was thereupon banilhed, toge¬ 
ther with his Alfociates. 


In the fame Year Gonftantine conferr’d the Dig¬ 
nity of Cafar upon his Son Conftnntius , who was the 
fecond he had by Fau/la , and lent him into Gaul 
to defend that Province againft the barbarous Na¬ 
tions. He likewife celebrated his Vicennalia , or 
twentieth Year of his Reign, both at Nicomedia 
and Rome ; and made many new Regulations in 
the Laws and State, retraining the Exorbitances 
ofUfury, and many other Inconveniences. And 
whereas feveral Complaints were made againft his 
Favourites and particular Friends, he publi/hed an 

EdiCt this Year, allowing and inviting any one to 

come freely and accufe them, promiling Rewards 
to thofe who made good their Accufations, con¬ 
cluding his EdiCt with a moft religious Proteftation 
of his Sinceiity, But notwithlianding his wor¬ 
thy Adminiftration, we afe told, that about this 
Time he did fome ACts which gave Opportunity 


to his Enemies much to blacken his Reputation ; Crifpus 

which were his putting to Death his Son Crifpus, wFault* 

and " 

Diatk. 
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and his Emprefs Faufta, with fome other Friends: 
And thefe, according to the moft probable Ac¬ 
counts, were occalioned firft by the Emprefs’s fal¬ 
ling in Love with her Son-in-Law Crijpus , who 
finding his Virtue equal to his Beauty, and im¬ 
pregnable againft all her Solicitations, partly 
through Rage and Difappointment, and partly to 

fecure the Suceeilion of her own Sons, accus’d 
him to the Emperor of Violence to her Honour, 
and procured his Death. But the Emperor foon 
after finding out her Treachery, and himfelf no- 
torioufly abus’d, commanded her to be be put to 
Death, with fome others that joyn’d with her in 
her impious Proiedts. Some Authors wholly deny 
this Story, and that Crifpus and Fa u ft a were ever 
put to Death; but a greater Number allure us that 
they did futfer, tho’ fome of them are unfatisli’d 
about the Occalion, declaring that the Caufes were 
fecret and unknown. Cmftant’m; was foon divert¬ 
ed from thefe domeftick Troubles, by dangerous 
Irruptions of the Sarmatians and Scythians, againft 
■whom he made great Preparations; and building 
a Stone Bridge over the River Danube for his Con* 
veniency, he fought feveral Battels with thefe Peo* 

{ >le, and reduced mem, and likewiie the Goths not 
ong after to Obedience. 

Conftantine having now reftored perfect Peace 
and Tranquility to the Roman Empire, took up a 
Refolution of transferring the Seat of the Empire 
to fome other place: Whether it was, becaufe he 
was offended at the Affronts of the People of 
Rome , when at a certain Feltival he fpake con¬ 
temptibly of thofe facred Rites, as Zofimus reports 
it; or whether, becaufeTie fhould not honour that 

place with his Court, which for feveral Ages had 

been the chief Stage of Idolatry, and Scene of 

Martyrdom and Perl'ecution; or wlf^ier, becaufe 

he 
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he thought the Eaftern 

fcnce to defend them. 


not only againft the In- 


Terfians , but againft the In¬ 
roads of the Northern Nations, which at that time 
ufually broke in about thofe Parts or whatfoever 
elfe the Occafion was, it was certainly a Policy 
very fatal und unfortunate to the Empire. He firft 
made choice of a Plat at Chalcedon in the lefter 
to build a City; but we are told that upon mea- 
furing the Ground, an Eagle catched up the Line, 
and flew with it over to Bizantium on the other 


fide the Water 
However at le 
ty of Thrace, 


which diverted the Undertakings 

Bizantium* a Ci- 


upon 


m. 


or Neck 


157 


of the Hellefpont , between Europe and Afiay a Place 
which Nature feem’d to have form’d, on purpofe 
to command the World. He re-edify’d and en¬ 
larged this City, beautifying it with moil (lately 
and magnificent Building, and all the feveral Or 
naments which Art could invent, or Wealth could 
purchafe, or any curious piece of Antiquity, 
whic Rome or any other part could furnilh ; lb 
that to enrich this City, he impoverifhed moil of 
the Cities of the Empire. He likewife endowed 
it with vaft Privileges and Immunities, peopled it 
with the bed Families he could draw from Rome , 
or other places in the Empire - y and by a Law en¬ 
graven upon a Stone Pillar, and plac’d in the Stra - 
tedium, near the Eniperor’s Statue on Horfe-back, 
he commanded that this City (hould be call’d NEIV- 
ROME-y tho’, notwithftanding the Edidt, it re¬ 
tains the Honour of his Name, being call’d Cm- Confine 

In imitation of Rome he tinc rtm 
took in Seven Hills by a Wall, which for Height, 

Thicknefs and Beauty, was the nobieft in the selt u St 
World. The Foundation was laid in the 2;d Year untiunu 

A. XX 




dedicated 

about 


33 ° 
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about two Years at which Time the Emperor 
repair’d to it, and fettled there with all his 
Court, making it the Imperial Seat, as was alfo ob- 
ferved by all his Succeffors. This made a great Al¬ 
teration, and different Circulation in the Body Po¬ 
litick-} for the Empire which before had been de¬ 
clining by its old Age, grievoufly diftemper’d by 
inward Heats and Diftrattions, and labouring un¬ 
der fo vaft a Bulk and Plethora as Nature could not 
govern, being forc’d as it were by Conftantine to 
change its natural, and native Air, by fo violent an 
Alteration,it contracted its Mortal Infirmity. And 
the Empire by this means being fometimes divided 
by a kind of Neceflity, it fo far declin’d, that a- 
bout 14.6 Years after, all the JVejlern Parts were 
torn in Pieces and deftroy’d by the barbarous Na¬ 
tions, and Italy and Rome it felf pillag’d and intire- 
ly polfefs’d by the Goths. 

This great Alteration of the Removal of the Im¬ 
perial Seat, was made in the 15 th Year of this Em¬ 
peror’s Reign, and the 1084th from the Build¬ 
ing of Root?, 371 Years after the beginning of the 
Empire under Julius C<sfar, 355 after the full Set¬ 
tlement of it by Augujlus , 330 after our Saviour’s 
Nativity, 134 after the laft of the twelve Cafars, 
2. 13 after the Death of Trajan , when the Empire 
was in the greateft Extent, 137 after the publick 
Sale of the Empire, 71 after the Beginning of the 
thirty Tyrants, and about feven before the Death 
of Conftantine. He alfo new modeli’d the Empire, 
dividing it into four Quarters, over which were 
four principal Governors call’d Praetorian Prefects. 
Thefe contain’d 14 DiocelTes, each governed by a 
Ficarius, or Lieutenant, under the Prefects , refiding 
at the Metropolis of the Diocefs} and the Dioceifes 
were divided into 1 20 Provinces, each ruled by a 

Preftdent refiding at the chief City of the Province. 

In 
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In many other Cities was an Officer call’d Defen- 
fir Civitatfs , in each of which was a Bilhop, in e- 
very chief City of a Province was an Arch-bifhop, 
and in the chief City of a Diocefs a Patriarch, 
the Diocefles were as following, i. Britain, now 
England, and part of Scotland, divided into $ Pro¬ 
vinces. a. Gaul, containing the Modern France\ 
part of the Low-Countries, Germany and Italy, and 
divided into 17 Provinces. 3. Hifpania , contain¬ 
ing the Modern Spain, Portugal, and part of Bar- 
boy, and divided into 7 Provinces. Thefe Three 
made up one of the Four Parts of the Empire, rul’d 


by that Prafett called Prafettus-Pratorio G alii arum. 
4. Italy, containing about half the Modern Italy, 
with part of Switzerland, and divided into 7 Pro¬ 
vinces. 5. Rome, containing the reft of the Mo¬ 
dern Italy, with the Iflands, and divided into 10 
Provinces. 6. Africa, containing the greateft Part 
of the Modern Barbary, and divided into 6 Pro¬ 
vinces. Thefe Three made another of the Four 

Parts of the Empire, and ruled by the Pr*feclus~ 
Trictorio Italia- > to which Prefecture was afterwards 
added the Diocefs of. 7. Illyricum , containing the 
Modern Hungary, Sclavonia, Bofnia, Croatia, Dal¬ 
matia, with part of Germany, and was divided into 
7. Provinces. 8. Dacia, containing the Modern Tran- 

I fihania, IValachia, Moldavia, Beffarabia, Servia, 

and part of Bulgaria, and divided into 5 Provinces. 
9. Macedonia Or Greece, Containing the Modern Ma¬ 
cedonia, Janna, Canina, Livadia, Morea, and part 
of Arbania , and divided into feven Provinces 
Thefe Three made another of the Four Parts, ruled 

by the Prafelius-Preetorio Illyrici. 10. Thrace, con¬ 
taining the Modern Romania , and part of Bulgaria, 
jand divided into 6 Provinces, n. Pontus, con¬ 
taining near half the Modern Natolia, and divi¬ 
ded into 11 Provinces, iz, A pa, containing moft 
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of the reft of the Modem Natalia, and divided ini 


to 11 Provinces. 


xiera N 

i}. The 


Orienf, containing all 


the Modem Soria, the Holy Land, Diarbeck, with 
Part of Natolia and Arabia , and divided into i $ 
Provinces. 


14 tAEgypt, containing all the Modern 

with part of Barbary, and divided into 6 
Provinces. Thefe Five Diocefes made up the laft 
and the greateft of the Four Parts of the Empire, 
and 


Qrieutis. 
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